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Fisher Bay 
A Journey to Establish a Provincial Park

by Ron Thiessen, Executive Director, Canadian Parks & 
Wilderness Society (CPAWS) – Manitoba chapter

Located on the west side of Lake Winnipeg is a truly 
spectacular boreal forest wilderness area called Ochi-
wasahow (Cree for Fisher Bay). The region consists of 

treed shorelines with long sandy beaches, large islands 
covered with old growth forests, wetlands, freshwater reefs, 
and a big section of Lake Winnipeg’s water.

This richly diverse wildlife sanctuary provides well for 
moose, elk, eagles, many fish and waterfowl species, and 
songbirds. Its little-used beaches are suitable grounds for the 
Piping Plover, a highly endangered shorebird, to lay its eggs. 

Canoeing, kayaking, sailing, hiking, bird watching, and 
fishing are just some of the popular recreational activities in 
the area that are ripe to be further developed with sustain-
able community initiatives. 

Fisher River Cree Nation (FRCN) and the Canadian Parks 
and Wilderness Society (CPAWS) have formed a partnership 
for the purpose of creating a Fisher Bay provincial park to 
protect this unique part of Manitoba for nature, culture, and 
sustainable tourism opportunities. 

(continued on page 14...)

Nature Manitoba to present  
the Prairie CroCus award  

to Chief david Crate

Fisher river Cree Nation and 
CPaws are proposing a provincial 
park in the Fisher Bay region 
that would be approximately 4 
times the size of winnipeg.

A highlight of Nature Manitoba’s first Discovery 
Evening of the 2010-11 season will be the 
presentation of the Prairie Crocus Award to Chief 

David Crate of Fisher River Cree Nation. Since 1999, 
Chief Crate has been the driving force behind the move 
to establish a new provincial park within their traditional 
territory in the Fisher Bay area of Lake Winnipeg. “We 
want [the area] set aside for today’s and future 
generations of not only the Fisher River Cree Nation, but 
all of Manitoba”, says Chief Crate.

The Prairie Crocus Award is given infrequently to 
exceptional people, and is awarded “for outstanding 
service in preserving a part of Manitoba in its natural 
state.” Join us on Monday, October 18th for a “Fisher Bay 
Evening” (see page 18), and hear more about this special 
place and the efforts being made to protect it.
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President’s Corner
by Roger Turenne

A call to action to protect  
Little Limestone Lake

I was in the office a short time ago chatting with our 
delightful summer employee, Breanne Harris. The subject 
of Little Limestone Lake came up and I happened to 

mention that I had been working to protect this natural gem 
since 1992. Oh, she said, that’s a year before I was born. 
Yikes! I thought to myself, I’ve been working on this for a lifetime? Well, okay, someone 
else’s short life, but still.

So the recent announcement by Conservation 
Minister Bill Blaikie that Little Limestone 
Lake would likely soon become a provincial 
park, and that he was initiating another 
round of public consultations, sounded like 
good news indeed. The minister said all the 
right things about the lake. “Protecting one of 
the most amazing examples of a marl lake in 
the world is an important legacy we can leave for future generations,” said Blaikie. 
“Because of its rare geography, Little Limestone Lake stands out among Manitoba lakes for 
its annual cycle of magnificent colour changes.”

But, as they say, the devil is in the details. The proposed park (see map on page 15) 
includes only the lake itself and a 100 m buffer around most of it (the east shore being 
First Nation reserve land excluded from the park). This is an arbitrary and artificial 
boundary unrelated to any geological or ecological reality on the ground. It does not offer 
meaningful protection for the fragile hydrological balance of the lake. Can one imagine a 
major mining operation in the porous limestone within a few hundred metres of the lake? 

The boundary deficiencies are particularly serious at the southern end. An adjacent lake, 2 
km in length, flows directly into Little Limestone and is not included in the park. It does 
not take a genius to figure out that serious pollution of that lake could have a devastating 
impact on Little Limestone. Also at the southern end, a major creek draining a wetland 
flows directly into the lake. Unless that drainage is included within the park boundaries, 
Little Limestone Lake is not truly protected

The number one obstacle to more meaningful boundaries is, as you might expect, the 
mining sector. There are mining claims around the north end of the lake and there would 
be a need to compensate companies for relinquishing these claims. But given the devastat-
ing impact that mining developments would have in the immediate vicinity of Little 
Limestone Lake, doing so should be a no-brainer.

Little Limestone Lake is by far the biggest and best marl lake in the world and is arguably 
the most spectacularly beautiful lake in Manitoba (see photo on page 15). We have a 
responsibility to protect it, not just for Manitobans but for all the world.

Now for the good news. The Mosakahiken First Nation, which owns the land on the east 
shore, is supportive of the park and its Economic Development Board agrees that eco-
nomic activity in the area related to the park should not pose a threat to the lake.

The proposed boundaries are not cast in stone. Nature Manitoba and CPAWS Manitoba 
have been working closely with Manitoba Conservation to prepare and fund a study on 
potential threats to the lake, the results of which will be used to inform the final decision 
on park boundaries. Mr. Blaikie is also asking Manitobans for their views on the park 
proposal, with a deadline of August 31. Comment sheets are available at  
www.manitobaparks.com. (Even if you are reading this shortly after the deadline, a 
late response will be better than none.) 

Please make your views known, especially on the boundaries question. The stakes are too 
high to not get involved. We cannot afford to wait another lifetime for Little Limestone 
Lake to get the protection it deserves.

“Little Limestone Lake is by 
far the biggest and best 

marl lake in the world and is 
arguably the most spectacularly 
beautiful lake in Manitoba.”
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by Tommy Allen
Photo: Peter Vandermaar
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Dale 
Brown

Dale Brown 
grew up on an 
acreage near the small 

town of Oak Bank. His dad worked for 
the railway, and both of his parents 
encouraged him to go play outdoors. 
School wasn’t something Dale was very 
fond of, and he expressed that by running 
away from it to play in the bush, on 
occasion. As he got older, much of his 
free time was spent racing motorcycles, 
hill-climbing to be exact. He married 
young, to Carol, and began a family 
soon after. A CN pipe-fitting job came 
along, and he took it, thankfully, which 
is where he learned all of the handyman 
skills that he would later put to use at the 
Mantario Wilderness Education Centre.

It was Dale’s children that got him to 
start wilderness backpacking, and to 
do less motorcycling. He began leading 
trips for school groups, and they often 
hiked the Mantario Trail, which is how 
he met Lorne Hyde. Lorne convinced 
Dale to help maintain the Mantario Trail, 
despite having no experience with trail 
maintenance. He found out about the 
MNS through 
an ad for a trip 
to Churchill. 
He and Carol 
signed up for the trip, and even though 
it was cancelled, they’ve remained 
members ever since. Dale’s attitude has 
always been “To protect the wilderness, 
people have to be aware of it.”

In 1993 Dale retired from CN, but had 
no interest in slowing down. He spent 

three years helping to 
build his son’s house, then 

became a guide for the Mantario 
Summer Program. He only guided for one 
year, but then became a volunteer trip 
leader. He led both Wilderness Education 
weeks and Family weeks, two trips per 
year for a time. His involvement led him 
to join the Mantario Committee, and his  
handyman skills continue to be invaluable 
during the Mantario work parties.

Caving has also been a keen interest of 
Dale’s since 1987, and he has helped 
explore caves and band bats. He even has 
a cave named after him, as is sometimes 
the custom when one discovers a new 
cave. Perhaps reflecting Dale’s hard work 
ethic, a banded bat from Dale’s Cave was 
found over 550km away in 5 months.

All three of Dale’s children, and two of 
his three grandchildren, have been to 
Mantario. Dale’s son owns the computer 
engineering company, Iders, that designed 
the solar powered LED lights in use at the 
Mantario Cabin. Throughout the years, 
Dale has managed to get out on quite a 

few trips, often 
with Carol, 
including the 
West Coast Trail, 
the Chilkoot 

Pass, Mount Robson, Long Point and Lake 
Athabasca. Based on his account of a 
Hayes River trip, the adrenaline rushes 
on that trip must have far outmatched 
those from his hill-climbing days. Where 
will his next adventure be? Well, Mars 
could be as good a guess as any.

“To protect the wilderness, 
people have to be aware of it.”

Do you know someone who is 
passionate about nature and 

deserves to be the subject of a page 
3 profile? If so, please let the editor 

know. We’re always looking for 
interesting people.

tom reaume’s wild Plants
  Tom Reaume, author of “620 
Wild Plants of North America”, 

has begun creating a web-based 
library of information sheets on 

the wild plants of Winnipeg. 

To veiw the information sheets, 
go to our website, and click 

on “Botany” in the main menu. 
Check back often for more.

Fall 2010 
GaraGe saLe
saturday, october 2nd

Nature Manitoba presents its next 
GIANT garage sale on Saturday, 
October 2nd, from 9:30 - noon at 
the Westminster United Church. 
Donations are accepted at the 
church (basement) on Friday 

evening, between 6-9pm, or call 
the office at 943-9029 to drop it off 
there. (Note that TVs and computer 

monitors will not be accepted)

Volunteers needed!  
Contact the office at 943-9029.
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Backyard Nest 
Mystery...

by Richard Staniforth

We were lucky to have three 
nests in our yard this year - 
Wood Duck, House Wren and 

Gray Catbird. 

We would see the adult birds frequently – 
singing (wren, catbird) or sitting at the 
entrance to the nest box (Wood Duck). 
We were very careful not to interfere 
with their domestic duties. When the 
adult birds gave a no-show in early June, 
I assumed that it was because the hens 
had started brooding and the males had 
found it unnecessary to sing. On June 17, 
I took a peep and discovered that all 
three nests had clearly been long 
abandoned, all with eggs (Wood Duck - 
16; House Wren - 5; Gray Catbird - 3). 

I can’t imagine what might have hap-
pened, although the sudden absence of 
adult birds is curious. This occurred at 
the time that we had violent rain storms, 
but I would doubt that these were the 
cause. We have had successful nesting in 
past years, rain or no rain. 

When I posted the above report on 
Manitoba Birds with the query “Any ideas 
anyone?”, I did receive a few responses 
from other birders: Malathion fogging 
may have injured the adult birds [but the 

City’s fogging program did not start until 
June 19], the presence of Brown-headed 
Cowbirds in the vicinity of the nest, and 
predation of the adult birds by cats or 
squirrels [the latter suggestions could not 
apply both to Wood Ducks and the 
passerines]. I am leaning towards cat 
predation now for the passerines and 
maybe a case of overzealous “egg-
dumping” by other female wood ducks in 
the case of the duck, but who knows – 
these are just guesses!

have a short story?
This is the first edition of a new column in Nature Manitoba News. 

Please send us your short stories (approximately 300 words, maximum 
500) of interesting encounters with Manitoba nature, whether from your 

backyard or out in the field. Accompanying photos appreciated!

encounters of the  
Natural Kind

…and a Backyard 
Nest Surprise

by Donna Danyluk

I’ve had this penchant for lugging 
home large pieces of driftwood from 
various shorelines to use as garden 

ornaments. In mid-April, we noticed 
a chickadee taking great interest in a 
log propped up by our garage door, 
beside our pond, and realized it was 
picking away at a small cavity a mere 
two feet above the ground. The work 
continued for a couple of weeks, the 
hole gradually becoming deeper (the 
one-inch-wide entrance stayed the 
same size). At some point, there were 
two chickadees working away at the 
project – entering the hole for a brief 
time, then promptly flying away, 
presumably with a mouth full of wood 
fibre (do birds spit?). We would later 
measure the extent of the excavation – 
they had turned a one-inch depression 
into a cavity over four inches deep! 

By early May, when we peered into the 
hole, we saw either the top of a chicka-
dee head, or a tail flattened up against 
the side of the cavity, depending on 
which way it was sitting. The mate 

would perch in the nearby amur maple 
(left side of photo) and whistle softly 
when it had food, or was ready to take 
over brooding duties, and a quick 
exchange would be made.

Meanwhile, we were coming and going 
through the garage door several times a 
day, and soon tired of cautious tip-toeing. 
We would often startle them with our 
sudden and looming presence, a foot 
from their doorstep. Although it was 
difficult to see into the hole because of 
its shape and depth, we were able to 
count 4 eggs. When the young had 

hatched, sometime between 
mid to late May, we could 
see only a vague bundle of 
pin feathers.

The entrance to the cavity 
had no overhang, and 
during the May and June 
rainfalls, we inverted a large 
plastic plant pot over the 
top of the log as an umbrella 
(there was no hint of 
appreciation for this!). The 
comings and goings at the 
nest increased when the 
young were being fed, the 
adults always stopping first 
in the amur maple with 

their caterpillar meal. The delivery was 
often followed by the adult’s exit with a 
foecal sac for disposal.

On June 11, we came home (bursting 
through the garage door as usual) to 
find a bemused youngster clinging 
to the old wagon wheel beside the 
log, and many warning notes being 
whistled by its nearby parents: “Watch 
out! Those are the scary landlords!” 
They had fledged! We found a second 
youngster, well-hidden and firmly 
gripping a branch of the honeysuckle 
bush below the amur maple. The 
young chickadees looked like just the 
adults, except with a very short tail.

The final bittersweet surprise was later 
removing one tiny unhatched egg from 
the cavity, measuring only about one 
centimeter in length!

D
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Ian Ward points to the entrance hole of 
a black-capped chickadee nest.

“They had turned 
a one-inch 

depression into a 
cavity over four 
inches deep!”
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thank you to Breanne!
by Susan McLarty, Office Administrator

This year was the first year that Nature Manitoba applied for and received 
a grant enabling me to hire a summer student. As you are aware, the 
work in the office varies and at times can be overwhelming for a new 

employee. Breanne Harris came into the office and within the first few hours of 
her employment I knew I had a “gem”. Breanne was only going to look after 
the Mantario Summer Program but it wasn’t long before I knew Breanne could 
handle much more.Tommy came into the office and guided Breanne through 
our membership program and in no time at all, she had it all figured out. 
Breanne presented a calm and efficient manner both on the phone and in the 
office and a maturity level not often seen in someone this young. I personally 
would like to thank Breanne for making this summer flow smoothly and I will 
certainly miss her.

“Working at Nature Manitoba 
has been a great learning 

experience! It’s more personal 
being in a small office like this, 

where you get to know the members 
and people who stop by.“

by Julia Schoen

Early wet weather this spring gave way to a beautifully 
sunny day on July 24th for 396 happy ticket holders. 
Combine that with the increased proceeds from the 

newly priced garden tour ticket and Nature Manitoba's 
recent garden tour can be called another fundrais-
ing success.

ONGT 2010 brought in close to $6000 for 
Nature Manitoba's ongoing needs. This is 
the highest amount to date and is the 
result of the higher ticket price this year 
($15, up from the previous decade's 
$10). Thank you to all Nature Mani-
toba members who continue to 
support our tour.

Feedback from patrons continues to 
be positive and their appreciation 
was abundantly expressed for the 
quality of the gardens as well as for 
the variety represented by such 
different landscaping styles.

This year, visitors walked into one back 
yard to be surprised and delighted by an 
unused swimming pool now turned into an 
elegant sunken garden. A small back yard 
demonstrated wonderfully efficient use of space, 
somehow fitting in many flowerbeds, a greenhouse, a 
pond, compost area – and even a turtle enclosure! Beautiful 
Victoria Crescent yielded two lovely spaces, one an acre and a 
half and the other smaller, but with ample room given over to  
“Herb Haven”.  The Kingston Row/Crescent area showcased 
three fine river lots, each with a tale to tell about the spring 
flood and each very different from the other. One belonged to a 

Nature Manitoba Grey Hare who featured major colour in front 
and back yards along with a number of deadwood snags 
positioned in the garden to attract birds. The owners of the 
well designed densely planted native prairie garden are also 
naturalist members and 

were happy to share 
their knowledge on 

this topic with 
so many 

people.

St. Amant, the community offering for 2010, 
was pleased to open its Buhler Gardens to 
the public. Relatively new, some areas here 
were “works in progress”, but the gardens 
nonetheless produced many glowing 
comments. Most people had no idea that 
St. Amant's buildings and grounds were so 
extensive.

Next year's gardens are now being selected 
and I look forward to another successful 

year in 2011.

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all 
those whose efforts helped to make ONGT 

2010 such a success, including those who sold 
tickets, volunteers who helped at the gardens and, 

of course, the gardeners for sharing their vision of 
beauty with the members of Nature Manitoba and the 

public.

Thank you to Irene and Brian Preston, Kim Tyson & John 
Shearer, Tanis Minish, Merrell Ann Phare & Ann Smith, Deb 
Fraser, Charles Begley, Theresa & Elliot Hunter, Kate Harvey 
and to the staff at St. Amant for welcoming us to their 
Reflective Gardens.

Our Natural Garden Tour - Into a New Decade
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“Fitting in many flower-
beds, a greenhouse, a 

pond, compost area – and 
even a turtle enclosure!”
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Nature in the News...
Moose populations in Manitoba in significant decline

(excerpted from a Manitoba government press release dated May 27, 2010)

While Manitobans have been able to watch the Gulf of 
Mexico oil spill unfold from the safety of their living 
rooms, any number of the province’s birds won’t be 

so lucky escaping the environmental catastrophe.

Experts say many species of water and shore 
birds that breed in Canada will soon be 
landing in oil-contaminated waters 
in the Gulf, where they stop on 
the way south. And the impact 
on those species that make 
contact with the oil could be 
catastrophic.

Well-known Manitoba birds 
such as the white pelican, the 
common loon, the western grebe 
and the great blue heron might be 
among the casualties of the spill.

Ted Cheskey, manager of bird conservation programs for 
Nature Canada, said 40 to 60 species of water-dependent birds 
are starting to head to the Gulf area, including ducks, pelicans, 
gulls, herons and sandpipers. “We’re talking about possibly tens 
of millions of birds from Canada,” Cheskey said. “For some 

birds for sure it’s a one-way trip, they won’t be coming back.”

The loss of bird species in Manitoba could have unpredictable 
and unexpected effects on ecosystems and natural resources we 

all depend on, said Dr. Nicola Koper, ecologist and 
assistant professor in the Natural Resources 

Institute at the University of Manitoba. 
“Birds are part of an ecosystem. 

When you remove a significant 
portion of that ecosystem, it can 
change that ecosystem in ways 
we can’t predict very well.”

Koper said it’s important for 
Canadian policy-makers to take 

the devastating event as a 
warning and to be cautious with the 

country’s underwater drilling policy to 
avoid a similar event in Canada.

The perspective on the following page is excerpted from an  
August 6 news item on the Bird Studies Canada website –  

go to www.bsc-esc.org to read the full story.

(continued on next page...)

Manitoba Conservation recently cancelled moose 
hunting seasons in several areas of the province 
following recent aerial survey results showing a 

substantial decline in moose populations.

There has been a 58 per cent decline in the moose population 
around the Duck Mountain area since 1993, the area of highest 
demand for moose hunting in the province.

A recent survey also shows a 50 per cent 
decline since 2006 and a 65 per cent 
decline since 2000 in the area from Lake 
Winnipeg to the Ontario border between 
the Winnipeg and Wanipigow rivers 
including Nopiming Provincial Park.

The ban on licensed moose hunting in 
these areas will remain in place until the 
populations have stabilized and numbers 
allow for the resumption of licensed hunting.

If moose populations decline too much there is a risk 
the population may not recover or the recovery period will be 
extended over many years. For those areas showing significant, 
rapid decline in moose numbers, the province has cancelled 
hunting seasons effective this fall to stop further declines.   

The survey results confirm the concerns about the state of local 
moose populations raised by First Nation communities, 
licensed hunters and others.  The province will work co-
operatively with all concerned parties on a comprehensive 
management plan.  This will include sharing the survey 
information and consulting with First Nations and other 

rights-based harvesters, hunter organizations, the forest 
industry and other interested groups.

Some of the topics to be addressed in the 
plan are the management of motorized 

access; forestry operations; the impacts of 
hunting, predation, disease and other factors such 

as forest fires.

The third area surveyed this year was the Porcupine Mountains 
and the results show the moose population there has remained 
stable since 1997.

What awaits Manitoba-bred birds going south?
(condensed from an article by Sandy Klowak in the Winnipeg Free Press July 9, 2010)

Dennis 
Swayze

“There has been a 58 per 
cent decline in the moose 

population around the Duck 
Mountain area since 1993.”
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On Sunday July 18th a group of 11 
naturalists, many of us Nature Mani-
toba members, gathered to spend a 

half day looking for butterflies and 
dragonflies near Milner Ridge. We lucked 
into one of the better days of this long wet 
summer, and plenty of species were already 
flying when we met at 9 a.m. The first of 
several short hikes took us along the track 
bed of the CPR’s former Lac du Bonnet 
branch line, and we later explored a trail 
through lower-lying spruce forest, followed 
by a couple of higher sandy areas in 
Agassiz Provincial Forest.

The wet summer has not been especially 
kind to butterflies, and the date was 
slightly past the usual peak of butterfly 
diversity, but we still did quite well. Red 
Admirals were the stars of the show; this 
migratory species is making its first strong 
showing in Manitoba since 2007. In the 

past two years, persistent north winds in 
spring seem to have hindered migration for 
this and other long-distance travelers such 
as Monarchs and Painted Ladies.

Also present in good numbers were 
fritillaries, Atlantis and Meadow being the 
two most common of the five species seen.  
Giant Hyssop was an especially popular 
nectar source. Richly coloured Compton 
Tortoiseshells were at the peak of their 
summer flight, and at least two species of 
Comma (Grey and Green) were also on the 
wing. Skippers were represented mainly by 
the introduced European species and the 
indigenous Dun Skipper. A number of other 
butterflies were identified in ones and 
twos, and my final list for the day shows a 
respectable 20 species.

I did not keep close tabs on the dragonfly 
list, but members of the darner, emerald, 

and skimmer families were identified, 
together with several damselfly species.  
Twelve-spotted Skimmers provided a lunch-
time highlight at some small pools at a 
large sand quarry, and there was general 
excitement whenever an emerald buzzed 
the group. While birding definitely took the 
back seat on this trip, we could hardly 
ignore a pair of Indigo Buntings fussing in 
an old clearcut. Even more memorable was 
a close encounter along the rail bed with a 
fox carrying a mouthful of prey that 
included at least two voles, one Star-nosed 
Mole, and possibly also a shrew. Inevitably, 
clouds rolled in around 3 p.m., and the 
mosquitos took this cue to send us packing.

For readers who haven’t decoded the 
headline, “Odes and Leps” is bugwatcher 
slang for Odonata (dragonflies and 
damselflies) and Lepidoptera (butterflies 
and moths).

Canada Darner dragonfly on patrol, 
Agassiz Provincial Forest.

Compton Tortoiseshell butterfly 
basking on a gravel road.

Oil in the Gulf: Have Canadian 
Birds Dodged a Bullet?
(continued from previous page...)

Bird Studies Canada (BSC) has been closely monitoring 
the Deep Horizon blow-out in the Gulf of Mexico since 
the event began in late April.

Our greatest concerns have been that the blow-out would not 
be contained before fall migration, and that sufficient 
resources wouldn’t be in place to respond to the situation. We 
were also very cognizant of the fact that any intense storm 
that passed through the affected area had great potential to 
move large volumes of oil rapidly into critical habitats for 
birds. 

Some three months later, we now find ourselves in a position 
to suggest that the catastrophic worst-case scenarios that had 
worried us (and many others) initially have not materialized. 
Jon McCracken, BSC’s Director of National Programs, feels 
that, “While we probably won’t know the full environmental 
impact for several years, there is every indication that most 
Canadian bird species narrowly dodged a bullet, at least in 
terms of direct oiling.”

Reasons for this assessment include the fact that the well was 
capped in late July, before most southbound fall migrants 
began to arrive in the affected area. The affected area itself, 
while large, was mostly contained to offshore waters. 
Intensive beach cleanup efforts and booming also prevented 
oil from fouling coastal areas, while skimming, burning, and 
chemical dispersants dramatically reduced the amount of 
surface oiling in offshore areas. 

There are a lot of 
lessons to be learned 
from this blow-out, and 
several lingering 
questions. Direct oiling 
of birds is potentially 
only the tip of the iceberg. We know very little about poten-
tial short- and long-term impacts on birds that ingest oil or 
chemical dispersants when they consume tainted fish, 
invertebrates, and carrion. There could also be long-term 
problems for some bird species if aquatic food supplies are 
significantly diminished. 

Perhaps the biggest question is: how well-prepared are we if 
a similar kind of event occurs in offshore Canadian waters, 
especially in the Arctic?

Peter Taylor

by 
Peter 
Taylor

P
eter Taylor

“How well-prepared 
are we if a similar 

kind of event occurs in off-
shore Canadian waters...”
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What is the status of this 
invasive plant in Manitoba?

by Sandi Faber Routley, 
Invasive Species Council of Manitoba

Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) is a very 
aggressive plant from Eastern Europe that 
appears larger-than-life, and is also of 

concern to human health due to production of 
a toxic sap. It is reported that contact with 
the eyes can cause temporary or permanent 
blindness, and skin contact following sun 
exposure can lead to large painful blisters.  

Easy to identify due to growth up to 15 
feet (5 metres) tall, this exotic plant is the 
current poster child for a national invasive 
species awareness approach.  Media 
coverage has been extensive, including a 
recent profile story on the CBC National 
News. This approach is working and has 
caught public attention across the country. 
Giant hogweed has been reported in 
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Quebec, 
Ontario and British Columbia as a result of 
this campaign.

In Manitoba and across the prairies, there are local native 
species ‘Cow Parsnip’ (Heracleum lanatum; white flowers) and 
‘Wild Parsnip’ (Pastinaca sativa; yellow flowers). Both species 
are often confused with Giant Hogweed, particularly Cow 

Parsnip, but plants are much shorter at 1-6 feet (0.3 to 2 
metres) tall. The Invasive Species Council of Manitoba (ICSM) 

wishes to advise the public that all recent reports of Giant 
Hogweed in Manitoba have been checked and 

confirmed to be the native plant Cow Parsnip. 
Doug Cattani (ISCM Executive) of Manitoba 

Agriculture and Food Rural Initiatives has 
been involved in this work as well. 

(Of note, Cow and Wild Parsnip are in the 
same family as the exotic invader Giant 
Hogweed and also produce a phototoxic 
sap. It is advised that care should be taken 

to cover skin and hands when working 
in-and-around these native plants.)

Cheryl Heming, ISCM Coordinator 
confirms that “at the moment we do not 
believe Giant Hogweed is here [in 
Manitoba]”. Please visit our website (see 
below) for a Giant Hogweed fact sheet 
produced by the National Invasive Species 

Working Group and a link to compare Giant Hogweed with the 
native parsnips.  

To report an invasive species sighting in Manitoba visit  
www.invasivespeciesmanitoba.com, phone (204) 232-
6021, or email info@invasivespeciesmanitoba.com.

Giant  
hogweed 
(Heracleum mantegazzianum)

New reLease!
Let this new, easy-to-read 
and beautifully-illustrated 

book be your guide 
to new and exciting 
wild experiences.

available at the Nature 
Manitoba office.

Retail Price: 18.99

Nature Manitoba Price:  
$17.00 (plus shipping)

Scenic Secrets of Manitoba

Bill Stilwell

Sixty secret sites 
and how to find them

Manitoba wild by Bill Stillwell
Dazzling displays of wildflowers adorning native prairie and cas-
cading waterfalls along our wild rivers are only two examples of 
Manitoba’s unbeatable natural beauty and “wild” places to explore.

Many of Manitoba’s most noteworthy and interesting natural trea-
sures are not well-known or well-promoted. The secret to exploring 
our wild landscape is knowing where to go and how to get there.   
Manitoba Wild takes readers on scenic drives to places of un-
matched natural beauty with spectacular wildlife and nature-viewing 
opportunities. More intimate experiences with these wild places can 
be had by hiking or biking to explore these “scenic secrets”.

Manitoba Wild is written by the author of two previous best-sellers, 
“Manitoba, Naturally” and “Scenic Secrets of Manitoba.”  In this new 
book, author Bill Stilwell shares his vast first-hand experience and 
knowledge of Manitoba. Now you are invited to explore and enjoy 
more of Manitoba’s best kept scenic secrets and wild places.

Let this new, easy-to-read and beautifully-illustrated book be your 
guide to new and exciting wild experiences. This is Manitoba Wild!

“Contact with the eyes 
can cause temporary 

or permanent blindness...”
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Cow Parsnip, a local Giant 
Hogweed look-a-like. Cow Parsnip 

is much shorter at 1-6 feet.
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The “mystery of mysteries” is how 
life has managed to persist, despite 
repeated global catastrophes, for 

almost four billion years on such a 
restless and changeable planet, resulting 
– today - in the richest diversity of 
all. The secrets of success lie in organiza-
tion. In this illustrated talk, John and 
Mary Theberge take us on a journey of 
discovery to the wild places where they 
have studied wildlife.

Using the rapidly expanding 
knowledge about the natural 
world, they extract meaning 
from the wood duck’s 
plumage, and the ways 
Labrador caribou illustrate 
the principles of population 
regulation, and the signifi-
cance of the ptarmigan’s 
dilemma - which is the title 
of their newest book. 
Summing up, they reflect on 
the significance of natural 
processes in an increasingly 
human dominated world. 

Nature Manitoba is pleased 
to host John and Mary 
Theberge as part of their 
tour through Canada to 
promote their book:

The Ptarmigan’s 
Dilemma: An Exploration 
Into How Life Organizes 
and Supports Itself (McClel-
land & Stewart, 401 pages, 
$34.99, see ad to right)

About the book… 
(from the McClelland & Stewart website)

Drawing on breakthrough research in 
evolution, genetics, and on their exten-
sive work in the field and lab, wildlife 
biologists John and Mary Theberge 
explain for non-scientists the real facts of 
life.

Birds that suddenly grow gall bladders, 

when their species has none. Moose with 
antlers so big they encumber their 
movement through the forest. Butterflies 
that risk extinction by overwintering en 
masse. These are just a few stories the 
Theberges tell in their examination of 
what the mechanisms of evolution are 
and how they work. With examples from 
the very latest discoveries in genetics and 
ones they have made in their own field 
work, The Ptarmigan’s Dilemma is a 
ground-breaking explanation of evolu-
tion for non-scientists.

By marrying the separate sciences of 
ecology and genetics, the Theberges 
paint a picture far richer than either 
discipline can alone of how, for almost 4 
billion years, life on Earth has evolved 
into the rich diversity that’s under threat 
today. Along the way, they explain just 
what “the survival of the fittest” really 
means, how dramatic evolutionary 
changes can take place in just one 
generation, and how our too-little 
knowledge of or interest in how life on 
Earth organizes and supports itself is 
rapidly making us a danger to ourselves.

About the authors…
John Theberge and Mary Theberge have 
spent more than thirty years conducting 
field research in the Yukon, Labrador, 
and British Columbia, and especially in 

Algonquin Park, Ontario. 
They have collaborated on 
many scientific and popular 
articles and were jointly 
awarded the 1994 Equinox 
Citation for Environmental 
Achievement. 

John B. Theberge was, 
until his recent retirement, 
a professor of ecology and 
resource management in 
the faculty of environment 
studies at the University of 
Waterloo, where he taught 
since 1970. Mary Theberge 
is a wildlife illustrator and 
wolf researcher and has 
presented many popular 
programs about their 
discoveries. They are the 
authors of several books, 
including Kluane: Pinnacle 
of the Yukon, Wolf Country, 
and Legacy: A Natural 
History of Ontario.

(continued on  
page 16...)

thinking BiG  
about ecosystems,  
evolution and Life

a special Nature Manitoba event
Monday, October 25th, 2010 at 7:30pm

Presented by John and Mary theberge
(Authors of The Ptarmigan’s Dilemma)

Location: Le Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain, 
Salle Pauline Boutal on the main floor

admission: $5 for members and non-members

Join John and Mary theberge 
on october 25th in winnipeg, 

presented by Nature Manitoba.
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To receive email updates for outdoor activities, please send a message to nmtriplist@mts.net

Black River Canoe Trip
September 3 to 10

Join Leigh Cullen on his annual Black 
River Canoe Trip. Wildlife, wild berries, 
wild mushrooms, with the possibility of 

pickerel and pike caught for dinner.  
Call Leigh Cullen at 878-3578 

to register.  [Rate 5]

Transcona Hike
Saturday, September 18

Hike the Bio-Reserve and Cordite 
Trail among other possibilities for a 
fall outing in the Transcona area.

Call Jim or Val at 663-9423 or email 
at jcbromley@mts.net   [Rate 2]

Hike to Grey Owl’s Cabin
September 24 to 26

With the Wasagaming townsite as our base 
we will explore some of the trails in Riding 
Mountain National Park. Accommodations 

can be made at either the campground 
or one of the many comfortable lodges in 
town. Two documentaries on the life of 

Grey Owl can be viewed either at a group 
campfire on Friday or a group supper 
on Saturday. The plan is for an 18km 
hike to Grey Owls cabin on Saturday. 

The group will decide on any other trails 
based on weather and energy levels. One 

possibility is viewing the spectacular 
fall colours on the Gorge Creek Trail. 

Contact Sean Worden at 781-0796 
or srworden@mts.net   [Rate 2-3]

Trans-Canada Trail near Carman
Saturday, October 2

Join Brian Burrows and Dianne Chatwin 
as they welcome you to their place for 
some country hospitality. A hike on the 
Trans-Canada trail near their property 
will be done, and possibly a hayride. 
A fall supper on the way home could 
be included if people are interested.

To register call Al Louer at 235-1790 or 
email alainlouer@hotmail.com   [Rate 2]

Mantario hiking trip
October 2 to 3

Join Eric Van Uytven on an overnight 
in-and-out backpacking trip down south 

Mantario trail to Marion Lake. This is 
a great trip for those new to multi-day 

backpacking and want to build experience.  
Email eric.vanuytven@gmail.com or call 
(204) 951-3685 to sign up.   [Rate 2]

 

Assiniboine River Paddle
Sunday, October 3

Join Marcel Lacroix for a leisurely paddle 
down the Assiniboine while viewing 

wildlife and the lovely autumn colours. The 
day long paddle will begin west of Saint 
François Xavier and end at Beaudry Park.
To register contact Marcel at 231-8533 or 
marcel_lacroix@hotmail.com   [Rate 2]

Annual Mantario 
Thanksgiving Canoe Trip

October 8 to 11
Enjoy Thanksgiving weekend from Friday 

to Monday in the shelter of Nature 
Manitoba’s Mantario Cabin, and in the 
company of fellow outdoor enthusiasts.
For more information and to register, call 

the Nature Manitoba office at 943-9029 or 
email naturemanitoba@mts.net   [Rate 5]
IMPORTANT: Please register prior to 

September 24. Previous trips are at www.
wilds.mb.ca/mantario0710. If the trip 
is full (10 paddlers) or if you are not 
fully committed to going, your name 

can be put on a cancellation list.
VERY IMPORTANT: Participants must 
be prepared for cold weather paddling, 
overnight lows below freezing, and a 

high probability of precipitation.

Outdoor GPS Clinic
Saturday, October 16

Thinking about getting a GPS or 
wondering how to use one? Spend the 

day with Charles Burchill and learn about 
hand held GPS receivers for hiking and 

exploring, setting waypoints, creating and 
following routes, working with map and 
compass, along with a little geocaching. 
This workshop will be held outdoors at 
Assiniboine Park. If you have your own 

GPS receiver, let Charles know the make 
and model when you contact him. 

Call Charles at 453-5374 ahead of time 
regarding exact time and place.   [Rate 1]

Hike the Epinette Creek Trail
Sunday, October 17

Hike the Epinette Creek Trail in 
Spruce Woods Provincial Park and 
enjoy all the beautiful fall colours 

with Ray Burns. Possibility of a 
fall supper on the way home. 

Contact Ray at 582-1302.   [Rate 2-3]

Sturgeon Creek hike
Sunday, October 24

Enjoy a fall hike with Bryon Burvill in 
the Sturgeon Creek area in Winnipeg.

To register call 233-7904 or email 
josyburv@shaw.ca   [Rate 2]

Victoria Beach Cabin Weekend
October 29 to 31

Join Al Louer and Cindy Chudley either 
for the weekend or just Saturday at the 

Victoria Beach Cabin. A hike will be 
organized on one of the trails in the area. 
Contact Al or Cindy at 235-1790 or email 

cin7cin7@hotmail.com   [Rate 1]

Mantario Cabin Canoe Trip
October 29 to November 2

The theme is - winter firewood collection, 
snow flurries, and a warm dry cabin.  

Phone Leigh Cullen at 878-3578.   [Rate 5]

Fall Supper at Headingly United 
Church and Beaudry Park Hike

Sunday, November 7
Work up an appetite, and see what autumn 
sights are present while doing some of the 
Beaudry Park Trail system. Registration 
and $10 payment due by October 22.  

Contact Les McCann at 895-8108 or 
lmccann2001@yahoo.com, or send payment 

to the Nature Manitoba office.   [Rate 1]

Tuesday Evening Cycling
All cycling trips are rated Level 1. Please 

show up at designated meeting to register.

Sept. 7 @ 7:00pm
Cycle from Legislative Buildings

Sept. 14 @ 6:30pm
Cycle from St.Vital Park (near Duck 

Pond parking lot) to King’s Park

Sept. 21 @ 6:30 pm
Cycle from Polo Park (Sears South side 
parking lot) on the new West end trails  

Sept. 28 @ 6:30 pm
Cycle from St. Vital Mall – Park at 

The Bay West side entrance

 Last scheduled ride for this 
year – see you next year!
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GeNeraL ratiNG 
GuideLiNes aPPLiCaBLe 

to aLL aCtiVities 
rate 1 Novice:  Typically 2 to 3 hours 

duration. Little or no experience required. 
Easy terrain. Limited physical fitness 

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

rate 2 intermediate:  Typically 4-6 hours 
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable. Some steep or difficult terrain. 

Moderate physical fitness required. 
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

rate 3 advanced:  Typically full day trip. 
Previous experience, significant skill and 

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult terrain. Sustained strenuous activity 

required. Weather not normally severe. 

rate 4 advanced:  Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 

equipment and skills. Effects of inclement 
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

rate 5 advanced:  Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Possible severe 

weather conditions - wind, cold rain, sleet 
- may halt trip and demand use of skilled 
survival techniques or make accidents 

or physical injuries life threatening.  
Aid or rescue is difficult to obtain. 

PLease Note:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot 
be reached, call the office at 943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca   

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

(Wednesdays)

September 1
Mystery hiking trip. 

Julia Schoen at 269-8004.   [Rate 2]

September 15
Day Hike or Cycle – The date is open if 

you would like to volunteer to lead a trip.
If interested, call John Gray at  

269-1765 to notify the Grey Hares.

September 22 
Cycle trip exploring Winnipeg.

Doris Orchyk at 837-6166.   [Rate 3]

October 6
Hike N.E. Pioneer Winnipeg 

Bryon Burvill at 233-7904.   [Rate 2]

October 13 
Cycle Transcona.

Jim Bromley at 663-9423.   [Rate 2-3]

October 20
Fall hike and photo tour of the Whiteshell.

Al Ross at 853-2047.   [Rate 1]

October 20
Cycle River Road.

Charles Begley at 233-8395.   [Rate 2]

October 27
Hike Seine River and area.

Roger Turenne at 237-5947.   [Rate 1]

November 3 
Hike from Assiniboine Forest to Fort Whyte.

Marilyn Hearn at 895-4659.   [Rate 2-3]

Annual Fall Hawk Watch. 
Saturday, September 11

Although several groups for this 
outing have already been formed, 
it may be possible to join a party 

or organize your own group.
Call Rudolf Koes at 661-0763 to 

register your group or for more info.

St. Ambroise/Delta
Saturday, September 25

This is an excellent time to visit the 
Lake Manitoba beaches. With luck we 
may turn up a rarity or two, including 
tardy warblers and other passerines.
Contact Garry Budyk at 667-1062.

Whitewater Lake
Saturday, October 9

An all-day trip to Whitewater Lake should 
produce numerous waterfowl, possibly 

lingering waders such as egrets and ibis, 
and shorebirds, plus a surprise or two.
Leader T.B.A. Contact Nature Manitoba 

office at 943-9029 for info.

Oak Hammock Marsh
Saturday, October 23

This half-day outing will start at 8 a.m. 
at the main parking lot. Late October 
is a good time to observe waterfowl, 
raptors and possibly late shorebirds.

Leader T.B.A. Contact Nature Manitoba 
office at 943-9029 for info.

18 1/2 foot Kevlar Canoe
Clipper whitewater 111 

56 lbs. 
Asking $1500

Contact Tony at 257-1148.
Ju

lia
 Schoen

This toddler is interested in all 
kinds of bugs during Pat McKay 
and Bob Lamb’s Insect Walk at 

Henteleff Park on July 4th.

trip Leader Forms
Nature Manitoba’s Trip Leader forms 
are available at our website, found on 
the “Outdoor Activities” page. Please 
fill them out for every trip, and return 
them to the Nature Manitoba office.

Let the office know if you’d prefer to 
have hard copies mailed to you.
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by Gordon Grieef

The table of sightings accompanying this issue covers 
June and the first three weeks of July. I was away in late 
July and early August and thus had to submit the 

column before leaving.

You will notice many of the sightings this month are from 
Churchill. There were a number of species that are unusual in 
the Churchill area plus larger than normal numbers of other 
species.  Particularly noteworthy were Bufflehead, Hooded 
Merganser, Red-tailed Hawk, Purple Sandpiper, Mourning 
Dove, Eastern Kingbird, Winter Wren, Northern Wheatear and 
Mountain Bluebird.

Yellow Rails continue to be found in good numbers in many 
areas of the southern part of the province, including within the 
boundaries of the City of Winnipeg.  Kristen Martin, who is 

doing a 
survey of 
Yellow Rails 

in the southern 
part of the province, 

found a total of 38 birds 
at six different locations.

As Ken Gardner noted, it seems 
like the shorebirds just went 

north and here they are going 
back south again.  On July 3 he 

saw both Lesser and Greater 
Yellowlegs at the Grant’s Lake 

Wildlife Management Area.  Their 
numbers increased quite rapidly and 

on July 19 I saw about 130 shorebirds of ten different species 
in a flooded field a few miles west of Oak Hammock Marsh.

In early July Garry Budyk heard a White-throated Sparrow in 
full song in his neighbourhood in East Kildonan.  The bird 
continued to sing in the area and on July 17 he saw a recently 
fledged young in his yard.  This may be the first instance of a 
White-throated Sparrow nesting in Winnipeg.

If you have some unusual bird sightings, be sure to send them to 
me at 31 Kara Cove, Winnipeg, R2N 3C2, or in care of the 
Nature Manitoba office. You can also e-mail your sightings to me 
at ggrieef@mts.net.

The Manitoba 
Breeding Bird Atlas 
has been extremely 

fortunate to marry Nature 
Manitoba’s passion and 
local knowledge with 
Bird Studies Canada’s 
expertise and vision and 
The Manitoba Museum’s 
experience and enthusi-
asm. Together with the 
strong commitment and 
support of Environment 
Canada, Manitoba 
Conservation and 
Manitoba Hydro, we have 
been able to forge ahead 

with this pioneering project in an uncertain economy. We 
secured grants from the Winnipeg Foundation, the Manitoba 
Community Services Council and the Baillie Fund, and so 
many others lent a hand any way they could.

Both here in Manitoba and at Bird Studies Canada’s head 
office, we have devoted ourselves to designing the sampling 
framework, holding meetings and teleconferences, preparing 
annotated regional lists, “safe-date matrices” and guides for 
atlassers and point counters. It still amazes me that maps for 
6996 squares and the exceptional capacity of the website and 

database came together in such a short time. Our launch at 
FortWhyte Alive in April and several regional workshops 
were all very successful.

Our first year of atlassing would prove to be very wet in the 
south but the rain dampened no-one’s spirits. Our database 
to date (more data yet to be entered) shows 423 registered 
participants, 3161 completed point-counts in 244 squares, 
and 2270 hours of atlassing in 914 squares (more than 
30,000 records so far). Confirmed breeding has been 
recorded for 194 species plus breeding evidence for 71 
additional species. We have garnered support from lodges in 
the north to send volunteers to fly-in locations, and have 
raised funds from Environment Canada and the Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative to send crews to do point counts in 
western Manitoba.

Among the many 2010 highlights are the first confirmed 
breeding of Black-headed Grosbeak in Manitoba; breeding 
evidence of provincial rarities such as Western Tanager, 
Lazuli Bunting and Dickcissel; several locations for Eurasian 
Collared-Doves, and several range extensions including 
Northern Parula and Pine Warbler in the Interlake and the 
southernmost recorded breeding of Bonaparte’s Gull and 
Tundra Swan in the province.

There are many promising arrangements yet to be finalized 
and preparations for 2011 have already begun, so stay tuned 
to www.birdatlas.mb.ca for developments.  

the Manitoba Breeding Bird atlas - Year one update 
by Christian Artuso, Atlas Coordinator

An Osprey 
caught in 
mid-flight.

Dennis Swayze
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
Snow Goose 1 Jun 6 10 Coulter B. Di Labio tour group
Snow Goose 1 Jun 24 10 Middlechurch S. Shand
Snow Goose 8 Jul 13 10 Chain Lakes C. Artuso, et al
Trumpeter Swan 4 Jun 6 10 Ste. Anne V. Reimer, L. Giesbrecht
Trumpeter Swan 2 Jun 10 10 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Trumpeter Swan 9 Jun 20 10 Churchill B. Chartier
Trumpeter Swan 1 Jun 21 10 Whytewold C. McPherson, S. Shand
Wood Duck 2 Jun 3 10 Churchill B. Chartier
American Black Duck 1 Jun 24 10 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
King Eider 2 Jun 9 10 Churchill B. Chartier
Bufflehead 3 Jun 10 10 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Hooded Merganser 2 Jun 9 10 Churchill B. Chartier
Red-throated Loon 130 Jun 9 10 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Clark's Grebe 1 Jun 8 10 Ninette B. Di Labio tour group
American White Pelican 250+ Jun 2 10 East & North Shoal Lakes K. Gardner
American Bittern 13 Jun 1 10 Shoal Lakes R. & K. Porteous
Great Blue Heron 11 Jun 2 10 East & North Shoal Lakes K. Gardner
Great Egret 16 Jun 1 10 Shoal Lakes R. & K. Porteous
Snowy Egret 1 Jun 13 10 Whitewater Lake J. & G. Grieef
Snowy Egret 1 Jul 4 10 Whitewater Lake R. Seguin, J. Whitelaw, W. Christianson, M. Waldron
Black-crowned Night-Heron 13 Jun 1 10 Shoal Lakes R. & K. Porteous
Glossy Ibis 1 Jun 5 10 Whitewater Lake B. Di Labio tour group
White-faced Ibis 18 Jun 13 10 Whitewater Lake J. & G. Grieef
Red-tailed Hawk 1 Jun 6 10 Churchill B. Chartier
Yellow Rail 2 Jun 2 10 Winnipeg A. Aug
Yellow Rail 2 Jun 8 10 Winnipeg R. Wiebe
Red Knot 1 Jun 6 10 Churchill R. Koes tour group
Purple Sandpiper 1 Jun 12 10 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Red Phalarope 3 Jun 12 10 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Sabine's Gull 48 Jun 5 10 Churchill B. Chartier
Little Gull 3 Jun 9 10 Churchill B. Chartier
California Gull 1 Jun 11 10 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
California Gull 36 Jul 13 10 Whitewater Lake R. Parsons
Thayer's Gull 1 Jun 3 10 Churchill B. Chartier
Thayer's Gull 3 Jun 11 10 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Iceland Gull 1 Jun 11 10 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 Jun 13 10 Churchill B. Chartier
Glaucous Gull 1 Jun 4 10 Churchill B. Chartier
Great Black-backed Gull 1 Jun 6 10 Grand Rapids K. Eckert tour group
Eurasian Collared-Dove 1 Jun 3 10 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Eurasian Collared-Dove 1 Jun 8 10 St. Claude C. Braden
Eurasian Collared-Dove 1 Jul 3 10 Lyleton R. Seguin, J. Whitelaw, W. Christianson, M. Waldron
Mourning Dove 1 Jun 12 10 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Lewis's Woodpecker 1 Jun 9 10 Kleefeld C. & L. Penner
Lewis's Woodpecker 1 Jun 30 10 Steeprock Beach Park R. & D. Staniforth
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 May 21 10 North of Selkirk N. Massey
Eastern Kingbird 1 Jun 17 10 Churchill J. Langdon
Winter Wren 1 Jun 10 10 Churchill R. Koes tour group
Northern Wheatear 1 Jun 17 10 Churchill J. Lamey
Eastern Bluebird 20+ Jun 8 10 Spruce Woods P.P. area B. Di Labio tour group
Mountain Bluebird 1 Jun 10 10 Churchill B. Chartier
Northern Mockingbird 1 Jun 19 10 Minnedosa L. Boys
Northern Mockingbird 1 Jun 23 10 Stephenfield L. Blanchette
Northern Mockingbird 1 Jun 25 10 Poplar River M. Hindmarch
Chestnut-sided Warbler 1 Jun 6 10 The Pas D. Raitt
Western Tanager 2 Jun 5 10 The Pas D. Raitt
Field Sparrow 1 Jun 1 10 Riding Mountain Nat. Park I. Thorleifson
Lark Sparrow 1 Jun 2 10 Illford E. Sinclair
White-throated Sparrow 1 Jun 22 10 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Northern Cardinal 1 Jun 26 10 Dufresne B. Krosney
Black-headed Grosbeak 1 Jun 13 10 Melita area J. & G. Grieef
Lazuli Bunting 1 Jul 12 10 Lyleton C. Artuso, et al
Painted Bunting 1 Jun 15 10 Winnipeg M. Lacroix
Red-winged Blackbird 1 Jun 3 10 Churchill B. Chartier
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(...continued from page 1)

Protection: 
Important locally 

& globally

Ecological protection of this 
wilderness area has tremen-
dous regional and global 

significance.  

The proposed Fisher Bay park lies 
within 2 of Manitoba’s Natural 
Regions – Mid Boreal Lowland and 
Interlake Plain. The Manitoba 
government’s science-based 
Protected Areas Initiative has 
determined that both of these 
Natural Regions require additional 
protected area in order to be 
adequately conserved. 

The boreal forest is the world’s 
largest source of fresh water and 
plays an essential role in global 
oxygen production and climate 
regulation. Manitoba has an incredible responsibility to all life 
on the planet to maintain the ecological integrity of its boreal 
forests. 

Creating a Fisher Bay provincial park will be a valuable step 
toward achieving both of these important objectives.

Making it Happen
CPAWS has been working closely with FRCN in building 
support for creating the Fisher Bay provincial park. Official 
support to date includes:

Manitoba citizens - over 14,000 letters of support sent to 
Manitoba’s Premier

Bill Blaikie - Manitoba Conservation Minister 
Jon Gerrard - Liberal leader, Manitoba Legislature 
James Bezan - Cons. Member of Parliament,  

Selkirk-Interlake (location of Fisher Bay) 
James Beddome - MB Green Party Leader 
Ron Evans - Grand Chief, Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
Jackhead First Nation 
Arborg
Riverton
Coldwell - regional municipality 
Fisher - regional municipality 
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society 
Western Canada Wilderness Committee 
Nature Manitoba

After the groundswell of support, the Manitoba government 
recently committed to establishing the Fisher Bay park by 
October 2010. The province has consulted local communities 

and stakeholders. Public consulta-
tions are due to begin soon and may 
have already commenced at the time 
of publishing this article.To read the 
most current information on this 
initiative and to send a letter of 
support to Premier Selinger, please 
go to www.cpawsmb.org, click on 
“Our Conservation Work” then 
“Fisher Bay”.

The Final Stage: 
Ensuring the best 

boundaries
The final step is ensuring the Fisher 
Bay park is designed with the best 
boundaries possible. FRCN and 
CPAWS are proposing boundaries 
based on the results and analysis of 
recent independent Ecological and 
Economic Studies performed in the 
region. We’re hoping that a lack of 
political will doesn’t get in the way 

of making this the best park it can be. Building on the 
tremendous public and political support already achieved is the 
strongest avenue to securing this outcome. 

Premier Selinger has a golden opportunity here to make 
headway on long overdue commitments to keep our boreal 
wilderness healthy and well. Swift action by the Manitoba 
government to honour Fisher River Cree Nation’s and CPAWS’ 
wishes to create the Fisher Bay park with appropriate boundar-
ies will be a giant leap toward a healthy future for wildlife, 
Manitobans, and the Earth.  

The author, Ron Thiessen, will be speaking on Fisher Bay at 
our Oct. 18th Discovery Evening. See page 18 for more details.

The Piping Plover is one of Canada’s most endangered species 
largely as a result of human encroachment on the beaches used 
to lay their eggs. Protecting Fisher Bay’s seldom-used beaches 

could go a long way in ensuring the Piping Plover’s survival.

Fisher Bay 
Journey to Establish a Provincial Park

R
on Thiessen, C
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Little Limestone Lake is a 15-kilometre body of water in the karst landscape north of Grand Rapids, a limestone region 
with underground drainage and many cavities and passages caused by the dissolution of the rock. It is referred to 
as a marl lake as it changes colour when calcite precipitates in the water as its temperature increases in the summer, 

and even from a cold morning to a warm afternoon. It is considered to be the best and most outstanding example of a 
marl lake in the world. The Province is proposing that it become a provincial park. See page 2 for more details.

Back to the drawing Board on Boundaries
Map of the proposed Little Limestone Lake Provincial Park. Note the 
totally inadequate “buffer” around the lake which offers very little 
protection, especially on the south side, with other small bodies of 
water flowing directly into the south bay of Little Limestone.

There is a disconnect between this proposed boundary and the level 
of threat faced by the lake as identified in the government’s own 
publication on the lake, which suggests that the biggest threats are:

• pollution of surface or ground water
• collapse of limestone bedrock... due to activities such as the use 
of heavy equipment, and
• soil, bedrock and vegetation disturbances... that might affect the 
biological, geological or hydrological characteristics.

Conclusion: the government needs to go back to the drawing board 
on the park’s boundaries. Go to www.manitobaparks.com to make 
your views known.
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by David Punter, Department of Biological 
Sciences, University of Manitoba

Mushroom season is upon us again and there are some 
things that one should be aware of before venturing 
out to enjoy the fruits of the forest. Mushrooms are 

the sexual fruiting structures of true fungi. The term is gener-
ally applied, not only to the umbrella-shaped structures 
produced by members of the Agaricaceae (gilled mushroom 
family), but to all fleshy fruiting bodies that are readily visible 
to the naked eye, including boletes, morels, truffles, jelly fungi 
and even some polypores. Worldwide, some 10,000 fungal 
species have been described that produce potentially edible 
fruiting bodies. About 10% of those have been reported from 
Manitoba and there is every reason to expect that many more 
are present. Many mushroom-producing fungi are very wide-
spread, whereas others may be quite localized and host- or 
substrate-specific. Most grow on dead organic matter (wood, 
leaves, roots) or form mutualistic associations with the living 
roots of trees (mycorrhizas).

Fortunately, only a small proportion of the mushrooms one 
might be tempted to eat can be considered dangerous and very 
few are potentially lethal to anyone in normal health. However, 
like other foods, particular mushrooms may produce allergic 
reactions – usually gastrointestinal disturbance – in certain 
individuals.

Collecting
When collecting unfamiliar 
mushrooms be sure to take 
the whole fruiting body 
including the base; this is 
important because some of 
the most dangerous species 
are recognized by the pres-
ence of a volva (Fig 1). Keep 
each different kind in a 
separate paper (not plastic) 
bag to avoid contamination 
and confusion. Collect fresh 
examples of all stages, from 
egg stage to fully expanded, if 
possible. Fill out a Data Sheet 

(see Nature Manitoba website, under “Botany & More”) for 
each kind, especially noting transient characters such as colour, 
taste/smell, viscidity (stickiness) and veil structure, which may 
change or be lost with time. The data sheet can be placed in 
the bag under the cap of a mature specimen, gills down, to 
catch a spore print. This is an important step since the colour of 
spores in bulk is one of the main diagnostic characters.

(continued on next page...)

Book Review
(Excerpts from a review published in  
The Vancouver Sun, April 3rd, 2010,  
by Rebecca Wigod)

Did you know that mankind has 
probably killed a million sperm 
whales over the course of history 

and yet the resilient species still swims in 
all the world’s oceans? Were you aware 
that the ptarmigan, a grouse-like Arctic 
bird that normally doesn’t have a gall 
bladder, will develop one if raised in 
captivity and fed a fatty diet? Have you 
ever thought about the fact that cattle 
make up the greatest biomass (number of 
animals times weight per animal) of any 
mammal on Earth and exceed human 
biomass by about one-third?

These are just three of the facts John and 
Mary Theberge present in their new book. 
In it, the couple - originally from Ontario 
and now living on the slopes of Mount 
Baldy, “a biologists’ paradise” in Oliver, 
B.C. -- hope to open people’s eyes to the 

beauty and complexity of nature, as 
Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring did in the 
mid-20th century.

“We’re awash with environmental facts. 
We have been for decades, [but] it hasn’t 
motivated us adequately, 
probably because that connec-
tion [with nature] isn’t there. 
We’re an urban society, largely,” 
says John, “Our hope was that, 
with greater depth of under-
standing, the real marvel of it 
all comes alive and [people 
will] care about it.”

The Ptarmigan’s Dilemma is a 
distillation of everything he and 
wife Mary, an educator, have 
learned from their decades of 
field research. Together they have studied 
ptarmigan (“capable of withstanding some 
of the coldest conditions our planet can 
dish out”) in Alaska; wolves, coyotes and 
foxes in the Yukon; wolf/prey dynamics in 
Algonquin Park, and moose and caribou in 
various parts of North America.

They also have spent the last six years 
trying to get a national park established in 
the South Okanagan, where the dry 
shrub-steppe ecosystem needs protection 
from being “carved up, bulldozed, 
cemented over, subdivided and grazed by 

livestock.” Says John: “… If we don’t save 
this arm of shrub-steppe ecosystem -- the 
only piece we have in Canada, with so 
many species -- future generations not too 
far down the road are going to resent the 
fact that we didn’t do a proper job.”

In the book, which took them 
six years to write, the Theberges 
strove to extract meaning from 
their years in the field and link 
their experiences to evolution-
ary and ecological theory.  Not 
only do they show themselves 
playing their recording of a 
Vancouver Island Swainson’s 
thrush song to a Swainson’s 
thrush in Nevada (“He immedi-
ately recognized this different 
song and came zooming in, very 

perturbed”), they give their science 
writing a pleasing lyricism.

The ptarmigan’s titular dilemma doesn’t 
have to do with gall bladders, but rather 
with the fact that ptarmigan chicks must 
leave their mother’s warm body and 
forage for food quickly, balancing the 
need for nourishment against the possibil-
ity of dying in the extreme cold.  “The 
ptarmigan’s dilemma,” they write, “is life’s 
dilemma: to stay within the  
habitable zone.”

The Ptarmigan’s 
Dilemma

(...continued from page 9)

Fairy ring (Marasmius oreades)
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Barron, G. E. Mushrooms of Ontario and eastern Canada (Lone Pine Publishing, Edmonton, AB, 1999). 

Haard, R. & Haard, K. Poisonous and hallucinogenic mushrooms (Cloudburst Press Ltd., Brackendale, BC, 1975). 

Lincoff, G. & Mitchel, D. H. Toxic & hallucinogenic mushroom poisoning (Van Nostrand Reinhold, New York, 1977). 

Miller, O. K., Jr. Mushrooms of North America (E.P. Dutton, New York, 1977). 

Phillips, R. Mushrooms of North America (Little, Brown and Company, Boston, 1991). 

Schalkwijk-Barendsen, H. M. E. Mushrooms of Northwest North America (Lone Pine Publishing, Edmonton, AB, 1994).

(...continued from  
previous page)

Identification
Most mushrooms can be identified 
to genus on the basis of macro-
scopic field characters; the most 
important structures and terms 
are given in Fig. 1. For positive 
identification to species one may 
need to examine the spore-bearing 
tissue under a compound micro-
scope. 

Accurate identification, using the 
keys found in most identification 
manuals, depends on having the 
appropriate information, hence 
the importance of completing Data Sheets.  
There are many guides to mushroom identifi-
cation on the market. Field guides are just 
that – guides. None of them will describe all 
the species that you are likely to encounter 
but will have a selection of the commonest 
and most widespread in the area covered. If in 
doubt or faced with something rare, seek 
advice. Good field guides for this area (see below) 
include those by Barron (1999), Miller (1977) 
and Schwalkwijk-Barendsen (1994). More 
comprehensive accounts and keys can be 
found in Arora (1986) and Phillips (1991).  
All of these guides have glossaries, many 
illustrated, to help you navigate through 
the maze of terms.

To eat or not to eat...
Unfortunately, there is no single test 
(e.g. blackening of silver, peelability, 
whether eaten by animals) or character 
(colour of gills, presence of volva) that 
will distinguish between a potentially edible 
mushroom and a poisonous one (sometimes 
called a toadstool). Moreover, one species may 
be poisonous while closely related ones are 
harmless. The only safe solution is to identify the 
species using reliable keys; even then, some 
mushroom species may only produce toxins over 

part of their range, or on certain 
hosts but not on others. This can 
lead to confusing statements in 
the literature. Always err on the 
side of safety and, if in doubt, 
have your identification checked.

Ultimately, of course, the acid test 
is to eat the mushroom. If you are 
intent on trying a mushroom that 
you have not eaten before or that 
you cannot identify with certainty, 
stick to these rules:

1; Be sure that you have only 
one kind

2; Keep a thorough record (ie, 
data sheet) of the characteristics 
needed for identification to genus 

3; Keep a fresh specimen in a paper bag in 
the refrigerator

4; Eat only a small, thoroughly cooked 
portion (5 sq.cm.) of a fresh cap, and if, after 
24 hours, no adverse symptoms have devel-
oped, gradually increase the amount taken.

In this way you should never suffer more than a 
minor gastric upset.  If you do have unpleasant 

symptoms, take the collection notes and 
refrigerated specimen to the Poison Centre 
or a mycologist for identification to species.

The palatability of a fungus is a very 
personal matter depending on its colour, 
texture, taste, smell, substrate, and other 
factors. Condition is also important: 
mushrooms that have begun to decay or 
have become infested with insects may 
contain toxic breakdown products. They 

may also harbour harmful bacteria that 
can cause symptoms of food poisoning so 

eat only specimens that are fresh and clean.  
The overriding maxim is ‘If in doubt, throw it 

out.’  The best approach, for those who want to 
enjoy wild mushrooms, is to start with a few easily 

identified, well-known, edible species and gradu-
ally branch out from there.

Honey mushroom 
(Armillariella mellea)

Mushroom data sheet
Go to our website at 

www.naturemanitoba.ca 
 and click on “Botany & More”.

Figure 1.
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Monday, October 18th, 2010

Fisher Bay – Journey to 
Establish a Provincial Park

Ron Thiessen 
(Executive Director, CPAWS Manitoba)

Location: Salle Pauline Boutal on main floor

Located on the west side of Lake Winnipeg is a truly spectacu-
lar boreal forest wilderness area called Fisher Bay. The Fisher 
River Cree Nation (FRCN), under the leadership of Chief 

David Crate, and the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society 
(CPAWS) have formed a partnership for the purpose of creating a 
Fisher Bay provincial park to protect this unique part of Manitoba 
for nature, culture, and sustainable tourism opportunities. Ron 
Thiessen will tell us about the work that has been done over the 
past several years to protect Fisher Bay. The evening will include a 
presentation of the Prairie Crocus Award to Chief David Crate. For 
more information, see article on page 1 & 14 of this issue.

Monday, November 1st, 2010

Severe Prairie Thunderstorms, 
Tornadogenesis and Storm Chasing

Dr. John Hanesiak 
(Associate Professor, Dept. of Environment and 

Geography, University of Manitoba)

Accurately predicting the location and timing of thunder-
storm initiation (called convection initiation) and which 
storm(s) will produce tornadoes (called tornadogenesis) are 

currently two of the most perplexing issues in meteorology today. 
There are many factors that control both convection initiation and 
tornadogenesis, making these difficult to accurately predict on any 
given potential severe weather day. Weather forecasters, scientists 
and storm chasers (who can sometimes be all one and the same!) 
share the difficulties in making their predictions and improving 
our knowledge about convection initiation and tornadogenesis. 
The presentation will discuss what is currently known about these 
two phenomena, how they relate to storm chasing and the critical 
need for data, and will highlight some of the remaining issues yet 
to be resolved on the scientific frontier. The critical importance of 
weather warning dissemination and being prepared for summer 
severe weather will also be raised.

Monday, November 15th, 2010

From Wind Farms to White-Nose 
Syndrome: Challenges for the 
Conservation of Manitoba Bats

Dr. Craig Willis 
(Associate Professor, Dept. of Biology, University of Winnipeg)

Manitoba is home to 6 species of insect-eating bats which 
provide important ecosystem services and contribute to 
mammalian diversity in the province. The recent emer-

gence of white-nose syndrome (WNS) in eastern North America 
represents an urgent threat to the three Manitoba species which 
hibernate during winter while industrial-scale wind energy 
development presents a conservation challenge for our other three 
species (which migrate). In particular, WNS is now considered to 
have caused the most rapid wildlife population declines in 
recorded history and could cause extinction of the little brown bat, 
currently Manitoba’s most common bat. Dr Willis will talk about 
the biology of these fascinating, misunderstood mammals and 
discuss research being done by his group to address both of these 
conservation issues.
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Provincial
Park.

Nature Manitoba’s Discovery Evenings are held 
at Le Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain, 

340 Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface.

All programs will be held in Salle Antoine-
Gaborieau (on the second floor) except for Oct. 18 
(Fisher Bay) and Jan. 10 (Texas Wild), which will be 

held in the main floor theatre, Salle Pauline Boutal.

Programs start at 7:30 pm except for the 
March 21st AGM which starts at 7 pm. 

Admission is $2.00 for members and $3.00 for 
non-members. Members must show a valid Nature 
Manitoba membership card to get the reduced rate. 

For more information, call the Nature Manitoba office 
at 943-9029 or email naturemanitoba@mts.net

Don’t forget about Nature Manitoba’s 

special event on Monday, october 25th  
with John & Mary Theberge

See page 9 for event details.

Discovery
Evenings

2010 - 2011
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Monday, November 29th, 2010

Manitoba’s Wild 
Wood Bison

Brian Joynt 
(Regional Wildife Manager, 

Manitoba Conservation)

Few people realize Manitoba is home 
to a wild free-ranging herd of wood 
bison.  This genetically pure and 

disease free population lives in the 
Northern Interlake and is an important part 
of the national recovery strategy for this 
threatened species.  This presentation will 
provide information about Manitoba’s wild 
wood bison, including their history, biology, 
habitat and future management. 

Monday, December 13th, 2010

 MEMBERS’ NIGhT

Experience the 
Rockies in Winter

John Gray will introduce you to the 
beauty of the mountains in winter, and 
to hut-based backcountry skiing in the 

Rocky Mountains.

Guyana – A Nature 
Lover’s Paradise

Join Lea Stogdale as she takes us on a 
trip to Guyana, a marvelous little 
Caribbean-South American, English-

speaking country with tropical rain forest, 
birds, animals and genuine people. 

Monday, January 10th, 2011

Texas Wild: Wildlife 
on Texas Ranches

Dennis Fast 
(Wildlife photographer, past-

president of the MNS, 1980-81)

Location: Salle Pauline Boutal on main floor

In April 2010 Dennis Fast participated in 
the bi-annual Images for Conservation 
Fund Pro-Tour competition to help 

promote the conservation of wildlife 
habitat on private lands in Texas. Twenty 
photographers from 5 countries were 
invited to spend a month on separate 
ranches attempting to photograph as much 
of the wildlife on each ranch as possible. 
The resulting images will then be used to 
produce a coffee-table book designed to 
showcase the beauty and variety of Texas 
wildlife.

Dennis will share his experiences and 
photos from the two competitions in which 
he has participated. He promises you won’t 
want to miss the flowers, snakes, animals 
and insects (but no polar bears) that 
constitute the abundant diversity of 
southern Texas. He might even throw in a 
few bird photos!

Monday, January 24th, 2011

Effects of Climate Change 
on Contaminants in 
Arctic Ecosystems

Dr. Gary Stern 
(DFO Research Chair, Centre 

for Earth Observation Science, 
University of Manitoba)

Dr. Stern is a senior research scientist 
with the Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans (Freshwater Institute, 

Winnipeg) and a professor with the Centre 
for Earth Observation Science, Department 
of Geography, University of Manitoba.  
During his presentation he will share 
information about his research involving 
the study of environmental pathways of 
contaminants, including their delivery, 
transport, and elimination from Arctic 
marine and freshwater aquatic ecosystems.  
Dr. Stern will speak about climate variation 
which has been shown to alter, for 
example, sea ice dynamics, food web 
structure, and foraging of beluga and 
ringed seals.

Monday, February 7th, 2011

The Lake Winnipeg 
Foundation Commitment 

to Lake Winnipeg

Dr. Alex Salki 
(Lake Winnipeg Foundation Board 

Member, Living Lakes Canada Liaison)

Established in 2005 as a charitable, 
non-profit ENGO by a group of 
concerned citizens, the Lake Win-

nipeg Foundation (www.lakewinnipegfoun-
dation.org) is dedicated to restoring and 
protecting the health of Lake Winnipeg and 
its watershed.   It promotes the use of 
scientifically-based, sustainable lake and 
watershed management practices in all 
economic activities.  Over 80% of the 
money it raises is used to support projects 
intended to reduce nutrient and surface 
water loading to steams, to restore and 
preserve wetlands, to create new research 
data, and to provide student training in 

ecosystem science.  Examples of funded 
projects will be provided. Recognizing 
water quality deterioration as a global 
problem, the Lake Winnipeg Foundation 
joined the Global Nature Fund’s Living 
Lakes Network, uniting with other ENGOs 
to confront the dilemma.  

Wednesday, March 2nd, 2011 
(NOTE: Wednesday, not Monday!)

Grassland Conservation 
Plan for Prairie Grouse 

in North America

Dr. Richard Baydack 
(Professor, Dept. of Environment and 
Geography, University of Manitoba)

A Grassland Conservation Plan for 
Prairie Grouse in North America, 
coordinated by the North American 

Grouse Partnership, was recently devel-
oped.  The goals of the Plan are to 
enhance, conserve, and restore grassland 
ecosystems to benefit prairie grouse and 
other grassland species. The Plan uses an 
ecosystem diversity approach to compare 
historical grassland conditions to the 
current situation.  Priority areas for 
grassland conservation are then selected to 
benefit each prairie grouse species.  The 
Plan identifies a goal of conserving or 
restoring 65 million acres of grasslands for 
prairie grouse, along with strategies for 
implementation. 

Monday, March 21st, 2011

ANNUAL MEETING  
(early start at 7:00 pm)

Aldabra, North of 
Madagascar

James Whitelaw 
(Vice-President, Nature Manitoba) 

The Seychelles consist of 115 islands 
with a land area of 455 sq.km. 
scattered over 1.4 million km2 of the 

western Indian Ocean. The central Sey-
chelles are granitic, ancient continental 
fragments with their own distinctive flora 
and fauna. The outlying islands are coral 
atolls. The most interesting of these is 
Aldabra Atoll which, since its last re-
emergence above the waves 80,000 years 
ago, has been colonized by a variety of 
plants and animals and has developed a 
unique ecosystem. This presentation will 
explore the natural history of Aldabra, now 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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About Nature Manitoba 

The Objectives of Nature Manitoba are to: 
• Foster an awareness and appreciation of the natural environment 

and an understanding of humanity’s place therein; 
• Provide an association and voice for those interested in natural 

history and the outdoors, and cooperate with individuals and 
organizations with similar goals; 

• Arrange educational and recreational programs and field trips to 
promote an understanding of the natural environment; 

• Stimulate research and record and preserve data and material in 
natural history and allied subjects; 

• Work for the preservation of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Receipts for income tax purposes are issued 
for amounts in excess of membership.

See the experienced 
sales staff at Photo 

Central for...

Friendly Service 
and Expert Advice!

• Cameras
• Binoculars
• Accessories

• Photo Copies
• Photo Courses

• Film Developing

FREE PARKING!

NAture MANItOBA StOretours For NaturaLists
***Costa riCa BirdiNG*** 

22 January - 2 February 2011 (12 days)  
Cost $3750 CAD (dbl occup) from San Jose, Costa Rica

Costa Rica is one of the birdiest regions of the world with 820 species in the tiny country. The tour 
visits a wide range of habitats from high volcanoes to Pacific beaches; a classic tropical birding 
experience with parrots. macaws, hummingbirds, trogons, motmots, toucans, antbirds, 
cotingas, manikins, tanagers & many others. Accommodations are at renowned ecolodges & all 
meals are included. The tour is fully guided with our own tour manager and an expert local bird 
guide. Resplendent Quetzal anyone?

***ariZoNa iN FeBruarY*** 
16-27 February 2011 (12 days) 

Cost $2600 CAD (dbl occup) from Phoenix
Arizona is home to some of the most unique, famous and unforgettable landscapes in the world. 
the Grand Canyon, the mesas and buttes of Monument Valley and the silhouette of a saguaro 
against a golden sunset are images so famous that we have grown up with them since childhood. 
The tour incorporates all of the elements that make Arizona such a memorable destination and in 
the space of 12 days we will experience many of its most beautiful and famous landscapes includ-
ing The Grand Canyon, Monument Valley, Canyon de Chelly, Sedona, and the Sonoran and 
Chihua huan Deserts. Join us for a mid-winter tour to the blue skies of this famous state.

***YuKoN & deMPster hiGhwaY***
Land of the Midnight Sun 

Tour I, 18-29 June 2011 (12 days) - Tour II, 1-12 July 2011 
Cost $3500 (dbl occup) +GST from Whitehorse

The Yukon is a fabled land whose very name evokes archetypal images of wilderness and a 
frontier populated by colourful characters. On this tour we will experience both the natural and 
human landscapes of this fascinating and beautiful land, visiting the Klondike, the dempster 
highway, and the Mackenzie delta. The Dempster is renowned as a naturalist’s paradise with its 
varied and beautiful landscapes, sought-after bird species, large mammals and we visit at the 
peak of the wildflower display. at latitude 66N we cross the arctic Circle and enter the Land 
of the Midnight sun. We also fly across the Mackenzie Delta to Tuktoyaktuk on the Arctic Ocean.

Leaders: Tony Greenfield & Dr. Rand Rudland
whisKeYJaCK Nature tours

BOX 319, SECHELT, BC, V0N 3A0 
Tel: 604-885-5539, Email: tony@whiskeyjacknaturetours.com  

Full details & itineraries at website: www.whiskeyjacknaturetours.com  
BC reg #34425

www.naturemanitoba.ca


