
by Tom Reaume

American Crows, 
Corvus brachyrhyn-
chos, have increased 

their use of cities as places 
in which to nest and roost 
throughout North America. 
To set a baseline I studied 
crows nesting in Winnipeg 
in 2008 and 2009, the first 
study in a Canadian city.

Methods
From mid-March through 
May, I located nests while 
watching crows gathering 
and carrying nesting 

material (twig, bark, grass) or making trips to a nest to feed 
their young. When a nest was located, I identified the tree 
species and measured its diameter at breast height (dbh). 
To determine the context for a nest-tree, I measured dis-
tances from it (1) to the nearest two trees mature enough to 
hold a crow’s nest and (2) to the nearest building and road 
(not alley or driveway). For the two nearest trees I mea-
sured their dbhs and identified the species.

Results
Crows nest once a year and usually in a different tree each 
year. Although I didn’t band any crows, there is a possibility 
that some of them switched from nesting in a deciduous 
tree one year to a coniferous tree the next year or vice 
versa. Forty-seven nests were located. I considered a nest to 
be successful when at least one crow fledged. The outcomes 
were: successful 74% and failed 26%. Nests in deciduous 
trees had a success rate of 64% and those in conifers 84%. 
Crows fledged from their nests between May 29 and July 

19. One to four young  
crows fledged per nest.  
Most nestlings fledged in 
June (87%) followed by July (10%) and May (3%).

Of 47 nests 47% were in deciduous trees and 53% in 
conifers. Six tree species were used: American Elm (Ulmus 
americana) 34%; Colorado Spruce (Picea pungens) 30%; 
White Spruce (Picea glauca) 20%; Ash (Fraxinus spp.) 6%; 
Siberian Elm (Ulmus pumila) 6% and Scotch Pine (Pinus 
sylvestris) 4%. From 97 crow nest-record cards at The 
Manitoba Museum, crows nested in 14 tree species; 11 
deciduous and two coniferous, plus one abandoned house. 
Four nests were in dead trees.
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American Crows  
Nesting in Winnipeg

(continued on page 9...)
Active crow’s nest in a Siberian 
Elm tree along St. Mary Avenue.

Head profile 
of an adult 

crow.
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President’s Corner
by Roger Turenne

Decision Time for the 
Victoria Beach Cabin

The Victoria Beach cabin, owned and operated by 
Nature Manitoba for more than 70 years has, for most 
members, been largely out of sight and out of mind. A 

show of hands at a board meeting last spring indicated that 
few had ever even seen it. It was then decided to hold a 
board meeting at the cabin in October 2010 to allow board members to familiarize 
themselves with the property, assess its worthiness, and to discuss how it could better 
support the Society’s objectives.

Originally built by members themselves in the 1920s in what was then a remote area 
accessible only by railroad, it served as a meeting place and staging area for naturalist 
trips. It was a day-use cabin only, with no bedrooms. Sometime in the 1960s the cabin 
became less of a place to come and study nature and, with the addition of two 
bedrooms, more of a rental property. It has remained so for over 40 years, an 
affordable rustic retreat for members. 

The cabin has had little financial impact on the Society. Rental fees offset repairs, 
maintenance and taxes. Maintenance is carried out by occasional work parties and the 
dedication of a small corps of volunteers, most notably Jeff Wauer and his two sons 
who have been the volunteer caretakers for the last 15 years or so. 

What the board discovered during its meeting 
at the cabin is that it is really showing its age 
and that major upgrades would soon be 
required, including a new roof. An ad hoc 
committee was struck, chaired by Sean Worden, 
to study the various options. The committee 
immediately saw the need to obtain professional advice on the state of the cabin and 
called upon a member who is a professional engineer. While the committee was not 
able to obtain a structural report on the cabin’s foundation, it did get a detailed report 
that outlined approximately $20,000 worth of needed repairs. Further discussion led to 
the conclusion that actual costs might be twice that amount or more.

The committee was also made aware of possible safety issues and liability concerns. As 
of this writing, it is trying to obtain the services of a structural engineer and, pending 
his report, the board has decided to suspend all further cabin rentals. But even if the 
safety issue is resolved, we are still faced with huge expenses. This raises the 
fundamental question of why we should even continue in the cabin rental business. 
Can we justify an expense of tens of thousands of dollars to subsidize the holidays of 
some 30 people per year who actually use the cabin? Obtaining donations for such a 
purpose would be a very tough sell. Would it make more sense to replace the cabin 
with a new prefab building?

If so, the committee realized that any new cabin would have to be a more public-use 
oriented facility in order to raise the required funds. It came up with a bold proposal 
for Nature Manitoba: to establish an interpretive centre at the site. It recommended 
further study to flesh out such a centre’s mandate, operations and funding. During 
Board discussion, the question was broadened to: “If we had $200,000 in the bank (a 
rough guess of the value of our property), would our top priority be to purchase a 
vacant lot in an expensive cottage area 100 kilometres from the city in order to set up 
an interpretive centre?”

Dealing with the above questions will likely be the most important task of the board in 
the coming months. The answers we come up with will have a major impact on Nature 
Manitoba for many years. The board would appreciate your input. Write to us or, if you 
would like to become involved, please get in touch with Sean Worden through the 
Nature Manitoba office.

“The answers we come 
up with will have a 

major impact on Nature 
Manitoba for many years.”
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by Tommy Allen
Photo: Jared Matwiy
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Judith 
Mate

When Judith 
Mate’s parents 
immigrated to Canada 

from Hungary, they were given a ticket to 
Winnipeg, where Judith was born and 
raised. Judith spent her school years in 
the city, encouraged by her mom to 
explore the arts, and spent much of her 
summers at her dad’s small farm. In her 
teens she went to Hungarian camp at 
Clear Lake, and snuck away one night to 
go for a moonlight canoe with a boy. That 
night she fell in love... with canoeing that 
is. It wasn’t until she was around 20 years 
old that she was able to get a longer 
canoe trip under her belt, doing a 3-day 
trip with her boyfriend leaving from St. 
Boniface and paddling to Grand Beach, 
passing through the Netley Marsh.

Judith had a dream that one day she 
could go live in Rwanda’s mountain 
forests like Dian Fossey, studying gorillas. 
She studied Anthropology and got her 
degree, but then decided to pursue some 
theatre courses, and ended up with a 
second degree in Education. Judith began 
her work career by taking contracts to 
teach English to immigrants, a job she 
enjoyed and did for several 
years. She also got an 
unusual job acting in a 
group that travelled through 
northern Manitoba, a trip 
where she fell in love with 
the province, with the 
people and the boreal forest.

Still in her 20s, Judith took an opportu-
nity to teach English in Japan for a year, 

and requested that she 
be placed in a rural 

setting. That gave her the chance 
to explore bamboo forests and go rock 
climbing near the ocean. She even biked 
across the country in 2 days with a friend, 
something unimaginable in Canada. After 
returning to Winnipeg, she met her 
husband-to-be, an experienced canoeist. 
With their ‘engagement canoe’ they 
enjoyed many  trips in the Whiteshell and 
even got all of their flat water canoeing 
certificates. 

After a move to Edmonton, becoming a 
mom, and then returning to Winnipeg as 
a single mom, it was evident that getting 
out to go canoeing was just not as easy. 
Luckily she came across several organiza-
tions that enabled her to get paddling 
again, one of which was Nature Manitoba 
2 years ago. She has not only enjoyed 
going on outdoor trips, and Mantario’s 
Family Week with her son, but has joined 
one of Nature Manitoba’s committees to 
help plan the Discovery Evening series.

Judith will be beginning a new job in 
January, working for the International 

Centre for Students at the 
University of Manitoba. As 
part of her job, she hopes to 
plan canoe trips and nature 
excursions for international 
students, allowing them to 
experience Manitoba’s wilder-
ness. She’d also love to see 

these types of trips made accessible to 
inner-city single moms, who likely do not 
have access to such recreational activities.

“ ... a trip where 
she fell in love 

with the province, 
with the people and 
the boreal forest.”

Welcome New Members!
November/December 2010:

Lucille Cenerini & Family 
Ashley Cote 
Jim Parker 

Debbie Ateah & Family 
Ken Stojak & Family 

Bob Groff 
Darrell Neufeld 
Andy Misurka 

Pat Nowicki & Family 
Sheila O’Leary 
Jim Chapryk 

Glen Lenchuk & Family 
Gregory Thomas 

Jonathan Kulesza & Family 
Liz Kornelsen 

Jodi Dessureault 
Yuan Qiuyan 
Iris Malone 

Jane MacDonald 
Robert Vivian 

Jim Parker 
Walter Mirosh 

Beverly Wawruck 
Maraya Raduha 
Chris Deduke 

Ainsley Hutchings

SpriNg 2011 
gArAgE  
S A L E
Saturday, April 16th

Nature Manitoba will be holding 
its next GIANT garage sale on 
Saturday, April 16 from 9:30-

noon at the Westminster United 
Church. Donations are accepted 

at the church (basement) on 
Friday evening, between 6-9pm, 

or call the office at 943-9029 
to drop it off there in advance. 
(Note that TVs and computer 
monitors will not be accepted)

Volunteers needed!  
Contact the office at 943-9029.
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Have a short story?
Please send us your short stories (approximately 300-500 words) 
of interesting encounters with Manitoba nature, whether from your 

backyard or out in the field. Accompanying photos appreciated!

EncountErs of thE

Natural Kind
RAPID RECOVERY

by Ardythe McMaster 
(reprinted from the March 2007 issue of the Blue Jay)

A few years ago, in early December, Don and I noticed that one of the eight 
Blue Jays regularly visiting our feeders had no tail. We noted that, while 
the stately elegance of the Blue Jay is certainly diminished without that 

beautifully marked blue tail, “Mr. No Tail” did not seem to be impaired by his 
loss, that he was feeding well, and that he was not harrassed for his difference by 
the other Blue Jays.

Knowing nothing of the biology of feathers and their growth, we wondered how 
long it would be before a new tail would grow. Would he have to wait until next 
moult? Until spring? We waited and watched with great interest.

We did not wait long! Within ten days, we were sure that we could see new 
growth beneath his wings as he fed. Another week passed and we renamed him 
“Mr. Short Tail”. In three weeks the new tail was fully grown! Our bird was still 
identifiable, however, for he carried his fine new feathers fanned into a V-shape, 
beautifully exposing the white border framing his brilliant blue tail.

By mid-January, we could no longer identify our bird. All of our eight Blue Jays 
had beautiful, long, blue tails, straight when they perched, fanned when they 
flew. And we have answers to some questions we had previously never even 
thought to ask!

Our NAturAL 
gArdEN tOur

Nature Manitoba 
Fundraiser 2011

Nine beautiful St. Vital gardens did 
“Our Natural Garden Tour” proud 
this past summer. Now everyone 
can look forward to a new group 
of gardens, equally beautiful, on 
our next tour on July 23, 2011.

Our new tour will take place in Fort 
Richmond and Fort Garry, with a swing 

a bit further west to McCreary Road. 
A number of smaller yards will be 

featured, all very different from each 
other, all very creatively put together. 
The largest property is huge, compris-
ing three acres on McCreary, and quite 
spectacular. Ponds and water features 

are effectively utilized and container 
plantings add decorative touches.

Our community property for 2011 
is the Carol Shields Memorial 

Labyrinth in King’s Park, Fort Rich-
mond – a project that began with 

community involvement in 2003. It 
is a unique and inviting garden.

Tickets are $15. Last year, this $5 
price increase helped to bring in the 
largest amount of money to date for 
our organization. Nature Manitoba 

appreciates this great support.

Tickets will be available at Discovery 
Evenings (see page 22-23), at the 
2011 Workshops (see page 20-21) 

and from the Nature Manitoba office.

the 2011 garden tour is on 
Saturday, July 23. Come out to 
support Nature Manitoba and 

have a great time doing it!

Julia Schoen
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Nature Manitoba Plant Profiles Online

Tom Reaume has completed 19 profiles of 
plants in Winnipeg. Each profile consists of 
about 25 images and text on three pages. 

New ink drawings and colour photos, plus a 
half-page column of text describe each species 
including two sedges (Carex). He received grants 
from Manitoba Culture, Heritage, Tourism and 
Sport, The Winnipeg Foundation and Manitoba 
Hydro to create this new work. The profiles are in 
PDF format, ready to print.

To view all of Tom’s plant profiles, go to Nature 
Manitoba’s website at www.naturemanitoba.ca, 
click on “Botany & More” in the left-hand 
sidebar, and then click any of the 19 common 
names of plants to see the profile. Tom hopes to 
add more profiles next year.

Randy Mooi from the Manitoba Museum 
helping promote the garden tour. Randy will be 
hosting a workshop on Feb. 8th (see page 20).
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Historic st.  AdolpHe: 

Chimney Swift 
Nest ing Capital  

of  Manitoba

Lew
is C

ocks

by Barb Stewart

From mid-May to the end of August, St. Adolphe 
residents turn their eyes to the sky to view the wonder 
of the Chimney Swifts. Whether someone casts an 

upward glance to a chimney rim as they walk by, or families 
gather for an evening to view the spectacle of the roosting 
hour, towns’ folk savour their connection to the Chimney 
Swifts. 

Although the nesting and roosting birds inside the chimneys 
are hidden from curious eyes, their aerial displays are 
impressive to watch. Entries to a chimney range from fast, 
kamikaze style head first dives to slow, fluttering foot first 
drops. Exits can be seen as skyward 
bursts or low, stealthy manoeuvres. The 
gregarious Chimney Swifts communi-
cate with a variety of distinctive vocal-
izations as they fly with impressive 
agility to nab insects from the air.

Celebrating the spring arrival of Chimney Swifts to St. 
Adolphe has become a recent community tradition. 
Unknown to most residents prior to Manitoba Chimney 
Swift Initiative (MCSI) monitoring, which began in 2007, 
Chimney Swifts are now embraced as “THE” most antici-
pated migrant. Chimney-side watches begin as breeding 
pairs of Chimney Swifts take up residence in 5 old, brick 
chimneys situated in 4 historic buildings along Main Street. 
The local population of Chimney Swifts in St. Adolphe 
represents the highest known concentration of breeding 
adults in Manitoba.

In 2007, the inaugural year of MCSI monitoring, 3 pairs of 
Chimney Swifts used nest sites in Le Club Amical, the 
Paroisse St. Adolphe Catholic Church, and a private Main 
Street residence. The fledging of 3 juveniles from the 
north-east chimney at Le Club Amical in late July 2007 was 
the first documented breeding record for the community 
and the first in the province since 1942.

By 2010, a colonizing trend was established and 11 adults 
– 5 breeding pairs and one roving helper bird – distributed 
themselves among 5 chimneys which included the southeast 
Club Amical and Brodeur Bros. (a former local business) 
sites. The successful fledging of 2 juveniles from the 
Brodeur Bros. chimney on August 18 set the record for the 
latest known fledging date in St. Adolphe.

A Special Avian Congregation
A tall white spire prominently rises from the front of the 
Paroisse St. Adolphe Catholic Church. At the back of the 
building, a discrete stack of bricks extends unobtrusively 
above the roof line. This chimney has not served as part of 
the heating system for decades, but it is still an invaluable 
structure – the preferred nest site and migratory roosting 

location for Chimney Swifts.

Monitoring of the Church started in 
June, 2007 after a MCSI observer 
tracked a flying Chimney Swift and 
watched it drop into the chimney at 
dusk one evening.  The excitement of 

identifying a new nest site was surpassed by the discovery 
of 2 Chimney Swifts flying in the vaulted ceiling of the 
Church about 4 weeks later! The birds had left the chimney 
through a gap in the basement, flown up the stairwell into 
the first floor meeting room, and then headed into the main 
body of the Church. After several days, the exhausted birds 
were found clinging to chair backs by Fr. Gerald Michaud 
and parishioners Joe Brodeur and Marcel Lagasse. Once 
released by these gentlemen, the Chimney Swifts continued 
to use the chimney until fall migration.

The precarious start to monitoring Chimney Swifts in the 
Church was not the only challenge to overcome. By early 
2009, the mortar in the 1913-built chimney was eroding 
noticeably. It was recommended that the chimney be 
repaired or demolished. In each breeding season since 2007, 
Chimney Swifts had successfully fledged from this nest site 
and the Church chimney was the only location of migratory 
groupings in August. The chimney had to be protected.

The MCSI started negotiations with the Parish Board of 
Directors. With financial assistance from the Province of 
Manitoba’s Sustainable Development Innovations Fund and 
Environment Canada’s EcoAction Community Funding 
Program, mason Bill Anderson was on site in September, 
2009 to re-point the failing mortar. Also, the rim was 

An active Chimney Swift nesting chimney (circled) 
at Paroisse St. Adolphe Catholic Church.

(continued on page 19...)

“Chimney Swifts are now 
embraced as ‘THE’ 

most anticipated migrant.”
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Nature in the News...
Efforts to Help Lake Winnipeg get B.C. Partner

by Kevin Rollason (excerpted from the Winnipeg Free Press print edition November 30, 2010)

A grassroots group working to help Lake 
Winnipeg is hoping that what worked 
in the Columbia River watershed will 

aid our ailing lake.

Bruce Smith of the Lake Winnipeg Foundation 
said that’s why the local foundation has joined 
forces with B.C.-based Wildsight, to create the 
Living Lakes Network Canada. “They have a 

good track record with the Columbia River and they are 15 
years old and we’re five,” Smith said. 

Heather Leschied, program director of Wildsight, said the idea 
to create a national group came when they started giving 
advice to the Lake Winnipeg Foundation. Wildsight has been 

working for years to reduce nutrients in the Columbia River 
watershed. She said one of the first priorities of the new 
national group is helping Lake Winnipeg.

Leschied said the first thing done to help the Columbia River 
watershed was to survey its fish habitat, marshland and 
shorelines. As well, she said Wildsight built a community-
supported system of water stewardship along the river’s 
headwaters region.

Want to hear more about this and other  
initiatives of the Lake Winnipeg Foundation?  

Dr. Alex Salki will be presenting on the topic at the 
Discovery Evening on February 7th. (see page 22)

Province Creates Two New Provincial Parks 
(excerpted from the Government of Manitoba’s official press release, December 1, 2010)

The creation of Colvin Lake and 
Nueltin Lake provincial parks will 
protect 610,000 hectares of 

pristine northern-transition forest 
habitat with a total area 10 times larger 
than Winnipeg, Premier Greg Selinger 
announced today.

“You only get one chance to protect 
pristine boreal forest and tundra,” said Selinger. “By protecting 
this land, we are preserving our wilderness heritage for future 
generations and supporting the growth of ecotourism while 
respecting the people who call the area home.”

The Colvin Lake Provincial Park, known as the Land of Little 
Sticks, protects a total of 163,070 hectares. Nueltin Lake 
Provincial Park totals 447,190 hectares. Both fall in an area of 
transition between boreal forest and tundra landscapes in the 
northwest corner of Manitoba.  The parks are within the 
traditional territories of the Northlands Denesuline First Nation 
and Sayisi Dene First Nation.

The parks include numerous freshwater 
lakes, eskers and frost-heaved rock and 
boulder fields that make overland travel 
through the area challenging.  The new 
parks provide habitat for diverse plant 
communities and wildlife species such 
as the Qamanirjuaq barren ground 
caribou herds, moose, black bear, 

wolverine, wolf, lynx, fox, river otter, weasel and mink.

A public consultation process led to the designation of the 
lands around Colvin Lake and Nueltin Lake as provincial parks 
under the wilderness land-use category. Lands included in a 
wilderness land-use category designated under the Provincial 
Parks Act legally prohibit commercial logging, mining, 
hydroelectric development, oil and gas development, and any 
other activities that may significantly or adversely affect 
habitat.

For more information on the new Colvin Lake and Nueltin Lake 
provincial parks, visit www.manitobaprotectedareas.com.

Colvin 
Lake p.p.

Nueltin 
Lake p.p. 

Hudson 
Bay

MANitOBA

Provincial Parks Suffer Extensive Damage from Major Storms
(excerpted from the Government of Manitoba’s official press release, November 4, 2010)

Cleanup and repairs have begun of the significant storm 
damage suffered by all provincial parks around the south 
basin of Lake Winnipeg and at least one on Lake Mani-

toba, Conservation Minister Bill Blaikie announced today.

“Staff are cleaning up the damage and making repairs to 
facilities that were hit hard during the huge storm,” said 
Blaikie, who toured many of the parks after the storm. “While 
most of these parks were already closed for the season and no 
one was in danger during the storm, we are asking the public 
to stay away from these areas, due to safety concerns.”

There was significant erosion of shorelines at Grand Beach, 
Patricia Beach, Winnipeg Beach and Camp Morton provincial 
parks on Lake Winnipeg, Blaikie said. There was also damage 
to infrastructure near the shores of some parks including Grand 
Beach where wind and waves destroyed the boardwalk. On 
Lake Manitoba, there was extensive shoreline damage at St. 
Ambroise Provincial Park.

While there has been extensive erosion of sand dunes and 
beach ridges at some of the parks, Blakie says it is expected 
these areas will be restored naturally over time.
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by Richard K. Baydack, University of Manitoba

Prairie grouse populations, including 
Sharp-tailed Grouse (Tympanuchus 
phasianellus), Greater Prairie-

chicken (T. cupido), and Lesser Prairie-
chicken (T. pallidicinctus), have 
declined significantly from historical 
levels throughout the Great Plains of 
North America. While many factors 
have contributed to these declines, 
the loss and fragmentation of expan-
sive prairies to farming and the 
reduction of habitat quality within 
remaining prairie fragments are known 
to be the primary causes. The social, 
political and economic drivers that have 
facilitated this loss of native grasslands throughout 
the United States and Canada generally fall beyond the 
jurisdiction of the individual local, regional, state, and 
provincial wildlife management authorities. As a result, 
many grassland-dependent species requir-
ing high-quality native grasslands are now 
threatened, endangered, or species of 
concern. 

The North American Grouse Partnership 
(NAGP) was formed in 1999 as an interna-
tional advocacy group in response to the conservation needs 
of 11 grouse species. The NAGP works to bring the plight of 
declining grouse species and their 
habitats to the attention of the 
public, provides oversight for the 
health of grouse populations, 
implements solutions to problems 
causing grouse declines, and 
encourages management decisions 
that will enhance important habitats 
and grouse populations. 

A Grassland Conservation Plan for 
Prairie Grouse is a strategic plan 
that emphasizes managing, enhanc-
ing and restoring grassland ecosys-
tems for the benefit of prairie grouse 
and producing benefits to all other 
grassland-associated species. Prairie 
grouse are resident species that 
require relatively large home ranges 
to sustain their populations. Prairie grouse are popular and 
charismatic species with a history of supporting sport 
hunting, garnering conservation backing from a large 
segment of the public. For these reasons, prairie grouse are 
excellent flagship species for grasslands conservation. 

The approach used in developing a grassland plan for 
prairie grouse was to maintain and restore 

representation of the diversity of the native 
grassland ecosystems across the Great 

Plains of the U.S. and Canada. This 
representation was based on what 
occurred historically, with this histori-
cal condition characterized within 
definable landscapes occurring across 
the Great Plains. Within each specific 
landscape, the plan determined the 
types of grassland diversity that 

occurred historically, and then set 
desired amounts of each specific grass-

land ecosystem based on the needs of 
prairie grouse.

There is a strong scientific foundation for using a 
historical reference for defining ecosystem diversity. 

Prairie grouse, along with all of the other prairie flora and 
fauna, evolved with and adapted to the historical ecosystem 

diversity of the Great Plains and other areas. 
Providing representation of this ecosystem 
diversity is perhaps one of the only effective 
ways of providing for the habitat needs of 
not only prairie grouse, but also for other 
prairie-dependent species, many of which we 
know little about. 

Historical ecosystem diversity of the Great Plains was 
created by two primary factors: different ecological sites 

that allowed different plant and 
animal species to occur at that site, 
and disturbances that further influ-
enced the composition and structure 
of the plant community. Understand-
ing the types, distribution and 
dynamics of these ecosystems is fun-
damental to managing or restoring 
ecosystem diversity for prairie grouse 
habitat across the Great Plains.

The ecosystem diversity approach 
used in the plan is directed at 
maintaining or restoring functional 
prairie ecosystems that represent the 
full array of grass and shrub ecosys-
tems that occurred within the Great 
Plains in the U.S. and Canada. The 

goal is not to return to some historical point in time, but to 
use an historical reference to help guide restoration and 
maintenance of areas of high conservation value for prairie 
grouse and other grassland species.

N
or

th
 A

m
er

ic
an

 G
ro

us
e 

P
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

A Grass land  Conse rva t ion  P lan  fo r  
P ra i r i e  Grouse  i n  Nor th  Amer ica

(continued on next page...)

Sharp-tailed 
grouse

“ . . . prairie grouse 
are excellent flagship 

species for grasslands 
conservation.”
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Three primary historical disturbance regimes were identi-
fied for grassland ecosystem diversity across the Great 
Plains: climate, fire, and grazing. The normal Great Plains 
climatic pattern is cyclical between 
wet and dry periods that can cause 
changes in plant species composi-
tions and structures. Fire was a 
relatively common disturbance 
event prior to European settlement 
and as a result, most ecosystems 
exhibit a number of characteristics 
and strategies that are well suited 
to a fire-prone landscape. Grazing, 
particularly by bison, also contrib-
uted to shaping the grassland 
ecosystem diversity of the Great 
Plains.

The ecosystem diversity approach 
functions to identify conservation 
objectives. The historical reference 
is used to help set specific objec-
tives for amounts of different plant 
communities at the landscape 
level, and the desired compositions 
and processes for plant communi-
ties at the ecosystem level. The 
appropriate levels of ecosystem 
representation can be formed by 
the historical reference, but 
because the goal is not a return to 
historical conditions across the 
landscape, the desired 
amounts and distributions 
of desired ecosystem 
conditions must be 
evaluated with additional 
criteria. This is where 
prairie grouse, as flagship 
species, can help to set 
these desired amounts 
and distributions. 

The grassland plan 
focuses on providing 
sufficient amounts of 
functionally similar 
ecosystems to those that 
were present historically 
to provide the habitat 
needed to maintain 
sustainable and viable 
populations and desired 
population sizes of native 
species. Prairie grouse 
were therefore used to set 
these desired amounts 
and distributions since 
their needs encompass 

those of many other grassland species. Ecosystem 
representation based on the historical reference identifies 
an estimate of the threshold level to “represent” each 
ecological community that occurred under historical 

disturbance regimes at the 
landscape level. Requirements for 
representation at the ecosystem 
level, such as a maximum level of 
exotic species for representation 
areas, have not been addressed in 
the plan, but would be an 
additional component of local 
restoration projects. 

In this prairie grouse plan, an 
initial goal for ecosystem represen-
tation is maintaining or restoring 
from 10 to 20% of the historical 
conditions for all ecosystems, with 
the greatest focus on those areas 
that still have grouse populations 
as indicators of where functional 
grassland ecosystems may still 
occur. To achieve this goal, ap-
proximately 65 million acres across 
the Great Plains of the U.S. and 
Canada are needed. This plan 
identifies a number of specific 
needs, as well as general strategies 
and actions that will be needed to 
achieve this goal over time.

The Great Plains of the U.S. and 
Canada were not degraded to their 

current status quickly, and 
their restoration will likewise 
not occur quickly. However, 
with the significant risks that 
exist to the integrity of these 
ecosystems and to prairie 
grouse that depend on them, 
conservation actions should 
begin immediately to reverse 
the downward trends and 
losses that have and con-
tinue to occur.

If you are interested in more 
information, plase visit the 
North American Grouse 
Partnership website at  
www.grousepartners.org.
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(...continued from previous page)

“T o achieve this goal, 
approximately 65 million 

acres across the Great Plains of the 
U.S. and Canada are needed.”
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Lesser 
prairie- 

Chicken

range of the 
Sharp-tailed 

grouse

Want to learn more 
about prairie grouse? 

Join us at our Discovery 
Evening on Wednesday, 
March 2nd, with Rick 

Baydack (see page 
23 for details).
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An estimate of a breeding pair’s territo-
ry in mature habitat in Winnipeg was 
about 400 by 400 m (0.16 sq. km.).

The average dbh of 47 nest-trees was 
44 (17–95) cm. Deciduous nest-trees 
had a diameter of 60 (19–95) cm and 
conifers 28 (17–40) cm. From all 
nest-trees, the nearest tree had an 
average dbh of 38 (14–80) cm 
and was on average 7 (2–24) 
m away. The second nearest 
tree had an average dbh of 
40 (15–83) cm and aver-
aged 10 (2–31) m away.

From the nest-tree the 
nearest tree type was 
deciduous 61% of the time 
and coniferous 39% of the 
time. The second nearest 
tree type from the nest-
tree was deciduous 65% 
of the time and conifer-
ous 35% of the time. 
When the nest-tree was 
deciduous, the nearest 
tree was deciduous 84% 
of the time and the 
second nearest tree was deciduous 
92% of the time. Crows nesting in 
deciduous trees were generally among 
deciduous trees. When the nest-tree 
was coniferous, the nearest and second 
nearest trees were coniferous 72% and 
52% of the time respectively. Conifer-
ous nest-trees were in clusters of 
conifers or isolated from conifers. The 

nest-tree was on average 20 (0–90) m 
from the nearest building and aver-
aged 15 (1–68) m from the nearest 
road.

Crows are often seen feeding on 
invertebrates in open areas of lawn. 
This feeding habitat requirement may 
have been a factor in nest location. 
Nest-trees (53%) were in, beside, or 
within 150 m of a fairly large mowed 
grassy area such as a schoolyard, 
cemetery, park, or highway cloverleaf. 

Fifty-one percent of nest-trees were 
in the front or backyard of a 

private home where the sum 
of all the lawns in their 
territory was considerable.

Four unusual nesting 
occurrences were: (1) crows 
nested in a spruce (dbh 22 

cm) at the edge of the 
concrete sculptural 
garden on the fourth 
storey of the Winnipeg 
Art Gallery. I believe 
this is the first record of 
crows nesting in a tree 
on a rooftop (see photo 

to right). The spruce with 
the active nest and the 
adjacent spruce held 
old nests, indicating the 
pair used the two trees 

for at least a few years. However, in 
2009 the nest-trees were removed 
during a rooftop renovation. (2) An 
American Elm (dbh 85 cm) near the 
Centennial Library held three recently 
built nests at the end of 2009. (3) Each 
of two Siberian Elms held a successful 
nest which was about 5 m from and 
almost level with a glowing street light 

at night. (4) Two nests, one in a 
deciduous tree, the other in a conifer, 
were used successfully both years, 
presumably by the same crows. The 
two nests were again successful in 
2010. I believe this is the first record of 
nests being used successfully three 
years in a row.

No predation of a crow’s nest was 
observed nor did I witness crows 
destroying another bird’s nest. Three 
large crow nestlings in an American 
Elm nest died slowly over several days, 
possibly from West Nile virus.

Note: In early June, through binocu-
lars, I watched a crow about 20 m 
away walking and feeding on lawn in 
Assiniboine Park. It ate 12 dark 
caterpillars or canker worms in 30 
seconds. This is a remarkable level of 
free biological control from a well 
known but under appreciated bird.

Thanks to The Manitoba Museum for 
access to nest-record cards and to 
Richard Staniforth for his review.

Tom is currently writing and illustrating 
a book on the American Crow.

Very young altricial 
American Crow nestling.

prairie and parkland Marsh Monitoring program

The Prairie and Parkland Marsh Monitoring Program celebrated its 
inaugural year of volunteer participation with the 2010 survey effort. We 
want to extend our sincere gratitude to all those who dedicated their time 

and expertise to the program, as well as those landowners who allowed 
surveyors on their property! Efforts have begun to recruit individuals, both to 
annotate field recordings throughout the fall and winter and/or to participate as 
marsh bird surveyors in southwestern Manitoba during the 2011 field season. 
Interested people can email Katherine Brewster at prairieprograms@
birdscanada.org. Surveys involve recording wetland-associated birds that are 
detected at specific survey locations. The survey targets 10 focal species 
(including rails, bitterns, and grebes), but also other wetland-associated birds. 

To view volunteer opportunities with the Prairie and Parkland Marsh Monitoring 
Program, visit our website at www.bsc-eoc.org/volunteer/ppmmp/index.jspK
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Nesting in Winnipeg
(...continued from page 1)
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This trip was part of Nature Manitoba’s 2010 Outdoor 
Program. See pages 12 & 13 for trips offered to members.

In July of 2010, six paddlers [Jerry Ameis (leader), Dustin 
Ameis, Brian Wagg, Les McCann, Martin Zeilig, and 
Monica Reid] ventured forth into Woodland Caribou Park 

(WCP), the land of woodland caribou and the headwaters of 
the historic Bloodvein River. WCP is on the Ontario side of 
Manitoba’s Atikaki Wilderness Park. The 
launch point was Beresford Lake in 
Nopiming Park. ‘Nopiming’ comes from 
the Objibwe word ‘noopiming’, meaning 
‘in the woods/brush’, a term used to 
describe ‘coming off a lake and heading 
inland’. This meaning leads to the sense of ‘nopiming’ as 
‘entrance to the wilderness’.

Our first destination was about 20 kilometres away. We 
paddled down Beresford Creek and up the meandering 
Garner River, arriving at the west end of Garner Lake. The 
wind was blowing with great fervor from the west. We 
enjoyed the rush of surfing downwind along the north shore 
of Garner Lake until we had to head southeast across open 
water sprinkled with islands. As we island-hopped at an 
angle to the waves, an occasional wave broke over the stern 
of our canoes. The good news 
about this is that water provides 
ballast. The bad news is that the 
ballast shifts as the canoe sways 
in the waves. Squall rains added 
to the ballast.

Somewhat wet we hit the beach 
and our campsite at the southeast 
corner of Garner Lake, just into 
Ontario. There are many flat tent 
spots inland from the beach. 
Unfortunately, because there are 
no portages and no beaver dams 

between Beresford Lake and the 
beach, it has become a favourite 
place for weekend camping and 
fishing by motorboat folks. Some of 
them respect the wilderness; some 
do not. This means that a clean up 
of such things as broken beer 
bottles is sometimes needed. 
(There are other places to camp for 
a canoeist interested in a nature 
getaway, such as a nice island site 
about 400 metres offshore from 
where the Garner River flows into 
the lake.)

The next day the wind was still 
roaring from the west. The en-
trance to WCP is at a 300 m 
portage where the Garner River 
enters the lake. To reach the 
portage, we would have had to 
paddle about one kilometre north 
from our campsite. Paddling north 

meant running in the troughs of the waves, not a wise thing 
to do. So we stayed for another night at the beach.

The next day we left for WCP. We hung a cache near the 
portage, containing food and fuel for when we returned to 
the beach on our way back to Beresford. (It makes good 
sense not to carry supplies there and back again, when back 
is where they are needed!) The Garner River upstream from 

the lake is a marvelous small river with 
little meandering and numerous pictur-
esque rapids and falls. Water levels were 
very high, greatly increasing the speed of 
the current and the paddling energy 

needed to counter it. Nine portages later, the longest being 
825 m, we stopped for the night at a north-facing point in a 
pond lake.

Why the strange title for this article? It is courtesy of a 100 
m portage we did the next day. Monica and Martin had 
rented a rather long canoe because that is all there was 
available. Eighteen feet of canoe do not always cooperate in 
a narrow stream. A short distance upstream from the 
portage, the canoe became stuck at a bend in the river, 
wedged between rocks and held in place by the current. 
Sadly, no one in the other canoes could reach a camera to 

take a picture of our cursing, 
water-walking voyageurs as they 
struggled to extract themselves 
from their predicament.

Five portages later, we reached 
Haggart Lake, a large deep lake. 
We stayed two nights, exploring 
the southwest end. This is where 
Les found his rock – a vertical 
granite shelf splashed with a 
mosaic of lichen and moss 

T h i s  D * * *  c a n o e 
i s  T o o  l o n g ! ! !

(continued on page 23...)
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Les’ rock at 
Haggart Lake.

by Jerry Ameis

“Sadly, no one in the other 
canoes could reach a 

camera to take a picture...”

Jerry and dustin 
Ameis paddling in 

Haggart Lake.
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grey Hares trip to Spruce Woods 
September 28 to 30, 2010

Photos & text by Julia Schoen

Tuesday, September 28th was a beautiful, 
warm and sunny day for a group of us 

to hike the Spirit Sands trails. We ended 
up at the Devil’s Punch Bowl (see photo 

above-left). The backside shot of the 
four hikers below seems to suggest 
tough hombres in a western setting!
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To receive email updates for outdoor activities, please send a message to nmtriplist@mts.net

Birds Hill Park Ski
Sunday, January 2

Join Sean Worden for a ski at Birds Hill 
Park to start the New Year off right.
To register contact Sean at 781-0796 

or srworden@mts.net.   [Rate 2]

Grand Beach Ski
Saturday, January 8

Join Len Seguin to check out the 
Grand Beach trails in the winter and 
experience the sights and sounds of 
this favourite Manitoba destination.

To register contact Len at 269-5726 or 
lseguin9@mymts.net.   [Rate 2-3]

Seine River Hike
Sunday, January 9

Join Roger Sutherland for a hike in 
the vicinity of the Seine River. Part 

or all of the hike could be on river if 
conditions are deemed suitable.
To register call Roger Sutherland 

at 451-1219.   [Rate 1-2 ]

Sandilands Ski
Saturday, January 15

Join Brian Wagg for an enjoyable 
outing to Sandilands Provincial Forest. 

Ski through the peaceful forest and 
take in the natural beauty around 

you on this crisp winter’s day.  
Contact Brian at 663-8333.   [Rate 2-3.]

Snowshoe at Old Pinawa Dam 
Sunday, January 16

 Snowshoe tour of Old Pinawa Dam 
Provincial Heritage Park and Trans-Canada 
Trail. The Pinawa area has more than great 
cross-country skiing – it’s a snowshoe haven 

too! Join Barret Miller for an interpretive 
snowshoe walk around Old Pinawa Dam, 

and the section of the Trans-Canada 
Trail south of the Park. 1:30 to 4:00pm. 
Meet at Old Pinawa Dam and PR 520.

Email bmiller@fortwhyte.org, or call (204) 
612-3872 for more details and directions 
to the park from Winnipeg.   [Rate 1-2]

Ski Pinawa Trails
Saturday, January 22

Join Les McCann on a beautiful ski.
To register call Les 895-8108 or email 
lmcann2001@yahoo.com   [Rate 2-3]

Hike Red River Area
Sunday, January 23

Join Roger Sutherland for an 
approximately 3 hour hike in the vicinity of 
the Red River. Part or all of hike could be 
on river if conditions are deemed suitable.

To register call Roger Sutherland 
at 451-1219.   [Rate 1-2 ]

Ski Birds Hill Park
Saturday, January 29

Join Michael Sykes for a leisurely 
ski on the Birds Hill trails. Meet 
at 10am at the riding stables.

To register call Michael 204-482-6754 or 
email michaelsykes@shaw.ca.   [Rate 1-2]

Snowshoe Birds Hill Park
Saturday, January 29   

Join Barret Miller for a snowshoe tour 
at Birds Hill Provincial Park, Cedar 

Bog Trail area. 1:30 to 4:00pm.
Email bmiller@fortwhyte.org, or call (204) 

612-3872 for more details.   [Rate 1-2]

James Lake Cabin Ski
February 4 to 6 

Relax and ski around the James Lake 
cabin at Turtle Mountain. Stay in a rustic 
cabin overnight and enjoy the company 

of other outdoor lovers. Maximum 
enrolment is 8 people, so call early! 
For more information or to register 

call Denise 889-2297 or email 
deniselev2@hotmail.com.

Assiniboine River Area Hike
Sunday, February 6

Join Roger Sutherland for an 
approximately 3 hour hike in the 

vicinity of the Assiniboine River. Part 
or all of hike could be on river if 
conditions are deemed suitable.
To register call Roger Sutherland 

at 451-1219.   [Rate 1-2 ]

Grand Beach Ski 
Saturday, February 12

Join Jerry Zaste and Lesley Andrews 
for a ski on the Grand Beach trails. 

Bring a lunch and something warm to 
drink at one of the warm-up shelters.

To register call 888-2442 or email 
jerryzaste@mts.net   [Rate 2-3]

Pumpkin Creek Ski 
Sunday, February 13

Join us for the annual Pumpkin Creek Ski 
Club Mystery Tour, on trails ranging in 

length from 1.5 km to 20 km near Roseisle.
For more information call Brian or 

Diane at 204-435-2217.   [Rate 2-3]

Louis Riel Ski to Mantario 
February 18 to 21

Join Christine Mazur for a 4 day trip to 
the Mantario Cabin to celebrate Louis 
Riel Day. Participants must be able to 
ski at least 22 km within 6.5 hours 
and carry a 25 lb backpack or tow a 

toboggan with supplies. Be prepared to 
ski in extremely cold conditions and bring 

appropriate gear for the backcountry.
To register call Christine at 293-4192 or 

email mazur.christine@gmail.com [Rate 5]

Grand Beach Ski
Saturday, February 19

Join Len Seguin for a ski on the Grand 
Beach trails. Check out the hoarfrost on 

the trees and enjoy clean, crisp winter air 
on the Louis Riel holiday long weekend.

To register contact Len at 269-5726 or 
lseguin9@mymts.net.   [Rate 2-3]

 
Ski Pinawa Trails

Saturday, February 26
Join Les McCann on a beautiful ski.

To register contact Les at 895-8108 or email 
lmcann2001@yahoo.com   [Rate 2-3]

Ski to Mantario Cabin
February 26 to 28

Join Ken Hirose for a ski trip to 
Mantario. Participants should be 
able to ski at least 30km in a day.

To register call Ken at 275-8365 or email 
klhirose@hotmail.com.   [Rate 5]

great Bird Search 
The next Great Bird Search will 
be held on May 28, 2011. More 
information will be in the next 

issue of Nature Manitoba News.
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gENErAL rAtiNg 
guidELiNES AppLiCABLE 

tO ALL ACtiVitiES 
rate 1 Novice:  Typically 2 to 3 hours 

duration. Little or no experience required. 
Easy terrain. Limited physical fitness 

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

rate 2 intermediate:  Typically 4-6 hours 
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable. Some steep or difficult terrain. 

Moderate physical fitness required. 
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

rate 3 Advanced:  Typically full day trip. 
Previous experience, significant skill and 

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult terrain. Sustained strenuous activity 

required. Weather not normally severe. 

rate 4 Advanced:  Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 

equipment and skills. Effects of inclement 
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

rate 5 Advanced:  Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Possible severe 

weather conditions - wind, cold rain, sleet 
- may halt trip and demand use of skilled 
survival techniques or make accidents 

or physical injuries life threatening.  
Aid or rescue is difficult to obtain. 

pLEASE NOtE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot 
be reached, call the office at 943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca   

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

(Wednesdays)

January 5
Ski Birds Hill Park trails,  

lunch at Birds Hill townsite.
Brian Wagg 663-8333.   [Rate 2-3]

January 12
Ski Shannondale trails.

Bryon Burvill 233-7904.   [Rate 2-3]

January 19 to 20
Ski Turtle Mountain trails.  

Book by January 5.
Doris Orchyk 837-6166.   [Rate 2-3]

January 26
Ski Beaudry Park trails. 

Marilyn Hearn 895-4659.   [Rate 2-3]

February 2
Ski Birch or Pumpkin Creek trails.
Ted Harvey 889-5725.   [Rate 3]

February 8 to 10
Ski Pinawa trails, stay at the 

Wilderness Edge Resort. We need 20 
people for facility to provide meals 

(affordable). Book by Jan 12.
Doug Belcher 334-2108.   [Rate 1-4]

February 16
Ski Birds Hill Park trails,  

lunch at Birds Hill townsite.
Brian Wagg 663-8333.   [Rate 2-3]

February 23
Ski Bittersweet trails.

Marilyn Hearn 895-4659.   [Rate 2-3]

On August 21, Al 
Ross led a Nature 
Manitoba trip to the 
Whiteshell. Al is a 
wealth of informa-
tion about photogra-
phy, a very complex 
hobby if you want to 
do it right.

During the trip, I 
caught this amusing 
moment. Don’t you 
just wonder some-
times what critters 

are thinking? Here, 
you can just hear the 

pelican on the left 
thinking ‘Nice 

plumage’. 

(Photos and text 
by Les McCann)

Whiteshell  
photo Safari

thank You to Mountain Equipment Co-op!
Nature Manitoba would like to express its appreciation to Mountain 

Equipment Co-op for the support it has extended to two of our programs, 
the Discovery Evenings and Mantario. MEC is providing gift certificates 

as tokens of appreciation to all our presenters for this season’s Discovery 
Evenings. For Mantario, we received a guide tarp and a portable water filter, 
two essential pieces of equipment for our summer program. Thank you MEC!
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by Gordon Grieef

The 2010 fall hawk watch took place on September 12 
with a record eleven groups participating. The hawk 
watch was originally scheduled for September 11 but 

inclement weather caused the postponement. A couple of 
groups were unable to take part on the 12th so they pro-
ceeded on the 11th and had reasonably good weather. The 
early morning temperature of 8°C rose to as high as 19°C by 
mid afternoon in areas north of Winnipeg and away from 
the lakes. However, some areas reported cloudy skies with 
intermittent showers and temperatures steady near 11°C.  
Strong westerly winds gusting as high as 60 kph definitely 
affected hawk sightings. In some areas this was detrimental 
but along the west side of Lake Winnipeg it provided an 
excellent hawk migration.

This year, 11 species of hawks were seen, which is two 
under the average over the 32 years that a fall hawk watch 
has taken place. The total count of 1610 hawks was almost 
triple the long-term average of 550 hawks (excluding the 
phenomenal count of 4,786 birds seen in 2003). Turkey 
Vulture numbers were at their second highest count ever 
and more than double their long-term average of 109 birds. 
The 85 Bald Eagles seen this year is the highest count ever 
and is almost five times the long-term average. Northern 
Harrier numbers rebounded slightly this year but are still 
below their long-term average. Sharp-shinned Hawks were 
seen in exceptional numbers along the west shore of Lake 
Winnipeg, resulting in a record count of 516 birds compared 
to the long-term average of 46 birds. Broad-winged Hawk 
numbers along the west side of Lake Winnipeg also benefit-
ted from the strong west winds, with a total of 329 birds 
counted as compared to the average of 138 birds. Red-tailed 
Hawks numbers were up this year to a point slightly above 
their long-term average. American Kestrel numbers re-

bounded to their highest 
number in the last 7 years and are now close 
to their 32 year average. The counts of all 
other raptor species were generally in line 
with their long-term averages.

Over the course of the day the eleven groups 
tallied 146 species, including the 11 species of 

hawks. This is well below the long-term average of 155 
species over the 25 years that I have been keeping track of 
all species seen. No new species were added to the com-
bined list for the 25 years and it remains at 255 species.

The following is a brief description of the areas covered, the 
participants and some of their more interesting sightings.

AREA 1 – Cal Cuthbert and 12 members of the Brandon 
Naturalists Society spent the day along the east side of the 
Assiniboine River Valley just northeast of Virden. This is the 
first time a count has been done in this area. They saw over 
1,000 Sandhill Cranes and 66 Blue Jays.

AREA 2 – Liis Veelma and Jo Swartz visited Carman, 
Morden, the Pembina River valley near Windygates and 
Manitou. Liis reported that the Pembina River Valley was 
very quiet – a sharp contrast to the spring hawk migration.  
Their day’s count was 62 species.

AREA 3 – The area south and west of Portage la Prairie on 
both sides of the Assiniboine River was covered by Dan 
Stirling, Linda Pearn, Cathy Dewar and Katharine Schultz.  
Dan reports that they quit counting Canada Geese when 
they reached 4,000 birds. They did not keep a list of all 
species seen during the day.

AREA 4 – The Lynch Point to Delta area was covered by 
Garry Budyk and John Weier. They had the only Northern 
Pintail, Clark’s Grebe, Black Tern, Horned Lark, Bank 
Swallow, Cliff Swallow and Yellow Warbler reported by any 
of the groups. They also saw thousands of both Ring-billed 
and Herring Gulls as well as over 300 Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds. Their total for the day was 99 species.

AREA 5 – Marlene Waldron, Ward Christianson, Larry De 
March and Brad Carey covered the Shoal Lakes and St. 
Ambroise areas. They saw 26 Great Egrets at the Shoal 
Lakes and over 100 Northern Flickers during the day. They 
had the only American Bittern, Ruby-throated Humming-
bird, Great-crested Flycatcher, Bay-breasted Warbler and 
Fox Sparrow recorded by any of the groups. Their total for 
the day was 87 species.

Red-tailed 
Hawk
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Turkey Vulture 20 1 3 22 12 12 128 59 257
Osprey 4 2 6
Bald Eagle 7 4 14 2 11 9 6 22 10 85
Northern Harrier 9 11 14 8 4 15 1 10 6 78
Sharp-shinned Hawk 10 10 1 2 65 419 1 4 4 516
Cooper's Hawk 7 2 3 7 7 26
Broad-winged Hawk 2 1 127 199 329
Swainson's Hawk 18 3 1 1 3 1 27
Red-tailed Hawk 27 19 14 7 16 7 24 32 1 4 6 157
American Kestrel 9 1 5 2 11 8 9 35 19 14 113
Merlin 1 2 1 2 2 2 10
Accipiter sp. 5 1 6
total Species 10 6 6 8 6 7 9 8 6 7 6 11
total individuals 105 35 34 43 51 29 281 720 23 189 100 1610

2010 FALL HAWK WAtCH  RESULTS

AREA 6 – Ken Gardner covered the Grosse Isle and Grant’s 
Lake area and along the east side of East and North Shoal 
Lakes and as far north as Inwood. Ken saw over 2,200 
Red-winged Blackbirds and 1,800 Brewer’s Blackbirds. He 
was the only person to see a Rose-breasted Grosbeak or a 
Rusty Blackbird. His day’s count was 71 species.

AREA 7 – Oak Hammock Marsh and the west shore of Lake 
Winnipeg from Matlock to Riverton were covered by myself 
and Andy Courcelles. We saw the only American Black 
Duck, Solitary Sandpiper, Common Nighthawk and Brown 
Creeper recorded by any of the groups. Our total count for 
the day was 80 species.

AREA 8 – Mike Quigley, Bonnie Chartier, Charlie MacPher-
son and Patti Sullivan spent the day watching hawks at a 
soccer field in Whytewold. They had the highest individual 
count of Sharp-shinned Hawks ever recorded in the 32 
years that a hawk watch has been conducted. In addition, 
they had the second highest count of Broad-winged Hawks.  
Among this years participants, they had the highest counts 
of both Red-tailed Hawks and American Kestrels. They did 
not keep a list of all species seen during the day.

AREA 9 – Birds Hill Park, Gull Lake and Patricia, Grand 
and Victoria Beaches were visited by Nella Schmidt, James 
Whitelaw and Tiffany Flye. They had the only Red-necked 

Grebe recorded by any of the groups and they managed to 
locate 6 Ospreys. Their day’s count was 49 species.

AREA 10 – The Beausejour, Alegra, Brightstone, Lac du 
Bonnet, St. Georges, Pine Falls and Stead areas were the 
territory of Rudolf Koes, Peter Taylor, Jerry Weshnoweski 
and Reto Zach. As in past years, they had the highest counts 
of Turkey Vultures and Bald Eagles of any of the groups. 
They saw the only Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Least Fly-
catcher, Gray-cheeked Thrush, American Pipit and Ovenbird 
recorded by any of the groups. They also had the dubious 
distinction of seeing over 1,500 American Crows. During 
the course of the day they tallied 80 species.

AREA 11 – The area from Winnipeg and Ile des Chenes 
east to Dugald and Elma was covered by Ryan Porteous, Al 
Mickey and Ron Austin. They had the only Willet, Baird’s 
Sandpiper and Tree Swallow recorded by any of the groups.  
Their day’s total was 43 species.

The “regular” table of sightings beginning on the following 
page covers the period from mid-September to the end of 
November.

If you have some unusual winter bird sightings be sure to send 
them to me at 31 Kara Cove, Winnipeg, R2N 3C2. You can 
also e-mail your sightings to me at ggrieef@mts.net.
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“ . . . Unlike most mammals, humans are diurnal and in common with birds use mainly visual and auditory 
communication. Therefore, we can detect the songs and bright colors that birds use to communicate 
with each other. This may explain why bird-watching is so popular. If humans had the well-developed 

olfactory abilities of most mammals and could detect their rich world of chemical cues, mammal-sniffing 
might be as popular as bird-watching.”

From Chapter 51, Behavioral Biology. Biology. 6th edition. 2002. Neil A. Campbell and Jane B. Reece. (1st year 
University Biology textbook) – Sent to us by Richard Staniforth.

two Canada geese 
approaching the 

pond at St.Vital park 
in early October.

Species #’s Date Location Observers
Snow Goose 200,000+ Oct 17 10 Whitewater Lake C. Cuthbert, Brandon Naturalists

Ross's Goose 2 Sep 20 10 Lac du Bonnet P. Taylor

Brant 17 Oct 12 10 Churchill B. Chartier

Wood Duck 1 Nov 13 10 Winnipeg R. Mooi

Long-tailed Duck 1 Oct 30 10 Grand Beach P. Taylor

Long-tailed Duck 1 Nov 1 10 Oak Hammock Marsh R. Koes

Common Goldeneye 50 Nov 21 10 Riding Mountain N.P. K. Kingdon

Ruddy Duck 1 Nov 15 10 Neepawa R. Demey

Common Loon 148 Oct 3 10 Simonhouse Lake D. Raitt

American White Pelican 1 Nov 15 10 Neepawa R. Demey

Great Egret 4 Oct 10 10 Boissevain area R. Koes, Nature Manitoba outing

Great Egret 1 Oct 17 10 Whitewater Lake C. Cuthbert, Brandon Naturalists

Great Egret 1 Nov 7 10 La Broquerie H. Plett

Cattle Egret 70 Oct 10 10 Whitewater Lake area R. Koes, Nature Manitoba outing

Cattle Egret 6 Oct 17 10 Whitewater Lake C. Cuthbert, Brandon Naturalists

White-faced Ibis 2 Oct 17 10 Whitewater Lake C. Cuthbert, Brandon Naturalists

Bald Eagle 60 Nov 7 10 Kleefeld H. Lane

Sharp-shinned Hawk 1000+ Oct 6 10 Whytewold / Matlock area G. Budyk, D. Dodgson, C. McPherson

Swainson's Hawk 1 Oct 1 10 Winnipeg G. Budyk

Golden Eagle 1 Sep 30 10 Windygates G. Budyk, D. Dodgson

Golden Eagle 1 Oct 7 10 Oak Hammock Marsh R. Clarke, R. Austin, L. Jansson

Golden Eagle 1 Nov 9 10 Riding Mountain N.P. C. Artuso

American Golden-Plover 58 Nov 1 10 Oak Hammock Marsh R. Koes

D
ennis S

w
ayze
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
Killdeer 1 Nov 12 10 The Pas J. Kayer

American Avocet 125 Oct 17 10 Whitewater Lake C. Cuthbert, Brandon Naturalists

Greater Yellowlegs 1 Nov 11 10 Seal River Lodge D. Fast

Hudsonian Godwit 4 Oct 9 10 Oak Hammock Marsh G. Grieef

Hudsonian Godwit 1 Sep 26 10 Delta L. Veelma, R. Parsons

Purple Sandpiper 45 Oct 28 10 Churchill (Gordon Point) G. LeBaron

Long-billed Dowitcher 800+ Oct 17 10 Whitewater Lake C. Cuthbert, Brandon Naturalists

Long-billed Dowitcher 3 Nov 1 10 Oak Hammock Marsh R. Koes

Wilson's Snipe 1 Nov 8 10 Grant's Lake K. Gardner

Sabine's Gull 1 Oct 17 10 Buffalo Point V. Reimer, L. Giesbrecht

Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 Oct 21 10 Hecla Island B. Shettler

Glaucous Gull 1 Nov 13 10 Seal River Lodge D. Fast

Glaucous Gull 1 Nov 16 10 Churchill (Gordon Point) C. Brokvist

Eurasian Collared-Dove 1 Nov 2 10 Brandon V. Hink

White-winged Dove 1 Nov 11 - 17 Great Falls H. & P. Softley, m.obs.

Common Nighthawk 2 Sep 18 10 Kleefeld D. Fast

Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Nov 24 10 Winnipeg L. Jansson

Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Nov 11 10 St. Francois Xavier M. Tumbler

Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Nov 15 10 Lyleton J. & J. Murray

Northern Flicker 1 Nov 24 10 Winnipeg D. Goodman

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 1 Sep 14 10 Patricia Beach G. Budyk, D. Dodgson

Eastern Kingbird 1 Oct 3 10 St. Ambroise area G. Budyk, NM outing

Red-eyed Vireo 1 Sep 24 10 Whytewold C. McPherson

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 Nov 2 10 Winnipeg G. Budyk

Townsend's Solitaire 1 Oct 6 10 Riding Mountain N.P. A. Aug

Townsend's Solitaire 1 Nov 10 10 Winnipeg R. Parsons, K. Krahn

Varied Thrush 1 Oct 3 10 Delta G. Budyk, NM outing

Northern Mockingbird 1 Nov 8 10 Albert Beach R. Parsons, L. Veelma

Brown Thrasher 1 Nov 23 10 Portage la Prairie C. Braden

Curve-billed Thrasher 1 Sep 25-Nov 14 Big Whiteshell Lake D. Barry, m.obs

Northern Parula 1 Sep 25 10 Winnipeg R. Austin, S. Oikawa

Yellow Warbler 1 Sep 20 10 Pinawa P. Taylor

Chestnut-sided Warbler 1 Sep 25 10 Winnipeg R. Austin, S. Oikawa

Cape May Warbler 1 Nov 15 10 Pierson area R. Wang

Black-throated Blue Warbler 1 Sep 24 10 Winnipeg R. Austin

Black-throated Green Warbler 1 Sep 20 10 Pinawa P. Taylor
Blackburnian Warbler 1 Sep 16 10 Winnipeg G. Budyk, D. Dodgson
Yellow-throated Warbler 1 Oct 19 10 Ste. Anne V. Jakubek
American Redstart 1 Oct 17 10 Kleefeld D. Fast
Canada Warbler 1 Sep 24 10 Whytewold C. McPherson
Scarlet Tanager 1 Sep 16 10 Pinawa A. Drabyk
Scarlet Tanager 1 Nov 8 10 Victoria Beach R. Parsons, L. Veelma
Western Tanager 1 Sep 1 10 Winnipeg L. Jansson, D. Stirling, S. Oikawa
Chipping Sparrow 1 Oct 1 10 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Field Sparrow 1 Oct 17 10 Buffalo Point V. Reimer, L. Giesbrecht
Fox Sparrow 1 Nov 19 10 Gimli B. Chartier
Song Sparrow 1 Nov 1 10 Ste. Anne V. Reimer
Swamp Sparrow 1 Oct 29 10 Starbuck C. Penner
White-crowned Sparrow 1 Nov 2 10 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 1 Nov 28 10 Winnipeg D. Dutchin
Red-winged Blackbird 1 Nov 30 10 Starbuck C. Penner
Rusty Blackbird 1 Nov 16 10 Churchill E. Rock
Rusty Blackbird 1 Nov 18 10 Winnipeg B. Buhler
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In early November, the Manitoba 
Breeding Bird Atlas website was 
updated with species distribution 

maps, based on data compiled from the 
2010 atlassing season. These maps are not 

only providing an interesting preliminary look at 
detailed range maps for birds in Manitoba, but 

also the progress of the 5-year atlas project.

A sample species map (for the American Robin) has 
been reproduced here. (Ed. note: these maps are much 

easier to read in colour, so visit the website below to see 
the full colour version.) The shading of each of the 10 x 10 
km squares indicates whether breeding for that species is 
possible, probable or has been confirmed for that square, 
based on observed evidence, or whether the species has 
not yet been observed in that square. To peruse these 
maps for the 269 species that have been recorded so far, 
visit www.birdatlas.mb.ca. Go to “Data and Maps”, click 
on “Bird Maps”, and then choose the species whose map 
you wish to view. The maps will be regularly updated as 
new data comes in over the summer of 2011. 

(continued at bottom of next page...)

American robin  
Merle d’Amérique

Turdus migratorius

www.birdatlas.mb.ca

AMEriCAN rOBiN
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reconfigured to a solid, continuous 
edge, repairing the unstable turret-like 
damaged areas.

As usual, the first spring migrants in 
2010 entered the Church chimney. 
There was no indication that the 
Chimney Swift’s activity was negatively 
impacted by the refurbishment. 
Indeed, a helper bird was assisting the 
breeding adult pair with nest building 
and feeding duties that culminated in 
fledging day on July 28. As in years 
past, local birds assembled at the 
Church by mid-August and migrants 
then joined the roosting group before 
they left for their wintering grounds in 
the Amazon.

“I hear them –  
THEY’RE BACK!”
One day near mid-May, Suzanne 
Leclerc steps out of her home in St. 
Adolphe to hear a distinctive chittering 
noise overhead. Looking up, she 
catches sight of an agile bird darting 
about the tree tops. Recognizing the 
characteristic taper of the long wings, 
which extend well past the stubby tail, 
Suzanne welcomes the Chimney Swift 
to town.

Four successive generations of the 
Leclerc family have lived in their 
2-storey home since it was built in 
1918. Chimney Swifts also share this 
residence and have been observed 
using the old, brick chimney each year 
since 2007. It is difficult to estimate 
how many generations of Chimney 
swifts have nested in the Leclerc 
chimney, but now we are certain that 
the chimney will be suitable habitat for 
many future breeding attempts.

Refurbishment of the Leclerc chimney 
was done by mason Bill Anderson in 
early May 2010 as part of the MCSI 
habitat restoration program. Before 
these repairs, crumbling mortar was 
raining down the chimney, creating an 
unstable environment for the twig 

nests which are glued to interior 
surfaces with the adult’s sticky saliva. 
The stack of bricks near the rim had 
been banded to keep the chimney from 
toppling. The Leclerc chimney was 
rebuilt above the roofline to its original 
configuration. On May 21, a pair of 
newly arrived Chimney Swifts entered 
the Leclerc’s chimney. Subsequent 
behavioural observations determined 
that the birds accepted the 
refurbishment and another nesting 
season was underway.

WANTED: Old, Brick 
Chimneys
The significant decline of Chimney 
Swift populations is linked to habitat 
loss. While the St. Adolphe population 
is now protected due to these habitat 
restoration initiatives, Chimney Swifts 
elsewhere in the province would 
benefit from similar action. As ageing 
buildings are repaired and converted 
to modern heating systems, chimneys 
are becoming unavailable to the birds 
at a rapid rate. MCSI would like to 
locate other candidate chimneys for 
refurbishment. If you are aware of any 
Chimney Swift-friendly nest or roost 
sites which require repair or reopen-
ing, contact Frank Machovec, MCSI 
Coordinator at: MBchimneyswift@
gmail.com or through the Nature 
Manitoba office. Visit the MCSI website 
for more information: http://www.
naturemanitoba.ca/CHSW.html.

Barb Stewart is a member of the 
Manitoba Chimney Swift Steering 
Committee.
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The Leclerc residence, a.k.a. 
“Main Street Chimney”.

Historic st.  AdolpHe: 

Chimney Swift 
Nest ing Capital  

of  Manitoba
(...continued from page 5)

(...continued from previous page)

These maps also represent the 
amount of work that went into the 
atlas this spring and summer – over 
4500 hours of atlassing was complet-
ed by 467 volunteers in 1091 squares. 
But the blank space on this map rep-
resents the almost 6000 squares that 
have not yet been covered – a lot of 
work remains to be done in the next 
four years! The challenges of atlass-
ing in central and northern Manitoba 
are obvious, with initial efforts largely 
restricted to squares along highways 
and in the Churchill area. In 2011, the 
Atlas will make a concerted effort to 

get good coverage of parts of central 
and northern Manitoba without road 
access.

Wilderness Atlassing 
Anyone?

The Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas 
project is currently seeking in-kind as-
sistance from lodges and outfitters 
and various other organizations to 
help us plan a series of atlassing ex-
peditions, some fly-in, some boat-ac-
cess, in the summer of 2011. If you 
have birding experience as well as 
wilderness or canoe-camping experi-
ence and might enjoy a remote at-

lassing expedition, please contact 
Bonnie Chartier at 945-7758 or toll-
free at 1-800-214-6497 (ask to be put 
through to the Breeding Bird Atlas). If 
you have contacts in the north, or a 
canoe you could lend us, or if you 
think you might be able to help us 
access remote parts of Manitoba, 
please get in touch! We now have 
several “Song Meters” with powerful 
recording equipment so we can even 
send these with less experienced 
birders who travel into wilderness 
areas to make recordings (we tran-
scribe the data later). In 2011, the big 
challenge begins!
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lesser-Known Rare and endangered 
animal species of Manitoba

Instructor: Bill Watkins,  
Zoologist with Manitoba Conservation

Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2011

Not all of Manitoba’s rare or endangered species are large and 
charismatic. Some are tiny and secretive, some are drab and 

some pose unique challenges for inventory and monitoring. All 
are important components of the province’s biodiversity and 
merit our attention. This workshop will look at a few of these 
species, from mole salamanders to freshwater clams, from prairie 
skippers to prairie crayfish. Participants will learn where these 
species are found, how to identify them and how to help in their 
conservation.

not Knowing Your limits: 
exploring species on the  

edge of their Range
Instructor: Randy Mooi,  

Curator of Zoology at the Manitoba Museum

Date: Tuesday, February 8, 2011

Manitoba is the northern and western limit for many species 
as southern and eastern faunal elements hit their ecological 

limits against the boreal forest and prairies. We will focus on the 
surprising recent discoveries of some species of amphibians in 
the Interlake and beyond, as well as the clash between American 
and Canadian toads taking place in the province.

You will be given an introduction to the trials and tribulations of 
amphibian surveying in the hinterland, along with some of the 
biological questions surrounding species range limits. Such 
questions are especially relevant given the specter of global 
climate change. Time permitting, a brief introduction to the 
Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas (see page 18) will be provided along 
with some of the first-year highlights of this five-year project, with 
particular examples pertinent to bird range limits.

Birds of the andes
Instructor: Christian Artuso,  

Nature Manitoba Birder

Date: Tuesday, February 15,  2011

Home to a variety of habitats and the highest biodiversity on 
the planet, the Andean region of northern South America is a 

birdwatcher’s paradise. This talk showcases some of the mega-
diversity of Peru and Colombia, both with over 1800 species of 
birds – triple the number of species found in Canada in less than 
one-eighth of the area. We will discuss what makes this region so 
rich in birdlife and how it is possible that one country could have 
over 100 species from a single family (ie: hummingbirds, flycatch-
ers and tanagers, along with other one-of-a-kinders).

From the spectacularly gaudy to the almost unidentifiable, from 
the large and raucous to the tiny and secretive, from the familiar 
to the “what was evolution thinking?”, this avifauna is sure to 
make you appreciate our beautiful planet!

N A T u R e  M A N I T o B A ’ S  

WoRKshop seRies 2011 
f r o m  F e b r u a r y  1 s t  u n t i l  M a y  3 r d

Pre-regIstratIon required! Contact the Nature 
Manitoba office at 943-9029 or naturemanitoba@mts.net.

regIster earLY to aVoID DIsaPPoIntMent.  
Class sizes are limited to 28 (we no longer have  

access to a larger room at Kelvin to accommodate  
workshops with enrolments larger than 28)

If you are unable to attend, please CanCeL by calling 
the office so others may benefit from the vacancy.

We ask for your understanding and suggest that you sign 
up for onLY tHree WorKsHoPs. If you are interested 

in more than three workshops, you are welcome to call 
the office one week prior to any additional workshops. 
If there are any vacancies, you will be able to register.

Fee: $5 for Nature Manitoba members, $10 
for non-members (students: $3 for members, 
$5 for non-members). Workshops are open to 
children over 10, accompanied by a parent.

tIMe: 7:30pm

LoCatIon: KELVIN HIGH SCHOOL (Room 31),  
Stafford Street at Academy Road, with the  

exception of “Identifying Minerals and Rocks 
on your Walks” which will be held at the university 

of Winnipeg. Parking at Kelvin is available in the 
lot behind the school, by the west entrance.

Workshop Co-ordinator: Julia Schoen
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natural Medicine  
from the garden

Instructor: Dawn Kitching

Date: Tuesday, February 22, 2011

It is important for us to derive real medi-
cine and nourishment from the food and 

plants that we eat. Many herbs, plants, 
fruits and veggies etc. have medicinal 
qualities. Some tell us that in their given 
names. We will have some fun discussing 
over 30 plants that have medicinal value.

Manitoba Trees in Winter
Instructor: Richard Staniforth, 
Retired Professor of Botany at 

University of Winnipeg

Date: Tuesday, March 1, 2011

A workshop to sort out the differences 
between Manitoba tree species in the 

winter. Specimens are provided, but you 
are welcome to bring your own twigs, too. 
We will include all of the native species of 
conifer and hardwood trees, and also 
some of the more common planted 
exotics, as time permits. Regrettably, 
Manitoba shrubs are too numerous to 
include in this workshop.

Migrating hawks
Instructor: Ward Christianson, 

Nature Manitoba Birder

Date: Tuesday, March 15, 2011

Join Ward in this multi-media workshop 
on the basics of raptor identification. 

Learn about where and when to look for 
hawks in migration and what to look for 
when you attempt to identify them. Your 
enjoyment of these majestic birds can 
begin here. In the field, participants will 
practise identifying hawks from some of 
the best viewing sites in Manitoba.

Reptiles of Manitoba
Instructor: Dr. Bill Preston,  
Retired Curator of Reptiles,  
Amphibians and Fishes at  

the Manitoba Museum

Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2011

This workshop will be a powerpoint pre-
sentation on the reptiles of Manitoba, 

with emphasis on snakes. Some of the 
snake families and their adaptations will 
be covered. Many of the snake photos 
were taken in zoos and other live collec-
tions, as well as in nature.

identifying Minerals and 
Rocks on your Walks

Instructor: Kim Monson,  
Geography Department at  

University of Winnipeg

Date: Tuesday, April 5, 2011

note CHange oF VenUe:  
Room 5L22, 5th floor of Lockhart 

Hall, university of Winnipeg,  
480 Ellice Ave.

ever look down when you’re out walking 
and wonder, “What is that rock, where 

did it come from, how did it get there???” 
If you have, this workshop is for you. With 
the aid of rock and mineral specimens, 
maps and test kits, you will learn how to 
identify many of Manitoba’s common 
rocks and minerals. Bring your favourite 
rock or mineral along and figure out what 
it is... or what it isn’t!

organic lawn care
Instructor: Anne Lindsey,  

Executive Director at  
Manitoba Eco-Network

Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2011

How can you maintain a beautiful green 
space around your home without re-

sorting to chemical pesticides for weed 
control? This workshop is an overview of 
the principles and practice of organic lawn 
and garden care, with tips and resources 
for a healthy lawn, as well as ideas for al-
ternatives to lawns. We will also discuss 
why more and more communities are 
moving to phase out cosmetic pesticides.

Universe on a  
grand scale

Instructor: Jennifer West,  
Astronomy Instructor at  
University of Manitoba

Date: Tuesday, April 19, 2011

In this workshop, I will present an over-
view of the kinds of objects that make up 

our universe: asteroids, planets, stars, 
galaxies and beyond. I will also try to give 
participants a sense of the enormous dis-
tances involved. The scale of our universe 
is truly mind-boggling!

Morels and other Fungi
Instructor: Dr. David Punter,  
Retired Professor of Botany at  

University of Manitoba

Date: Tuesday, April 26, 2011

Morels are the mushrooms that appear 
in the spring while most other fungi 

can be found in late August and Septem-
ber. Participants in this workshop will 
begin learning to identify mushrooms in 
time for the morel season. A field trip will 
be offered in the late summer.

Birding by ear
Instructor: Brad Carey,  
Nature Manitoba Birder

Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Come and experience some of the 
more common sights and sounds of 

our returning “feathered friends”. We will 
view pictures taken from birding software 
programs, listen to tapes and discuss 
ways to identify birds in the field.

Want to dig deep into the 
wonders of nature under 

the guidance of an expert? 
Then Nature Manitoba 
workshops are for you!

Mushroom field trip in  
Sept. with dr. david punter

Julia S
choen
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Nature Manitoba’s Discovery Evenings are held 
at Le Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain, 

340 Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface.

All programs will be held in Salle Antoine-
Gaborieau (on the second floor) except for 
Jan. 10 (Texas Wild), which will be held in the 

main floor theatre, Salle Pauline Boutal.

Programs start at 7:30 pm except for the 
March 21st AGM which starts at 7 pm. 

Admission is $2.00 for members and $3.00 for 
non-members. Members must show a valid Nature 
Manitoba membership card to get the reduced rate. 

For more information, call the Nature Manitoba office 
at 943-9029 or email naturemanitoba@mts.net

Discovery
Evenings

2010 - 2011

Monday, January 10th, 2011

TEXAS WILD:  
Wildlife on Texas Ranches

Dennis Fast 
(Wildlife photographer,  

past-president of the MNS, 1980-81)

LOCATION:  
Salle Pauline Boutal on MAIN floor

In April 2010 Dennis Fast participated in 
the bi-annual Images for Conservation 
Fund Pro-Tour competition to help 

promote the conservation of wildlife 
habitat on private lands in Texas. Twenty 
photographers from 5 countries were 
invited to spend a month on separate 
ranches attempting to photograph as much 
of the wildlife on each ranch as possible. 
The resulting images will then be used to 
produce a coffee-table book designed to 
showcase the beauty and variety of Texas 
wildlife. Dennis will share his experiences 
and photos from the two competitions in 
which he has participated. He promises you 
won’t want to miss the flowers, snakes, 
animals and insects (but no polar bears) 
that constitute the abundant diversity of 
southern Texas. He might even throw in a 
few bird photos!

Monday, January 24th, 2011

Effects of Climate Change 
on Contaminants in 
Arctic Ecosystems

Dr. Gary Stern 
(DFO Research Chair, Centre 

for Earth Observation Science, 
University of Manitoba)

Dr. Gary Stern is a senior research 
scientist with the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans (Freshwater 

Institute, Winnipeg) and a professor with 
the Centre for Earth Observation Science, 
Department of Geography, University of 
Manitoba.  During his presentation he will 
share information about his research 
involving the study of environmental 
pathways of contaminants, including their 
delivery, transport, and elimination from 
Arctic marine and freshwater aquatic 
ecosystems.  Dr. Stern will speak about 
climate variation which has been shown to 
alter, for example, sea ice dynamics, food 
web structure, and foraging of beluga and 
ringed seals.

Monday, February 7th, 2011

The Lake Winnipeg 
Foundation Commitment 

to Lake Winnipeg

Dr. Alex Salki 
(Lake Winnipeg Foundation Board 

Member, Living Lakes Canada Liaison)

Established in 2005 as a charitable, 
non-profit ENGO by a group of 
concerned citizens, the Lake Win-

nipeg Foundation (www.lakewinnipegfoun-
dation.org) is dedicated to restoring and 
protecting the health of Lake Winnipeg and 
its watershed. It promotes the use of 
scientifically-based, sustainable lake and 
watershed management practices in all 
economic activities. Over 80% of the 
money it raises is used to support projects 
intended to reduce nutrient and surface 
water loading to steams, to restore and 
preserve wetlands, to create new research 
data, and to provide student training in 
ecosystem science. Examples of funded 
projects will be provided. Recognizing 
water quality deterioration as a global 
problem, the Lake Winnipeg Foundation 
joined the Global Nature Fund’s Living 
Lakes Network, uniting with other ENGOs 
to confront the dilemma.  
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Wednesday, March 2nd, 2011 
(NOTE: Wednesday, not Monday!)

Grassland Conservation Plan for 
Prairie Grouse in North America

Dr. Richard Baydack 
(Professor, Dept. of Environment and 
Geography, University of Manitoba)

A Grassland Conservation Plan for Prairie Grouse in North 
America, coordinated by the North American Grouse 
Partnership (NAGP), was recently developed. The goals of 

the plan are to enhance, conserve, and restore grassland ecosys-
tems to benefit prairie grouse and other grassland species. The 
plan uses an ecosystem diversity approach to compare historical 
grassland conditions to the current situation. Priority areas for 
grassland conservation are then selected to benefit each prairie 
grouse species. The Plan identifies a goal of conserving or restoring 
65 million acres of grasslands for prairie grouse, along with 
strategies for implementation. 

Monday, March 21st, 2011

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
(early start at 7:00 pm)

ALDABRA,  
North of Madagascar

James Whitelaw 
(Vice-President, Nature Manitoba) 

The Seychelles consist of 115 islands with a land area of 455 
sq.km. scattered over 1.4 million sq.km. of the western 
Indian Ocean. The central Seychelles are granitic, ancient 

continental fragments with their own distinctive flora and fauna. 
The outlying islands are coral atolls. The most interesting of these 
is Aldabra Atoll which, since its last re-emergence above the waves 
80,000 years ago, has been colonized by a variety of plants and 
animals and has developed a unique ecosystem. After Nature Mani-
toba’s Annual General Meeting, we will explore the natural history 
of Aldabra, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

colours. Our campsite 
was two days journey 
from Wallace Lake, 
which is another way 
to enter WCP from 
Manitoba. (You can also 
enter WCP from Davidson 
or Tulabai Lake. From 
there, it takes three days 
travel up the Bird River system 
to reach the northern end of Eagle 
Lake, the southern boundary of WCP).

Breaking camp, we paddled three 
hours to the northeast part of Haggart 
and stopped on an unusual island in 
the large bay there. The island is really 
two islands joined by an isthmus of 
tree-dotted sand about 70 metres long 
and 10 to 30 metres wide. There is a 
beach on either side of the isthmus, 
with the water depth increasing 
dramatically not too far from the edge 
of the isthmus. It is a “luxurious” site 
with room for a good number of tents. 
It would have been even nicer except 
that the water level in the lake was 
about one metre higher than normal.

The next day we started on the return 
journey, heading for the Haggart River. 
It flows into a large bay at the south 
end of Haggart Lake. We were looking 
for the 300 m portage that would take 

us out of the Haggart system into the 
Garner system. The portage was tricky 
to locate because it goes sharply uphill 
alongside a tiny creek. The unusually 
high water in the creek spilled over 
onto the trail in many places, hiding 
signs of it. Three portages later, we 
were in Mather Lake, the headwater 
lake of the Garner system. Mather can 
be confusing to navigate. It has many 
islands separated by narrow channels. 
We had difficulty finding a campsite 
because a forest fire had swept the 
area 15 years ago. The new tree 
growth is dense and tends to cover 
potential campsites. We finally found a 
sloping rocky point that, with some 
work, was adequate.

The start of the Garner River 
awaited us the next day. It is 

a narrow rock-filled 
channel with no portage. 
Water walking was 
needed. Gradually the 
river widened, and the 
swift current pro-
pelled our canoes 
joyfully downstream. 
Twelve portages and 

two days later we 
arrived back at the 

beach. The chili con carne 
supper and the pancake 

breakfast in the cache were 
untouched by animal or human 

mouths. Next morning the wind was 
kind to us as we headed towards 
Beresford. We met two boatloads of 
party goers coming upriver as we 
paddled downstream. The beach was 
likely going to be a noisy beer-splashed 
place that evening.

What wildlife did we see? No moose, 
no caribou, no wolves, no bears but 
eagles, loons, owls, other unidentified 
birds, turtles, and garter snakes. Three 
canoes moving through the wilderness 
are just too noisy for any self-respect-
ing large mammal. We did come across 
bear and wolf scat, and moose and 
caribou droppings at campsites and on 
portage trails, and perhaps a visit by a 
moose one night (some of us claim it 
was a sasquatch). The companionship 
and laughter of the paddlers, and the 
beauty of Woodland Caribou Park more 
than made up for what we didn’t see.

This D*** canoe 
is Too long!!!

A forest fire at Mather Lake made it difficult 
to find an ideal campsite, but we made 

this sloping, rocky point work for us.

Brian 
Wagg

(...continued from  
page 10)
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About Nature Manitoba 

The Objectives of Nature Manitoba are to: 
• Foster an awareness and appreciation of the natural environment 

and an understanding of humanity’s place therein; 
• Provide an association and voice for those interested in natural 

history and the outdoors, and cooperate with individuals and 
organizations with similar goals; 

• Arrange educational and recreational programs and field trips to 
promote an understanding of the natural environment; 

• Stimulate research and record and preserve data and material in 
natural history and allied subjects; 

• Work for the preservation of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Receipts for income tax purposes are issued 
for amounts in excess of membership.

See the experienced 
sales staff at Photo 

Central for...

Friendly Service 
and Expert Advice!

• Cameras
• Binoculars
• Accessories

• Photo Copies
• Photo Courses

• Film Developing

FREE PARKING!

NAture MANItoBA StoretOurS FOr NAturALiStS
***COStA riCA BirdiNg*** 

22 January - 2 February 2011 (12 days)  
Cost $3750 CAD (dbl occup) from San Jose, Costa Rica

Costa Rica is one of the birdiest regions of the world with 820 species in the tiny country. The tour 
visits a wide range of habitats from high volcanoes to Pacific beaches; a classic tropical birding 
experience with parrots. macaws, hummingbirds, trogons, motmots, toucans, antbirds, 
cotingas, manikins, tanagers & many others. Accommodations are at renowned ecolodges & all 
meals are included. The tour is fully guided with our own tour manager and an expert local bird 
guide. Resplendent Quetzal anyone?

***AriZONA iN FEBruArY*** 
16-27 February 2011 (12 days) 

Cost $2600 CAD (dbl occup) from Phoenix
Arizona is home to some of the most unique, famous and unforgettable landscapes in the world. 
the grand Canyon, the mesas and buttes of Monument Valley and the silhouette of a saguaro 
against a golden sunset are images so famous that we have grown up with them since childhood. 
The tour incorporates all of the elements that make Arizona such a memorable destination and in 
the space of 12 days we will experience many of its most beautiful and famous landscapes includ-
ing The Grand Canyon, Monument Valley, Canyon de Chelly, Sedona, and the Sonoran and 
Chihua huan Deserts. Join us for a mid-winter tour to the blue skies of this famous state.

***YuKON & dEMpStEr HigHWAY***
Land of the Midnight Sun 

Tour I, 18-29 June 2011 (12 days) - Tour II, 1-12 July 2011 
Cost $3500 (dbl occup) +GST from Whitehorse

The Yukon is a fabled land whose very name evokes archetypal images of wilderness and a 
frontier populated by colourful characters. On this tour we will experience both the natural and 
human landscapes of this fascinating and beautiful land, visiting the Klondike, the dempster 
Highway, and the Mackenzie delta. The Dempster is renowned as a naturalist’s paradise with its 
varied and beautiful landscapes, sought-after bird species, large mammals and we visit at the 
peak of the wildflower display. At latitude 66N we cross the Arctic Circle and enter the Land 
of the Midnight Sun. We also fly across the Mackenzie Delta to Tuktoyaktuk on the Arctic Ocean.

Leaders: Tony Greenfield & Dr. Rand Rudland
WHiSKEYJACK NAturE tOurS

BOX 319, SECHELT, BC, V0N 3A0 
Tel: 604-885-5539, Email: tony@whiskeyjacknaturetours.com  

Full details & itineraries at website: www.whiskeyjacknaturetours.com  
BC reg #34425

www.naturemanitoba.ca


