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 PIPITS, LONGSPURS AND LANDOWNERS:  
Blitzing Manitoba’s most under-threat IBA 

by Tim Poole, Manitoba Important Bird Area Coordinator

During the weekend of 19-21 June, a group of staff 
and volunteers from the Important Bird Area (IBA) 
Program travelled to southwestern Manitoba to  

carry out activities relating to our 
Grassland Bird Conservation Initiative 
(funded by Environment Canada’s 
EcoAction Program). Our primary 
objectives were to meet with landown-
ers within the Southwestern Manitoba 
Mixed-grass Prairie IBA (MB024) and 
to survey for two species of globally 
threatened birds. 

There are 38 IBAs in Manitoba, 
stretching from the coastal tundra  
of Hudson Bay to the prairies of the 
south. These places provide a rich 
diversity of habitats for all wildlife,  
not just birds. The birds in many of 
our IBAs are in decline and under 
threat. In Manitoba this is most true of 
the Southwestern Manitoba Mixed 
Grass Prairie IBA. One of the few areas 
in the province with native mixed-grass prairie habitat 
remaining, this IBA covers the area from Tilston to Bede, 
Melita, Coulter and Lyleton. It was originally designated for 
nationally important populations of two Species-at-Risk, the 
Ferruginous Hawk and Burrowing Owl. Nonetheless, 

neither of these species are currently listed as globally 
threatened (their low populations numbers in Canada are 
surpassed elsewhere in their global range, in the latter case 

including South America). This is an 
important distinction because without 
a sufficient number of a globally 
threatened species being recorded in 
the IBA, it does not meet the criteria as 
a globally significant IBA. There are, 
however, two globally threatened 
species breeding in good numbers 
within the IBA: Sprague’s Pipit (“Vul-
nerable” on the IUCN [International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature] 
List of Threatened Species) and 
Chestnut-collared Longspur (“Near-
threatened” on the IUCN list). In order 
to trigger globally significant status, it 
would be necessary to record 30 and 
90 individuals of these two species 
respectively. Christian Artuso and I 
decided to organize a ‘blitz’ of the IBA 

to see if we could find these numbers. 

With Christian responsible for driving from Winnipeg to 
Tilston on late Friday afternoon, we were guaranteed to 
have a longer journey than would normally be expected. 

A male Chestnut-collared  
Longspur sitting on a fencewire
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President’s Corner
by Donald Himbeault

 Nature Manitoba’s Busy Seasons

In many organizations and businesses, it is common 
to hear the term “busy season” when referring to 
periodic changes in their activity level. For accoun-

tants, it’s the period before a tax filing deadline, 
for retailers the period before a holiday, and for 
road construction in Winnipeg, it’s any season 
without snow. However, for Nature Manitoba, it 
would seem all the seasons are “busy seasons”. 
There always  seems to be something going on. 

This past fall and winter, we delivered a very 
successful series of Discovery Evenings. These 
were for the most part very well attended, and the talks were always followed 
with lively questions and discussion, attesting to the quality of the speakers and 
the relevancy of the topics. Overlapping the winter and into spring, we also 
accomplished an equally successful Workshop series, with the attendance for 
several of the events being completely booked, even when moving the event to a 
larger room. Note that the Discovery Evenings will be starting a bit later in the 
fall, with the first talk scheduled for October 26, 2015; see the full program on 
pages 18-19.

Our spring bird outings were well attended as usual, including some record-large 
groups showing up for Ward Christianson and Marlene Waldron’s ever-popular 
Wednesday evening “Birding for Beginners”. Going into the summer, on July 4th 
we hosted Our Natural Garden Tour, our major fundraiser, with approximately 
360 people attending and enjoying nine different properties. Work is already 
underway to prepare for next year’s event (see page 7).

Our outdoor activities continue to be popular throughout the year, with a wide 
range of events including birding outings, day hikes, and extended backcountry 
canoe trips. More recently, some of our trip leaders have been offering the 
opportunity to partake in “shoulder season” (late fall) trips as well as full winter 
camping forays. Similarly, the Grey Hares keep up an active schedule of activities 
throughout the year. 

We were again able to offer a full complement of guided trips to our Mantario 
Cabin as part of the Mantario Summer Program. As well, the cabin rental to 
members continues to be popular throughout the year. 

The Manitoba Bluebird Fund, managed by a committee of Nature Manitoba, 
continues to participate in the development or rehabilitation of habitat in support 
of songbirds. Notable projects where the fund has provided assistance are the 
tree-planting campaign at Henteleff Park, and more recently contributing to the 
Save Our Seine group for the establishment of a bird garden by the Seine River 
near St. Anne’s Rd. and Fermor Ave. 

Our communications committee keeps busy throughout the year to strategize 
how to best communicate information to our members. The committee has rec-
ommended, and the board has approved, a decision to phase out the print edition 
of the newsletter and to make better and greater use of electronic media to 
communicate with our members. More details will be provided in the next issue. 

The Nature Manitoba office never gets much of break, as it not only supports the 
above activities, but also provides support for the staff of the Important Bird Area 
Program and Manitoba Chimney Swift Program. By no means have I captured 
everything that goes on throughout the year, but hopefully this has provided a 
brief update of some of the things that make up our busy seasons.
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“ ...for Nature Manitoba, 
it would seem all the 

seasons are ‘busy seasons’. 
There always seems to be 

something going on.”
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JOHN 
NEUFELD

Welcome New Members!
May 15 to August 14, 2015

Nicki Albus
Terra Albus

Roland Amsler
John & Elizabeth Beckett (with 

Jonathan, Kaitlyn & Gracie)
Angela Cam

Tod Christianson
Isabel Christie

Devon & Cristi Danielson (with 
Soren & Michaela)
Brianna Delaney
Jo Ann Deneweth

Laura Devlin
Cynthia Dietz
Carla Franklin

Bryan Garnham
Judy Gibson

Paula Hahlweg
Cheryl Harder

Bill Hunter
Amanda Jacobs

Justin Kitchur
Lee-Anne Losee-Peloquin

Claudia Mandock
Douglas G. Moore

Paula Newman
Jodine Pratt

Laurie Ringaert
Ellen Smirl

Jennifer Smirl
Ehsan Tara

Betsy Thorsteinson
Jocelyne Roy & Benjamin Wilson

by Joe Leven

I had the pleasure of chatting with 
John Neufeld one day recently at 
The Forks. John is a big friendly  

guy and talks easily.

John told me that he was born and 
grew up in Steinbach where he still 
lives today. He was educated at the 
University of Manitoba, an experience 
he found liberating coming from a 
conservative small-town environment. 
He studied law and practiced as a 
lawyer in his home town. Now he is 
semi-retired and teaches one course  
at the U of M Law School.

John is married to Christiane and the 
father of three grown sons and two 
beautiful granddaughters.

John remembers an 
annual fishing trip 
with his father as a 
child, but that was the 
extent of his early 
involvement with the 
outdoors and nature. However, as an 
adult, John developed a passion for the 
orchids and wildflowers of Manitoba. 
He was an early member of Native 
Orchid Conservation Inc. (NOCI).

To quote John: “I love going into bogs 
and looking for wild orchids. I joined 
NOCI originally because I like to pho-
tograph wildflowers. I wanted to know 
where all these wild orchids were, espe-
cially Lady’s Slippers. So these people 
– they knew where they all were.”

Wild orchids are found all over Mani-
toba and John has visited many of their 
habitats and photographed them. His 
favorite place is the Brokenhead 
Wetlands Ecological Reserve and the 
boardwalk that has been built there.  

It can be visited all summer long and 
you will see something different every 
time you go.

Talking about native orchids reminded 
John of a funny story from his law 
practice. A client had received an offer 
from the Nature Conservancy of Canada 
to purchase her property. The land was 
located near Stuartburn and was not 
well suited to agriculture. It was, 
however, the home of the Western 
Prairie Fringed Orchid, its only habitat 

in Canada.

On hearing this, John 
became quite excited 
and begged his client  
to let him know when 
the orchid was next 

flowering, so that he could come out 
and take pictures. Wouldn’t you know 
it, that July in walks the client carrying 
the rare orchid in bloom, which she had 
dug up just for him. He was appalled, 
but the damage was done!

As for Nature Manitoba, John has 
been a member for a long time. He 
has attended countless Discovery 
Evenings and winter workshops and 
was full of praise for their high quality. 
He also has participated in many of 
the spring Birding for Beginners walks 
and couldn’t say enough good things 
about the people leading them and 
the pleasure he has had from them.

And so, in a little over 400 words, meet 
John Neufeld!

“I wanted to know 
where all these wild 

orchids were, especially 
Lady’s Slippers.”

People  
Passionate  

About  
Nature...

GIANT  
GARAGE  

SALE
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Sat. September 19th 2015 
Nature Manitoba’s next Giant Garage 
Sale will be on Saturday, September 

19 at Holy Cross School in St. 
Boniface. Volunteers are needed for 

this event – you can contact the office 
at info@naturemanitoba.ca or 

204-943-9029 to offer your help.

H
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Encounters of the
           NATURAL Kind

Please send us 
your short stories 

(approx. 300-500 
words) of interesting 

encounters with 
Manitoba nature.

Not Your Ordinary Canoe Tip
by Julia Schoen

It wasn’t the usual sundrenched four days for the Grey Hares at 
Thomson’s Turret this year, but the unsettled weather couldn’t 
dampen the group’s good spirits. We had a great time through 

alternating cycles of rain, sun, cloud and especially wind, which 
played a big part in our adventure on the water on Day 1.

Grey Hares Sharron and Brian Bettess, Charles Begley, Jerry Zaste, 
Ed Rajfur and I arrived at June’s cabin on War Eagle Lake west of 
Kenora around noon on Tuesday July 28 and were welcomed by 
our hosts, June Thomson and Don 
Wilson. (Francy Wheadon arrived in 
the evening and was sorry she had 
missed the excitement.)

We were hoping for the sun to return 
so we could get a first short canoe in 
before dinner. As Ed had brought his 
sailing kit along at June’s request, 
we were particularly keen to see this 
activity get underway.

With the sun eventually co-operat-
ing, we set off after a late lunch. We 
weren’t far from home when the 
wind came up and asserted itself for 
a considerable part of the afternoon. 
The two sailors, Ed and Jerry – both 
experienced canoeists and swimmers 
– kept the sailboat on course for a 
time, but as we rounded the point, a 
strong gust of wind caught them by 
surprise and the canoe tipped over.

The sailors remained calm as they 
worked to upturn the tipped canoe, 
aided by “helper canoe” (June and 
Don) and kayaker, Charles. “Stand-
by canoe” (Sharon, Brian and I) 
remained close by on the sidelines in 
case we had to go for further help. 
We also wanted to stay out of the way 
and let the rescue happen as efficient-
ly as possible with those on 
the spot. We were a team.

This was an opportunity to 
observe, and participate in, 
a canoe rescue firsthand, 
an exercise well performed 
and without a hint of 
panic. Good practice in 
a real-life situation.

The problem was that the 
canoe was upside down 
with the sail and heavy 

mast directly down in the water, producing substantial resistance. 
But in time, the main players managed to upturn the “sailboat 
canoe” and climb in. They, along with June, Don and Charles, 
bailed fast and furiously but made little progress as the weight of 
the two bodies along with continuous incoming waves caused the 
half-filled canoe to refill and under it went again. The decision was 
made to head for the nearby property of one of June’s neighbours 
to remove the sailing equipment from the canoe.

June and Don towed the downed 
canoe to the beach, a huge effort on 
their part as they were also pulling 
Ed and Jerry holding on to the canoe. 
The wind was still with us and the 
whitecaps warned us to be cautious.

Ed and Jerry took the mast down and 
the outriggers off. They took their 
sailboat-no-longer back onto the 
water and, paddling hard, reached 
June’s cabin without mishap. Their 
three guardian angels arrived safely 
about the same time. In effect, we 
were never far away from home base.

Sharon, Brian and I opted to leave 
our canoe, too light for this windy 
journey, on the beach and return for 
it after dinner. We walked overland 
back to Thomson’s Turret, about a 
10-minute trek up and down some 
steep inclines. Unfortunately, we 
encountered a padlocked gate on the 
private road between the two cabins 
which dashed our plan to pick up the 
canoe by car.

Re-energized following an excellent 
dinner, four of us headed back on 
foot to pick up the canoe. Two others 
drove the car to the halfway point at 
the gate and came to help. Six people 

carrying the canoe back 
to the car made light 
work of the task.

We all slept well that 
night! 

[As a postscript, on 
Thursday afternoon, we 
scored more sunny, but 
calm, weather and Ed 
took a few of us out in 
the sailboat-canoe with 
not a single problem!]
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11th Prairie Conservation and Endangered 
Species Conference (February 16-18, 2016)

Saskatoon Inn, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Join colleagues and meet new people from the Prairies and 
Northern Great Plains who are helping to conserve native 

prairie and to recover endangered species! This conference 
is held once every three years in a Canadian prairie city.  

It is attended by approximately 350 participants from 
across Western Canada and the Northern Plains states. 

The theme of the 2016 conference is “Prairie – It’s a 
Happening Place!”, and submissions of abstracts for oral or 
poster presentations are invited (deadline September 4). 

The conference sub-theme is “Prairie Conservation 
and Urban Growth”. As our rapidly growing prairie cities 

encroach on prairie uplands and wetlands, urban planners 
and conservation organizations seek solutions that 

preserve biodiversity and enhance quality of life while 
meeting the demands for infrastructure, transportation, 
and commercial and residential development. We invite 
you to share your experiences, ideas and questions at 

this conference. Although previous PCESC events have 
made reference to these issues, this will be the first 

time that organizers have especially invited proposals 
for presentations or posters on this sub-theme. 

Learn more about our conference (including  
details on abstract submission) at www.pcesc.ca.  

Also visit www.facebook.com/PCESC16.

Tribute to Robert R. Taylor, internationally 
acclaimed photographer, eco-tour guide, 
author and wildlife artist

During the Wildlife Society confer-
ence, a special exhibit booth about 
Robert R. Taylor will be featured 
to illustrate Bob’s dedication to 
conservation and understanding of 
animals, with short videos, wood 
carvings, paintings, photographs and 
books on display. The conference 
will also host the premiere showing 
of a new film, “Private Lives of Wild 
Creatures”, about capturing the life 
cycle of birds and animals as seen 
through the camera of Bob Taylor.

Note: Both the exhibit booth and the film premiere are limited 
to those attending the conference. We will share more informa-
tion on how to view/purchase this new film in a future issue 
once it is available to the general public (perhaps we’ll even 
arrange a special Nature Manitoba viewing in 2016!).

Robert R. Taylor photographed THE PRIVATE 
LIVES  OF WILD CREATURES long before the 

hoopla of tundra buggies and “The Polar Bear Cap-
ital of the World”.  He is a pioneer of eco-tourism 
who dedicated over sixty years to exploring the 
most remote areas of Canada to photograph the 
most elusive animals.  Drawing for the first time 
from Bob’s archive of hundreds of thousands of 
images, 16mm films and video footage - part biog-
raphy and part natural history documentary – this 
film explores the art and science of Canada’s Arctic, 
boreal and prairie regions.  

The polar bear has become a symbol for global 
warming and Robert Taylor took the pictures that 
captured our imagination, shaped public opinion, 
and helped define our nation.  Moreover, he pho-
tographed the birds and plants and lesser-known 
specimens with an eye for the beauty of the unex-
pected.  THE PRIVATE LIVES OF WILD CREATURES 
blends archival interviews, field recordings and 
stories from his friends, family, business partners 
and scientific colleagues to reveal Bob’s character 
and his wide circle of influence.

“I chose to pursue a career of making others 
aware of their surroundings and helping them to 
stop and enjoy the beauties of nature.  I hoped that 
if people came to appreciate their environment 
more, we would become better stewards and 
want to find ways to live harmoniously with our 
various ecosystems” 

- Robert R. Taylor

Interactive Component

T HE GREAT GRAY OWL EXPERIENCE is an 
educational video game that will serve as a 

convergent element for THE PRIVATE LIVES OF 
WILD CREATURES.  Robert Taylor is the author of 
the book The Great Gray Owl: On Silent Wings and 
he is credited as photographer of The Great Gray 
Owl, the definitive text by North American author-
ity Dr. Bob Nero.  

This game helps players learn to identify prime 
habitat for great gray owls, to distinguish their call 
and locate their forest perch.  The reward is a wild 
ride on the great gray owl flight simulator.  Use 
your ears and eyes to locate a vole under a blanket 
of snow and set your flight path.  Use your speed 
and agility to swoop down and fly low over the 
meadow.  Feel the force of the plunge as you cap-
ture your prey and explode up from the snow and 
away into the forest.

The Great Gray Owl Experience is being created 
with the Unity game engine.  It will work with a 
web browser and can be accessed on-line.  It will 
be enhanced when using tablets or mobile devices 
that take advantage of gesture control.  The Experi-
ence is also being tested and developed for future 
use with the Oculus Rift and other virtual reality 
goggles.

~

Documentary |  1 x 45  | Canada | Currently in production

Michael Sanders                               John Toone
Producer, Director                           Producer, Writer

ELECTRICMONK
Media Ltd.

contact@electricmonkmedia.com
www.electricmonkmedia.com

T: 1+ 204 510 7050

http://www.pcesc.ca
http://www.facebook.com/PCESC16
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BETTY ANN CALDWELL
April 9, 1931 - July 22, 2015

Excerpts from an obituary published in the 
Winnipeg Free Press on August 1, 2015:

Surrounded with love of family and 
friends, Betty Ann Caldwell died serenely 
on July 22, 2015 at Grace Hospital in 
Winnipeg. Betty Ann was born in Dauphin, 
MB and raised in Gilbert Plains. She 
remembered her childhood as a wondrous 
time, filled with family, community, church, 
education, sports and music. Throughout 
her life, summers were spent at the family 
place at Clear Lake in Riding Mountain 
National Park, where she worked at the 
golf course clubhouse in her teenage years. 
Betty Ann graduated with a Bachelor of 
Arts and Education (1953) before returning 
to Gilbert Plains to teach science at Brick-
burn High School, and then in Souris High 
School for two years. Betty Ann furthered her studies at  
the United Church Training School in Toronto. Upon her 
return to Manitoba, Betty Ann gained employment as a 
guidance counsellor with the Department of Indian Affairs 
in Portage la Prairie and Winnipeg, and ended her educa-
tion career as a teacher librarian at R.B. Russell Vocational 
School in Winnipeg.

Betty Ann was an adventurer. She especially loved hiking, 
biking, canoeing, and cross-country, downhill and telemark 

skiing. She travelled the world and thrilled 
in trips to many remote reaches of Canada. 
She was a charter member of the Grey 
Hares and enjoyed their activities. Her love 
of the outdoors was rooted in her summers 
spent at Clear Lake where she was an 
integral part of the community since the 
1930s, and she continued to venture to the 
family cabins until last year. She also made 
lasting contributions to her community 
through teaching, photography, music, 
speaking and volunteer work, touching 
many lives. We remember and rejoice in 
Betty Ann’s long life, filled with love and 
pride in family and friends. 

Francy Wheadon adds:

I always got the sense that Betty Ann was 
very proud of the group [the Grey Hares] that she helped 
create. In 2013, due to her failing health, she asked me to 
take over her Treasurer duties. At our Fall meeting that year, 
she passed over the Grey Hares’ financial records to me. 
They were meticulously hand written, and kept account of 
the financial flow going back to 2001. Betty Ann was a very 
caring person who provided me with lots of encouragement 
and support in my new role. I was impressed with her 
dedication, enthusiasm and professional conduct in per-
forming her duties for the Grey Hares.

Killers on the Move: Ice-free  
waters mean Orca whales appearing 

more frequently in Hudson Bay
(by Martin Zeilig, published in the 

Winnipeg Free Press, June 20, 2015)

Grizzly bears wander into  
Manitoba polar bear territory
(by Sarah Lawrynuik, published on the 

CBC News website, June 18, 2015)

Nature in the News...

Betty Ann skiing with the 
Grey Hares at Hecla in 2005
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“There is no question the occurrence of killer whales 
(Orcinus orca) in Hudson Bay is increasing, according to 

marine biologist Steve Ferguson, of Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada’s Fresh Water Institute. Killer whales have taken 
advantage of the increasingly ice-free Arctic waters to hunt a 
number of marine mammals including beluga whales and 
bowhead whales, among other species. This often puts them in 
competition with Inuit hunters.” Dr. Ferguson presented at a 
Nature Manitoba Discovery Evening in February 2015, and in 
this article, Martin Zeilig interviews him about his research on 
killer whales, decreased sea ice, and global warming:

http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/killers-on-the-
move-308609521.html

“Researchers from the University of Saskatchewan are 
marveling at the photos taken from their wildlife 

cameras set up in Manitoba’s Wapusk National Park, showing 
grizzly bears outside of their typical habitat…Photos show 
grizzlies, polar bears and black bears in the vicinity of one 
camera…within seven months of each other… ‘There are only 
a couple of places where you’d even have the potential for 
[seeing all three species of bear at one spot] in North America 
and Wapusk National Park is the only place where that amount 
of overlap has been documented,’ according to researcher Doug 
Clark.”  For the full story, go to:

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/
grizzly-bears-wander-into-manitoba-polar-bear-
territory-new-research-shows-1.3118936

http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/killers-on-the-move-308609521.html
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/killers-on-the-move-308609521.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/
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Good-Bye to Tour 2015, 
and Hello to Tour 2016…
and its new organizer!

Nature Manitoba thanks both Lea 
Stogdale and Judy Jennings for 

their outstanding efforts in keeping 
the garden tour alive and healthy 

in 2015. We are extremely pleased 
to announce that Joe Leven, 

with the capable assistance of 
his wife, Dorie, has accepted the 
responsibility of organizing Tour 
2016. Joe, a volunteer who was 
profiled in the newsletter’s last 
issue, is an enthusiastic garden 

lover and has already begun 
identifying gardens for next year’s 

tour. Welcome on board and a 
huge thank you to you both!

Our Natural Garden Tour 2015 –  
A Resounding Success

by Lea Stogdale

Nature Manitoba’s Our Natural Garden Tour 2015 was  
a wonderful success with nine beautiful and varied 
gardens as well as the butterfly garden at the Whyte 

Ridge Community Centre (see article page 8-9). Saturday, July 
4 was hot and muggy but no rain; a good day for walking 
around gardens. This year the tour was within one area of the 
city: Whyte Ridge. This was hailed as greatly advantageous as 
people could walk, cycle or, at least, not have far to drive. The 
gardens were beautiful, interesting and owned by friendly and 
informative gardeners, all of whom enjoyed the day immensely. 
One of the gardeners remarked that he had been so engrossed 
in chatting with visitors all day that he had missed his lunch!

Special thanks go to Julia Schoen who, with Kelley Liebzeit, 
found all the gardens last year. Julia guided and advised on the 
tour this year as well as volunteering at Kelley’s gardens all day. 
Donna Danyluk developed the garden ticket and poster, and 
together with Dianne Beaven, distributed the tickets to all the 
vendors and collected the money afterwards. Their advice was 
essential; their enthusiasm contagious; their assistance invalu-
able. Marilyn Latta and Simone Allard volunteered at the 
Butterfly Garden all day so that visitors could be informed 
about butterfly-friendly plants.

For their hard work and friendly welcome, we thank all the 
gardeners (Frank & Catrina Foderaro; Aleita, Leisa and Norma 
Bernshine; Kelley & Jim Liebzeit; Regan Tataryn; Sheila Jensen; 
Bev & Larry Kulbacki; Debra Moore; Evelyn & Harry Wray; and 
the Whyte Ridge Community Centre), along with their families 
and volunteering friends. They chatted with, explained, 
educated and shared gardening stories with over 300 people 
during the day. Well done and many thanks from Nature 
Manitoba for contributing to the major fundraising activity  
of the year.

A few scenes from the 2015 Garden Tour, 
including (top-left) a vigorous vegetable 

garden in the middle of the ‘burbs 
and (center-left) the new Whyte Ridge 
Community Centre Butterfly Garden.
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The Whyte Ridge Community Centre Interpretive Trail Project
by Nick Barnes, WRCC Site Development Director

If all goes to plan, 2015 will be the year that the Whyte 
Ridge Interpretive Trail will finally become fully func-
tional – a vision that took almost 10 years to implement. 

The Trail runs across the Whyte Ridge Community Centre 
(WRCC) site, located in the northwest corner of the com-
munity of Whyte Ridge. 

The Trail concept originated in late 2005, as the WRCC vol-
unteer Board of Directors began to develop plans to finally 
landscape the property. Due in large part to the assistance of 
City Councillor Bill Clement, by 2007 a major landscaping 
project was in full swing, with more than $500,000 in funds 
being used in the development of the 4.37 ha (10.8 acres) 
property, including two soccer pitches, a basketball court, 
skating rink, play structure, and walking trails. Funding 
sources included the Manitoba Hydro Forest Initiatives 
Fund and the Evergreen Foundation Fund, but primarily 
the City of Winnipeg Land Dedication Reserve Fund, as 
well as a multi-year community fundraising campaign, with 
events such as summer festivals and golf tournaments.

As part of this landscaping project, consideration was given 
to developing some interesting interpretive/educational 
features that might appeal to local schoolchildren and 
residents not participating in community sports, and it 
became apparent that WRCC was well-positioned to offer 
this option. In addition to its proximity to Fort Whyte Alive 
to the north, used regularly for visits by the two schools in 
the community, the WRCC site is also adjacent to a segment 
of the TransCanada Trail, arguably the world’s largest 
recreation pathway. When Fort Whyte Alive opened an 
entrance on its southern end in 2006, many Whyte Ridge 
residents began to access the Fort Whyte Trail network 
through the WRCC property. 

In 2013 the plan was updated and a new phase of imple-
mentation began. Initial interpretive concepts involved 
several historic events in the area, and the relationship 

between railways and native prairie. More recently, the 
project has incorporated aspects of Aspen Parkland, the 
relationship between elms and Winnipeg streets, and a 
butterfly garden. 

Native Prairie and Railways: The first aspect of the 
interpretive trail seen when entering the site from its 
southeast end on Fleetwood Road is a prairie wildflower 
trailhead garden. The WRCC Board has been working 
closely with Native Plant Solutions to establish an area of 
tall grass prairie along the entire eastern side of the prop-
erty. The presence of a CPR spur line and existing prairie 
grassland habitat immediately to the east of the WRCC 
property provides an interesting interpretive feature. Since 
European settlement, areas of native prairie in North 
America have been drastically reduced with the spread of 
agriculture and control of fires. (Wildfires are a natural part 
of the prairie ecology and reduce encroachment of trees and 
rejuvenate prairie soils.) The tall-grass prairie (with species 
including big bluestem, switch grass, Indian grass, little 
bluestem, Canada wild rye and northern wheatgrass) is now 
one of the most endangered habitats in North America. One 
of the few areas where native prairie was sustained sur-
rounded the railways, particularly as fire was often used as 
a means to control vegetation on railway tracks. 

Figure 1: The trail runs from the Whyte Ridge 
Community Centre (lower centre) north to Fort Whyte 

Alive (upper left), across McGillivray Boulevard.

View from the trail looking north to the railway track, 
showing the area prepared for establishment of additional 

prairie next to the existing grassland along the track.
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Historic Events: Interpretive signage is being developed 
in the middle of the WRCC site to illustrate several impor-
tant historic events that occurred in the area. Whyte Ridge 
is named after William Whyte, who led a “bloodless battle” 
over railway rights in 1888 on land adjacent to the WRCC 
site. Nineteen years earlier the WRCC area was where Louis 
Riel, with a mounted patrol of unarmed Metis, led the 
“Stopping of the Survey”. They forced government survey-
ors to halt their work until negotiations had taken place 
between the inhabitants of Red River Settlement and the 
Canadian government. This was the first public act of the 
Red River Resistance that ultimately led to the creation of 
the new province of Manitoba.

Native Trees: In addition to adding some topography to 
break up the linear (500m x 90m) shape of the property, 
efforts have been made to “soften” the site using native 
trees as visual and acoustic barriers to adjacent residential 
and commercial property. An attempt has been made to use 
largely native species reflective of Aspen Parkland, such as 
Saskatoon, willow, chokecherry, aspen, pincherry, cotton-
wood, basswood, and maple. The northern portions of the 
property will be left to naturalize over time. In addition, a 
line of elm trees along the linear western pathway serve as a 
tribute to their historic relationship with Winnipeg streets; a 
hybrid species resistant to Dutch Elm Disease was planted. 

Butterflies: A recent aspect of the Interpretive Trail 
Project is the butterfly-shaped butterfly garden, funded in 
part by the Monarch Butterfly Conservation Campaign, 
sponsored by Pegasus Publications Inc. With a bench and 
wheelchair accessibility, it contains numerous butterfly host 
plants among an array of attractive species. A total of 
almost 900 plants will be installed, including species of 
sunflower, milkweed, aster, clover, blazing star, coneflower 
and goldenrod. These will provide habitat for butterflies, 
including nectar sources, larval food plants, and shelter 
when they arrive in May and June to early fall when they 
begin to migrate south. Species such as the monarch 
butterfly have experienced substantial population declines 

across the continent, from Canada south to their overwin-
tering habitat in Mexico, largely due to habitat loss and 
climatic stresses. In addition, several butterfly and skipper 
species associated with native prairie habitat (i.e., 
Poweshiek Skipperling, Uncas Skipper, Ottoe Skipper, 
Dakota Skipper and the Riding’s Satyr) have received 
protection under the Manitoba Endangered Species and 
Ecosystems Act. 

The WRCC Board is hoping that the butterfly garden will 
attract some of the rare and/or interesting butterfly species, 
and that the Interpretive Trail Project will be enjoyed by 
local residents, schoolchildren, and travellers of the Trans-
Canada Trail for many years to come.

The July 4 Nature Manitoba Natural Garden Tour included 
a stop at the new Whyte Ridge butterfly garden. With about 
180 people visiting the site, it was quite successful. For the 
volunteers, the heat and humidity was a little challenging. 

Simone Hébert Allard, who wrote the book Manitoba Butterflies: 
A Field Guide stayed the whole day to sign copies and 

provide advice on attracting butterflies, and in the morning, 
Marilyn Latta (shown above), one of Nature Manitoba’s 

experienced naturalists, provided advice on plants.

Hybrid elm trees planted along the western trail. Starting the butterfly garden in 2014. 
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Moose Lake Hike
Sun. September 6th

Join Roger Sutherland for a hike around 
Moose Lake in southeastern MB followed 
by a potluck and BBQ. Meeting place is 
in parking lot close to McDonald’s and 
Co-op grocery store on Fermor at 9am. 

Call Roger at 204-451-1219. [Nvc]

3-Day Riding Mountain  
Cycle Camping

Sat. Sep. 5th - Mon. Sep. 7th
Join Al Louer on a cycle trip to RMNP. On 

Sep 5, we will cycle to the Whitewater 
Lake campground from the bison enclosure 

parking area (11 km), where we will 
meet other Nature MB members who are 

on a 7-day cycle trip (see major trips). 
The next day, everyone one will cycle 

to the Minnedosa river campground (9 
km). The last day’s destination is the 
bison enclosure parking area (4 km). 
Contact Alain Louer at 204-235-1790 

or alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Int]

Mtn Bike South Cypress TCT – 
Spruce Woods Provincial Park

Sat. September 12th
For more info please contact me or visit 
the event page at www.meetup.com/
Winnipeg-Intermediate-Mountain-
Biking-Meetup/event. There are 2-4 

weekday rides for training if interested. 
Contact Jason Carriere at 204-805-0040 

or jason.carriere@outlook.com. [Int]

Hike the Devil’s Punch Bowl
Sun. September 13th

Hike the Devil’s Punch Bowl loop in Spruce 
Woods Provincial Park. Excellent views 

of the bowl, Assiniboine River Valley and 
Spirit Sands. Distance about 11 km. 

Contact David Spector at 204-504-0125 
or davidspector@shaw.ca. [Int]

Mountain Bike in Riding  
Mountain Provincial Park

Sat. Sep. 26th - Sun. Sep. 27th
See the above Sep. 12 mountain bike trip 
listing for a link with info on these trips. 
A min. of 2 training or 1 weekend ride is 

required to attend this overnight ride.
Contact Jason Carriere at 204-805-0040 

or jason.carriere@outlook.com. [Int]

Hike Bittersweet Ski Trails 
& Lavenham Fall Dinner

Sat. September 26th
If you are not birdwatching or mountain 

biking on this day, join this 10+ km. 
hike through the ski trails at Bittersweet 

around the Assiniboine River Valley. 
Followed by a fall dinner at Lavenham. 

Open only to Nature Manitoba members 
due to the popularity of the dinner 
part. Register after September 19.

Contact Rose Kuzina at  
rkuzina@mymts.net. [Int]

Hike near St. Ambroise
Sun. September 27th

Join Roger Sutherland for a hike around 
St. Ambroise (Lake Manitoba) followed 

by potluck and BBQ. Meet at 9am at Polo 
Park Sears parking lot facing Portage Ave. 

Call Roger at 204-451-1219. [Nvc]

Mountain Biking – TBD
Sat. October 3rd

See the above Sep. 12 mountain bike trip 
listing for a link with info on this trip.

Contact Jason Carriere at 204-805-0040 
or jason.carriere@outlook.com. [Int]

Hike Rivers Provincial Park
Sun. October 4th

Hike ca. 10-12 km. in and around this 
western provincial park. Followed by a fall 

dinner in Basswood. Due to the inexplicable 
popularity of the food component, this 
event is open only to Nature Manitoba 
members. Register after September 27.

Contact Rose Kuzina at  
rkuzina@mymts.net. [Int]

Mountain Biking – TBD
Sat. Oct. 10th - Sun. Oct. 11th

See the above Sep. 12 mountain bike trip 
listing for a link with info on this trip. A 
min. of 2 training or 1 weekend ride is 
required to attend this overnight ride.

Contact Jason Carriere at 204-805-0040 
or jason.carriere@outlook.com. [Int]

Hike in Southern  
Manitoba near St. Joseph

Sun. October 18th
Why hike 10+ km in the vicinity of this 
French-Canadian hamlet surrounded by 
Mennonite villages? Because it has a fall 

supper and people have actually requested 
we do this one again. Open only to Nature 
MB members. Register after October 10.

Contact Rose Kuzina at  
rkuzina@mymts.net. [Int]

Mountain Biking – TBD
Sat. October 24th

See the above Sep. 12 mountain bike trip 
listing for a link with info on this trip.

Contact Jason Carriere at 204-805-0040 
or jason.carriere@outlook.com. [Int]

Emerson Hike & Fall Supper
Sun. October 25th

Hike ca. 15 km on the TransCanada 
Trail alongside the Red River running 
through Emerson. Followed by a fine 
fall supper. Open only to Nature MB 
members. Register after October 18.

Contact Rose Kuzina at  
rkuzina@mymts.net. [Int]

Trips are not always planned far enough ahead to be listed here. See the Outdoor Activities section at  
www.naturemanitoba.ca for the most up-to-date listing, or sign-up there to receive a weekly list by email.

Please visit our website for full descriptions.

Hike Mantario Trail
Thu. Sep. 3rd - Mon. Sep. 7th
Sean Worden at 204-781-0796 or  

srworden@mts.net (no texts please). [Adv]

Riding Mountain Cycle Camping 
Tue. Sep. 1st - Mon. Sep. 7th

Contact Jerry Ameis at 204-284-1902 
or raven981@mts.net. [Adv]

Riding Mountain Camping Hike
Fri. Sep. 18th - Sun. Sep. 20th

Sean Worden (see first major trip). [Adv]

Camping at Whirlpool Lake
Fri. Nov. 20th - Sun. Nov. 22nd

Sean Worden (see first major trip). [Adv]

West Coast Trail
June 2016

Sean Worden (see first major trip). [Adv]

Classified Ads
For $15 you get a box of this size 
to share any text that you want. 

Email editor@naturemanitoba.ca.

http://www.meetup.com/Winnipeg-Intermediate-Mountain-Biking-Meetup/event
http://www.meetup.com/Winnipeg-Intermediate-Mountain-Biking-Meetup/event
http://www.meetup.com/Winnipeg-Intermediate-Mountain-Biking-Meetup/event
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca
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See page 13 for a listing of 
the fall 2015 bird outings.

Free on Wednesdays?
Join the Grey Hares for interesting trips and activities and good company.

More Grey Hares trips will be sched-
uled for August. Trips are not always 
planned far enough ahead to be listed 

here. See our website’s Grey Hares 
page in our “Outdoor Activity” section 

for the most up-to-date listing.

Cycle St. Boniface
Wed. September 2nd

Starting on Lyndale Drive.
Cheryl Chesney at 204-477-5946. [Int]

Cycle Duff Roblin Parkway Trail
Wed. September 9th

Lynn Bates at 204-253-0525. [Int]

Hike near Pinawa
Wed. September 16th

Starting from Marina parking lot. The 
10km loop starts at the Ironwood Trail. 
We’ll be hiking to the suspension foot 
bridge, then onto the rocky Heritage 

Channel Trail which leads us to the Pinawa 
Golf Course and along the Winnipeg 

River to the Marina. Suitable footwear 
(perferably hiking boots) is required as 
much of the Heritage Trail is covered 

with rocks dug out to make the channel.
Marilyn Hearn at 204-895-4659. [Int]

Tour of the Canadian Fossil 
Discovery Centre in Morden

Wed. September 23rd
After the tour, we’ll have lunch in 

Morden followed by a hike in the area.
Liv Thorseth at 204-774-8126. [Nvc-Int]

Paddle the Pinawa Channel
Wed. September 30th

Ed Rajfur at 204-334-4497. [Int]

Fall Photo Tour
Thu. October 1st

Drive through the Whiteshell with Al 
and Thelma Ross. Capture the vibrant 
fall colours, get tips on photography 

from a professional or just enjoy the trip 
and company! No hiking, an easy trip.

Al Ross at 204-853-2047. [Nvc]

Tour Pineland  
Forest Nursery

Wed. October 7th
Located on the banks of the Whitemouth 
River, south of Hadashville, just off Hwy 
1 East. Lunch at Sophie’s followed by a 

hike in Whitemouth River Park. Register 
by Oct. 1st to make lunch reservations. 
June Thomson at 204-837-6469. [Nvc-Int]

Hike the Centennial Trail in 
Whiteshell Provincial Park

Wed. October 14th
Enjoy a gorgeous 15.8km section of the 

Trans-Canada Trail, offering stunning views 
along the Pre-Cambrian Shield. Some 

difficult sections with steep rock slopes.
Contact Francy Wheadon at 204-256-
0101 or fwheadon@shaw.ca. [Adv]

Guided Tour of Transcona
Wed. October 21st

Guided Tour of Transcona Historical 
Museum and downtown Transcona. Full 

details at www.mts.net/~4bmiller/
GreyHares_TransconaHistorical

Museum&WalkingTour.htm.  
Contact Kevin & Anita Miller k.a.miller@

mts.net (preferred) or 204-224-3628. [Nvc]

Hike and Snip on a 
Southern MB Ski Trail

Wed. October 28th
Location and details to be determined.

Ted Harvey at 204-889-5725. [TBD]

GENERAL RATING 
GUIDELINES APPLICABLE 

TO ALL ACTIVITIES 
Novice (Nvc): Typically 2-3 hr duration. 
Little or no experience required. Easy 
terrain or calm water. Limited physical 

fitness acceptable. Weather not normally 
severe (shelter usually available).

Intermediate (Int): Typically a 4-6 hr day trip. 
Some previous experience and skill desirable. 

Some steep or difficult terrain or waves 
possible. Moderate physical fitness required. 
Weather not normally severe (shelter likely 
not available). For multi-day trips: A fairly 

easy 2-5 day camping trip requiring medium/
heavy packs, some specialized equipment 
and skills. Effects of inclement weather and 

injuries more severe than for a day trip. 

Advanced (Adv): A full day trip. Previous 
experience, significant skill and good physical 

condition required. Must be able to carry 
a heavy pack. Steep or difficult terrain or 

waves to be expected. Sustained strenuous 
activity required. For multi-day trips: A 

strenuous camping trip of many days duration 
requiring medium/heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Long portages over 
difficult terrain may occur. Severe weather 
conditions may halt trip and require use of 
skilled survival techniques. Accidents such 
as capsizing or physical injuries may be life 
threatening. Wilderness or remote location 
may make rescue or aid difficult to obtain. 

For detailed Trip Rating Guidelines, see 
www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=trip-ratings

PLEASE NOTE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot be 

reached, call the office at 204-943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 
as described in the detailed trip rating 
guidelines on our website (see above).

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for 
inclement weather. Participants must have 
adequate clothing, water, food, must carry 

their own gear, and are responsible for 
ensuring it is in good working condition.

BIRD WATCHERS 
PARADISE FOR SALE!

Lovely cottage for sale on quiet 
sailing lake in Southwestern 

Manitoba. Bird watchers paradise. 
Bird species: grassland, aquatic, 
forest, marshland and transition 
in abundance. Cottage is two 
bedroom, wrap-around cedar 
deck in the treetops, large fully 
treed privately owned lot, lake-
view, floor to ceiling screened 

veranda, renovated, clean, nicely 
decorated, quality furniture,very 
comfortable and homey. Turn 
key. Pics available on request. 
E-mail jmckenna@mymts.net.

http://www.mts.net/~4bmiller/GreyHares_TransconaHistoricalMuseum&WalkingTour.htm
http://www.mts.net/~4bmiller/GreyHares_TransconaHistoricalMuseum&WalkingTour.htm
http://www.mts.net/~4bmiller/GreyHares_TransconaHistoricalMuseum&WalkingTour.htm
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=trip-ratings
mailto:jmckenna%40mymts.net?subject=
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Spring & Summer Highlights
by Rudolf Koes

The weather in southern Manitoba during much of 
spring was highly variable, with some severe cold 
snaps in April and May, which grounded many 

migrants. June and July were quite pleasant, although the 
latter month became a bit hot for birding. Smoke from 
forest fires that ranged from British Columbia to northern 
Manitoba blanketed much of the south of the province in 
the first half of July and the fires no doubt had a negative 
effect on breeding success in the Boreal Forest. 

Although Breeding Bird Atlas data-gathering has stopped, 
there was still a lot of field work going on. Christian Artuso 
and others surveyed areas in the southwest and located 
numerous threatened prairie species. In mid-June he found 
50+ Sprague’s Pipits, 150+ Chestnut-collared Longspurs 
and four Baird’s Sparrows in the Ellice-Archie community 
pasture and Fort Ellice property near St. Lazare. This is well 
north of the range these species have occupied in recent 
years and may have resulted from conditions being too wet 
and lush in the extreme southwest, forcing the birds north 
to somewhat drier areas. Similarly, Paul Goossen found 
three Chestnut-collared Longspurs south of Morden on 20 
June. This species was believed to have vacated that part of 
the breeding range a few decades ago. 

Although the shorebird migration was very poor in the 
Churchill area, the presence of a Common Crane more than 
made up for this. The bird was first seen and photographed, 
in the company of several Sandhill Cranes, on 6 June by 

local resident Jennifer Azure. Its identity was soon estab-
lished and the bird became a local and national celebrity, 
attracting lots of attention from birders and the media 
alike.* It was likely that inclement weather had forced the 
cranes down, because on the first day with nice conditions 
following this cold spell, it was seen departing with seven 
Sandhill Cranes in the afternoon of 16 June. Participants in 
the Churchill Northern Studies Centre’s Springs Wings 
course were the lucky ones to witness this, as they were 
birding at Cape Merry when the cranes came over. The birds 
called frequently as they were just overhead, circled around, 
seemingly unsure of what to do. Then the Common Crane 
took the lead, the others in tow, heading straight northwest 
over the bay. A thrilling sight. 

Other birds of note in Churchill in June included a Turkey 
Vulture, a Little Gull, up to four Glaucous Gulls, an Iceland 
Gull and a female Mountain Bluebird. 

Birders visiting the southwest found a variety of “good” 
species, including a Glossy Ibis near Whitewater Lake. This 
bird was nicely photographed on 8 July by Michael Loyd. In 
May the tally of White-faced Ibises at Whitewater peaked at 
150 (Cal Cuthbert, Colin Blyth). There may have been up to 
three Lazuli Buntings south of Lyleton and there were also 
sightings of Yellow-breasted Chat, Spotted Towhee and Field 
Sparrow in the southwest. 

At least one Mississippi Kite was present for much of May in 
the vicinity of last year’s Winnipeg nesting site, but there 
was no evidence of a breeding attempt this year. The bird 
proved to be very elusive and was seen by only a few and 
photographed by Marlene Gifford. Manitoba’s third Sage 
Thrasher was found by Carole Penner and Nella Schmidt on 
10 May at St. Ambroise (see photo on next page), but it was 
gone the next day. Other one-day wonders were Scissor-
tailed Flycatchers at Ross on 5 June (Rudolf Koes) and near 
Rapid City on 8 June (Norm and Donna Short). A Yellow-
billed Cuckoo near Ste. Rita attracted lots of visitors 
between 26 June and 1 July. Eastern Meadowlarks were 
found at the Tall Grass Prairie near Tolstoi and near Darling-
ford. A Snowy Egret in northeast Winnipeg from 11 to 19 
May was seen by many (Olga Redko). 

(*See www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/blown-off-
course-eurasian-crane-spotted-in-churchill-1.3104875)

Common Crane 
in Churchill

Glossy Ibis 
near Lyleton
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The Birds of Manitoba at reduced price!
Although many Nature Manitoba members already have a copy of 
The Birds of Manitoba, there is now a chance to buy another copy at 
the reduced price of $40.00 (regular price was $63.95). The stock has 
dwindled since the newsletter announcement in the previous issue, 
and the books are now available at the discounted price to the general 
public. Books can be obtained at the office during regular office hours.

“Whenever I have a question about the status of a bird species in 
Manitoba in any season, their habitat, where they nest, etc., I always 
turn to my copy of The Birds of Manitoba. It never fails to give me  
the information I’m looking for!”

– Donna Danyluk

Kudos for Manitoba Atlas Project
22 June 2015 – The Government of Manitoba has recognized the Manitoba 
Breeding Bird Atlas with a 2015 Service Excellence Award in the partnership 
category. The project was praised for its inclusive approach that brought 
together a diverse community to build capacity for environmental monitoring 
in the province. The 17th annual award ceremony was held in Winnipeg on 
June 19. The seven partners who earned this award through joint efforts 
to make the atlas such a resounding success are: Bird Studies Canada, 
Environment Canada, Manitoba Conservation, Nature Manitoba, the Mani-
toba Museum, Manitoba Hydro, and the Nature Conservancy of Canada.

More birding trips may be added to this list, and some outings are TBA.  
Keep an eye on our website’s “Bird Outings” page for new or modified trip details.

Annual Fall Hawk Watch
Sat. September 12th

Several groups for this outing have 
already been formed but it may be 

possible to organize your own group.
Call Rudolf Koes at 204-661-0763 to 

register your group or for more info. [Nvc]

Shoal Lakes/St. Ambroise/Delta
Sat. September 26th

Join Rudolf Koes on this day-long outing 
to look for waterfowl, raptors, gulls and 

terns, late shorebirds, warblers and more. 
Contact Rudolf Koes at 204-661-0763 
for information or to register. [Nvc]

Bird Outing TBA
Sat. October 10th or 17th

Watch the website in the coming 
weeks for more details.

Lake Winnipeg Beaches
Sat. November 7th

Late fall is a good time to look for 
lingering waterfowl, raptors and gulls 
along the beaches of southeast Lake 
Winnipeg. Winter passerines, such as 
Snow Buntings and Redpolls, should 

also be present on this outing.
Contact Garry Budyk at 204-667-1062 

for information or to register. [Nvc]

Winnipeg River
Sat. December 5th

This is your chance to get a jump on 
your winter bird list. We hope to see 
waterfowl such as Long-tailed and 

Harlequin Duck, or rare gulls.
Call Peter Taylor at 1-204-753-2977 

for details or to register. [Nvc]

Sage Thrasher 
near St. Ambroise

Killdeer
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Bonnie Chartier and Marshall Birch, our summer IBA 
Program Assistant, accompanied us. Our first stop was a 
quick look at Douglas Marsh IBA, 
home of the elusive Yellow Rail. It was 
mid-afternoon, so no Yellow Rails were 
heard but we did hear Virginia Rail 
and other typical wetland species. As 
we cut down towards the Southwest 
corner we spotted two baby skunks 
at the side of the road and later on 
saw two Sprague’s Pipits calling over 
a pasture near Pipestone, as well as 
a Grasshopper Sparrow. After seeing 
many more birds before bedtime 
we finally drove towards our base 
in Tilston, but not before a badger 
darted across the road in front of us. 

Saturday morning at 5am, with thick 
mist and drizzle, had the appearance 
of my previous home in Scotland rather than Manitoba’s 
‘banana belt’. We were due to meet our landowners at 8am 
but had plenty of time to find Loggerhead Shrike and 
Ferruginous Hawk. We met with six landowners just outside 
of Lyleton just as the sun began to peek through the clouds. 
Our aim was to introduce them to some of the grassland 
birds they might find on their pastures. Landowners are 
vital for the conservation of our grassland birds. After all, 
they are managers and decision-makers on their land. It is 
therefore important to impress on them the vital role they 
can play as conservationists. We were able to give names to 
birds that some would have seen all their life but never 
identified. The highlight of the morning was not even a 
grassland bird, but two juvenile Great Horned Owls sitting 
in a shelterbelt. The remainder of Saturday was given over 
to casual birding and preparation for our blitz on Sunday.

We awoke in the morning to drier and clearer conditions 
with six teams ready to go and monitor different parts of 
the IBA (I had created maps of six subzones). Thanks to  

Ken de Smet from Manitoba Conservation, we had a very 
good idea of where both key species are regularly found 
and we were therefore able to target the best spots to find 
the birds. Where we were given permission, we walked 
some of the pastures to increase our detection rates. I was 
teamed with Garry Budyk, a fantastic bird surveyor. We 
spent the morning monitoring the pastures around Lyleton. 
In total we found 44 Chestnut-collared Longspurs but only 

one Sprague’s Pipit. From these results 
it was obvious that we would hit our 
longspur target of 90 birds but it 
looked unlikely that everyone else 
would find another 29 Sprague’s 
Pipits. How wrong we were! As other 
groups’ results began to trickle in, it 
was obvious that we were either very 
bad at finding Sprague’s Pipits, or had 
the worst place for finding them this 
year (I opt for the latter). In total we 
recorded 40 Sprague’s Pipits and 231 
Chestnut-collared Longspurs within the 
IBA, confirming that this is indeed a 
globally significant Important Bird 
Area. We also recorded numbers of 
other threatened species including 
Baird’s Sparrow (11), Ferruginous 

Hawk (4), as well as other grassland species such as Logger-
head Shrike, Bobolink and Grasshopper Sparrow. 

The information we collected will be sent to IBA Canada 
and we hope it will ultimately be used to upgrade the status 
of this IBA. We are very keen to continue to do blitzes like 
this on this IBA and others. If you would like to contribute 
to future surveys and blitzes with the Manitoba Important 
Bird Area Program please contact Tim Poole for more 
information at iba@naturemanitoba.ca or 204-943-9029.

Finally, thanks to our landowners for giving us permission 
to survey, plus those who braved the mist to come on 
Saturday morning. Thanks also to our volunteers: Christian 
Artuso, Bonnie Chartier (both of Bird Studies Canada), 
Marshall Birch (IBA Manitoba), Ken de Smet, Carla Church, 
Colin Murray (all from Manitoba Conservation), Garry 
Budyk, Colin Blyth, Scott Blyth, Gillian Richards (four great 
volunteers), and Alexandra Froese and Colin Froese (MB 
Burrowing Owl Recovery Program).

 Pipits, Longspurs and Landowners:  
Blitzing Manitoba’s most under-threat IBA

(...continued from page 1)

A rare photo of a Sprague’s Pipit 
sitting on a fencepost. They are 
most often seen or heard calling 

in flight high overhead.
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Tree Planting Campaign Success!
Three years ago, a family in St. Germain (just south of Perimeter) 
purchased a ‘Thunderchild’ Rosybloom Crabapple through Nature 
Manitoba’s Manitoba Bluebird Fund (see page 15 of the Summer 
2015 issue for this year’s tree campaign details): 

“The tree is doing really well and did in fact attract bluebirds! We put 
up two nesting boxes hoping they would use them but instead they 
were taken up by a tree swallow couple and a wren. Now that we know 
they’ll be used we’ll be putting up many more for next breeding season. 
We also have at least two breeding pairs of barn swallows nesting in 
our shop so our yard is full of songbirds. We’re trying to naturalize our 
property as much as possible and just bought another tree under your 
program (a beautiful mountain-ash)! Thanks so much for offering it!”‘Thunderchild’ crabapple  

planted in 2012
Mountain-ash 

planted this year

mailto:iba%40naturemanitoba.ca?subject=
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Chimney Swift Citizen Scientists
by Tim Poole

Since late May a small army of 
volunteers have been out and 
about across the urban areas of 

Manitoba with their eyes pinned to 
the skies. Or at least eyes pinned to 
the chimneys. A short article in the 
Nature Manitoba newsletter is not 
going to give justice to the efforts of 
every individual so instead I have 
selected a few highlights from the 
season taken from the brilliantly 
informative posts by Barb Stewart on 
the Manitoba Chimney Swift Initiative 
blog (view the blog at swift-notes.
blogspot.ca). 

May 22: In early May, sunny, warm 
weather enticed spring migrants 
which were reported in low numbers. 
Ken Wainwright had the first sight-
ings of two Chimney Swifts in 
Dauphin on Sunday, May 3; the 
following night Frank and Jacquie 
Machovec saw two in Otterburne; 
and, on May 5, Luc Blanchette confirmed the return of 
swifts to Otterburne. Then migration stalled out as a cooling 
trend occurred.

May 30: In Selkirk, the monitoring squad had one entry in 
the Merchant’s Hotel; six swifts entered the Red Brick 
Chimney and eight others disappeared in a “descent” 
trajectory nearby (another Harry Potter-esque moment!); 32 
birds entered the Tall Stack; and two swifts roosted in the 
Yellow Brick Chimney.

June 19: Exciting developments were reported for Souris. 
In early June, Ken De Smet spotted Chimney Swifts in town. 
This prompted Cal Cuthbert, Colin Blyth, and Gillian 
Richards to check things out on June 4 and we are glad they 
did. Twelve Chimney Swifts were flying about Souris and by 
the end of the roosting hour, four new active sites were 
identified! Cal Cuthbert’s “Manitobabirds” posting summa-
rizes the sleuthing: “We were not disappointed as the most we 
saw at any one time was 12. We arrived about 19:40 and 
watched till 22:05 when the last of the swifts were seen.” 

June 24: Ashley Westra had golden moments in St. Vital. 
On June 19, a chimney swift “landed” on a huge oak tree in 
her front yard for about 5 seconds. After take-off, the swift 
circled and repeated the short-lived “touch and go” landing 
while a second swift circled about and chittered. On Father’s 
Day (June 21), the same behavior took place between 5-6 
PM. Ashley was ready for a closer look: the chimney swifts 
“were branch bouncing, and going for the tips of the 
branches. What a sight to see!” The swifts were collecting 
twigs for nest building. Now the challenge is on to find the 
nearby nest site!

June 30: The “no see-um” swifts in 
Carman apparently morphed into 
stealth swifts. Characteristic chitter-
ing sounds first alerted Matt Dedrick 
to the swifts’ presence once more. 
Then it took a monitoring session at 
0515 AM on June 18 for Matt to 
confirm that a pair were established 
again in a small private residence in 
town. A third bird may be onsite also.

July 8: Fortunately, all established 
nests in St. Adolphe made it through 
the 70 mm deluge of rain. Here is the 
season summary for St. Adolphe to 
date: of five available nest sites, four 
are occupied in 2015; no swifts are 
using the SE Club Amical chimney. 
Interestingly, no late June migrants 
have arrived in town this year. Three 
stages of nesting were evident over 
two days this week. On July 6, the NE 
Club Amical and Main St. pairs 
were feeding brooded young (up to 6-7 

days of age). On July 7, the Church pair was feeding non-
brooded young (older than 6-7 days of age) and at Brodeur 
Bros., incubation continues. The unifying theme for the 
breeding activity in St. Adolphe is variation.

Collectively, our 2015 monitoring represents a significant 
increase in effort compared to 2014 when we had 35 
monitors, who spent 79 hours monitoring 23 sites in 11 
communities. By any metric you care to choose – the 
number of monitors or the number of hours contributed by 
each monitor or the number of sites and communities 
monitored – more people devoted more hours monitoring 
more sites in 2015. What made the difference? We were 
successful in reaching out and recruiting more personal 
friends to help us out this year. Also, the availability of 
volunteers who previously were involved with the Manitoba 
Breeding Bird Atlas made a huge difference in the ability 
to monitor more chimney swift sites.

D
. Lavigne
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Chimney Swift with a twig (view Dave Lavigne’s flickr 
page at: www.flickr.com/photos/dlavignephotography)

Chimney Swifts flying into the chimney 
at Assiniboine School in Winnipeg

http://swift-notes.blogspot.ca/
http://swift-notes.blogspot.ca/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/dlavignephotography


 Page 16 Nature Manitoba News Vol. 7, Issue 4 - Fall 2015

Manitoba Peregrine Falcon Recovery Project: 2015 Update
by Tracy Maconachie, Project Coordinator of the MB Peregrine Falcon Recovery Project

The Project’s 35th year started out as every year begins, with 
anticipation and excitement to see who returns when, where 
and with whom. Most of our resident birds returned pretty 

much on time, although not without some conflict.

The male we’ve had at the West Winnipeg nest since 2010 appears 
to have fought with another bird and lost – most likely another 
peregrine and probably this year’s new West Winnipeg male. This 
new male isn’t actually new, just new to the West Winnipeg 
territory; he’s been nesting north of Winnipeg since 2012. Interest-
ingly, a few days later an unbanded bird was found injured and we 
suspect it is the new West Winnipeg male’s former mate. Unfortu-
nately, neither this unbanded bird nor the old West Winnipeg male 
will be returning to the wild as their injuries were just too severe. 
Fortunately, however, it appears that we have 
found homes for both of them, not always an 
easy task.

By mid-April, we had identified nine birds by 
their leg bands, of which four pairs – Radisson, 
West Winnipeg, Logan and McKenzie Seeds 
– were busy incubating eggs by the end of  
the month. By mid-May we had identified another five birds – four 
Manitoba “kids”, three returning for the first time, one returning 
for a second year, and a Fargo male who has been hinting he might 
nest in the province for the last three years. Because of their age 
and late return, we weren’t sure any of these pairs would settle 
down to nest but stranger things have happened. Usually we 
continue to check nest and roost sites through the summer and  
this year, with the loss of two breeding adults, we decided we’d 
continue the practice, just in case. 

On the Victoria Day weekend, southern Manitoba was hit by a 
huge storm which wasn’t a problem for the pairs using nestboxes, 
but the Radisson pair had inexplicably chosen to nest on the hotel’s 
east-side ledge again and, as in other storms in past years, they 
lost their nest. Meanwhile the West Winnipeg, Logan and McKen-
zie Seeds pairs were tucked up in their nestboxes and although the 
adults got wet, their eggs remained high and dry.

Usually our hatchings are staggered over the course of a couple  
of weeks, but not this year. All three nests hatched 
within days of each other in the first week of June 
producing a total of 10 chicks. When they were 
banded in mid-June, we found we had two female 
chicks at West Winnipeg, four male chicks at Logan 
and two of each at McKenzie Seeds. At the end of the 
month, we found that the Fargo male had finally 
stopped hinting and we had a fifth nest. Unfortu-
nately, we couldn’t access the chicks early enough to 
band them safely but by their size, we knew had 
another male and two female chicks, bringing our 
chick total at the end of June to thirteen – six 
females, seven males. 

The first weekend in July was both good and bad for 
our peregrines. Male chicks fledge earlier than female 
chicks, and our Logan males decided to take the leap 
on July 2nd and 3rd which was excellent news. They 
were the right age and the winds were light which is 
perfect for fledging. Unfortunately, the weather on 
July 4th turned nasty – another storm blew through 
and two of the Logan chicks died as they tried to get 
back to the nestsite. A third chick was grounded but 

was uninjured and, after getting checked out by Prairie Wildlife 
Rehab, he was reunited with his brother at their nestsite. It took 
them a couple of days before they ventured off their ledge again, 
but the wait did them good and they have had no problems since.

A week later, the West Winnipeg and McKenzie Seeds chicks 
fledged about the same time and had no problems until August 
3rd, when one of the West Winnipeg females was rescued by the 
folks at Wildlife Haven. She was found to be dehydrated but it 
appears she had no other injuries. While still in care at the time of 
writing this report, we hope we will have been able to return to 
her parents before the end of August. Also rescued was one of the 
Fargo male’s female chicks, unfortunately, she did injure herself 
and it was so severe that she had to be euthanized. 

So the 2015 Peregrine Season brought both 
good news and sad times. To summarize the 
good, seventeen birds returned to southern 
Manitoba, from which we had five confirmed 
nests and thirteen chicks that survived to 
fledge. That’s no mean feat! On the flip side, 
we lost two adult birds from our wild breeding 

population along with (to date) five eggs and three, perhaps four, 
fledglings. Because the Peregrine Falcon Recovery Project works to 
support the peregrines while they are nesting, we often get hung 
up on the losses, despite knowing that 50 to 70% of all peregrine 
chicks will die in the first year. We are always wondering what 
more we could do to improve the birds’ chances for survival while 
they are here. Mostly, the answer is: give them safe, protected 
places to nest and hope they choose to use them. And even though 
we lost three chicks at fledging this year, we have ten chicks that 
have survived their first big obstacles – hatching and fledging. 
With luck, all ten of our fledglings will survive to migrate south 
and if we are very, very lucky, most of them will survive their first 
winter away from home and we will see them again next spring... 
or the spring after. We’ll be here, waiting to see who comes home 
when, where and with whom.

For more information about this year’s Project, please visit our 
website at www.species-at-risk.mb.ca/peregrines.

Beatrix, a West Winnipeg 
female Peregrine, in April 2015
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“Seventeen birds returned 
to southern Manitoba, 

from which we had five 
confirmed nests and thirteen 

chicks that survived to fledge.”

http://www.species-at-risk.mb.ca/peregrines
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Paddling the Seine River: 
Coming Full Circle

by Curt Belton,  
Executive Director, Manitoba Eco-Network 

(reprinted from the Summer 2015 issue of the 
Manitoba Eco-Network’s Eco-Journal)

Back in the late 1960s and early ‘70s, we had a lot of freedom 
and trust from our parents. As free-range kids of the latter 
part of the baby boom, we had the opportunity to explore 

our neighbourhoods and all of the enchanting natural spaces that 
still remained. 

In the summer, one of my favourites was the Seine River at the 
end of Alpine Avenue in St. Vital. There was an old wooden bridge 
over the river, we made tree forts, there was wildlife and of 
course, “pollution.” This came in all forms: shopping carts, tires, 
bags, rubble, and whatever people could manage to toss into the 
river. I remember the early Seine River clean-up initiatives and 
thinking that we were really making a difference by helping to get 
this junk out of the river. As kids, we were so disappointed when 
we would notice that after a while people would use the river as a 
dump once again. What were they thinking?

We loved being down by the Seine, it was a 
magical world all of its own and it felt like 
we were out in the country. There were still 
folks who had horses and even cows nearby. 
The days flew by when we were by the river 
and we were blissful in our ignorance. We 
had no idea that the flow of the river had 
been restricted to 25 per cent of its natural flow as it passed under 
the Red River Floodway, and we had no concept of the impact of 
decisions made by the municipal governments of the day that 
allowed development to encroach on the river. If you look at some 
of the apartments built in the 1960s, it looks like they tried to 
ignore the river, while some of the newer developments have 
obviously been situated near the Seine because of its natural 
beauty but arguably too close for the preservation of the riparian 
habitat. Are we still allowing development to encroach on the river 
40 years later?

One day late in April on a whim I returned with my wife Lianne to 
the magical world of the Seine. We put in our canoe at the 
crossing on Creek Bend Road and disappeared into a place of 
beauty. I can’t say that there was no “pollution” as we called it in 
the ‘60s, but I was impressed by how clean the river was for early 
spring. Save our Seine has obviously done a great job of acting as 
stewards and educating people about the issues that face an urban 
river. Their goal is to “Preserve, protect and enhance the natural 
environment & heritage resource of the Seine River.” I am grateful 

that someone is doing this.

As we slipped silently along the Seine we 
were greeted by Canada Geese, alert and on 
guard, hissing at us and trying to distract us 
as they led us away from their nests. We also 
met Mallards, Wood Ducks, and Hooded 
Mergansers who startled us as much as we 

startled them. Deer were abundant as they cast their inquisitive 
eyes on us as we drifted by, and it was absolutely unbelievable 
how many painted turtles we saw. At one point we saw a turtle 
statue that someone had placed on the bank of the river close by a 
log that must have had 20 turtles on it basking in the sun. You can 
imagine our shock when this dusty statue started to move and we 
discovered that it was in fact a huge snapping turtle. Songbirds, 
woodpeckers and even a woodchuck lumbering along rounded out 
this riparian adventure, along with the occasional fish surfacing. 
Wow, there still are fish in the Seine!

After three hours we ended up at Morier  
Park and I was so reluctant to leave the river 
world. We weren’t the only ones enjoying the 
Seine either. We exchanged greetings with the 
lucky folks who live by the river, saw a church 
picnic, parent and child kayakers, cyclists, 
joggers, and walkers in the Bois des Espirits, 
and other canoeists like us. I can’t imagine a 
better way to spend a Sunday afternoon than 
immersed in nature and sharing the river with 
so many of our fellow creatures, feather, fur, 
and fin. How is it that having grown up and 
lived my whole life in the area that I had 
never before canoed down the Seine? Maybe  
I need to give myself permission to be a free- 
range adult, to explore like I did when I was  
a kid, and come back full circle.

If you feel the urge to connect with nature 
and get away from the hustle and bustle of 
the day I highly recommend a tranquil float 
down the Seine; who knows who you will 
meet or what you will see.
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Just one of the many wonders 
you can find along the Seine.

A wide variety of wildlife can be seen along 
the Seine, including this painted turtle.

“We loved being down by the 
Seine, it was a magical 

world all of its own and it felt 
like we were out in the country.”
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Monday, October 26, 2015

A million ways to die: The bizarre 
and fascinating interactions between 

parasitoids and their hosts

Miles Zhang, Ph.D. Candidate, Dept. of 
Entomology, University of Manitoba

Parasitoids are a diverse group of insects with life cycles 
perfect for a horror movie, as they often lay their eggs 

inside their host and devour their prey from within. Learn what 
it is to be a parasitoid, get an overview of the major groups, 
and see some of the interesting ways these creatures attack 
their hosts.

A bug nerd since he was old enough to walk, Miles completed 
his masters on parasitic wasps associated with rose galls at 
Laurentian University. He is currently working on the evolution 
of braconid wasps with Dr. Barb Sharanowski at the University 
of Manitoba.

Monday, November 16, 2015

Reconstructing the diet ecology 
of the elusive Canada lynx

Christa M. Szumski, Ph.D. Candidate, Dept. of 
Biological Sciences, University of Manitoba

Chemically speaking, you are what you eat, and from just a 
few strands of hair scientists are able to reconstruct the 

diets of animals. Christa Szumski is a Ph.D. candidate at the 
University of Manitoba studying the ecology of Canada lynx 
across their range. The reclusive nature of these wild cats 
makes them particularly challenging to study, especially over 
large geographic areas. Christa has been tapping the data-rich 
source of furs to uncover new ecological lessons about lynx. 
From the diets of thousands of animals, Christa will explain 
how relationships among lynx and with other carnivores are 
affected by prey on the landscape.

Monday, December 7, 2015

Connecting Hearts and Minds: Engaging 
the Public in our Protected Areas

Michaela Kent, Parks Canada Superintendent,  
Riding Mountain National Park

The first National Parks Act (1911) set the guiding philoso-
phy for Canada’s national park system with the statement 

that national parks “are hereby dedicated to the people of 
Canada, for their benefit, education and enjoyment... and the 
parks shall be maintained and made use of so as to leave them 
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.” Over  
100 years later, this is still the foundation of Parks Canada’s 
mandate. To ensure that our national parks, national historic 
sites and national marine conservation areas remain relevant  
to Canadians and that they feel a strong sense of connection  
to these nationally significant treasures, Parks Canada has 
undertaken a whole host of new activities both at our places, 
but also beyond our boundaries. Come and hear about what  
we have been doing to connect Canadians, grow our visitation 
and ultimately ensure that our places are here for generations 
to come!

Welcome to our two new  
Discovery Evening volunteers!

We’re pleased to announce that two new members have 
stepped in to coordinate our Discovery Evening program. 

Sandy Hayglass will be working with our speakers and 
CCFM, and Joe Leven will be looking after the evening 

details. Welcome aboard to them both! And many thanks 
to hard-working volunteers Dianne Beaven and Donna 

Danyluk (who together set up this season’s program), as 
well as Les McCann. They have all contributed greatly to 

the Discovery Evening program over the past several years. 

To our loyal Discovery Evening audience: If you have 
suggestions for speaker ideas for future programs, or 

would like to help out at our admissions table, please send 
an email to NatureMBDiscoveryEvenings@gmail.com.

Nature Manitoba’s Discovery Evenings are held 
at Le Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain, 340 

Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface. All programs will 
be held in Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (2nd floor).

Programs start at 7:30 pm except for the March 
21st, 2016 A.G.M. which starts at 7:00pm. 

Admission is $2 for members / $3 for non-
members. Members must show member card. 

For more information, call the Nature Manitoba office 
at 204-943-9029 or email info@naturemanitoba.ca.
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Monday, January 11, 2016

A presentation on Tourism in Churchill  
by Bonnie Chartier 

Details will be on our website and in the next newsletter.

Monday, February 8, 2016

The Wild Turkey in Manitoba: 
History and Current Management

Brian Kiss, Biologist, Manitoba Conservation

How long would you survive outside during a Manitoba 
winter without a hat, hair, or feathers on the top of your 

head? Probably not too long, but then again you’re not a wild 
turkey! Brian Kiss will explain how these birds initially came  
to our province, well north of their ancestral range, and how 
they’ve been able to survive in this climate, to the extent that 
they now inhabit a large portion of southern Manitoba. He will 
also explain how his recent research on turkey ecology in the 
Pembina Valley region is being used to guide management of 
this species throughout the province, and possibly elsewhere in 
Western Canada. There’s a little more history to this bird than 
just Thanksgiving dinner!

Monday, March 14, 2016

The mysteries of songbird migration 
revealed: tracking long-distance 
migration using new technology

Dr. Kevin Fraser, Department of Biological 
Sciences, University of Manitoba

Migration is a fascinating natural phenomenon that has in-
trigued humans for centuries. Billions of songbirds make 

epic migratory journeys every year between their breeding 
sites in North America and their overwintering homes in the 
New World Tropics, yet we are only just beginning to unravel 
the mysteries of migration. Using new technology, we can now 
track the specific migratory routes and behaviour of individual 
birds, providing important new insights into how birds time 
their travels, respond to weather, and where specifically our 
Canadian breeding birds spend the rest of their year. With 
many songbird species experiencing steep rates of population 
decline, there is an added urgency to mapping songbird migra-
tion and understanding which populations may be most at 
risk in our changing world. Kevin Fraser studies the migration 
ecology and conservation of long-distance migratory songbirds. 
He will present new data on the migration and ecology of 
several songbird species that breed in Manitoba, including 
Purple Martin, Canada Warbler, and Mountain Bluebird. 

Monday, March 21, 2016 
(early start at 7:00 pm)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
& Members’ Night

Our Annual General Meeting will begin at 7:00 pm, followed 
by one or two member presentations (see notice at left).

Are the Grey Hares in a garden or a dining room 
here? The answer is BOTH! This Fort Richmond 
garden was a stop on our Garden Cycle Tour on 

July 22. The owners have constructed an extremely 
comfortable outdoor space in the backyard, with 

several amenities including this elegant dining area.

Fifteen Grey Hares spent an enjoyable four days canoeing 
and hiking together at Rushing River from July 7-10. 
Good friends, good food, good activities and mostly 

good weather were the order of the day. Each evening 
ended with a singalong to guitar accompaniment... great 

fun! Charles Begley (kneeling) was the trip leader.

Wanted: Members’ Night Presentations
We’re looking for two 20-minute presentations on 

nature-related topics to accompany our Annual General 
Meeting on March 21. Travelogues should have a 

strong nature component. Contact Sandy Hayglass 
at NatureMBDiscoveryEvenings@gmail.com.
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Grey Hares Enjoy the Summer
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401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1G4
Phone: 204-943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About Nature Manitoba

Nature Manitoba is people sharing a passion for nature. 
Since its foundation in 1920, Nature Manitoba’s mission has 
been to promote awareness, appreciation and understand-
ing of nature, and to preserve and enjoy it. In support of this 
mission, Nature Manitoba offers a wide variety of educa-
tional programs and publications, supports research into 
Manitoba’s biological and geophysical diversity, organizes 
field trips and outdoor activities year-round, and advocates 
for the protection of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Join online at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

BIRD AND WILDLIFE TOUR IN ARGENTINA
November 18 – December 1, 2015

Worldwide Ecotours is offering an exciting nature 
and photography tour this fall in Argentina. 
November is 'baby season' and you have an 
opportunity to tango with young penguins, 
Capybara, Rhea, and other South American 
wildlife. Your tour host, Leslie Tuchek is an 

ecological educator who has guided tours for 
the University of Saskatchewan Distance 

Education for eight years. Leslie is an avid birder, 
nature lover and wildlife photographer.

 

For more information and 
detailed itinerary contact:

Leslie Tuchek
leslie.tuchek@usask.ca
Tel: 306.982.2466
Ruth MacRae
ruth@worldwideecotours.com
Tel: 1-888-778-2378

Our next series of Discovery Evenings begins on Monday, 
October 26. See pages 18-19 for the full program listing.

GIANT GARAGE SALE
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Sat. September 19th 2015 
Nature Manitoba’s next Giant Garage Sale is at Holy  

Cross School in St. Boniface. Volunteers are needed for  
this event! Contact the office at 204-943-9029.

Charleswood Ski Club  
Recreational Skiing
(you don’t have to live in Charleswood to join)

Do you enjoy recreational 
cross country skiing?
Would you like to ski with sociable people at places such  
as Sandilands, Grand Beach, Bittersweet, Shannondale, 
Pumpkin Creek, Birch, Pinawa, Spruce Woods, Kenora, 
Turtle Mountain, Birds Hill Park, Beaudry Park, Windsor 
Park, Duck Mountain SK, and Canmore AB? 

If so, you should join the Charleswood Ski Club.

Our 200+ members are skiers of all skill levels and ages. In 
addition to day-trips, bus trips and weekend trips, we offer 
non-skiing social opportunities, an early season lesson 
session led by CANSI-certified ski instructors, and a 
schedule of summer activities such as hiking. Annual 
membership begins Oct. 1st.

To learn more, go to charleswoodskiclub.ca or email 
charleswoodskiclub@gmail.com.
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