
by Richard Staniforth

Imagine! Spore dust from a fern that 
renders you invisible, or that your 
horse habitually sheds its shoes when 

being ridden at midnight through a field 
containing ferns, or that the fern frond can be 
used to open any lock! These are the strange features of 
a unique little group of ferns known as moonworts, adder’s-
tongues and rattlesnake ferns – the Ophioglossid (“snake’s 
tongue”) ferns. 

Over recent years, these ferns have gradually exposed their 
true secrets, thanks to modern techniques. Certain species 
have been divided into many, and others have been orga-
nized into new genera. Homer Scoggan, who wrote the 
classic Flora of Manitoba in 1957, would likely have been 
most surprised. Moonwort classification madness has hit 
hard! He had recorded four Manitoba species all belonging 
to a single genus. In 2011, we recognize up to four genera 
and 10 or 11 species in our province. This number includes 
some that are extremely rare, some that have only recently 
been recognized as true species, and others that have only 
recently been found in Manitoba. 

What follows are the results that form part of a retirement 
project – to look a little more closely at Manitoba ferns, in 
the light of our new understanding of this curious group of 
plants. A big “thank you” to Diana Robson and Janice 
Klapecki at the Manitoba Museum, and to Bruce Ford and 

Elizabeth Punter at the University of Manitoba 
for allowing me to study their fern collec-

tions. These consisted of 220 specimens of 
Ophioglossid ferns in total. The project 

would have included serious errors had 
it not been for the willingness of D. 
Farrar and P. Williston to make 
suggestions for specimens that had 
given me identification difficulties.

Prairie Moonwort 
(Botrychium campestre)

A single plant was discovered in 
Bird’s Hill Provincial Park in May 
2005 and then reappeared during 

the following three springs. This is a 
species of prairies and dry places in 

the northern Great Plains with isolated 
populations around the Great Lakes and 

elsewhere in North America.

Rattlesnakes, 
Adder’s-tongues 

& Moonwort 
Madness  

in Manitoba

An annotated checklist 
of the Ophioglossid ferns

Common 
moonworts growing 

in Churchill.
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President’s Corner
by Roger Turenne

The AGM and Victoria Beach

This year’s AGM, on March 21, was quite a success, 
starting with the attendance. Last year’s meeting 
began late, for lack of a quorum. No such problem 

this year. But since most of you did not attend, I will 
repeat some of my AGM remarks here.

Over the past 12 months, the Board of Directors has 
worked hard to build upon the foundations laid down the previous year and to make 
Nature Manitoba a truly exciting place to be. I had hoped that these efforts would 
translate into an increase in membership. Well, it didn’t happen. Our numbers are 
about where they were last year. I choose to look on the positive side of that. For two 
years running, we have held steady. At the risk of tempting fate, I am confident that 
we are no longer in a crisis mode, but I am not quite ready to declare “mission 
accomplished!” At a time when Nature Manitoba is no longer the only game in town 
with respect to nature-based activities, we need to continually strive to satisfy the 
interests and desires of our members.

Among the highlights of the past year is a major revamping of our newsletter, moving 
from a monthly to a bimonthly, with greatly increased natural history content. Nature 
Manitoba has been more involved on the environmental action front than it has been 
for many years. The main focus of our activity has been the fight to protect Little 
Limestone Lake, which has taken up a considerable amount of my time over the past 
several months.

Our other main areas of activity have also had a successful year: the outdoor 
activities, the Discovery Evenings, the Workshops, the Grey Hares, Mantario, the 
Natural Garden Tour, the Breeding Bird Atlas, and the garage sales. One of our 
programs came to an abrupt end this 
year: the Victoria Beach cabin. It has 
unfortunately come to the end of its 
useful life and we had to terminate 
rentals for safety and liability reasons. 

Discussing the fate of the Victoria Beach 
cabin occupied a major portion of the 
AGM. Sean Worden, Chair of the Victoria Beach Cabin Committee, gave a detailed 
report on the latest developments and clearly outlined the options available to Nature 
Manitoba. A structural engineer’s report had been obtained which indicated that an 
amount of approximately $50,000 would be required to rehabilitate the cabin. A 
professional appraisal of the property was also obtained, which established a 
probable sale value in the order of $125,000.

Three options were outlined: sell, repair, or rebuild the cabin. Repairing or rebuilding 
the cabin would both involve a considerable amount of money. Little or no grant 
money would be available to finance such a venture, so the entire burden would fall 
on the Nature Manitoba membership. To what end? It all came down to the following 
question: if we had $125,000 at our disposal, would the purchase of a cottage in a 
high-end development be the best way to fulfill Nature Manitoba’s mandate? By show 
of hands, the overwhelming majority of those present at the AGM answered in the 
negative. After due diligence, the board will therefore proceed towards divestiture.

It was not an easy decision. There are members who are deeply attached to the cabin 
and for whom their experiences there are an important part of their Nature Manitoba 
membership. Members will have one last chance to say goodbye to the cabin at a 
work party on May 28 to prepare the property for sale (see next page for more details). 
As sad as it may be to see an end to one of our longest-running programs, the sale of 
the cabin will significantly strengthen the financial position of the organization 
which, in turn, opens up new possibilities. The future looks bright indeed.

“The sale of the cabin will 
significantly strengthen 

the financial position of 
the organization.”
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by Tommy Allen
Photo: Rudolf Koes
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Brad is a birder, but he wasn’t born a 
birder. He grew up in a small town 
in Michigan, where he and his 

siblings were more interested in sports 
like basketball, football, biking and 
fishing. He completed his education 
degree in 1972, which allowed him to 
travel, working in a variety 
of places, from Nigeria to 
Minnedosa and Thompson, 
Manitoba. He did spend 
some time exploring the 
outdoors, including 
backcountry canoe trips 
while he was in Thompson, 
but that was not a primary 
focus of his, and birding 
had not yet pervaded his mind. Brad 
chose to specialize in deaf education, and 
went back to school at the University of 
British Columbia. Afterwards, he ended 
up moving to Winnipeg to work at the 
Manitoba School for the Deaf.

Later on, Brad and his wife took a year 
and a half off to travel through Europe, 
Asia and Africa. They stopped to visit 
some friends in Tanzania, and did some 
camping in the Serengeti, where 
despite the loss of sleep caused by 
noisy hyenas, Brad was swayed into 
thinking differently about nature and 
birds. When he returned to Manitoba, 
he became more aware of the MNS, 
through existing friends and some 
naturalists he met in the parks. He 

joined the MNS and took advantage of 
all of the trips offered. He made a keen 
effort to learn as much as he could 
from other knowledgeable members, 
who were always generous and eager 
to share.

Now that he has been 
retired for over 6 years, 
Brad has had more time 
to travel and pursue 
birding as more than just 
a hobby. He has taken 
intensive birding trips, 
many with other MNS 
members and birders, all 

the way to India, Mexico, Chile, 
Argentina and his favorite area, 
Antarctica. Despite this extensive 
traveling, though, he’s quite proud of 
what Manitoba has to offer, “It’s 
amazing the diversity of bird life we 
have right here in Manitoba.” He loves 
pointing out new birds to beginners, 
who are always surprised at just how 
colourful and interesting some of the 
local bird life is around here.

If you’d like to learn a bit about birds, 
there are lots of opportunities in May. 
Brad is leading a series of bird outings, 
“Birding for Beginners” (see page 13) as 
well as the last workshop, “Birding by 
Ear” on May 3 (see page 22).

“It’s amazing 
the diversity 

of bird life we 
have right here 
in Manitoba.”

About Nature
..
.

Brad 
Carey

Newsletter Editor’s Email
The editor’s new email address is  

editor@naturemanitoba.ca, 
although the gmail address will 
still reach the same mailbox.

Victoria Beach Cabin 
Work Party

The Victoria Beach cabin committee 
is hosting a work party to clean up 
the site and perform general spring 
cleaning & housekeeping at the 
cottage on Saturday May 28th, in 
preparation for the eventual sale of 
the property. 

Please contact Sean Worden at 
781-0796 or srworden@mts.net for 
more information.

Did you know…
•	 The	land	was	a	grant	from	the	

Municipality
•	 1923:	Victoria	Beach	Clubhouse	

opened
•	 1956:	Cabin	rebuild	after	storm
•	 1971:	Electricity	installed
•	 1974:	First	Taxes	Levied

Welcome New Members!
February 15th - April 15th, 2011:

Mavis Bollman &  
Ray Hesslein

Arita de Boer &  
Robyn Gordon-Brown

Ali Dehkordi &  
Jillian Hoogland
Katrina	Froese
Julie Jacobson
Brad	Loewen
Jarod Matwiy

Anthony Morham &  
Roxanne Beaudette

Walter Nikkel
Sandy &  

Sagan Rayner
George Sinclair
Murray Smith &  
Liane	Paixao
Glen Shack
Eric	Smith	&	 

Louise	Buelow-Smith
Jane Stewart

Leslie	Ternowetsky
Lindsay	Wazny
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Have a short story?
Please	send	us	your	short	stories	(approximately	300-500	words)	
of interesting encounters with Manitoba nature, whether from your 
backyard	or	out	in	the	field.	Accompanying	photos	appreciated!

by Julia Schoen

I was treated to something very 
special in my garden this past 
summer. I grow Swamp Milkweed 

in half a dozen of my flowerbeds and 
every year I find that anywhere from 
two to twelve stunning Monarch 
caterpillars hatch on these plants. They 
proceed to eat their way through the 
leaf and flower smorgasbord provided 
by the host plant. If I’m lucky, I find the 
jewel-like chrysalis once the 
larva has pupated and, 
on a few occasions, 
have taken a pupa 
into the house to 
watch the 
hatching 
process.

This annual 
event took on 
epic proportions 
in 2010 when my 
nursery produced 
forty caterpillars! 
The milkweed stalks, 
front and back, were 
“dripping” with these striped 
beauties that pretty much laid waste to 
my abundant stock of the plant. The 
larvae lined the branches of the larger, 
well-established plants and a number 
of them even resorted to eating the 
new younger plants, the result of my 
tardy deadheading practices. However, 
I was quite happy to be able to provide 
dinner for my little guests in spite of 
the havoc they were wreaking in my 
garden.

A note on that carnage should be 
added here. These plants had been 
stripped away to bare stalk but about 
two weeks later, the power 
of nature had helped 
regenerate their leaves in 
each garden. I found this 
short turnaround time to 
be very impressive!

But along with the joy of 
this summer excitement 

came some sorrow. I could not 
locate most of the pupae 

once the larvae had 
gone off to develop 

into their final 
stage. I like to 
think that I 
provided habitat 
for thirty-nine 
successful births. 
One, however, 

was not as 
fortunate. This 

pupa hatched into a 
beautiful butterfly 

without a problem in 
early September, but it 

became evident as the day wore on 
that the newborn was having trouble 
completing its process. One of its 
wings was damaged and it just could 
not get airborne.

My heart went out to it as I watched it 
limp around my patio. I brought it 
water and flowerheads for nourish-
ment and wished it well. But three 
days later, it had disappeared – dinner, 
probably, for some creature.

There was an emotional learning 
process involved with this adventure 
for me as well. It was so painful to 

watch this young butterfly 
hobble about that I had 
wondered, reluctantly, if it 
would be best to put it out 
of its misery. But I couldn’t 
do it. I phoned an ento-
mologist (a Nature 
Manitoba member) to 

query this and was told that generally, 
it was best to let nature take its course. 
This was very difficult to do but I 
stayed my course and was relieved 
when Day 3 came and the butterfly 
had gone.

But those three days were also a 
connected time for me, being able to 
experience nature at such close hand. 
When the butterfly crawled up onto 
my hand at feeding time, tears came. 
It’s hard to describe why.

I am simply grateful for my summer of 
bounty and my personal encounter 
with one of Nature’s lovely and 
delicate treasures.

Encounters of the
Natural Kind

Butterf ly Chronicles 2010
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Monarch 
butterfly  

on an 
Echinacea  

flower.

Monarch 
caterpillars 
on Swamp 
Milkweed.

“When the 
butterfly 

crawled up onto 
my hand at feeding 
time, tears came”
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Meditation and Sylvia Lakes added to Protected Areas
(Government of Manitoba’s official press release, March 8, 2011)

Meditation and Sylvia lakes in 
Whiteshell Provincial Park will be 

managed as natural, protected areas, free 
from development, Conservation Minister 
Bill Blaikie announced on March 8.

“These two areas were the focus of public 
reviews related to the proposed Tim 
Horton Foundation Youth Leadership 
Camp,” said Blaikie. “The review process 
has led to our decision to ensure the 
Meditation Lake area remains as 
undeveloped backcountry and the lands 
adjacent to the camp at Sylvia Lake will 
not be developed or made accessible for 

new cottage development.”

Meditation Lake is a gateway to Horse-
shoe Lake, a popular canoeing area in the 
Whiteshell. It was the focus of a public 
review last spring when it was considered 
a possible site for a Tim Horton Founda-
tion Youth Leadership Camp. A variety of 
concerns led to an alternate, more 
suitable location, west of Sylvia Lake, 
Blaikie said.

“The new policies limit development in 
both areas,” said Blaikie. “The Meditation 
and Sylvia lake areas will be managed as 

natural, undeveloped landscapes for 
today and for future generations. A 
land-use category change will be initiated 
in the near future, adding an additional 
level of protection to these sites.”

The minister thanked all the Manitobans 
who provided input into the consideration 
of the Tim Horton’s proposal. Many 
valuable suggestions came forward, some 
of which are being incorporated into the 
two new policies for managing Meditation 
Lake and the land adjacent to the Tim 
Hortons camp, he said.

Nature in the News. . .

Largest Private Land Conservation Agreement in Manitoba Signed
(excerpted from a Manitoba Habitat Heritage Corporation press release, October 1, 2010)

Today, the Rural Municipalities of 
Langford and Lansdowne signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding with 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, 
Agri-Environment Services Branch and 
The Manitoba Habitat Heritage Corpora-
tion (MHHC) to manage lands recently 
protected under a conservation agreement 
(easement). The previously-signed 
conservation agreement between the 
municipalities and MHHC is the largest 
one ever signed in Manitoba.

“Council and I are pleased to be able to 
protect this valuable area for all Canadi-
ans” said, Langford Reeve, Kathy Jasienc-
zyk. “Through this conservation agree-

ment we now are assured that the 
municipal lands in this unique area can 
continue to function as they have for 
decades. Our ultimate goal is to perma-
nently protect the entire community 
pasture, including all provincial 
lands, thereby creating one solid block.” 
This sentiment was echoed by Richard 
Funk, Reeve of Lansdowne who stated 
that, “being part of this conservation 
agreement has enabled Lansdowne to 
ensure that the area is protected from 
development so that future generations 
may derive benefit from this unique area.”

In total, 9,822 acres of Municipal land in 
and around the Langford Community 

Pasture are now permanently protected 
from further development. The conserva-
tion agreement will protect native prairie, 
aspen parkland, fragile sandhills and 
wetlands. The great diversity of native 
plant and animal species found there 
includes Manitoba’s only lizard, the 
endangered prairie skink.

Through these agreements, the munici-
palities have ensured that their natural 
lands will continue to be managed in a 
way that works with the ecosystem. By 
protecting the pasture, they are also 
protecting the new water supply for 
Neepawa, which will soon be relying on 
wells directly beneath the pasture.

New Birch Island Provincial Park
(excerpted from the Government of Manitoba’s official press release, March 3, 2011)

The province has created 
a new provincial park 

surrounding Birch Island on 
Lake Winnipegosis to protect 
the important natural 
landscape and cultural 
values of the region, 
Conservation Minister Bill 
Blaikie announced.

“The Birch Island area is a 
prime example of the varied 
landscapes we have in Manitoba,” Blaikie 

said. “Making this area a 
provincial park acknowledges its 
uniqueness and protects it for 
future generations.” 

Birch Island Provincial Park is 
about 150 kilometres north of 
Dauphin and encompasses 
80,600 hectares including 
islands and the surrounding 
waters. This newly protected 
area was highlighted in the 2010 

throne speech and is Manitoba’s 84th 

provincial park. It joins Colvin Lake and 
Nueltin Lake provincial parks, which were 
created in 2010, as the latest initiatives to 
preserve Manitoba’s natural regions.

The area features a diverse mix of mature 
forest and muskeg habitats which are 
home to moose, bear, wolf, lynx, snow-
shoe hares and deer. It also includes small 
islands and reefs on the lake that are used 
by many birds including terns, ducks, 
herons, gulls and pelicans. 

More Nature in the News on page 16...

(continued on page 16...)
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This is the continuation of an article from the 
March/April 2011 issue of Nature Manitoba 
News, and was first published in The Native 
Orchid Conference Journal, Vol. 7 No. 4 (Oct/
Nov/Dec 2010).

Cypripedium parviflorum, 
the Yellow Lady’s-slipper

Common in the southern half of the prov-
ince, any calcareous substrate – whether it 
be a prairie meadow, a Jack Pine forest, a 

fen, or even a Black Spruce and 
Tamarack bog – will support the 
Yellow Lady’s-slipper. It adapts 
well to disturbed areas, with 
roadside ditches now a major 
habitat in southwestern Manitoba, 
where little of the original natural 
environment remains. Because of 
its varied habitat, the Yellow 
Lady’s-slipper has the longest 
blooming season of our cypripedi-
ums. On sheltered south-facing 
slopes blooming begins in late 
May, while in cool sphagnum bogs 
of the northern coniferous forest, 
fresh flowers can be found until 
mid-July.

Two distinct varieties, variety 
makasin (the Northern Small 
Yellow Lady’s-slipper) and variety 
pubescens (the Large Yellow 
Lady’s-slipper) occur throughout 
this species’ range in Manitoba. 
The inexperienced or casual 
observer may not perceive the 
differences, as both grow in a 
similar habitat and the flowers 
are alike in shape and colour. 
Attention to detail reveals their 
true identity, with variance 
evident as the first growths 
emerge. The small variety is the earliest and its shoots are 
glabrous (hairless) or nearly so. The large variety, emerging 
about a week later, is, as its name suggests, pubescent 
(covered with soft hairs). Within three weeks the plants 
begin to bloom and other distinguishing features become 
obvious.

The flowers of variety makasin are small; the lip is 15 to  
30 mm in length, with sepals and petals normally a dark 

reddish to purplish brown colour. The petals are 
most often tightly spiraled with from 4 to 10 
twists depending on the length of the petals. 
The dorsal sepal may have a twist as well. The 
pouch of pubescens is larger, 30 to 60 mm in 
length, with greenish yellow sepals and petals 
most often streaked with red. The petals are 
normally loosely twisted and occasionally, due 
to environmental influences, are flat. In our 
experience, the largest flowers (those 50 to 60 
mm in length) tend to have a flat-bottomed lip 
and resemble a shoe more than a slipper. 

Makasin has a spicy fragrance that 
is especially noticeable in the early 
morning, while the fragrance in 
pubescens is at best faint and often 
absent.

On close examination of the 
labellum, a series of crescent-
shaped, translucent patches are 
visible in both varieties. It is 
speculated that these “windows” 
assist in pollination by tempting 
pollinators trapped in the labellum 
with an escape route, leading them 
upward to an exit past the stig-
matic surface and pollinia.

In a suitable environment, the 
plants of both varieties may 
develop into large clumps. The 
Northern Small Yellow Lady’s-
slipper, and to a lesser extent the 
Large Yellow Lady’s-slipper, will 
often produce two flowers on a 
stem. Occasionally the Large 
Yellow Lady’s-slipper will produce 
flowers that demonstrate the 
reversion characteristic, similar to 
that of the Ram’s-Head Lady’s-
slipper, with separated lateral 
sepals. 

In June of 2006 we found a white 
flowered form of a Large Yellow Lady’s-slipper while 
showing favored orchid sites to friends visiting from the 
U.S. The discovery was made as we stopped to examine a 
colony of Yellow Lady’s-slippers in a small triangular patch 
of grass at the junction of three major highways. We suspect 
this plant may contain genetic material of the Small White 
Lady’s-slipper that also occurs in this region. 

Cypripedium parviflorum var. makasin – Northern 
Small	Yellow	Lady’s-slipper	in	Birds	Hill	Park.
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SlipperS of the Spirit 
The Genus Cypr iped ium  in  Man i toba

(  Par t  2 o f  2 )

“Attention 
to detail 

reveals their 
true identity, 
with variance 
evident as the 
first growths 

emerge.”
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Cypripedium passerinum,  
the Franklin’s Lady’s-slipper

Cypripedium passerinum was first recorded in 1920 during 
Franklin’s exploration of the North American portion of the 
Arctic Ocean. After the death of this famous explorer, Sir 
John Franklin’s widow commissioned a stained glass 
window as a tribute to her husband. This window now 
graces the Anglican Church in the town of Churchill and 
overlooks the shore of the Hudson Bay. Fittingly, some of the 
largest populations of the Franklin’s Lady’s-slipper in 
Manitoba and perhaps in North America are found within a 
short distance of this church.

Requiring a cold long winter, this is the only Lady’s-slipper 
in Manitoba’s far north. Because of the remoteness of its 
habitat, few people are familiar with this intriguing orchid. 
The most southern record of the Franklin’s Lady’s-slipper for 
the province is in the Duck Moun-
tains. Here on the shore of a small 
cold lake exists a single colony of 
25 to 30 plants. The secret location 
of this colony was revealed in 2000 
by an elderly couple well into their 
eighties who had found this orchid 
colony some 40 years earlier. They 
provided a remarkably explicit 
description of the location. Only a 
few metres from a popular hiking 
trail, this orchid had gone unno-
ticed or perhaps simply not recog-
nized by the scores of hikers and 
fishermen that pass by every spring.

Population numbers of this species 
can fluctuate widely from one  
year to the next. 2006 was an 
exceptional year at Churchill with 
blooming stems of this northern 
orchid numbering into the  
thousands.

Both the specific name passerinum, 
and the alternate common name, 
Sparrow’s-egg Lady’s-slipper, 
originate from the resemblance of 
the spotted white labellum to the 
egg of a sparrow. The flowers are 
disproportionately small on a rather 
leafy plant. In contrast, the seed 
capsules are large, remaining on their stalks 
throughout the winter. Great numbers of these 
stalks often accompany blooming plants, 
attesting to the strong tendency of this species 
to self-pollinate. Our only species of Lady’s-
slipper exhibiting this characteristic, self-
pollination occurs as a result of an alignment in 
the column structure between the pollinia and 
the edge of the stigmatic surface. The flowers 
are short lived and the ovary begins to swell 
before the flower fades.

This plant has an affinity for moist sandy or gravelly loca-
tions. The few populations I have observed south of 
Churchill are near water. At Churchill, moist meadows are a 
principal habitat with the largest number of plants coloniz-
ing the willow zone at the periphery of estuarine meadows. 
Like the Yellow Lady’s-slipper in the south, the Franklin’s 
Lady’s-slipper has adapted to roadside ditches. 

Cypripedium reginae,  
the Showy Lady’s-slipper

In 1791 Salisbury, an early English botanist, was impressed 
with this species and assigned the epithet Cypripedium 
spectabile. Spectabile is Latin for “visible” or “conspicuous” 
and is the root word of “spectacular”. The Latin epithet 
reginae, meaning “of the queen”, had been proposed 3 years 

earlier and is now the recognized 
scientific name.

This species is indeed the most 
spectacular and regal of our 
Lady’s-slippers. With broad, 
emerald green leaves, the plant 
may reach a height of up to 90 
cm and is topped by one, two or 
even three large blossoms. The 
contrast of the rose-colored lip 
against a background of brilliant 
white sepals and petals creates a 
stunning combination. Blooming 
in late June to early July, after 
our other slippers are finished, it 
is impossible to miss against the 
shadows of its habitat.

The Showy Lady’s-slipper 
appreciates a wetter habitat than 
other cypripediums, with the 
margins of Black Spruce and 
sphagnum bogs its usual habitat. 
Shorter, earlier blooming plants 
grow in open sunny sites, 
whereas taller, later blooming 
specimens are found amongst the 
trees in the forest. In Manitoba, 
this species ranges from the 
southeast, across most of the area 
west of Lake Winnipeg, to the 
border of Saskatchewan. In 

suitable habitat, it is abundant.

Rarely, blossoms are found with a missing 
labellum – an interesting oddity. More 
common, and more attractive, are the pure 
white flowers of the albolabium form. A fen 
with large numbers of this form has recently 
been designated as the “Brokenhead Wet-
lands Ecological Reserve”. 

Cypripedium reginae forma albolabium – 
white-flowered	form	of	the	Showy	Lady’s-slipper	

in	the	Brokenhead	Ecological	Reserve.
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“The secret 
location of 

this colony was 
revealed in 2000 

by an elderly 
couple well into 
their eighties...”

(continued on page 8...)
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Conservation of our  
Lady’s-slipper orchids

Dwindling populations and shrinking habitat of the Small 
White Lady’s-slipper, and other rare fauna and flora species, 
is of concern to the provincial government and conservation 
organizations. 

In response to this concern, the Government of Manitoba 
has enacted legislation and has established an initiative to 
protect endangered and threatened species. The Endangered 
Species Act makes it illegal to disturb or destroy an 
endangered species and its habitat. The Protected Areas 
Initiative offers security to unique habitats and is 
responsible for establishing Ecological Reserves, Wildlife 
Management Areas, Provincial Parks, National Parks and 
private Conservation Agreements.

Organizations like Nature Manitoba, Manitoba Orchid 
Society, and Native Orchid Conservation, Inc. (NOCI), have 
developed and supported conservation-oriented programs. 
These programs include the purchase of critical habitats, the 
monetary and practical support of University students 
involved in native orchid research projects, and working 
with timber harvesters in identifying 
and excluding important orchid habitats 
from cutting. 

In a unique approach to orchid conser-
vation, NOCI has published Orchids of 
Manitoba, a field guide with a strong 
conservation theme. The objective of 
this book is to introduce native orchids 
to the public, with the anticipation that 
as individuals become familiar with 
these fascinating plants, they will insist 
on protecting them.

Over the past several decades, great 
strides have been made in protecting 
the six Cypripedium species in Mani-
toba. Stress placed on the environment 
by resource demands of an ever-
increasing population will create new 
challenges.  The responsibility of 
ensuring that future generations will 
have the privilege of enjoying these 
“Slippers of the Spirit” is in our hands. 
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Cypripedium passerinum – 
Franklin’s	Lady’s-slipper	at	Churchill.
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Seed capsule of Cypripedium 
passerinum – Franklin’s	
Lady’s-slipper	at	Churchill.

Lorne	H
eshka“ . . . as individuals become 

familiar with these 
fascinating plants, they will 
insist on protecting them.”

(...continued from page 7)
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July 11 - 15: Explore 
Mantario with Leigh Cullen 

& Lorne Klassen
Explore	the	Mantario	Lake	wilderness	
with	Leigh	Cullen	and	Lorne	Klassen.	
Hike	to	Olive	Lake	and	paddle	to	
Ironwood	Falls	via	Skull	Lake	and	
Morning	Glory	River.	Swim	around	Eagle	
Nest Island or across the channel near 
the	cabin.	See	bats,	identify	dragonflies,	
flowers	and	more.

July 18 - 22: Mantario Living  
with Marc Leclair

Fishing,	blueberry	picking,	exploring,	
swimming, sitting in the sauna, watching 
the sun set, or reading a book; you decide 
your week.

July 25 - 29: Astronomy & 
Photography with Jennifer 
West & Brian Hydesmith

Take photos by day and study stars by 
night!	Jennifer	will	help	you	identify	the	
stars and Brian will coach you to capture 
better scenic, close-up and other images 
regardless of skill, experience or camera 
equipment.

Aug. 8 - 12 Family Week 
with Gillian Brennan (& 

volunteer Charles Burchill)
What better way to introduce the kids to 
nature than by a full-on wilderness 
adventure? Gillian Brennan will keep 
them so busy with fun activities, they will 
forget	Gameboy	and	Wii	ever	existed!

Aug. 15 - 19: Pixie Cups to Jack 
Pines with Charles Burchill

Take a closer look at the plants growing in 
the Mantario Wilderness Zone with 
Charles	Burchill,	canoeist	and	botanist.		
Learn	a	little	about	the	variety	of	plants	
and ecology of the boreal forest in a 
relaxing, stress-free environment.

Aug. 22 - 26: Family Week & 
Swimming at Mantario  

with Lesly Andrews 
& Kim Monson

With Kim you will explore the plants, rocks 
and animals that live on and around the 
Mantario cabin. We will watch for bats, tell 
stories	around	the	campfire,	and	go	crazy	
with the ultimate scavenger hunt.

Enjoy a 5 day guided canoe adventure through the 
designated Wilderness Zone of the Whiteshell Provincial 
Park. Guides, canoes, paddles, safety equipment, food and 
accommodations are provided. You will stay in the comfort of 
a fully equipped modern cabin and enjoy a lakeside sauna.

RATES  5 Day Trip (includes food) 

Adult	(non-members)	 ..........................................................$395*
Members of Nature Manitoba  (also full-time students,  
	 seniors	65+,	and	youth	aged	14-17	with	parent)	 ..............$360*
Under 18	(only	for	Family	Week) .......................................... $125	
	 (*	Deduct	$35	for	early-bird	registrations	before	June	1st)

Mantario
The Wilderness Experience

2011 Summer program

An Update from the  
Friends of Mantario Trail

(from Toni Wilson)

The Mantario Hiking Trail was closed 
last fall due to a record amount of 

blow down on the south trail – many 
sections are extremely challenging. 

When	I	spoke	to	park	officials	last	fall,	
they indicated that they were waiting for 
safer conditions to do any maintenance 
on the trail. Brad Kivik, park operations 
manager in South Whiteshell, recently 
indicated that no work had been done 
over the winter and none was scheduled 
to be done at present. They were waiting 
to see how much damage was done by 
the	flooding	this	spring.	I	also	asked	

about volunteer work crews, but Mr.Kivik 
was adamantly against any volunteers 
working on the trail, citing the condition 
of the trail. 

For	the	foreseeable	future,	the	Mantario	
hiking	trail	is	officially	closed.	Please	
check	the	Mantario	Trail’s	Facebook	
page for updates or check the provincial 
government’s	website.	Last	fall	there	
was one volunteer work crew on the 
south trail – we re-marked and tidied 
some sections but there is a huge 
amount left to do. 

If you’d like help once we’re allowed on 
the trail, email me at catnip@mts.net. 
(Ed. note: This closure does not affect 
the canoeing and portaging routes used 
in the Mantario Summer Program.)

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: The Mantario Committee is holding three work parties in May, June and July.  
Cabin	fees	are	waived	for	volunteers,	and	food	will	be	provided!	See	“outdoor	activities”	on	page	12	for	details.

Now available 
from the office. 
Black & white 

(with	red	canoe),	
several	sizes	 
and styles.

Only $20.

GET 
CANOED  
T-Shirts 

for 
Mantario

B
ack

Fr
on
t
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Nature Manitoba’s
91st ANNuAl GeNerAl MeetING

SERVICE & PRESIDENT’S AWARDS

service Award to Helen Leeds

Helen has been a member of the Society for more 
than 25 years and I had the pleasure of 
meeting her for the first time when 

she signed up for a trip that I was leading 
on Lake Winnipeg in the summer of 
1990. She was as enthusiastic then as 
she is now for Manitoba’s great 
outdoors, and for Nature Manitoba 
as the best place to share that love 
of nature with others.

She has also made great contribu-
tions to the well-being of our 
organization. The criteria for the 
Service Award reads:

“Recipients shall be judged to have made 
significant contributions to the Society in 
areas outside of natural history, such as… long 
and faithful service on the Board or committees of the 
Society.”

For the past four years Helen has been our board secretary. 
She had also served a two-year stint in the late 90s as 
Programs Vice President. As Secretary, she has been very 
proactive. She took on the task of reorganizing the Board of 

Directors Handbook, and rationalized Board procedures in 
order to make the position of Secretary less daunting for 
future candidates. She leaves big shoes to fill, but she has 

worked hard to make those shoes as comfortable as 
possible for her successor.

Helen also became involved in the Policy 
Review Committee and made a major 

contribution to the bylaw review as 
well as to the work of rationalizing 
our committee structures. Helen 
has a very keen understanding of 
the workings of the Society and 
could always be counted on for 
advice, something which I greatly 

appreciated when I joined the 
board. I also discovered that if you 

were going to disagree with Helen on 
something, you had better come prepared. 

Behind the friendly smile and pleasant de-
meanour, one would encounter a razor-sharp wit and 

a determination to stand up for what she believed in.

Thank you Helen for all you have accomplished.

Les McCann

service Award to Len Seguin

It will not be a surprise to Len Seguin that he is receiving 
the Service Award this evening. That’s because I 
told him in advance, as I had reason to 

believe that he might not be able to attend 
this evening. 

Of course he was surprised when I 
told him – in characteristic fashion, 
he thought others would be more 
deserving. Len is one of these 
people who, without fanfare or 
expectation of reward, volunteer 
time and talents to make this 
organization what it is. 

Len has been a member of Nature 
Manitoba for only six years. Almost from 
day one he volunteered. He served two years 
on the Board, including one year as Executive 
Vice-President, was active for several years on the Mantario 
Committee, chaired the Outdoor Committee for one year, 

and has continued to assist with the Outdoor Committee for 
the past two years. 

Last but not least, throughout all this time, Len has also 
helped out with the mailing and distribution of 

our newsletter. This is an obscure task, 
largely out of sight and out of mind of 

the membership, with no obvious 
rewards other than the knowledge 
that one is providing an indispens-
able service to one’s fellow natural-
ists. It is also a demanding task 
because of the tight deadlines, to 
ensure that the members receive 
their newsletter on time. 

Len, for your selfless devotion to 
Nature Manitoba, I am pleased to 

present you with the Service Award. You 
may want to put it up in your cottage on 

the shores of Lake Superior as a reminder that 
your friends in Nature Manitoba truly appreciate all that 

you have contributed to our Society. 

A special thank you to 
Assiniboine Credit Union 
for sponsoring our A.G.M.

Les M
cCann
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President’s Award  
to Sean Worden  
and Alain Louer

The President’s  Award certificate reads “in recognition 
of assistance and support to the president during the 
term ending March 21, 2011.” Unlike the Service 

Award where selection of recipients is a 
collective decision made after a Board 
discussion, only the president can 
know who provided him with 
the most assistance and 
support. I find the task a 
bit awkward because to 
choose is also to exclude, 
and a great many people 
have helped me through-
out the past year, includ-
ing those to whom I gave 
the award last year. 

That said, two people stand out 
and to whom I would like to give 
special recognition. They are among our 
most hard-working Board members – great multitask-
ers, who, by virtue of their competence, dedication, and 
volunteer spirit have allowed me the luxury of NOT becom-
ing too involved in certain areas of activity. They are Sean 
Worden (right in photo) and Alain Louer (left in photo). 

I know I will be repeating myself here because I have 
already spoken of their achievements in my President’s 
Report. But some things bear repeating. Sean Worden has 
been doing a superb job as treasurer for four years now. The 
job of treasurer is possibly the most important volunteer 
position in the organization. The very survival of a group 
may depend on the competence and integrity of this 
individual. Having a person of Sean’s calibre and reliability 

has freed me to concentrate on other tasks, secure in the 
knowledge that our finances are well looked after.

This year, Sean stood out for another reason: the sudden 
emergence of the Victoria Beach cabin as a major preoc-
cupation for the Board. This is one of those issues that 
cannot be avoided and, if someone does not step up to the 
plate to take a leadership position, the president gets stuck 
with it. Well, I did not get stuck with it. To my great relief, 

Sean took it on and has been doing a terrific job in 
chairing the newly constituted Victoria 

Beach cabin committee. It’s a great 
feeling to know that this issue is 

being very competently 
handled. It is with great 

pleasure that I present 
this President’s Award to 
Sean Worden.

With Alain Louer, I 
hardly know where to 

start. He is helpful in so 
many ways. His love of the 

outdoors and his dedication to 
Nature Manitoba are almost 

infectious. After several years of 
chairing the Mantario Committee, he cur-

rently oversees our outdoor activities, one of the core 
functions of Nature Manitoba. He is a consummate volun-
teer. He volunteers as an outdoor trip leader. He volunteers 
to set up and staff our display whenever there is an oppor-
tunity, and to put up our promotional posters. He volunteers 
to be a member of the Board’s nomination committee. He 
volunteers to be part of the group overseeing our involve-
ment in the Important Bird Areas project. And now he has 
volunteered to become Secretary to the Board. 

There’s a saying that goes: “if you want to get something 
done, ask a busy person.” Well, that busy person is Al. I’m 
very glad to be able to present Al with this award.

Nature Canada to  
hold A.G.M. in Manitoba

Wednesday, June 22nd, 2011 
12:00pm to 2:00pm at the  

Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre

This	year	Nature	Canada	will	be	holding	its	Annual	General	Meeting	in	
Manitoba. Nature Manitoba members are invited to attend the AGM, 
and	are	also	welcome	to	participate	in	a	field	trip	being	planned	for	the	

Tuesday	prior	to	the	AGM.	This	trip,	with	details	yet	to	be	finalized,	will	look	to	
showcase	some	of	our	Manitoba	natural	attractions	to	our	Nature	Canada	
guests,	who	will	be	arriving	from	many	different	regions	of	Canada.	A	wel-
coming reception is being planned for the evening of Monday, June 20th 
where Nature Manitoba members are invited to meet the board members 
and	executive	staff	of	Nature	Canada.	Watch	for	further	details	about	these	
events	on	the	Nature	Manitoba	website,	or	contact	the	office	closer	to	the	
date.	Visit	Nature	Canada’s	website	at	www.naturecanada.ca, for more 
information	about	the	organization	and	the	goals	of	their	A.G.M.

Les McCann

Upgraded Website  
Will Need Volunteers
During the month of May, Nature 
Manitoba will unveil its upgraded 
website, including new features 
like commenting, an events/trip 

calendar, forums and more.

We will be needing volunteers to 
help with simple tasks such as 
moderating comments/forums 
and posting events and news 
articles. Technical expertise is 

NOT necessary for these tasks, 
although experience using a web 

interface, such as a blog, is helpful.

If you think you may interested, 
email web@naturemanitoba.ca.
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To receive email updates for outdoor activities, please send a message to triplist@naturemanitoba.ca.

Wellington Crescent 
hike loop

Saturday, May 7
Join Bryon Burvill for a 10-12 km hike 
around Wellington Crescent at Lindsay 

up to Obsorne. Start time around 10am. 
To register call Bryon at 233-7904.   [Rate 3]

Bunn’s Creek hike
Saturday, May 14

Join Bryon Burvill on a hike 
around Bunn’s Creek. 

Contact Bryon at 233-7904.   [Rate 2]

Riding Mountain hiking 
& camping trip

May 21 to 23
Join Ken Stojack for a May Long weekend 
hiking/camping trip to Riding Mountain 
National Park. We will camp at Whirlpool 

Lake wilderness campsites, with plans 
to hike the Bald Hill and Jett trails.

To register call Ken at 479-1035.   [Rate 4]
  

Victoria Beach cabin 
work party

Saturday, May 28
The Victoria Beach Cabin Committee is 

hosting a work party to clean up the site 
and perform general spring cleaning & 

housekeeping at the cottage, in prepara-
tion for the eventual sale of the property.

Contact Sean Worden at 781-0796  
or srworden@mts.net.

Grand Beach hike
Saturday, May 28

Join Rose Kuzina for a hike from 
Grand Beach to Lester Beach via 

the Ancient Beach Trails.
Contact Rose at 338-9369 or 
rkuzina@mts.net.   [Rate 2]

La Salle River paddle
Sunday, May 29

Enjoy a day paddle – out and back – on 
this gentle river. Depending on group 
make-up and size, we may be able to 

take you even if you do not have a canoe 
or intend on paddling. Those registering 
early (without canoes) will have priority 

for matching with a partner/canoe.
Contact Denise at 889-2297 or  

deniselev2@hotmail.com.   [Rate 1-2]

 Mantario flooring work party
May 30 to June 3

Repair the kitchen floor at Mantario 
cabin. If needed, weeks of June 6 & 
13 are options to finish. Cabin fees 
are waived and food is included.

Contact Peter Vandermaar at 654-4112 
or pdervee@gmail.com.   [Rate 5]

Birds Hill cycle
Sunday, June 12

Join Al Louer to cycle around 
Birds Hill Park and its trails.

Email Al at alainlouer@hotmail.com  
or call 235-1790.   [Rate 2]

Spirit Sands hike
Saturday, June 18

Experience Manitoba’s very own sandy 
desert! Join Eric Van Uytven on a 

hike to Spirit Sands in Spruce Woods 
Provincial Park. Camel not included.

Contact Eric at (204) 951-3685 or  
eric.vanuytven@gmail.com.   [Rate 3]

Mantario training & 
work party week 

June 20 to 27
Prepare the Mantario cabin for the 

summer program and assist with training 
of the summer guides. You don’t have 
to be available for the entire duration 
of this week, but 2 days is preferable 
(excluding travel days). Cabin fees 
are waived and food is included.
Contact Marc Leclair at 233-9054 
or mleclair@mts.net.   [Rate 5]

 
Spurge purge and plant walk 

Saturday, June 25
Join the Habitat Committee on their annual 
mission to count and pull out leafy spurge 
in study plots on one of our prairies. The 

plan is to meet at 9am at the Loewen 
Prairie (4 km east of Tolstoi on PR209) and 
work for 2-3 hours then eat lunch at the in-
terpretive trail and go for a plant walk. It’s 
a great way to help preserve the tall grass 
prairie and learn more about the plants 
like the Western Prairie Fringed Orchid, 
which should be blooming at this time. 

Please register with Marilyn Latta at 
253-9245 ahead of time so that you 

can be notified if the date or time need 
to be changed due to weather or flower-
ing stage of the spurge. Car pooling will 

be arranged as needed.   [Rate 2]

Explore & hike Elk Island 
Sunday, June 26 

Join Roger Sutherland and explore and 
hike Elk Island close to Victoria Beach 
on Lake Winnipeg. Some wading in 
water to get to island is involved.

Contact Roger at 451-1219.   [Rate 3]

Riding Mountain 
backpacking trip

July 1 to 3 
Canada Day long weekend backpacking 
outing with Les McCann – an excursion 
into the Birdtail/Tilson loop of Riding 

Mountain Provincial Park. This is a 
moderately difficult outing (10 kms per 

day) with a choice of group or individual 
meals. This is a highly varied, wildlife rich, 
beautiful and less visited area of the Park.

Contact Les at 895-8108 or  
lmccann2001@yahoo.ca.   [Rate 4]

Mantario portage work party
July 4 to 7

(a.k.a. “Mud spa in the woods.”) 
Fix portage trails around Big Whiteshell, 
Crowduck, Ritchie Lakes. Tent camping 

involved. Food is included.
Contact Al Louer at 235-1790 or 

alainlouer@hotmail.com.   [Rate 4]

Woodland Caribou 
Park canoe trip

July 2011
Join Jerry Ameis for another canoeing 
adventure into Woodland Caribou Park 

(WCP). Enjoy 10 days of canoeing in the 
wilderness (includes 1-2 non-travel days). 
The trip begins and ends at Wallace Lake. 
We will use the Wanipigow River to enter 
WCP. While there is a little wiggle room as 
to start and end dates, my preferred dates 
are Mon. July 11 to Wed. July 20. The trip 
will involve at least 35 portages (one being 
1.5km). You need a minimalist approach 

to what you carry. Trip limited to 6 people 
(3 canoes) because of tent site issues. 
Book early (last year, there were more 
than six people who wanted to go) Email 
Jerry at raven981@mts.net for details.

Weekly Trip List Email
The email for the weekly trip listing is now 
triplist@naturemanitoba.ca, although the 

old email will still reach the same mailbox.
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(Wednesdays)

May 4
Walk in West Winnipeg’s Southboine 

area. 6.5 km. Note: 2 pm start.
Doris Orchyk at 837-6166.   [Rate 1-2]

May 11
Hike Birds Hill Park. If enough 
people sign up we will have a 

hiking group and a saunter group 
that stops to smell the flowers!

John Gray at 269-1765.   [Rate 1-2]

May 17 to 18
Do some off road cycling in 

the Brandon Hills.
Sharron Bettess at 256-2248.   [Rate  3-4]

May 18
Springtime Whiteshell hike and photo tour

Al Ross at 853-2047.   [Rate 1]

May 25
Tour of Parkland Forest Nursery, 
Hadishville followed by lunch at 

Sophie’s. Book by May 20.
June Thomson at 837-6469.   [Rate 1]

June 1
Cycle Sturgeon Creek Greenway 
and Yellow Ribbon Greenway.

Daniela Rempel at 633-0668.   [Rate 2-3]

June 8
Hike around Oak Hammock Marsh. 
There may be two groups, with one 
doing an easier, more relaxed hike.
Les McCann at 895-8108.   [Rate 2]

June 22
Canoe and explore the Masqua 

River and marshes near Pine Falls 
and Powerview; bring binoculars.
John Gray at 269-1765.   [Rate 2]

June 28 to 30
Canoe the Kenora area and stay 

overnight at Ute’s cottage.
Ute Martin at 256-6845.   [Rate 2]

Birding for Beginners: 
St. Vital Park

Wednesday, May 4
Call Brad Carey at 832-5758.

Seven Sisters & 
Evening Owling 
Saturday, May 7

We’ll search for loons, grebes, ducks, 
raptors and other migrants along the 
Winnipeg River. Then we’ll drive to 

Spruce Siding Road, where we’ll look 
for woodcocks and owls. Meet at the 

Seven Sisters Dam at 3:00 p.m.
Contact Peter Taylor at 204-753-2977.

Birding for Beginners: 
Bunn’s Creek

Wednesday, May 11
Join Brad as he explores the scenic path 
along Bunn’s Creek in North Kildonan. 

Call Brad Carey at 832-5758.

St. Ambroise/Delta
Saturday, May 14

Numerous migrants, including waterfowl, 
raptors, warblers and sparrows, should be 

present along the south shore of Lake Man-
itoba. With luck we’ll find a rarity or two.

Call Rudolf Koes at 661-0763.

Birding for Beginners: 
Crescent Park

Wednesday, May 18
Call Brad Carey at 832-5758.

Passerine migration outing
Saturday, May 21

Mid-May is usually the peak time for 
passerine migration. The route will 
take you from Beausejour to Seven 

Sisters and Pinawa. Meet at Chryplywy 
Park in Beausejour at 8:00 a.m. 
Call Rudolf Koes at 661-0763.

Birding for Beginners: 
King’s Park

Wednesday, May 25
Many migrants should be passing through.

Call Brad Carey at 832-5758.

Birding for Beginners: 
La Barrière Park
Wednesday, June 1

We will look for summer residents, such 
as Yellow-throated Vireo, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak and perhaps Scarlet Tanager. 

Call Brad Carey at 832-5758.

GENERAL RATING 
GUIDELINES APPLICABLE 

TO ALL ACTIVITIES 
Rate 1 Novice:		Typically	2	to	3	hours	

duration.	Little	or	no	experience	required.	
Easy	terrain.	Limited	physical	fitness	

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

Rate 2 Intermediate:		Typically	4-6	hours	
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable.	Some	steep	or	difficult	terrain.	

Moderate	physical	fitness	required.	
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

Rate 3 Advanced:  Typically full day trip. 
Previous	experience,	significant	skill	and	

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult	terrain.	Sustained	strenuous	activity	

required. Weather not normally severe. 

Rate 4 Advanced:  Trip of several days 
duration	with	heavy	packs,	specialized	

equipment	and	skills.	Effects	of	inclement	
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

Rate 5 Advanced:  Trip of several days 
duration	with	heavy	packs,	specialized	
equipment and skills. Possible severe 

weather conditions - wind, cold rain, sleet 
- may halt trip and demand use of skilled 
survival techniques or make accidents 

or physical injuries life threatening.  
Aid	or	rescue	is	difficult	to	obtain.	

PLEASE NOTE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot 
be	reached,	call	the	office	at	943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed	Consent	and	Liability	Release	

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

Private Cottage for  
Rent at Victoria Beach

Cottage	in	Wanasing	area,	on	lafefront	
acreage,	near	Sandcliffs.	Sleeps	7.	$400/
week.	Available	July	1-15	&	Aug	12-31.	

Phone (204) 756-2406 to book.
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by Gordon Grieef

This month’s sightings table covers the period from 
February 1 to the end of March.  

Throughout February and early March, Northern 
Hawk Owls continued to be seen in good numbers. Jim 
Duncan reported that over the winter he and his wife, 
Patsy, banded 19 of 22 Northern Hawk Owls that they 
found. The majority of them were 2010 hatch year birds 
that were in excellent condition. They saw only one Great 
Gray Owl which they were able to band. Jim would like to 
thank all of the people who reported their sightings to 
Manitoba Birds. He told me he could not have had this 
success without their help.

Canada Geese came back to southern Manitoba on March 
16 with reports from Brandon and Pinawa and a number of 
locations in between. On that date there was some open 
water at Fort Whyte Alive and on the Red and Winnipeg 
Rivers, but I’m not sure where they were finding food as 
the fields were still under a thick blanket of snow.

There were a number Bald Eagle sightings in February with 
pairs at nests in several localities. The majority of these 
birds were probably birds which had overwintered. The 
first migrating Bald and Golden Eagles were seen in the 
Pembina River valley near Windygates on February 24.

On March 28, my wife and I drove down to the Pembina 
River valley hoping to see a substantial hawk migration.  
However, northeast winds limited the count to 1 Bald 
Eagle, 1 Cooper’s Hawk and 5 Red-tailed Hawks. In con-
trast to this dismal showing, 37 Bald Eagles, 1 Northern 
Harrier, 17 Red-tailed Hawks, 2 Rough-legged Hawks and 1 
Merlin were seen at the bridge at St. Adolphe. It would 

appear that the hawk migration in the Pembina River valley 
is highly dependent on wind direction. The migration in 
the valley is also dependent on temperature and snow 
cover. Last year during the last 3 days of March there was 
no snow cover, there were south winds and daytime 
temperatures averaged 15°C. This brought back 5029 
Red-tailed Hawks. By contrast, this year the temperatures 
averaged 3°C and the snow cover extended as far south as 
the South Dakota – Nebraska border. These conditions 
produced a count of only 283 Red-tails.

Several people reported American Goldfinches during 
March but these were most likely birds that had overwin-
tered somewhere in southern Manitoba as migrants don’t 
usually return until mid-May. I had this species at my 
feeder very sporadically throughout the winter.

If you have some unusual winter bird sightings be sure to 
send them to me at 31 Kara Cove, Winnipeg, R2N 3C2 or to 
the Nature Manitoba office. If you are on the internet you can 
e-mail your sightings to me at ggrieef@mts.net.

Species #’s Date Location Observers
American Tree Sparrow 1 Feb 15 11 Cypress River A., G. & D. Walleyn, M. Kelly
White-throated Sparrow 1 Mar 19 11 Stonewall K. Gardner
Lapland Longspur 35 Feb 1 11 Meadows / Marquette area K. Gardner
Lapland Longspur 30+ Feb 5 11 Headingley L. Pearn, L. Veelma, B. Lavender
Lapland Longspur 50 Feb 8 11 Winnipeg R. Iverson
Northern Cardinal 1 Feb 7 11 Winnipeg K. Hiraoka
Northern Cardinal 1 Mar 20 11 Winnipeg R. Parsons
Red-winged Blackbird 1 12/26/10 to 3/14/11 The Pas D. Raitt
Red-winged Blackbird 1 Feb 18 11 Gretna A. Schritt
Western Meadowlark 1 Mar 25 11 Alegra P. Taylor
Rusty Blackbird 1 Feb 8 11 Holland A. Walleyn
Rusty Blackbird 1 Mar 5 11 Patricia Beach R. Nickel, J. Peters
Common Grackle 1 Feb 2 11 Landmark B. Neufeld

Peregrine Falcon Recovery Project Update
by Tracy Maconachie

The Radisson Hotel in downtown Winnipeg welcomed 
back Princess & Ivy. Jules & Beau returned to West 

Winnipeg, and Brooklyn is back in Brandon – we’re just 
not sure if Hurricane is the female he came back with, 
although	it	sure	looks	like	it!	It	may	not	quite	look	like	

spring	outside,	but	for	Princess	and	Ivy,	spring	is	definitely	
here	–	their	first	egg	was	laid	in	the	nestbox	on	April	15th.

Jules – the West 
Winnipeg female.
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
Purple Finch 4 Feb 19 11 Bracken Falls J. Weier, G. Budyk
Purple Finch 1 Feb 25 11 Blumenort J. Reimer
Purple Finch 4 Feb 28 11 Cypress River A. Walleyn
House Finch 92 Feb 21 11 Winnipeg G. Budyk
American Goldfinch 50 Feb 28 11 Cypress River A. Walleyn
Canada Goose 1 Feb 21 11 Winnipeg G. Walz
Mallard 40 Jan 26 11 Oak Hammock Marsh K. Gardner
Mallard 38 Mar 10 11 Winnipeg R. Iverson
Redhead 1 Mar 13 11 Winnipeg R. Seguin, J. Whitelaw
Common Goldeneye 9 Feb 19 11 Pointe du Bois & Bracken Falls J. Weier, G. Budyk
Common Goldeneye 2 Mar 12 11 Winnipeg D. Neufeld
Rock Ptarmigan 10 Mar 19 11 Churchill D. Britton
Great Blue Heron 1 Mar 27 11 Nourse R. Seguin, J. Whitelaw, W. Christianson
Bald Eagle 169 Mar 22 11 Windygates P. Goossen
Bald Eagle 52 Mar 27 11 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles
Northern Harrier 1 Mar 19 11 Alegra P. Taylor
Northern Harrier 1 Mar 20 11 Oak Bluff R. Wiebe
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 Feb 3 11 Winnipeg G. Walz
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 Feb 12 11 Carman A. & G. Walleyn
Cooper's Hawk 1 Feb 10 11 Kleefeld D. Fast
Cooper's Hawk 1 Mar 17 11 Steinbach L. Giesbrecht
Northern Goshawk 1 Mar 8 11 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Red-tailed Hawk 1 Mar 17 11 Steinbach L. Giesbrecht
Rough-legged Hawk 3 Mar 16 11 Windygates P. Goossen
Rough-legged Hawk 1 Mar 19 11 Winnipeg L. Blanchette
Golden Eagle 4 Feb 26 11 Windygates A. Schritt
Golden Eagle 1 Mar 5 11 Roseisle L. Giesbrecht
Golden Eagle 1 Mar 10 11 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles, G. Holland
Golden Eagle 11 Mar 13 11 Windygates P. Goossen
American Kestrel 3 Mar 24 11 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles, G. Grieef
Gyrfalcon 1 Mar 3 11 Stonewall J. Duncan
Gyrfalcon 1 Mar 18 11 Brokenhead L. Heshka
Sandhill Crane 1 Mar 28 11 Argyle J. Rodger
Herring Gull 1 Mar 17 11 Winnipeg G. Walz
Herring Gull 100+ Mar 23 11 McArthur Falls P. Taylor
Herring Gull 147 Mar 24 11 Winnipeg G. Grieef
Eurasian Collared-Dove 1 Feb 12 11 Carman A. & G. Walleyn
Eurasian Collared-Dove 2 Feb 12 11 Brandon D. Neufeld
Mourning Dove 1 Mar 18 11 Pinawa P. Taylor
Long-eared Owl 1 Mar 23 11 Spruce Siding C. Artuso
Short-eared Owl 1 Jan 29 11 Big Lake J. Kayer
Short-eared Owl 1 Feb 10 11 Blackdale B. & P. Robinson
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 Jan 30 11 Manitou fide C. Artuso
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 Feb 25 11 Blumenort J. Reimer
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 Feb 27 11 Argyle J. & J. Rodger
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Feb 3 11 Kenton H. Walker
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 2/21 to 3/17/11 Winnipeg M. Jaworski
Northern Flicker 1 Feb 10 11 Winnipeg R. Wiebe
Horned Lark 6 Feb 12 11 Carman A. & G. Walleyn
Brown Creeper 1 Feb 5 11 Morden R. Hiebert
Brown Creeper 1 Feb 21 11 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Eastern Bluebird 1 Mar 28 11 Windygates A. Schritt
Mountain Bluebird 3 Mar 15 11 Pierson M. Wang
Mountain Bluebird 4 Mar 30 11 Routledge C. & M. Sangster
Mountain Bluebird 5 Mar 30 11 Maskawata C. & M. Sangster
Townsend's Solitaire 1 1/10 to 3/15/11 Brandon C. Cuthbert, M. Yorke, M. Reid
Hermit Thrush 1 Feb 6 11 Winnipeg D. Boettcher
American Robin 1 1/29 to 2/28/11 Winnipeg J. & G. Grieef
American Robin 1 Mar 19 11 St. Jean Baptiste L. Blanchette
Varied Thrush 1 Feb 28 11 Cypress River A. Walleyn
European Starling 3 Feb 6 11 Churchill D. Britton
Bohemian Waxwing 150 Feb 28 11 Winnipeg J. & G. Grieef
Eastern Towhee 1 12/2/10 to 2/15/11 Benito R. Schneider
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Great Bird Search 2011
Saturday, May 28th 2011

The Great Bird Search is also a great walk in  
Birds Hill Provincial Park, including a 

barbeque afterwards. Pledge forms can be 
obtained	from	the	Nature	Manitoba	office,	

and will be available at the event.

Call	Ward	or	Marlene	at	256-8724	to	register.

Watch the Skies!
Chimney	Swifts	will	be	returning	to	Manitoba	in	mid-
May, and the Manitoba Chimney Swift Initiative is 

looking	for	volunteers	for	our	2011	monitoring	season.

If you are interested in helping us monitor these 
fascinating birds, we’d love to hear from you.  

The project coordinator can be reached at  
798-6275	or	at	mbchimneyswift@gmail.com.

Details	about	the	Manitoba	Chimney	Swift	
Initiative and our monitoring program 
may be found on Nature Manitoba’s 

website in the ‘Birding’ section.

Ogle eagles, prowl for owls, hang out with herons, 
gawk at grebes! Sleep well at the top-rated and 
unique EVERGREEN GATE BED & BREAKFAST 
near Selkirk. Enjoy the hospitality, gourmet 
meals and the hot-tub under the pines.

PAcKAGE iNcluDES: 
Transportation to Interlake habitats, 
all meals, guiding by wildlife biologist 
Dr. Heather Hinam, birdlore and 
banding. Only $375/person.

Nature Manitoba News readers can 
sign up by at info@evergreengate.ca or 
by calling us toll free at 1-877-901-0553.

www.evergreengate.ca

May 13 -15, 2011Raptors to Robins – 
  an early birding weekend

THE PACKAGE INCLUDES:

• Two night’s accommodation at top-
rated Evergreen Gate B&B
• Two full days of expert guiding by 
naturalist, Dr. Heather Hinam
• Welcome reception and workshop 
on Friday night
• Transportation between sites
• All meals, including a gourmet 
farewell dinner on Sunday
• Visits to Oak Hammock Marsh, and 
the region's Provincial Parks
• An evening “owl prowl” and wetland 
‘soundscape’ experience

• Observations and data collection for 
the Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas

Cost for the entire weekend: $375. 

For details and to reserve a place,
call Rob 1-204-482-6248, or email
evergreengate@mts.net
before April 15.

Send this form and a cheque payable to 
Evergreen Gate Bed and Breakfast,
1138 River Rd., St. Andrews, MB  R1A 4A7. 

Discover the amazing world of Manitoba!  Spend two full days exploring the 
remarkable habitats near the southern tip of Lake Winnipeg with naturalist, 
Dr. Heather Hinam. Enjoy great company, delicious food and luxurious 
accommodations. 

From marshes and sand hills to boreal forests and prairie, search for the first 
arrivals migrating back from their wintering grounds. Discover the complex 
world of birds using more than just your eyes. This birding safari will be a 
great learning adventure and fun for both novice and experienced birders. 

Name 
Address
Home Phone Number    Cell Phone Number
Email
Please list any food allergies
Physical Limitations

EARlY BiRDiNG SAFARi 
May 13 to 15

Government Gives Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas $25,000
(excerpted from the Bird Studies Canada newsletter, February 18, 2011)

On January 20, Manitoba’s Minister of Conservation, Bill 
Blaikie, announced the launch of the Manitoba Govern-

ment’s new Endangered Species and Biodiversity Fund – Good 
news for conservation and for Bird Studies Canada. The 
Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas is one of the first seven projects 
to be selected for funding and the only project to receive the 
maximum award of $25,000. 

The generous funding from the Manitoba government will help 
the Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas in many ways, including 
providing training opportunities for volunteers. The funds will 

allow us to build on our successful first season in 2010 and 
pave the way for greater coverage throughout the province. 
This is a tremendous boost for Manitoba bird-monitoring 
efforts. 

Keep in mind that Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas volunteers are 
needed to help survey the more remote areas of Manitoba. 
Contact Bonnie Chartier at mbatlas@birdscanada.org if you are 
interested in becoming involved, or visit the Manitoba Breeding 
Bird Atlas website at www.birdatlas.mb.ca.

“Birch Island will be managed as a non-operational park,” 
Blaikie said. “The land in the park will remain as is and current 
hunting, fishing, trapping and gathering activities of local and 
all provincial citizens will continue in the park. Commercial 
fishing and trapping activities will not be affected by the park 
designation.”

The new park designation also results in the area being 
classified under the backcountry land-use category. The 

designation will legally protect the park area from commercial 
logging, mining, hydroelectric development, oil and gas 
development, and any other activity that may significantly or 
adversely affect habitat.

The area was previously a park reserve, which provided 
temporary protection to the lands while the area was being 
considered for designation as a provincial park. Under the 
requirements of the Provincial Parks Act, public consultations 
were held prior to creating a permanent designation as a park.

New Birch Island Provincial Park

More Nature in the News. . .

(...continued from page 5)
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by Sandi Faber Routley,  
Invasive Species Council of Manitoba 
(ICSM) Project Technician

Manitoba is on early detection 
alert for a wetland invader 
recently discovered in the 

province called invasive Phragmites  
(Phragmites australis subspecies 
australis). This invasive subspecies was 
accidentally introduced to North 
America in the 1700s from Europe. It is 
commonly confused with native 
Phragmites, which has a nearly 
worldwide distribution. The invasive 
subspecies has now spread throughout 
the United States and Canada, 
preferring disturbed wetland areas.  
Plants form thick stands which out-
compete native plants, alter habitat for 
wildlife, change nutrient cycling, and 
impact hydrology of the land.

Invasive Phragmites (other common 
names: Ditch Reed, Giant Reed, Yellow 
Cane) is a tall, semi-aquatic perennial 
grass that can grow to heights of 4.6 m 

(15 ft) or more and form dense 
monocultures. It has green leaves 1-4 
cm (1-1.5 in) wide and 75cm (30 in) 
long. Unlike native Phragmites (sub-
species americanus), leaf sheaths 
remain attached and are difficult to 
remove. It is also much taller than the 
native species and has longer, darker 
flowering heads. Native Phragmites 
have a ‘sunburn look’ to the lower 
stalks in the fall. Invasive Phragmites 
remain green and growing when all 
the native plants have already died 
back for the winter.  

Two stands were first reported to ISCM 
in the Winnipeg area in 2010. They 
were positively identified to be inva-
sive Phragmites during initial flower-
ing stage in August 2010. Immediate 
action by a few of ISCM’s Early Detec-
tion Rapid Response (EDRR) members 
involved removing the seed heads in 
an attempt to prevent further spread of 
this invasive plant. Since that time a 
total of 6 sites (8 stands) have been 
confirmed in the Winnipeg area, and 
an additional 2-3 suspected sites are to 
be confirmed in 2011.  

At ISCM’s Annual Meeting in Decem-
ber, a workshop on control and man-
agement of invasive Phragmites was 
given by Dr. Janice Gilbert, an ecologist 

with Ontario Parks. Dr. Gilbert is 
dealing with widespread infestations of 
this plant in Ontario. Following the 
December workshop, an invasive 
Phragmites response team was set up 
for Manitoba comprised of members 
from ISCM, Manitoba Water Steward-
ship and City of Winnipeg Naturalist 
Services Branch. Using Dr. Gilbert’s 
recommendations, one invasive 
Phragmites ditch site in Winnipeg will 
be used as a test site by the response 
team. It is scheduled to be flattened 
and burned in early March 2011. 
Follow-up action is to occur in spring 
2011, depending on water levels at  
the site. 

Please report any suspected sightings of 
invasive Phragmites to ISCM at  
www.invasivespeciesmanitoba.com  
or call Manitoba Water Stewardship at 
1-87-STOP AIS-0 (1-877-867-2470).  

Invasive  
Phragmites  
A new aquatic invasive  
threat in Manitoba! 

A tall stand of invasive 
Phragmites along a 

railway in Winnipeg.
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The	large-sized	seed	heads	
of invasive Phragmites.

S.	Faber	Routley

A native Phragmites stand in  
the fall, showing the red ‘sunburn’ 

colour on its lower stalks.

Native	Phragmites	seed	head	(left)	
and the darker seed head of invasive 
Phragmites	(right)	beside	a	30cm	ruler.	
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by Christian Artuso, Peter Taylor,  
Ken De Smet, and David Raitt

This is the second part of a condensed version of an article 
originally published in Blue Jay. For more details including 
complete references, observer names, locations, etc., please see 
the original article in Blue Jay Vol. 68 No. 3, pp. 114-123, 
published by Nature Saskatchewan.

Grassland Species:  
Declines and Disappearances

One of the more difficult topics that the Manitoba 
Breeding Bird Atlas will help address, by virtue of its 
intensive coverage, is the current distribution of 

grassland species that appear to be experiencing range 
collapse in Manitoba. The ranges of grassland specialists 
such as Burrowing Owl, Sprague’s Pipit, Baird’s Sparrow, 
Grasshopper Sparrow and Chestnut-collared Longspur 
extended to the easternmost edge of the greater prairie 
ecosystem in Manitoba as recently as the 1980s. Sprague’s 
Pipit and Grasshopper Sparrow even occurred, albeit with 
patchy distribution, in parts of the boreal transition zone 
with long-standing agricultural development. Since the 
1990s, these species have usually only been recorded in 
extreme western Manitoba. The situation is different with 
Ferruginous Hawk, which had become quite rare by the 
1920s and thereafter went unreported until a few were seen 
in the extreme southwest in the 1970s and nesting was 
confirmed in the early 1980s. Happily, since then a small 
nesting population has persisted in the southwest.

In 2010, a grant from Environment Canada’s Habitat 
Stewardship Program permitted a crew of three to under-
take intensive fieldwork in mixed grass prairie and fescue 
prairie north of the Trans Canada Highway and south of 

Riding Mountain National Park. This work complemented 
the grassland bird monitoring and management conducted 
annually since the 1980s by Ken De Smet of Manitoba 
Conservation in the southwest corner of the province.

Following an extremely successful nesting season in 2009, 
when all but one of 35 pairs produced young, Ferruginous 
Hawks increased to 41 nesting pairs in 2010, including two 
nests south of Glenboro. Although fewer than half of these 
pairs produced young, two dark-morph females in the 
southwest each successfully raised at least one dark-morph 
young. Five Burrowing Owl nests were found (down from 
nine in 2009) including three in extreme southwestern 
Manitoba, one near Cartwright, and one north of Wawa-
nesa. This species was formerly recorded locally as far east 
as the Winnipeg area; however, it seemed to disappear from 
the province between the late 1990s and 2006.

Three grassland sparrow species most strongly associated 
with native and native-like grasslands in Manitoba – Baird’s 
Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow and Chestnut-collared 
Longspur – are now largely confined to the southwestern-
most part of the province. Of these, the Grasshopper 
Sparrow normally ranges farther east and north; in 2010, 
territorial individuals were recorded north of St. Claude, 
near Mariapolis, near Mather, and near Cracknell, west of 
Riding Mountain National Park. Baird’s Sparrows were 
recorded in only a few squares in the extreme southwest, in 
the Pipestone – Lyleton area and along the “blind Souris 
River” valley south of Melita to the U.S. border. Chestnut-
collared Longspur observations in 2010 were largely 
confined to the same range as Baird’s Sparrow, but a 
population also persists in the St. Lazare area near the 
Assiniboine River in extreme western Manitoba. There was 
also a single observation of several birds on territory in 
native prairie between Shilo and Brandon. Although both 
Chestnut-collared Longspur and Sprague’s Pipit were 
recorded in Alonsa Wildlife Management Area east of the 
Riding Mountains in 2009, none was observed there this 
year, perhaps due to poor weather conditions and difficulty 
of access.

Sprague’s Pipits are still much more widespread in Manitoba 
than either Chestnut-collared Longspur or Baird’s Sparrow. 

Chestnut-collared 
Longspur near St. LazareC
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Notable Records from  
the Manitoba Breeding  
Bird Atlas 2010 Season

(	Part	2	of	2	)

Chestnut-collared 
Longspur nest.
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Despite wet conditions and reduced surveys in the tradi-
tional southwestern monitoring and management area, 
Sprague’s Pipits were found in about 200 sites altogether. 
These included over 100 locations north of the Trans 
Canada Highway, as far north as Asessippi Provincial Park, 
with a concentration in the Ellice-Archie community pasture 
near St. Lazare. A few were observed as far east as the 
Shilo-Brandon area. Many were found in grazed tame 
pasture habitat, although numbers are probably greater in 
native-like haylands and pastures. 

A Loggerhead Shrike photographed in a 
remnant patch of native prairie near Glen 
Elmo just south of the westernmost part of 
Riding Mountain National Park on June 27 
was exceptional. In recent years, there 
have been occasional observations of 
shrikes in other areas well north of the Trans Canada 
Highway, e.g., in the Neepawa-Eden area. Nesting observa-
tions during 2010 were primarily restricted to the extreme 
southwest, south and west of Pipestone; even there, fewer 
than 40 pairs were noted, marking a steep decline in the 
last 20 years. An additional three presumed pairs were 
observed in the Brandon-Shilo region by Ken De Smet. The 
plight of the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike (race migrans) in 
the Winnipeg area also appears dire, as numbers have been 
steadily decreasing from a dozen breeding pairs in 2000 to 
one pair in 2009 and no known breeding records in 2010.

Other “Notable” Notes
Eurasian Collared-doves are extending their range into 
Manitoba more slowly than they did in Saskatchewan, but 
they continued to increase, being reported in 2010 in at 
least nine locations across southern Manitoba, all south of 
the 50th parallel, from Lyleton in the southwest to White-
mouth in the southeast. Excluding sightings of spring 
transients, trumpeter swans were reported from four 
locations, near Steinbach, near Whytewold, in Churchill, 
and a pair north of Powerview. Northern Mockingbirds were 
found carrying nesting material in two locations, near 
Pierson and at St.-Georges. There was one record of a 
Dickcissel, a singing male near Waskada, one of only a 

handful recorded in Manitoba since an irruption in 2003 
and post-irruption “echo” in 2004. 

While forests were tinder-dry in parts of the north, the 
summer of 2010 was extremely wet in many parts of 
southern Manitoba, with several towns experiencing record 
rainfalls. Environment Canada’s Brandon A weather station 
recorded 152 mm of rain in May, over three times the 
long-term average of 50.1 mm; June and July were also 
very wet months. Consequently, Sedge Wren, Le Conte’s 
Sparrow, Nelson’s Sparrow, and Yellow Rail were all re-
corded in high numbers and in many unusual locations such 
as flooded pastures. Yellow Rails call more frequently in 
daylight hours than is generally realized, and many were 
recorded during routine atlassing activities.

Of special interest, Yellow Rails were heard regularly at 
several locations within the city of Winnipeg, with up to six 
singing individuals present in one small area along the 
Harte Trail in Charleswood. Virginia Rails were observed 
with fledged young in Winnipeg and Kleefeld; the species is 
rarely encountered at these locations. Conversely, both 
Yellow and Virginia Rails proved relatively difficult to find 
in some boreal marshes, presumably because of the wetland 
bounty elsewhere, and possibly also due to displacement 
from traditional areas by high water levels.

The Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas has an extraordinary 
capacity to engage volunteers of all skill levels. With 

sufficient participation, this project will 
greatly augment current knowledge of bird 
distribution and abundance in Manitoba. 
Out-of-province volunteers are especially 
welcome, particularly for collaboration 
with Manitoba birders and researchers to 
improve coverage in remote areas of 

central and northern Manitoba. If you might be able to get 
involved in any way, please either register via the website 
www.birdatlas.mb.ca or contact the authors. 

The authors wish to thank Rudolf Koes for assistance in 
preparing this article, as well as all partners and sponsors of 
the Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas. The atlas is “built” by 
volunteers and we thank deeply all 500 registered 
participants. 
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“The plight of the 
Eastern Loggerhead 

Shrike in the Winnipeg 
area also appears dire.”

Eurasian-collared 
Dove in Lyleton.

Loggerhead Shrike 
near Glen Elmo.
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Common Moonwort 
(Botrychium lunaria)

This moonwort is found throughout the northern half of the 
province but is scarce, except along the Hudson Bay coast-
line, where it is locally abundant on damp, exposed sub-
strates, e.g. old sand and gravel pits. Specimens from 
southern Manitoba are now recognized as belonging to 
other species. It is widespread in northern and western 
North America as well as many other parts of the world.  
(See photo on page 1)

Daisy-leaf Moonwort 
(Botrychium matricariifolium)

Only two specimens have been collected from the province, 
both from boreal granite outcroppings. Homer Scoggan 
collected the first specimen from Norway House in June 
1948. The second specimen was found by R. Staniforth in 
July 2007 in Wekusko Provincial Park. This species is found 
in boreal regions across North America and Europe.

Mingan Moonwort 
(Botrychium minganense)

In Manitoba, the Mingan Moonwort is of widespread 
occurrence in forest clearings or in mixed forests, but it is 
rare. This species is found across the northern and western 
regions of North America.

Pale Moonwort 
(Botrychium pallidum)

This species was included in a provincial plant list produced 
by the Manitoba Conservation Data Centre in 1995 on the 
basis of a report from Otterburne, Manitoba. No voucher 
specimen has been seen, therefore its occurrence in Mani-
toba requires verification. It is a species of the Great Lakes 
region with disjunct populations elsewhere.

 Least Moonwort 
(Botrychium simplex)

A single specimen is the only record for Manitoba. It was 
collected in June 1994 by B. Ford, J. Starr, E. and D. Punter 
from a sandy road convergence in a Jack Pine forest near 
Badger in southeast Manitoba. The Least Moonwort is found 
in both western and eastern North America, as well as in 
Europe. The Badger specimen is northwest of its known 
eastern range which extends into northern Minnesota and 
northwest Ontario.

Spatulate Moonwort 
(Botrychium spathulatum) 

A plant from Riding Mountain National Park was the first 
collection of this species from Manitoba. It had been 
collected in 1940 by C. Lowe. A second colony of about 
2000 plants was discovered on a mud airstrip at Lake 
Waskaiowaka in July 2010 by R. Staniforth. This species 
occurs in northern North America as several widely scat-
tered populations. 

Rattlesnake Fern 
(Botrypus virginianus)

This is the most widespread and common member of this 
group of ferns in Manitoba. It is found in deciduous, mixed 
and conifer forests throughout most of the province except 
the far north. The species is widespread throughout North 
America and on other continents, except for arid and arctic 
regions. (See photo above)

Leathery Grapefern 
(Sceptridium multifidum)

The Leathery Grapefern is a rare but widespread species in 
south and central Manitoba. In Manitoba, this species is 
usually associated with Jack Pine-Bearberry forests on sandy 
substrates. The species is found across northern North 
America and northern Eurasia. (See photo on next page)

Rattlesnake fern in 
Hecla Provincial Park.

Rattlesnakes, Adder’s-tongues 
& Moonwort Madness in Manitoba

(...continued from page 1)
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Blunt-lobed Grapefern 
(Sceptridium oneidense) 

A single plant was discovered in a ditch overhung by willows and 
alders near Star Lake, Whiteshell Provincial Park in September 2001 by 
R. Staniforth, K. Jones and R. Cormack. This species is found across 
eastern North America westward to Minnesota. The Star Lake plant is 
a northwest extension of its known range.

Leathery grapefern 
growing in Sandilands 

Provincial Forest.

Specimen of 
Northern 
Adder’s-

tongue fern 
from Rennie
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A Visit to Winnipeg’s  
Recycling Facility

The Grey Hares took a very interesting tour 
of Winnipeg’s automated recycling facility 
on	November	17,	organized	by	trip	leader	
Daniela Rempel.

Did you know...
•	 eleven	different	types	of	recyclable	

materials are sorted, baled and sent to 
manufacturing plants all over the world

•	 90%	(by	weight)	of	the	
operation is automated

•	 paper	is	in	and	out	of	the	facility	
in	an	average	of	24	hours

•	 on	average,	160	thousand	kilograms	
of materials are processed per day

Northern Adder’s-tongue 
(Ophioglossum pusillum) 

An extensive, well-populated colony was discov-
ered in 1996 in a wet swale near Vita, southern 
Manitoba by L. Reeves. A second colony of about 
200 individuals was found in a ditch near 
Rennie, southeast Manitoba in September 2008 
by R. Staniforth. Populations of this species occur 
in eastern and in western North America. The 
Manitoba populations have extended the known 
range of the eastern populations in a northwest 
direction from northwest Ontario and northern 
Minnesota. (See photo above)
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Birding by ear
Instructor: Brad Carey,  
Nature Manitoba Birder

Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Come and experience some of the more common sights and 
sounds of our returning “feathered friends”. We will view 

pictures taken from birding software programs, listen to tapes 
and discuss ways to identify birds in the field.

Pre-regIstratIon required! 
Contact the Nature Manitoba office at 
943-9029 or info@naturemanitoba.ca.

regIster earLY to aVoID  
DIsaPPoIntMent. Class sizes 

are limited to 28 (we no longer have 
access to a larger room at Kelvin 
to accommodate workshops with 

enrolments larger than 28).

If you are unable to attend, please 
CanCeL by calling the office so 

others may benefit from the vacancy.

Fee: $5 for Nature Manitoba members, 
$10 for non-members (students: $3 
for members, $5 for non-members). 
Workshops are open to children over 

10, accompanied by a parent.

tIMe: 7:30pm

LoCatIon: KELVIN HIGH SCHOOL 
(Room 31), Stafford Street at 

Academy Road. Parking at Kelvin 
is available in the lot behind the 
school, by the west entrance.

Workshop Co-ordinator:  
Julia Schoen

N A T u R E  M A N I T O B A ’ S  

WorkShop SerieS 2011 
f r o m  F e b r u a r y  1 s t  u n t i l  M a y  3 r d

how to study a twig
At the March 1st workshop Manitoba Trees in Winter, 
retired botany professor Richard Staniforth taught a 

group of eager participants how to sort out the 
differences between various Manitoba tree species in 

the winter. Twig specimens were provided, but 
participants were encouraged to bring their own, too.

Julia S
choen

a WorkShop thaNk You!
A huge thank you to all of our workshop presenters, 
so generous with their time in sharing their expertise 
with so many interested participants. The programs 

were very popular and most had full attendance.

Thanks to the instructors:

Bill Watkins 
Randy Mooi 

Christian Artuso 
Dawn Kitching 

Richard Staniforth 
Ward Christianson 

Bill Preston 
Kim Monson 
Anne Lindsey 
Jennifer West 
David Punter 
Brad Carey

and to Nature Manitoba’s Workshop Co-ordinator:

Julia Schoen
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by Anne Nesbitt

A labyrinth garden, what a 
whimsical way to honour an 
author! And it couldn’t be more 

fitting! Carol Shields had a life long 
love of labyrinths. She and her 
husband Don courted in the Hampton 
Court Maze. In her book Larry’s Party, 
she wrote that Larry Weller had an 
epiphany in the centre of that same 
labyrinth. He then returned to Win-
nipeg and became a labyrinth 
designer.

The Carol Shields 
Memorial Labyrinth, 
in King’s Park, 
Winnipeg, is an 
innovative project 
which is setting an 
example for com-
bining recreational 
gardens and histori-
cal commemorations 
in public places through-
out the world. It is the only 
permanent garden labyrinth in 
a Canadian park. This original, unique 
design is the largest contemporary 
labyrinth in Canada. It is the only 
labyrinth in North America designed so 
that so that two wheel chairs can pass 
on the pathways.

We incorporated Carol’s love of 
gardening, which was reflected in her 
books, by including some of the 
flowers that she mentioned. As you 
walk through the memorial, you’ll find 
flowers that Larry used in his laby-
rinths: Spirea, Crocuses and Lilacs. Of 
course, there are daisies because Daisy 
is the main character in the Stone 
Diaries. The eleven segments include 
twelve different indigenous species 
such as Three Flowered Avens, Black 
Eyed Susans, and Little Bluestem, 
which greet you throughout your walk 
with a variety of colours and fra-
grances that change throughout the 
seasons.  

Because of the location of the site, the 
labyrinth became the only bowl-shaped 
labyrinth in the world. This has 

enhanced the healing benefits of this 
commemoration because a slight 
gravitational pull allows each side of 
your body to relax progressively as you 
move through the labyrinth. To reflect 
Carol’s struggle with cancer, the 
Healing/Meditation Garden has herbs 
such as Thyme, as well as native herbs 
Prairie Sage, Pink Onion and Pasture 
Sage, which provide both colour 
therapy and aroma therapy. The 
walkway in this section is lined with 

engraved bricks donated for 
each member of the Chemo 

Savvy Dragon Boat Team 
that has died. Two 

concrete Quote Walls 
with ceramic tiles 
contain quotes from 
a wide variety of 
Carol’s books. 
Anyone entering the 

labyrinth has to pass 
through Carol’s words. 

As you look at the 
engraved walls from the 

centre of the labyrinth, you 
can’t help but ask if we inadvertently 
created a Stone Diary of Carol’s life, a 
fitting tribute to our beloved author.

Little did we know that the labyrinth 
would capture us and spin its own web 
around us, taking us in a myriad of 
directions. This labyrinth garden is 
reaching out into the community, 
bringing together writers, playwrights, 
architects, seniors, engineers, first 
nations, schools, seniors, families, as 
well as walking, gardening and other 
local groups.

As this project begins to take on mythic 
proportions, it is reflecting the real-life 
inspiration that Carol was for many 
people. As the project continues, we 
are becoming more and more aware 
that Carol is leading us along the 
pathway. What a magical journey!

Carol Shields Memorial Labyrinth  
Featured in 2011 Garden Tour

The	2011	Garden	Tour	map	
is now up on our website. 

This map accompanies the 
addresses listed on the tickets.
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The	2011	tour	features	a	unique	community	
garden located in beautiful King’s Park – 
the	Carol	Shields	Memorial	Labyrinth.

OUR NATURAL 
GARDEN TOUR

Nature Manitoba 
Fundraiser 2011

Nine beautiful St. Vital gardens did 
“Our	Natural	Garden	Tour”	proud	
this past summer. Now everyone 

can look forward to a new group of 
gardens, equally beautiful, on our next 

tour on Saturday July 23, 2011.

Our	new	tour	will	take	place	in	Fort	
Richmond	and	Fort	Garry,	with	a	swing	
a	bit	further	west	to	McCreary	Road.	

A number of smaller yards will be 
featured, all very different from each 
other, all very creatively put together. 
The largest property is huge, compris-
ing	three	acres	on	McCreary,	and	quite	
spectacular. Ponds and water features 
are	effectively	utilized	and	container	
plantings add decorative touches.

Our	community	property	for	2011	
is	the	Carol	Shields	Memorial	

Labyrinth	in	King’s	Park,	Fort	Rich-
mond – a project that began with 
community	involvement	in	2003.	It	

is a unique and inviting garden.

Tickets are $15.	Last	year,	this	$5	
price increase helped to bring in the 
largest amount of money to date for 
our	organization.	Nature	Manitoba	

appreciates this great support.

Tickets are available at the Nature 
Manitoba	office	(943-9029),	or	you	 
can visit www.naturemanitoba.ca 

for additional locations.

The 2011 Garden Tour is on 
Saturday, July 23. Come out to 
support Nature Manitoba and 

have a great time doing it!

Julia Schoen
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See the experienced 
sales staff at Photo 

Central for...

Friendly Service  
& Expert Advice!

• Cameras
• Binoculars
• Accessories

• Photo Copies
• Photo Courses

• Film Developing

FREE PARKING!

T O U R S  F O R  N AT U R A L I S T S
*** YUKON & DEMPSTER HIGHWAY ***

 Land of the Midnight Sun
Tour I, 18-29 June 2011 (12 days), Tour II, 1-12 July 2011

Cost $3500 (dbl occup) +GST from Whitehorse

The Yukon is a fabled land whose very name evokes archetypal images of 
wilderness and a frontier populated by colourful characters. On this tour we 
will experience both the natural and human landscapes of this fascinating 

and beautiful land, visiting the Klondike, the Dempster Highway, and the 
Mackenzie Delta. The Dempster is renowned as a naturalist’s paradise 
with its varied and beautiful landscapes, sought-after bird species, large 

mammals,	and	we	visit	at	the	peak	of	the	wildflower	display.	At latitude 66N 
we cross the Arctic Circle and enter the Land of the Midnight Sun. We 

also fly across the Mackenzie Delta to Tuktoyaktuk on the Arctic Ocean.

*** SUNSHINE COAST FOR NATURALISTS ***
18-22 July 2011 (5 days)

$1350 + HST (dbl occup) from Vancouver

The	Sunshine	Coast	exemplifies	the	best	of	coastal	British	Columbia	as	
the temperate rainforest meets the blue of the Salish Sea in a confusion 
of	magnificent	fjords	and	green	islands.	We	visit	the	Sunshine	Coast’s	
scenic highlights, including a full day cruise to world famous Princess 

Louisa	Inlet.		We	also	visit	Jedediah	Island	and	take	a	sunset	cruise.	The	
Sunshine	Coast’s	culinary	offerings	are	central	to	this	tour	and	we	will	sample	

the best. Meals are included in the tour price except for four dinners. 

Leader: Tony Greenfield 
WHISKEYJACK NATURE TOURS

BOX 319, SECHELT, BC, V0N 3A0
Tel: 604-885-5539, Email: tony@whiskeyjacknaturetours.com

Full details & itineraries at website: www.whiskeyjacknaturetours.com
BC reg #34425

401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB   R3B 1G4
Phone: (204) 943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About Nature Manitoba 

The Objectives of Nature Manitoba are to: 
• Foster an awareness and appreciation of the natural environment 

and an understanding of humanity’s place therein; 
• Provide an association and voice for those interested in natural 

history and the outdoors, and cooperate with individuals and 
organizations with similar goals; 

• Arrange educational and recreational programs and field trips to 
promote an understanding of the natural environment; 

• Stimulate research and record and preserve data and material in 
natural history and allied subjects; 

• Work for the preservation of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Receipts for income tax purposes are issued 
for amounts in excess of membership.

NAture MANItoBA store

www.naturemanitoba.ca
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