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Proposed Polar Bear  
Provincial Park
A vision founded on  
foresight and prosperity
by Joshua Pearlman, Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society – Manitoba Chapter (reprinted from the Spring 
2014 issue of the Manitoba Eco-Network Eco-Journal)

The rich, sweet smells of lichen and bog laurel escort 
us across the landscape, springing forth with each 
step in the soft tundra. I gently scrape a hand over  

the moist, low vegetation and effortlessly turn up a multi-
coloured bounty of pink, black and deep purple. “Inuit 
Smarties,” my guide jokes as he gulps down a medley of 
cranberries, crowberries and blueberries.

Far from barren, the tundra and subarctic forests surround-
ing Manitoba’s Hudson Bay coast yield incredible abun-
dance that sustains both the people and wildlife that thrive 
here. Wolves, foxes and wolverine hunt and scavenge on the 
heels of moose, hares and thunderous herds of caribou that 
in turn feed on the plants and lichen anchored in the deep, 

peat-rich soils. In summers, over 250 species of birds call 
this place home. 

Despite this dramatic diversity, it is the polar bear that 
draws people from across the planet to experience Mani-
toba’s northern paradise. The continued health of this 
vibrant ecology and this iconic ambassador of the arctic  
are key ingredients to maintaining healthy and prosperous 
regional communities. The recently proposed Polar Bear 
Provincial Park presents an opportunity to secure this 
prosperity and assert Manitoba as a global leader in large 
landscape conservation. A lack of accessibility has left many 
of Manitoba’s northern regions little changed in the last 
century. Though technology and climate change are rapidly 

Nature Manitoba News  
to become quarterly newsletter

The newsletter you are reading is the last bimonthly 
issue. Starting with the September 2014 issue we 
will be moving to a quarterly schedule for Nature 

Manitoba News (see page 2 for details). (continued on page 7...)
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President’s Corner
by Donald Himbeault

Announcing our  
Quarterly Newsletter

The newsletter you are reading now is the last 
one to be published with a two-month horizon. 
Starting with the September issue we will be moving to a quarterly 

schedule for Nature Manitoba News. There are three main reasons for this 
change. One is budgetary in reaction to rising costs, most notably with increas-
ing postal rates, at a time when we are struggling to keep our budget in balance. 
The savings realized in moving from 6 issues per year to 4 should essentially 
offset these increases. 

The second reason is the greater use of email and social media as a means to 
keep members informed of our activities. Accordingly, there is no longer the 
same need to have a frequent paper publication to achieve this. While we don’t 
expect our trip leaders to extend their planning horizon to four months, we’ll 
include as many outdoor activities as possible in our quarterly issue. Even so, 
the best way to stay informed about the complete offerings of the outdoor 
program has for some time now either been through our website or signing up 
for our “triplist” email, which is updated weekly. 

Finally, even though we have a paid contract 
with an editor, the newsletter still requires 
significant volunteer input. Those volunteers 
have done phenomenal work over the years  
and, being human, need a break. New volun-
teers with a propensity for communications  
and media are hard to find, and fewer people 
are actually contributing articles to the newslet-
ter. We have concluded that the best way to 
maintain the high-quality of the newsletter with the resources available is to 
change the frequency from 6 to 4 issues per year. At the same time, we are 
planning to make further improvements to our electronic communications with 
a view to making Nature Manitoba information more accessible and intuitive.

Even though the newsletter will appear less frequently, there is still a need for 
member contributions. I would strongly encourage those members with a 
knowledge of natural history to share that knowledge with the rest of us. There 
is also a continuing need for reports on Nature Manitoba trips and other activi-
ties, for contributions to the Encounters of the Natural Kind column, and other 
topical issues. It’s your newsletter, it will be what you make it.

Canada Post Publications Mail Sales 
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Issued 6 times a year as the official 
publication of Nature Manitoba. 
Subscriptions are a benefit of membership. 
See backpage for membership details. 
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“I would strongly 
encourage 

those members with a 
knowledge of natural 

history to share 
that knowledge with 

the rest of us....”

Quarterly Newsletter Schedule 
(Beginning September 2014)

FALL  
September/October/November 

Deadline: August 1st

SPRING  
March/April/May 

Deadline: February 1st

WINTER  
December/January/February 

Deadline: November 1st

SUMMER  
June/July/August 

Deadline: May 1st

mailto:info%40naturemanitoba.ca?subject=
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca
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by Tommy Allen
photo: Driese (in Churchill)
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Roger grew up 
in St. Boniface, 
where he played along the 

Seine River building forts, catching 
crayfish and chasing field mice. His 
dad, a fourth generation metis, was 
often up north working in the mines, 
so Roger didn’t get out camping until 
his teenage years when he and his 
friends would frequent Birds Hill 
Park and Grand Beach – although not 
particularly for the natural scenery.

While Roger was still in high school he 
began working as a roofer with his 
father, and by the age of 18 he and his 
brother worked as roofing sub-contrac-
tors. Despite having a dangerous job, it 
was playing kung-fu on 
some winter ice that 
landed him a broken hip 
in his early 20s. As 
roofing was no longer 
an option for work, he 
was drawn to an ad in the paper for a 
taxidermist job at Hawkins Taxidermists, 
hoping to learn more about wildlife and 
biology. He worked there for five years, 
and got to travel to various fishing and 
hunting lodges, including a three-month 
visit to the Northwest Territories where 
he began collecting plant specimens as a 
hobby. The staff at Hawkins also went 
on 2-3 day canoe trips on the White-
mouth River, which is how Roger got 
introduced to canoeing. He left Hawkins 

to start his own taxidermy 
business, but after another five 

years he lost interest and went back to 
roofing and carpentry. He also began 
painting wildlife and prairie landscapes, 
which has evolved into abstract painting 
(find him on twitter @rogerspaintings).

It wasn’t until the early 90s that Roger 
heard about the MNS on CBC Radio. A 
member was discussing how participants 
in canoe trips often needed paddling 
partners. Roger became a member and 
loved the opportunity it provided to 
explore the outdoors. He has not been 
out of the country, but insists that 
Manitoba has enough interesting places 
to discover. He led his first outdoor trip 

at Falcon Lake, where the 
group also snorkeled and 
even found an underwa-
ter geocache. 

As you can tell in the 
Outdoor Activities section 

of the latest newsletters, Roger is still 
leading many trips, mostly hikes. Two 
years ago, a tradition was started of 
having a BBQ potluck after his trips, as a 
way to relax and socialize outdoors. 
Roger is also now a board member of 
Nature Manitoba, and one of his biggest 
hopes is that people will bring their kids 
on some of the trips, to both educate 
them and ensure there will be trip 
leaders for the next generations.

RogeR 
SutheRland

Welcome New Members!
April 15th to June 14th, 2014

Jeff Baty
Mary Kay Boguski

John Carney
David Connors & Sharon McDonald

Linda Dreger
Beverley & Will Eert

Jennifer Johnsen
Victoria Macdonald

Ian McCall
Heather Robbins

John Schulz
Rod Shannon

Kathryn Smandych
Peggy Smith
Beth Spurway

Krystyna Szypowska
Delores Thiel

Christine Urban
Carien van Rensburg

Jason Watts
Alana Wilcox

Lily Woo
Greg Yakimischak

Our Natural 
Garden Tour 2014
Saturday July 5th, 2014

Don’t forget about Our Natural Garden 
Tour on July 5th – join us for another 

day of flora, fauna and fun. Tickets are 
$15, available from the Nature 
Manitoba office or from various 

vendors (see our website for details 
www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q= 

content/our-natural-garden-tour).

Office Seeking  
Bar-sized Fridge

The Nature Manitoba office is 
wondering if any members have 
a small, bar-sized fridge that they 
could donate to the office. If you 
do, please call 204-943-9029.

“Manitoba 
has enough 

interesting places 
to discover....”

http://twitter.com/rogerspaintings
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=content/our-natural-garden-tour
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=content/our-natural-garden-tour
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Tom Walker  
(1925-2014)

Thomas Pendrell Walker died peacefully on May 24, 2014 at 
St. Boniface Hospital at the age of 89 years. He will be 

missed dearly by his family, wife Gail, son Rod, daughters 
Emily and Becky, and seven grandchildren. Funeral Service was 
held at St. George’s Anglican Church.

Tom was instrumental in the initial purchase of Mantario cabin 
by the Manitoba Naturalists Society, and in establishing the 
Mantario summer program designed to provide wilderness, 
recreational and environmental education.

Rest in Peace, kindred soul.

The following story of Mantario was written by Tom Walker for 
Volume 2 of the History of the Manitoba Naturalists Society 
(1942-1975), published in 1977. Tom was Chairman of the 
Man tario Sub-committee at the time. Ardythe McMaster says:  
“I was on the MNS board in those years, and I recall it as a heady 
venture, led by a man with quiet resolve, enduring patience, and 
great skill.”

mantario – a Wilderness Project
At 5:30 am on December 31, 1973, four men and a girl 

reluctantly rose from their beds and looked in half-
frozen astonishment at the temperature. The outside 
thermometer read minus 50 degrees F, and the inside one, 
minus 30 degrees F.

The four men were Frank Braun, Darvel Lloyd (currently 
residing in Antarctica), Bob Hamlin and myself. The girl was 
Emily, my then 13-year old daughter, Junior Naturalist and 
conscripted bush cook.

The location was the Walker family’s uninsulated summer 
cottage at Winnitoba on the CNR mainline just west of the 
Ontario boundary. The ungodly hour of rising was prompted 
by the fact that this was Takeover Day, when we were to 
meet two provincial conservation officers at Mantario Lake 
cabin, 12 miles to the north, and take possession of the 
premises on behalf of the Manitoba Naturalists Society. 
Since we weren’t too sure of what awaited us at the other 
end, we opted for an early start to allow us time to make a 
return trip the same day, if necessary.

The Society’s involvement with 
Mantario had already come a fair 
distance even at that date. It was 
February 1972 when Ed Boudreaux 
organized the first ski and snowshoe 
outing, which was followed a year 
later by a similar trip under the leader-
ship of Alice Bossenmaier. At that 
point, we had paid more than $100 
per weekend to rent the cabin from a 
commercial operator, who in turn was 
leasing it from the province.

It was about this point, in early 1973, 
that a small nucleus of us decided, 

with the backing of the Executive, to make application to 
the province to take over the lease when it next came up for 
renewal later in the year. Our application was supported by 
the Society and ten community organizations, on the basis 
of the service we would undertake to perform for recreation 
and environmental purposes. 

Our commitment was to provide nondestructive outdoor 
recreation to a maximum number of users at a minimum 
price. The fee was reduced to $2.00 per day per person, and 
non-mechanized access (hiking, canoeing, etc.) was to be a 
condition of use.

Mantario now became a wilderness hostel for hikers, 
snowshoers etc. rather than a fly-in or power toboggan 
lodge. The no-littering, no-firearms rule was also introduced 
at this point, and emphasis was placed upon the develop-
ment of wilderness travel and interpretive skills.

What happened to the fivesome from Winnitoba? They 
made the trip minus Emily, who was invited to remain at a 

neighbouring cottage and who hasn’t 
quite forgiven us to this day. The 
heavily constructed and insulated 
lodge at Mantario was like heaven 
compared to the Walker icebox, and 
the New Year, as well as the new 
venture, was toasted with cocoa at 
10:30 pm by the “sporty foursome”.

Since then Mantario has logged well in 
excess of 300 user-days (still well short 
of our initial objective of 1000 persons 
per year). An all-weather hiking trail 
has been marked between Winnitoba 
and Mantario, and the old boat shed 
converted to a sauna through the 

Tom and his best friend and wife  
Gail Walker (Dec. 10 2013).
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Map showing the routes to the Mantario 
Wilderness Centre. Drawn for the MNS 
Bulletin, March 1974 by Don McMaster.
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manTario Summer Program 2014
The Mantario Committee is looking forward to another exciting  

Summer Program. If you haven’t yet decided how to spend your 
summer vacation, take advantage of the special discount offered to 
members for a fully guided and programmed week at the beautiful 
Mantario Cabin.

Members who would like to experience the Mantario Cabin for the first 
time outside of the Mantario Summer Program are welcome to inquire 
at the office about private or member-led trips as they arise. 

Explore Mantario 
with Al Louer 
July 7 - 11, 2014
Explore the Mantario Lake wilderness with Al Louer. Hike the trails and 
canoe Mantario Lake or one of the other surrounding lakes. Discover 
and enjoy the many plants, birds and animals that inhabit this wonder-
land, keeping many nature-lovers like Al coming back every year. Al will 
show you all his favorite places on and around the island and help you 
discover your own.

Mantario Living 
with Marc Leclair 
July 14 - 18, 2014
Fishing, blueberry picking, exploring, swimming, sitting in the sauna 
watching the sun set or reading a book, you decide your week. Mantario 
is all about getting away from it all and enjoying the great outdoors.

Family Week 1 
with Pat Nowicki 
July 21 - 25, 2014
Come out and enjoy Mantario with Pat, learning to appreciate the  
beauty of the area. The Mantario Cabin will give you great memories  
of different activities on or off the island. Whether it’s jumping off the 
dock, discovering the forest trails, or enjoying seeing one of the many 
creatures who share the island, Mantario will keep you and your kids 
coming back for more.

Family Week 2 
with Gillian Brennan 
August 4 - 8, 2014
Tear the kids away from their electronic devices and join Gillian on a 
wilderness adventure. Enjoy paddling, swimming, hiking, and exploring 
the island – and maybe introduce them to a new lifelong passion! 

Astronomy 
with Jennifer West 
August 19 - 23, 2014
Mantario can be enjoyed not only during the day but also at night. After 
the day activities of hiking, swimming and relaxing Jennifer West will 
show you the wonders of the night sky as it was intended. Forget TV, 
Gameboy or the movies, the night sky at Mantario is breathtaking. 

2014 raTeS 
5 Day Trip (includes food & t-shirt) 

Adult (non-members) ...................................................................$415*
Members of Nature Manitoba (also full-time students,  
seniors 65+, and youth aged 14-17 with parent)  .........................$380*
Under 18 (only for Family Weeks) ................................................ $140
*Early-bird Rates: Deduct $35 for registrations before June 1st.

You can register and pay your deposit on our website: 

www.MantarioCabin.ca

Join an all-inclusive guided trip to Mantario cabin in Manitoba’s pristine wilderness
Details and dates at                              204-943-9029 or at www.MantarioCabin.ca

5 day canoe adventures
in July and August

Nature Manitoba publication

4.9375” wide by 4.9167” high

Nature Manitoba - (Mantario Cabin committee)

for technical concerns, contact Brian Hydesmith
design@hydesmith.com  204 487 0067

initiative of Lorne Hyde who joined us later in 
1974. While involvement of outside organiza-
tions has been disappointing, outdoor educa-
tion school trips are being scheduled by our 
present trip director, Laurie Logan.

One of the most worthwhile returns from the 
project has been the number of conservation-
minded people it has attracted. The names 
are too numerous to list, but many have 
made outstanding contributions to this and 
other activity areas of the Manitoba Natural-
ists Society. Speaking from personal experi-
ence, the “fun” part of Mantario has been in 
the bush; the rough part in the city. For hand- 
ling the rough part at the outset, we, the 
present users, are indebted to the original 
steering committee of Gene Bossenbaier, 
Doug Kyle, Art Meers, Janice Kaminsky and 
myself (Tom Walker).

Several members organized one more trip into Mantario for Tom and his wife Gail in 
2007 (his 82nd year). This is the group arriving at the Mantario Cabin July 20, 2007 – 
John Gray, Les McCann, Bob Hamlin, Pat Gray, Gail Walker, Tom Walker, Jerry Zaste.

John G
ray

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=mantario-summer-program
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=mantario-summer-program


 Page 6 Nature Manitoba News Vol. 6, Issue 4 - July / Aug. 2014

…on the sad tale of the 
Seine River Greenway
by Roger Turenne

Several years ago, in a scene reminis-
cent of the lone Chinese dissident 
standing in front of a tank in Tianan-

men Square, Marcel Richot stood in front of 
a bulldozer in a wooded area along the Seine River in Southeast 
Winnipeg to halt the destruction of a beautiful natural space in a 
city not known for an overabundance of such places. This was 
part of a multiyear effort, ultimately successful, to establish the 
Bois-des-esprits as a small jewel in Winnipeg’s green spaces and a 
vital link in the long-held dream to see a 
natural park established along the full length 
of this scenic river in the heart of Winnipeg.

The fight over the Bois-des-esprits was a 
classic example of how things are done in 
Winnipeg. Developers drive the agenda and a 
supine City Council goes along, lured by the 
mirage of increased tax revenues for the city. Citizens band 
together in organizations such as Save Our Seine (SOS) and 
OURS, create a big fuss, and shame the city into doing what it 
should have done in the first place. 

Fast-forward to today. Along comes another developer-driven 
proposal to put up more McMansions in an area called Precinct 
K in southeast Winnipeg along the Seine River south of the 
Bois-des-esprits. This plan leaves almost nothing for green space 
along the river, in some places not even enough for a walkway. It 
is a direct threat to the vision of a linear park. A public forum 
was held on May 22 with a view to mobilizing public opinion 
against the project. But why, oh why, do we have to re-fight this 
battle again?

In 1980 the City adopted the Seine River Park Study. It was a 
truly visionary plan which called for passive nature areas along 
with sports facilities along the 26 km length of the river. Under 
pressure from developers, the plan was all too often ignored. It 
did leave one important legacy, however: a “Waterway charge” 
to purchase land in the Seine River floodplain. The problem with 
this fund is that it does not explicitly acknowledge natural areas. 
Twenty years later, in 2000, a scaled-down plan called the Seine 
River Greenway Study was adopted. Again, it was honored more 
in the breach than in the execution.

So where are we now? Michele Kading, SOS’s Executive Director, 
puts it this way “The river has been severely impacted by the 
introduction of roads, bridges, and drainage associated with 
development. Property has been acquired for parks only as 
opportunities arose. Little funding has been made available to 
develop the Greenway for wider community use. The result is a 
fragmented greenway. Developments restrict the movement of 

people and wildlife. Trails abruptly end and 
reappear further down the bank. Visitors 
park in private lots because there are no 
public entry points.”

The Precinct K plan is now being fast-
tracked with very limited public consulta-
tion. There has been little discussion or 

exchange of ideas. Not all stakeholders were included. By the 
time this goes to press, City Council’s Riel Community Commit-
tee will have made a decision whether to recommend approval 
of the plan. Citizens groups have been calling for a postpone-
ment of the plan to allow the necessary time to make a legacy 
decision for the protection of the Seine River area. 

Most cities have green-space planning and processes in place. 
The City of Winnipeg does not. Apparently the City doesn’t even 
get to decide where streets are to be routed, where precisely 
schools or community centres will be located, or where green 
spaces will be preserved. Developers do. This is nuts!

Something to think about as we approach the October 2014 
municipal elections.

N
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The Seine River on a Nature Manitoba 
paddle in the Precinct K area.
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altering this, the north is still largely undeveloped. This 
presents a globally-rare opportunity for careful, large-scale 
planning to realize a landscape where thriving communities 
and thriving ecosystems exist harmoniously.

The incredible scale and significance of such an opportunity 
is often lost on Canadians with little reference point for 
measures of “vastness.” While Europe works to protect dis-
parate pockets of land totalling 10,000 km2 with the hopes 
of restoring their lost wilderness, Manitoba’s proposed Polar 
Bear Provincial Park may see over 29,000 km2 (4.5 per cent 
of Manitoba) of continuous and ecologically significant 
lands protected for our future. Include the existing Wapusk 
National Park (11,475 km2) and we could see a continuous 
protected area comparable in size to the Netherlands.

The benefits are ecological,  
cultural, and economic.
Evidence of reduced polar bear health, as well as reduced 
rates of reproduction and cub survival, should be enough to 
put us on guard. But despite these alarming trends, there 
somehow exists a lack of consensus on the health of the 
Western Hudson Bay polar bear population. However, there 
is little debate that the winter sea ice they depend on to 
hunt seal is declining at an alarmingly rate, which will 
create greater dependence on their terrestrial habitats. As 
recently-recorded concentrations of polar bear dens near  
the Ontario border would fall within the proposed park,  
it would acutely safeguard this critical phase of their 
population cycle.

The habitats of hundreds of other species would also gain 
new protection if the park were established. As North 
America’s largest wetland and one of the world’s largest 
peat forming ecosystems, the area plays a significant role  
in slowing down the impacts of global climate change by 
storing large amounts of carbon. Although they cover just 
five per cent of the global landmass, northern peat-forming 
systems like this store an estimated one-quarter of all 
terrestrial carbon.

In addition, northern communities depend on a thriving 
ecosystem to undertake subsistence activities such as 
hunting, fishing and trapping, and to support the region’s 
ecologically responsible tourism and outfitting industries. As 
Churchill is recognized globally for having some of the most 
unique and accessible wildlife viewing in the world, this is a 
major local and provincial economic driver (overnight visits 
to Churchill alone contribute an estimated $21 million 
annually to Manitoba’s economy).

Polar Bear Provincial Park would greatly enhance this 
opportunity, preserve traditional livelihoods, and maintain 
the ability of the local tourism industry to sustainably 
support communities in the long term while greatly helping 
to protect an iconic yet at-risk Canadian wildlife species.  
A formal public consultation process is expected in the 
coming months. 

In the meantime, please share your thoughts with Conserva-
tion & Water Stewardship Minister Gord Mackintosh about 
the proposed polar bear park - minconws@leg.gov.mb.ca.

Proposed Polar Bear  
Provincial Park

(...continued from page 1)
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A unique shot of Marilyn Hearn in the 
bow while paddling under the South 
Perimeter on the Seine River.

 Help Shape the Future 

of Nopiming and Manigotagan  
River Provincial Parks

The Manitoba government is preparing a management plan for 
Nopiming and Manigotagan River Provincial Parks. The plan will 
guide future management decisions in both parks.

Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship will soon begin 
public consultations regarding development of the management 
plan. We want to hear from you!

To be notified of park management planning events, please 
provide us with your name and street or email address by 
contacting the address below.

Nopiming and Manigotagan River  
Provincial Parks Management Plan

Attn: Morgan Hallett 
Regional Parks Specialist 

Box 4000, Lac Du Bonnet, MB  R0E 1A0

Call: 204-345-1455 Fax: 204-345-1440 
Email morgan.hallett@gov.mb.ca

Part of:

Nopiming and Manigotagan 
River Provincial Parks

mailto:minconws%40leg.gov.mb.ca?subject=Polar%20Bear%20Provincial%20Park


 Page 8 Nature Manitoba News Vol. 6, Issue 4 - July / Aug. 2014

Camelopardalids and Turdidae
by Dennis Fast  
(Posted to ManitobaBirds group on May 24th, 2014)

At 12:30 am this morning I packed my camera gear 
into my RAV4 determined not to miss the “meteor 

shower of a lifetime,” as the Camelopardalids were billed. 
Then I hauled out my lounger onto the back deck to 
face the northern sky determined to assess the quality 
of the “shower” before making the commitment to head 
out into the country with my camera gear in tow.

Almost immediately I began to hear the faint calls of 
thrushes passing overhead, many sounding like distant 
spring peepers, while others were lower in pitch and burrier. 
After an hour of non-stop calling, I was totally spellbound.  
I have heard the calls of migrating thrushes [family Turdi-
dae] many times to be sure, especially on “Big Days” of 
birding when the night sounds of a variety of species were 

always a favourite time of the 24 hour marathon for me.  
But never like this.

On a few occasions I was jolted out of my revery by a 
particularly low flying thrush. At other times the nasal 
“peent” of a Common Nighthawk, and the staccato piping  
of a Solitary Sandpiper were positively explosive as they 
drifted down from the night sky against the background  
of plaintive peeping.

At other times soft “seeps’” indicated the presence of smaller 
birds – probably warblers – migrating relentlessly north to 
the beat of their own silent drums.

When I finally retreated to bed at 3:00 am the chips and 
chirps were still raining down. It was then I realized that the 
photographer in me had missed seeing a single meteor, but 
the birder had the thrill of a lifetime. The streaking lights 
of meteors had turned into streaks of spellbinding music.

Down with the Camelopardalids; long live the Turdidae!

Arctic Fox in Southern Manitoba
by Bob Shettler, Headingley 
(Posted to ManitobaNatureTalk group on June 6th, 2014)

Today, as I was heading to conduct some Breeding Bird 
Atlassing in the southern interlake I drove by a field in 

which I thought I saw a smallish white dog sitting next to a 
couple of ravens. As I kept driving, I thought that something 
didn’t look quite right because there wasn’t a house in the 
immediate vicinity. I stopped the van and turned around 
and saw a whitish fox in the field and immediately thought 
albino Red Fox. I fumbled for my camera thinking this 
would be a pretty neat shot to have. As I began photograph-
ing I started thinking that this fox was pretty small for a Red 
Fox and in the few minutes I had to shoot off a bunch of 
pics, often thru the glass windows of the van, I started to 
believe that I was photographing an Arctic Fox. When I 
arrived home and downloaded the pics, I believe that is 
exactly what it was!

Unbelievable!

After reading Bob’s story, Deanna Dodgson went to Google  
and found a paper entitled “Arctic Fox migrations in Mani-
toba”, written by Bob Wrigley and David Hatch, that was 
published in the September 1976 issue of the journal Arctic 
(published by the Arctic Institute of North America based at 
the University of Calgary). The article (pubs.aina.ucalgary.
ca/arctic/Arctic29-3-147.pdf) provides a review of “the 
long-range movements and migratory behaviour of the arctic 
fox in Manitoba.”

Encounters of the
            Natural Kind

Please send us 
your short stories 

(approx. 300-500 
words) of interesting 

encounters with 
Manitoba nature.
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Mars Hill Wildlife Management Area Update
by Peggy Kasuba, Mars Hill Forest Alliance & Mixedwood Forest Society 
(reprinted from the Spring 2014 issue of the Manitoba Eco-Network Eco-Journal)

An article in the May/June  
2012 issue of the Eco-Journal 
described our endeavours to to 

stop the severe forest damage and 
fragmentation by recreational vehicles 
in the Mars Hill Wildlife Management 
Area. After three long years at the 
stakeholders table, Manitoba Con-
servation has designated motorized 
trails with the intent of protecting  
and conserving wildlife habitat. A big 
step forward!

You may also recall our plan to collect 
plant specimens within the Mars Hill 
Wildlife Management Area, adding to 
our esteemed Dan and Ted Mosquins’ 
plant collection [see article on page 8 
of Nov/Dec 2012 issue of NM News]. In 
2012, 89 plant specimens were identi-
fied and added to Dan and Ted’s origi-
nal collection, which is still housed at 
the University of Manitoba Herbarium. 
What Dan and Ted started 62 years 
ago is now an ongoing project.

In 2013, we focused on collecting plant 
specimens from wetlands, meadows, 
and old gravel extraction sites. These 
plants are currently in the process of 
being identified and will be added to 
our collection at the University of 
Manitoba Herbarium. The lichen and 
mushrooms we collected were donated 
to the Botany Department at the 
Manitoba Museum.

This year, we will continue to collect 
plant specimens in these same areas 
and span out into low-lying areas, as 
well as tree samples. Spring came late 
in 2013, and while some plants 

collected were either not there or late, 
we did miss some blooming and berry 
times for collection. The 300+ patch of 
Spotted Coral Root orchids did not 
avail itself, much to our disappoint-
ment. How does one attempt to collect 
one of every plant on 3,500 hectares? 
With great perseverance and a great 
big love of nature!

A great big thanks is owed to some 
very special people. First, Al Rogosin, 
retired Botany Professor Emeritus and 
Mixedwood Forest Society Board 
member. Al spent two days with me in 
the wetlands (the fen was fabulous) 
collecting and identifying plants. Mae 
Elsinger, Rangeland Biologist with the 
federal government, answered our call 
for volunteers and came out to identify 
grasses. He was ever so patient teach-
ing me how this is done. Diana Bizecki 
Robson, Curator of Botany, Manitoba 
Museum, came out looking for plants 
of interest, and left with my mushroom 
collection and subsequent identifica-
tion. Diana also provided information 
on how to take spore prints to aid in 
identifying mushrooms. Elizabeth 
Punter, Assistant Curator, University of 
Manitoba Herbarium, recently retired, 
has generously donated her time to 
identify the plants collected in 2013.

We are also very pleased that in 2012 
and 2013 we provided field trips to 
junior and senior students from the  
Ed Schreyer High School in Beausejour 
and students from Winnipeg. What a 
great bunch of young people, who  
also taught me a few things! Thanks  
to the Eco-Network for advertising our 

field trips, which resulted in Winnipeg 
students coming out to learn about  
our study and get some hands-on 
experience. We hope to see everyone 
again this year! We will continue,  
and expand upon, our focus on 
symbiotic relationships with new 
hands-on learning.

Anyone interested in guided field trips, 
no fee, are more than welcomed to 
come out and spend a day with me any 
day of the week, by appointment only. 
Anyone interested in spending time in 
the field with me from June to Septem-
ber? You can contact me at 204-265-
3499 or peggykasuba@hotmail.com.

Last 2014 Workshop: Skullduggery

The workshops came to a close on May 6 with a 
delightful hands-on workshop entitled “Skullduggery”. 

Bill Watkins and his daughter, Sarah, shared information 
on how to “read” animal skulls and then determine which 
skulls fell into the category of prey or predator, carnivore, 
herbivore or omnivore. The two largest skulls belonged 
to a polar bear and a grizzly.

It was a great way to end a wonderful and well attended 
2014 workshop season. A huge thank you to all the 
dedicated presenters and the keen audiences!
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Spurge Purge & Plant Walk 
Tue. July 1st

Join the Habitat Committee on their 
annual mission to count and pull out 

leafy spurge in study plots on one of our 
prairies. The plan is to meet at 9 am at 
the Loewen Prairie (4 km east of Tolstoi 

on PR 209) and work for 2-3 hours, 
then eat lunch at the interpretive trail 

and go for a plant walk. It’s a great way 
to help preserve the tall grass prairie 
and learn more about prairie plants 

like the Western Prairie Fringed Orchid, 
which may be blooming at this time. 

Register with Marilyn Latta at 
204-253-9245. Car pooling will be 

arranged as needed. [Rate 2]

Hike Devil’s Punch Bowl
Sun. July 6th

Hike the Devil’s Punch Bowl Loop in 
Spruce Woods Provincial Park with 

look-outs over the Devil’s Punch Bowl, 
Assiniboine River Valley and Spirit 

Sands. Possible dinner stop on return.
Contact David Spector at 204-504-0125 

or davidspector@shaw.ca. [Rate 2]

Botany Walk at Henteleff Park
Tue. July 8th

Join Marilyn Latta for an evening  
stroll through Henteleff Park. Although 
primarily a plant walk, we will look at 
birds, butterflies and anything else that 

runs, flies or crawls by. Meet at the parking 
lot (1964 St. Mary’s Rd.) at 7:00 pm.  

 Contact Marilyn Latta at  
204-253-9245. [Rate 1-2]

Hike Twin Beaches
Sat. July 12th - Sun. July 13th

Join Roger for this hike and camp over 
on the beach. Meet at 9 am at Polo Park, 

in front of Sears off Portage Ave.
Register with Roger Sutherland by 

phone at 204-451-1219. [Rate 3-4]

Hike Kenora/Keewatin
Sat. July 19th

Hike certain sections of the extra-
ordinary trail system through Kenora 

and Keewatin in northwestern Ontario.
Contact Rose Kuzina by email at 
 rkuzina@mymts.net. [Rate 3]

Hike, River Tube and 
Snorkel St. Malo

Sun. July 27th
Join Roger for this hiking and river 
tubing trip. Note this water is clear 

enough for snorkelling. Pot luck and 
BBQ. Bring $5 to contribute towards 
meat. Meet at 9 am Safeway parking 

lot at Fermor and Lakewood.
Register with Roger Sutherland by 
phone at 204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Caddy Lake to  
Mantario Canoe trip

Fri. August 1st - Mon. August 4th
I’ve always wanted to do this trip from 
Caddy Lake through Mantario and back 

to Caddy Lake. We will either return 
the same way, or via Spider Lake, which 
involves a long portage (to be discussed 
with participants). This would involve 

2 nights in tents and 1 night at the 
Mantario cabin (cabin fee applicable). 

Contact Alain Louer at 204-235-1790 or 
alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Rate 4-5]

Prairie Day at The Manitoba 
Tall Grass Prairie Preserve

Sat. August 9th
10:00am to 4:00pm, at the Prairie 

Shore Trail located 3 km east of Tolstoi 
on Provincial Road 209. Prairie Day 

celebrates the plants and animals of the 
tall grass prairie ecosystem. Guided walks, 

presentations and displays highlight 
different aspects of prairie wildlife and 
this unique natural area. Face painting, 

bannock baking and a bug hunt are 
perennial favourites with the kids. This 
outdoor event takes place rain or shine.  
Contact Preserve staff at 204-425-3229 

for more information. [Rate 1-2]

Lone Island Lake Canoe
Sat. August 9th

  Join Jerry for a pleasant canoeing day 
trip and picnic to Malloy Lake in the 

Whiteshell. The trip begins at the dock 
on Lone Island Lake and returns there. 
There is one portage of 500 m that will 
have to be travelled twice. Estimated 
total paddling distance is about 8 km.
Register with Jerry Ameis at 204-284-

1902, or raven981@mts.net. [Rate 2-3]

Hike Elk Island
Sun. August 10th

Join Roger for this hike, pot luck and 
BBQ. Bring $5 to contribute towards 

the meat. Meet at 9 am at Perkins 
on Lagimodiere and Regent.

Register with Roger Sutherland by 
phone at 204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Hike Steeprock
Sun. August 24th

Join Roger for this hike at Steeprock on 
Lake Manitoba. Meet at 8 am at Polo Park 

in Sears parking lot off Portage Ave.
Register with Roger Sutherland by 
phone at 204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Hike, Mantario Trail
Fri. Sept. 5th - Mon. Sept. 8th

Join Sean to hike the 63 km Mantario 
Trail on the September long weekend. 

This challenging hike will be sure to test 
your summer fitness level. Expressions of 
interest can be sent in anytime, with more 
detailed planning among those interested 
taking place closer to the event. The group 
can set mileage goals based on experience 
of the participants. If the group size gets 

too large the group will be split with each 
group starting at the opposite trailhead.  
Register with Sean Worden at 204-781-
0796 or srworden@mts.net. [Rate 5]

To receive a weekly list of outdoor activities, sign-up on our website at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Classified Ads
For $15 you get a box of this size 
to share any text that you want. 
Email editor@naturemanitoba.ca.

Three fox kits along a major 
roadway in Winnipeg.
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Free on Wednesdays?
Join the Grey Hares for interesting trips and activities and good company.

Hike the Pembina Valley
Wed. July 2nd

Hike in the Pembina Valley.
Marilyn Hearn at 204-895-4659. [Rate 2]

Cycle Kildonan Parkways
Wed. July 9th

Cycle the North Winnipeg Kildonan 
Parkways, and discover the new 

Disraeli cycle/walking path bridge.
Daniela Rempel at 204-633-0668. [Rate 2]

Cycle from Birds  
Hill Townsite
Wed. July 16th

Cycle from Birds Hill townsite along the 
paved floodway trail, continue across 
the new floodway bridge and the 59 

pedestrian overpass into Birds Hill Park. 
Link up with the 7.2 km Pine Ridge Bicycle 

Trail and enjoy lunch by the beach.
Brian Wagg at 204-663-8333. [Rate 2]

Garden/Cycle Tour
Wed. July 23rd

Location of this garden tour to 
be chosen at a later date.

Julia Schoen at 204-269-8004. [Rate 1-2]

Dragon Boat Day
Wed. July 30th

Dragon Boat Day starting at the Manitoba 
Canoe and Kayak Centre, 80 Churchill 

Drive. Cost will be approx. $10 per 
person and includes PFD, paddle and 

brief instruction on paddling technique.
Ted Harvey at 204-889-5725. [Rate 1]

Canoe/Camping Trip 
to Beaubien Lake

Tue. August 5th - Thu. August 7th
Canoe/Camping trip to Beaubien Lake, 

NW Ontario. Minimal portages.
Book by July 15th. Contact Sharron or 
Brian Bettess 204-256-2248. [Rate 3]

Cycle River Road
Wed. August 20th

Cycle River Road from Larter’s Golf 
Course to Selkirk and back.

Jerry Zaste at 204-799-8040. [Rate 2-3]

Cycle St. Boniface
Wed. August 27th

Cycle the St. Boniface area  
starting on Lyndale Drive.

Cheryl Chesney at 204-477-5946. [Rate 2]

GENERAL RATING 
GUIDELINES APPLICABLE 

TO ALL ACTIVITIES 
Rate 1 Novice: Typically 2 to 3 hours 

duration. Little or no experience required. 
Easy terrain. Limited physical fitness 

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

Rate 2 Intermediate: Typically 4-6 hours 
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable. Some steep or difficult terrain. 

Moderate physical fitness required. 
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

Rate 3 Advanced: Typically full day trip. 
Previous experience, significant skill and 

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult terrain. Sustained strenuous activity 

required. Weather not normally severe. 

Rate 4 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 

equipment and skills. Effects of inclement 
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

Rate 5 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Possible severe 
weather conditions – wind, cold rain, 
sleet – may halt trip and demand use 
of skilled survival techniques or make 

accidents or physical injuries life threat-
ening. Aid or rescue is difficult to obtain. 

PLEASE NOTE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot be 

reached, call the office at 204-943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

Tom and Gail Walker with Bob Hamlin in the bow of a three-seat 
canoe on route to the Mantario Cabin July 20-23, 2007.
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by Gordon Grieef

Despite the cold, wet weather during April and the first 
three weeks of May, a few warblers and sparrows 
were coming back in line with the long term average 

for these species. However, the bulk of the birds came back 
in the last ten days of May. This was particularly true for the 
insect-eating species.

A MacGillivray’s Warbler was banded at the Delta Marsh 
Bird Observatory on May 24 by Amanda Guerico and Tom 
Lawrence and recaptured on May 26. This constitutes the 
first confirmed record of the species for Manitoba. The 
normal summer range of this species is the mountains of 
western Canada and the United States and it has been 
recorded breeding as close to Manitoba as southwestern 
Saskatchewan, central Montana and western South Dakota.

Another very rare sighting was that of a Swallow-tailed Kite 
seen in Fraser’s Grove Park in Winnipeg by Kyle Kushnier. 
The only reports of this species are from the late 1800’s and 
early 1900’s and there was little documentation concerning 
those sightings.

Some of the other unusual sightings during the two month 
period were Brant, White-winged and Black Scoters, Long-
tailed Duck, Pacific Loon, Glossy Ibis, Whimbrel, Red Knot, 
Thayer’s, Iceland and Great Black-backed Gulls, Western 
Wood-Pewee, Say’s Phoebe, Wood Thrush and Summer and 
Western Tanagers.

If you locate some unusual birds during the summer be sure to 
post them on the ManitobaBirds Yahoo group, or you can 
e-mail them to me at ggrieef@mts.net. You can also mail 
them to me at 31 Kara Cove, Winnipeg, R2N 3C2.

Reserve the Date!  
On Friday, November 7th join us to celebrate the 
completion of Phase 1 of the Atlas. We will be 
celebrating five years of amazing volunteers at 
the Caboto Centre. Details to come.  
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Swainson’s Hawk on 
a rainy Father’s Day
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Lesser Yellowlegs 
in a flooded field
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A nesting goose 
on the Seine River
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A young Great Horned 
Owl with its mom
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
Greater White-fronted Goose 19 Apr 9 14 St. Adolphe B. Shettler, A. Courcelles, B. Buhler
Greater White-fronted Goose 2 Apr 22 14 Fraserwood J. Martin
Brant 1 Apr 9 14 St. Adolphe B. Shettler, A. Courcelles, B. Buhler
Canada Goose ~50,000 Apr 9 14 St. Adolphe B. Shettler, A. Courcelles, B. Buhler
Trumpeter Swan 2 Apr 10 14 Dacotah C. Penner
Trumpeter Swan 2 Apr 17 14 Stonewall K. Gardner
Trumpeter Swan 1 May 15 14 Reynold's Pond (F.R. 13) J. Weier
Trumpeter Swan 3 May 16 14 East Shoal Lake R. & I. Porteous
Trumpeter Swan 1 May 22 14 Oldenberg P. Taylor
Trumpeter Swan 2 May 24 14 Kaleida Marsh A. Schritt, R. Hiebert, et al
Trumpeter Swan 2 May 26 14 West Shoal Lake R. Parsons
Trumpeter Swan 2 May 26 14 East Shoal Lake R. Parsons
Trumpeter Swan 2 May 28 14 Beaudry Park P. Friesen
Tundra Swan 15 May 26 14 Hillside Beach P. Taylor
Wood Duck 1 Apr 7 14 Winnipeg L. Curtis
American Black Duck 1 Apr 15 14 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Northern Shoveler 5 Apr 5 14 Winnipeg G. Budyk
White-winged Scoter 5 May 16 14 Hecla Island B. Shettler
White-winged Scoter 1 May 20 14 Gimli D. Martin
Black Scoter 2 May 9 14 Natalie Lake P. Taylor
Long-tailed Duck 1 May 16 14 Hecla Island B. Shettler
Common Merganser 1 Apr 2 14 Winnipeg R. Koes
Red-breasted Merganser 175 May 16 14 Hecla Island B. Shettler
Red-throated Loon 28 May 10 14 Natalie Lake P. Taylor
Red-throated Loon 131 May 15 14 Hecla Island B. Shettler
Pacific Loon 2 May 24 14 Oak Hammock Marsh B. Maybank
Common Loon 134+ May 9 14 Natalie Lake P. Taylor
Pied-billed Grebe 1 Apr 6 14 Lockport R. Koes
Red-necked Grebe 200+ May 9 14 Natalie Lake P. Taylor
Clark's Grebe 1 May 2 14 Whitewater Lake J. Weier, G. Budyk
American White Pelican 2 Apr 6 14 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles, B. Shettler
American White Pelican 745 Apr 19 14 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles, B. Shettler
Great Blue Heron 2 Apr 6 14 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles, B. Shettler
Great Egret 3 Apr 19 14 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles, et al
Great Egret 1 Apr 19 14 Eden R. Demey
Great Egret 1 Apr 20 14 Seven Sisters Falls P. Taylor
Great Egret 8 May 3 14 West Shoal Lake P. Douglas, L. Cocks, A. Mickey
Great Egret 1 May 6 14 Morden C. Wall
Great Egret 6 May 28 14 West Shoal Lake B. Maybank, G. Grieef
Cattle Egret 1 May 9 14 Oak Hammock Marsh area N. Massey
Cattle Egret 4 May 21 14 Whitewater Lake C. Cuthbert, C. Blyth
Green Heron 1 May 16 14 Steinbach H. Lane
Green Heron 1 May 28 14 Delta P. Friesen, T. Epp-Tiessen, R. Boese
Black-crowned Night-Heron 18 May 28 14 Whitewater Lake D. Martin
Black-crowned Night-Heron 10 May 30 14 West Shoal Lake K. Gardner
Glossy Ibis 1 May 21 14 Whitewater Lake C. Cuthbert, C. Blyth
White-faced Ibis 31 May 2 14 Whitewater Lake J. Weier, G. Budyk
Turkey Vulture 1 Apr 6 14 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles, B. Shettler
Turkey Vulture 25 Apr 9 14 Windygates A. Schritt, F. Foidart
Osprey 9 Apr 21 14 Windygates P. Goossen
Swallow-tailed Kite 1 May 22 14 Winnipeg K. Kushnier
Bald Eagle 168 Apr 7 14 Windygates A. Schritt, K. Bardon
Bald Eagle 135 Apr 8 14 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles, et al
Bald Eagle 78 Apr 23 14 Hecla Island B. Shettler
Broad-winged Hawk 23 Apr 20 14 Windygates A. Schritt
Swainson's Hawk 1 Apr 9 14 Windygates A. Schritt, F. Foidart
Red-tailed Hawk 1990 Apr 6 14 Windygates A. Schritt, L. Blanchette
Red-tailed Hawk 629 Apr 6 14 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles, B. Shettler
Red-tailed Hawk 1062 Apr 8 14 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles, et al
Red-tailed Hawk 276 Apr 9 14 Brandon C. Cuthbert, C. Blyth
Gyrfalcon 1 May 21 14 Gimli B. Chartier
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
American Coot 1 Apr 8 14 Fisher Branch J. Smith
Sandhill Crane 8 Apr 6 14 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles, B. Shettler
Whimbrel 1 May 18 14 Gimli J. Yatsko
Hudsonian Godwit 30 May 17 14 West Shoal Lake J., S. & G. Grieef
Marbled Godwit 2 Apr 19 14 Oak Hammock Marsh K. Gardner
Ruddy Turnstone 6 May 17 14 West Shoal Lake J., S. & G. Grieef
Red Knot 1 May 26 14 Gimli D. Martin
American Woodcock 1 Apr 9 14 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Wilson's Phalarope 2 May 10 14 Winnipeg R. Staniforth
Franklin's Gull 1 Apr 9 14 Windygates R. Koes, L. de March
Thayer's Gull 2 May 9 14 Brandon C. Cuthbert
Iceland Gull 1 May 5 14 Brandon C. Cuthbert
California Gull 3 Apr 18 14 P.R. 227 Landfill C. Roy
Great Black-backed Gull 1 Apr 25 14 Brandon C. Cuthbert
Forster's Tern 1 Apr 26 14 West Shoal Lake J. Weier
Eurasian Collared-Dove 4 May 14 14 Straithclair J. Bradley
Eurasian Collared-Dove 2 May 30 14 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Snowy Owl 1 May 18 14 Emerson F. & J. Machovec
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 1 May 11 14 Richer K. Kilgour-Klann
Red-headed Woodpecker 1 May 30 14 Hecla Island B. Shettler
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Jan 4 to May 3/14 Fisher Branch J. Smith
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1 Apr 12 14 Winnipeg J. & G. Grieef
Pileated Woodpecker 1 May 15 14 Shamattawa J. Martin
Western Wood-Pewee 2 May 25 14 Riding Mountain N.P. M. Dorriesfield, et al
Say's Phoebe 1 Apr 11 14 Windygates A. Schritt
Say's Phoebe 2 May 2 14 Whitewater Lake J. Weier, G. Budyk
Say's Phoebe 1 May 10 14 Oak Hammock Marsh C. Artuso
Northern Shrike 1 Apr 21 14 Grant's Lake WMA K. Gardner
Blue-headed Vireo 1 May 7 14 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Purple Martin 1 Apr 22 14 Oak Hammock Marsh P. Grieef
Tree Swallow 12 Apr 22 14 Rapid City L. Boys
Eastern Bluebird 5 Apr 2 14 Oak Lake Beach M. Yorke, M. Reid
Eastern Bluebird 22 Apr 9 14 St. Adolphe B. Shettler, A. Courcelles, B. Buhler
Hermit Thrush 1 Apr 11 14 Winnipeg R. Iverson
Wood Thrush 1 May 28 14 St. Ambroise B. Maybank, G. Grieef
Bohemian Waxwing 1 May 4 14 Winnipeg R. Koes
Cedar Waxwing 2,000+ May 30 14 Hecla Island B. Shettler
Orange-crowned Warbler 1 Apr 23 14 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Cape May Warbler 1 May 7 14 Starbuck C. Penner
Yellow-rumped Warbler 1 Apr 12 14 Headingley B. Taylor
Bay-breasted Warbler 1 May 11 14 Winnipeg G. Walz
Black-and-white Warbler 1 May 7 14 Winnipeg R. Clarke
Ovenbird 2 May 6 14 Headingley B. Taylor
MacGillivray's Warbler 1 May 24 & 26/14 Delta A. Guerico, T. Lawrence
Summer Tanager 1 May 25 14 Headingley B. Taylor
Scarlet Tanager 1 May 19 14 Winnipeg M. Jaworski
Scarlet Tanager 1 May 25 14 Grosse Isle H. & J. Harris
Scarlet Tanager 1 May 28 14 St. Ambroise G. Grieef, B. Maybank
Western Tanager 1 May 6 14 Hodgson J. Smith
Western Tanager 1 May 21 14 Steinbach D. & R. Reimer
Smith's Longspur 30 Apr 21 14 Grant's Lake WMA K. Gardner
Snow Bunting ~2,000 Apr 9 14 Winkler R. Koes, L. de March
Snow Bunting 1,000+ Apr 19 14 Springstein C. Penner
Snow Bunting 3,000+ Apr 24 14 Starbuck C. Penner
Northern Cardinal 1 Apr 3 14 Winnipeg R. Koes
Northern Cardinal 1 May 9 14 Winnipeg R. Koes
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 1 Apr 7 14 Hodgson J. Smith
Lazuli Bunting 1 May 23 14 Cameron F. Giesbrecht, et al
Indigo Bunting 1 May 20 14 Winnipeg N. Madsen
Baltimore Oriole 17 May 20 14 Brandon area M. & C. Sangster
American Goldfinch 60+ May 26 14 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
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manitoba important Bird areas Program update
by Diana Teal, IBA Program Coordinator

T he Manitoba Important Bird Areas program is very 
pleased to welcome three new staff for the summer! 

Thanks to funding from EcoAction, Alexandra 
Froese will be working with the Manitoba IBA program on 
the Grassland Bird Conservation Initiative in southwest 
Manitoba. Alex’s work will include connecting with several 
landowners to introduce both information on Manitoba’s 
IBA programs and Manitoba Grassland Bird Initiatives. 
Several presentations will take place in Melita, Reston, 
Deloraine, and Boissevain this season to educate landown-
ers on how they can get involved by 
becoming a volunteer steward/caretaker  
on their land to preserve grasslands and 
help protect grassland bird species at risk.

Alexandra is also the project manager for 
the Manitoba Burrowing Owl Recovery 
Program. She has had a keen interest in 
animals and wildlife for her entire life. She 
started her career working with wildlife in 
Manitoba back in 2007, where she volun-
teered her time as a Piping Plover guardian 
and helped band Great Gray Owls alongside 
Dr. Jim Duncan and Ken De Smet. Alex 
soon moved into the role of program 
coordinator for the Piping Plover program 
in 2008, as she finished her final year of her 
undergraduate degree in environmental 
science. Working with the Piping Plover program, she 
discovered her passion for endangered species work. 

In 2010, Alex began her graduate studies at the University 
of Winnipeg with a focus in Wildlife Biology and specifically 
on the endangered Burrowing Owl. 
Since 2010, Alex has been working in 
southwest Manitoba releasing owls 
into the wild and collecting data on 
both the captive release and wild popu-
lations, including home range and diet. 
Presently, Alex works as a researcher 
for the Assiniboine Park Conservancy, 
which is one of the main program 
partners for the Manitoba Burrowing 
Owl Recovery Program. 

Marshall Birch and Robyn McDowell 
will be working as IBA Program 
Assistants, thanks to Urban/Hometown 
Green Team funding.

Marshall Birch is a student of the 
University of Winnipeg, entering 
his final year of a four-year honours 
major in Environmental Studies and 
Geography. Previous to this, he at-

tended university for two years in Brandon, where he grew 
up, focusing on religious studies and creative writing.

Marshall would like to pursue a career working with a non- 
profit organization. He was first attracted to the field of 
environmental studies due to his passion for the conserva-
tion of threatened species. He has always had a keen 
interest in birds, particularly waterfowl, with his favourite 
bird being the (admittedly somewhat run-of-the-mill) 
Mallard duck. 

Through Marshall’s work with the IBA program, he hopes to 
gain a fuller knowledge of issues relating to 
the protection of bird habitats in Manitoba, 
as well as a further knowledge of birding in 
general. Marshall will assist with a number 
of projects for the IBA program, including 
the IBA volunteer program, site signage, 
nest boxes and nesting platforms.

Robyn McDowell is originally from Thomp-
son, and moved to Winnipeg three years 
ago to start her University career. Robyn 
is currently a student at the University of 
Winnipeg, starting her fourth year of Envi-
ronmental Science and Geography this fall.

Being from the North, Robyn had the 
privilege of growing up in the boreal forest. 
She and her family would spend many 

early mornings out on the lake fishing and listening to 
loons call. As a result, one of Robyn’s favorite birds is the 
Common Loon. Spending lots of time outdoors, she formed 
an appreciation of the natural world around her, which 
was her inspiration for taking geography in university.

Robyn is very excited about her 
new position with the IBA program. 
Focused on research for the Grass-
land Bird Conservation Initiative, 
Robyn’s work will help to educate 
landowners about the protection of 
prairie bird habitat the Southwestern 
Manitoba Mixed Grass Prairie IBA. 

Volunteers IBA  
Caretakers Needed!
To find out more about Manitoba’s 
Important Bird Areas program and 
how you can get involved to help 
conserve birds and their habitats, 
please contact IBA Program Coordina-
tor Diana Teal at 204-943-9029 or by 
email at iba@naturemanitoba.ca.

Marshall Birch and Robyn McDowell

Alexandra Froese

Diana Teal

Meredith Stoesz
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Manitoba Friends of the Bluebird 2013 Report

Bluebird numbers for 2013 from the 
Manitoba Friends of the Bluebird, 
based out of Brandon, were down 

somewhat, mainly due to the late spring. 
The bluebirds arrived later and started 
nesting about the same time as Tree 
Swallows. They thus had to compete 
with the swallows for nest boxes.

Reports came in from 38 lines in which 
1530 boxes were monitored. Number of 
fledges reported: 323 Mountain Blue-
birds, 1220 Eastern Bluebirds and 178 
unidentified bluebirds.

The Manitoba Friends of the Bluebird 
data report from summer 2013 reveals 
concerns and trends. The eastern limit  
of the Mountain Bluebird in Manitoba 
seems to be moving farther west, and so 

are the Eastern Bluebirds. As an 
example, at one time, monitors in the 
Moun tain Road area had 50% Mountain 
Bluebirds but now report only Eastern 
Bluebirds. Also a concern last summer 
was the large number of dead young 
Tree Swallows. This raises many ques-
tions. Did they die from heat or starva-
tion? Did the adults perish from a lack  
of insects due to insecticide? Or perhaps 
some may have fallen to prey.

Another concern is the loss of habitat. 
Bluebirds love pastures with short grass, 
some trees and small bushes. Unfortu-
nately, many farmers are going out of 
cattle and turning to grain crops and 
removing bushes and shelter belts. Some 
habitat is also being lost to more housing 
in rural locations.

Peregrine Falcon Recovery Project Update
by Tracy Maconachie, Project Coordinator

This year, like last year, we have (relatively speaking) a 
wealth of peregrines in southern Manitoba. While not all 
of them are nesting, for a recovery project like ours, it is 

a wonderful thing to see. There are seven pairs (same number 
as last year), but again only four are nesting – one in Brandon, 
three in Winnipeg. What is different from last year is that some 
of our resident birds didn’t return, so we have three first-time 
nesters. Only Hurricane and Brooklyn at McKenzie Seeds in 
Brandon have returned from last year. At the Radisson in 
Winnipeg, our long-time resident 
female Princess is paired up with 
Smiley from Grand Forks. In West 
Winnipeg our resident male Beau has 
a new girlfriend, Beatrix from the 
Radisson, and Jolicoeur (aka Joli), 
who was last year’s female in the 
Logan territory, is now paired up with 
Hart, also from the Radisson. So far 
our first-time parents are doing very 
well under the tutelage of their more 
experienced mates. Like a lot of other 
birds this spring, most of our per-
egrines came back later than usual, 
and all of our nests have hatched out 
about 2 weeks late. Four eggs were laid in each of our nests but 
only 13 chicks hatched. If the weather and winds cooperate, we 
hope that all 13 of them will survive and take their first flights 
in the second and third weeks of July. 

Also here in the province is Spencer from Brandon (last year) 
who is hanging out in north Winnipeg with an as yet unidenti-
fied male. And yes, it turns out Spencer is a female despite 
sizing as a male at banding. These birds do make life interest-
ing! We aren’t surprised Spencer isn’t nesting as she’s a bit 
young, although some female peregrines do nest successfully in 
their first year. Some peregrines don’t nest even when they are 
old enough. Ty and Paris are back in the Selkirk area but it 

seems they have decided (again) not to nest. Our seventh 
pair is in the Brandon area – we haven’t been able to get close 
enough to identify either bird but it looks as though at least 
one of them is banded. We hope that they will hang around, 
partly so we can identify them, and partly because we’d like 
them to return to try again next spring. 

Our Manitoba birds that are out-of-province this year have 
likewise been having an eventful spring. Alley (Radisson) in 
Lincoln, Nebraska lost both of her chicks in a storm that 
spawned a few tornadoes. Annie (West Winnipeg) in Fargo 

has three chicks and Radisson 
(Radisson) in Edmonton has four, all 
of whom are doing well. Terminator 
(McKenzie Seeds) has a very young 
mate, Marv from Fargo; they are in 
residence in Grand Forks but it 
doesn’t appear they are nesting this 
year. Juliet (West Winnipeg) has 
decided to try the nestboxes in 
Minneapolis and she’s been hanging 
out with an as yet unidentified male.  
And lastly, Andamooka (West Win-
nipeg) and Kelly (Brandon) from last 
year have been doing a little travel-
ling: Andamooka has been checking 

out all three prairie provinces, Kelly has been a bit less far-
ranging, preferring Saskatchewan and western Manitoba.

If folks would like to follow the progress of this year’s per-
egrines, please check out the CBC Manitoba Falcon Cam  
(www.cbc.ca/manitoba/features/falcon/) and the Project’s 
website (www.species-at-risk.mb.ca/peregrines/). Unfortu-
nately we only have the Radisson webcam this year. Our 
internet partner in Brandon decided to give it a miss this year. 
We didn’t find out until just before launch which didn’t give  
us enough time to find an alternate solution. We’ll try to get 
something organized for next year, as we know the McKenzie 
Seeds Peregrines have lots of fans!

P
hotos: Luc G

am
ache

Young Eastern Bluebirds 
almost ready to fledge

Adult Eastern Bluebird 
keeping watch

Dennis Swayze

Newly hatched 
peregrine chicks.

http://www.cbc.ca/manitoba/features/falcon/
http://www.species-at-risk.mb.ca/peregrines/
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New Plan to Recover Threatened  
Caribou Looks Promising 
Manitoba sets national precedent with commitment to 
conserve large boreal woodland caribou habitats
(Reprinted from a CPAWS Manitoba website post dated April 30, 2014)

Today, the Manitoba government 
released its draft strategy to 
recover its woodland caribou 

populations. Boreal woodland caribou 
are listed as “threatened” across 
Canada, requiring provincial govern-
ments to develop action plans for 
recovery of local populations. Upon 
initial analysis, CPAWS believes 
Manitoba’s strategy is the strongest  
in the nation.

“Manitoba’s unprecedented commit-
ment to establish large areas of caribou 
habitat that are exempt from forestry is 
good news for this threatened species.” 
said Ron Thiessen, Executive Director 
of the Manitoba Chapter of the Cana-
dian Parks and Wilderness Society.  
“We all need the boreal ecosystems 
where caribou live to be healthy as we 
plan for vibrant economies with First 
Nations and others.”

Manitoba’s strategy exceeds all of 
Canada’s other recovery plans with a 
commitment to protect and manage for 
65 to 80 per cent intact suitable boreal 
caribou habitat in each caribou man-
agement unit.

Scientists consider caribou, the Cana-
dian icon on our 25 cent piece, as 

indicators of the health of the boreal 
forest. If caribou no longer inhabit an 
area, it is an indication that the boreal 
forest there may no longer be fully-
functioning as a significant part of 
earth’s life support system. The biggest 
threat to caribou’s survival is habitat 
loss and fragmentation, which in-
creases access by predators.

Implementation is the key to success 
with any strategy or plan. There are 
other Canadian jurisdictions, such  
as Ontario and Quebec, that have 
developed conservation strategies  
for caribou but they are failing to  
live up to them.

An outstanding concern is a lack of 
timelines for achieving the indicated 
benchmarks. The good news is that  
we have time to make this important 
change.

The draft Manitoba’s Boreal Woodland 
Caribou Recovery Strategy is available 
for public comment on Manitoba 
Conservation and Water Stewardship’s 
website until August 1st, 2014. All 
comments will be considered during 
preparation of the final strategy for 
future release.

We believe that conserving boreal 
woodland caribou habitat across the 
country is possible while also ensuring 
prosperous forest-dependant communi-
ties. CPAWS is working to achieve both 
goals through the Canadian Boreal 
Forest Agreement (CBFA). Through the 
CBFA, environmental groups and the 
forestry sector, with involvement of 
affected First Nations, are working 
together on producing effective caribou 
conservation recommendations that we 
hope governments will consider when 
implementing the caribou strategy.

The boreal forest is bountiful with 
wildlife and resources. As the ancestral 
home of First Nations, it is key that 
planning for caribou and the boreal’s 
future is done in partnership with First 
Nations, recognizes treaties and rights 
outlined in the United Nations Declara-
tion on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, and with free, prior, and 
informed consent.

Boreal woodland caribou still inhabit 
the majority of their historical range in 
Manitoba but a significant band that 
used to be the southern part of their 
range is no longer inhabited by them 
due to human encroachment. The most 
notable area where they no longer 
occur is Whiteshell Provincial Park.

The caribou boreal forest home is the 
world’s largest source of fresh water, 
the northern lungs of the planet, and 
its massive carbon stores help to curb 
climate change.

View a copy of the draft strategy: 
http://cpawsmb.org/upload/Draft_
Caribou-Strategy-proof-Apr28.pdf 

Also visit the CPAWS website post to 
sign a petition: http://cpawsmb.org/
news/new-plan-to-recover-threat-
ened-caribou-looks-promising

Hike With Confidence. Hike With the Bear Stick

Conserving the iCon of the Boreal  
Manitoba’s boreal Woodland  

CariboU reCovery strategy
Part of:

http://cpawsmb.org/upload/Draft_Caribou-Strategy-proof-Apr28.pdf
http://cpawsmb.org/upload/Draft_Caribou-Strategy-proof-Apr28.pdf
http://cpawsmb.org/news/new-plan-to-recover-threatened-caribou-looks-promising
http://cpawsmb.org/news/new-plan-to-recover-threatened-caribou-looks-promising
http://cpawsmb.org/news/new-plan-to-recover-threatened-caribou-looks-promising
http://www.thebearstick.com
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Nature Manitoba’s
94Th ANNuAl GeNerAl MeeTING

As was brought forward at the 
March 18, 2014 Annual General 

Meeting, the financial statements 
for the Manitoba Naturalists Society 
that were presented at the meeting 
had omitted to record the transfer of 
monies between certain funds, most 
notably with the Habitat and Guyot 
Memorial funds. 

While the overall financial position of 
the organization and the total of all its 
funds is not affected by this omission, 
the relative fund levels recorded in the 
statements were in error, requiring a 
revision of the statements. A motion 
was passed at the AGM to publish the 
revised statements in the Newsletter, 
and the schedules with these changes 
are now shown here (pages 18 & 19). 

The complete set of revised schedules 
can be found on our website:  
www.naturemanitoba.ca/sites/default/
files/revised-financials-2013.pdf.

MANITOBA NATURALISTS SOCIETY INCORPORATED
REVISED SUMMARY STATEMENT  

OF OPERATIONS AND FUND BALANCE
FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2013 AND 2012

(Unaudited)

Fund Balance 
Dec. 31, 2012

Excess Revenue 
(Expenditure)

Fund Balance 
Dec. 31, 2013

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS

  General Fund 20,564 5,971 14,593

RESTRICTED FUNDS

  Habitat Conservation Fund 51,888 (48,675) 3,213

  Guyot Memorial Fund 40,082 79,005 119,087

  Wild Plants of North America 7,273 (1,699) 5,574

  Birds of Manitoba Book Fund 20,939 683 21,622

  Mantario Fund 13,136 3,623 16,759

  Manitoba Purple Loosestrife 12 12

  Mantario Cabin Fund 16,359 208 16,567

  Chimney Swifts (650) (272) (922)

  MARC 3,052 337 3,389

  Riverbottom Forest Fund 808 (5,726) (4,918)

  Victoria Beach Cabin Fund (3,670) (4,223) (7,893)

  Life Member Fund 37,843 37,843

  Nature Fund 74,380 771 75,151

  Important Bird Area Caretaker 6,982 1,988 8,970

  Urban Habitat Stewardship (417) (417)

  Naturescape Project 711 25 736

  Living by Water Project (1,119) (1,119)

  Plantwatch Project 164 164

  Friends of Mantario Trail 2,120 50 2,170

  Bridging the Gap 24,616 (25,307) (691)

  Manitoba Bluebird Fund

    -Winnipeg Foundation 206,644 28,902 235,546

    -Operating Fund 7,123 7,123

  Youth Horizon Project 154 154

  Reserve Fund 25,000 25,000

  Grassland Bird Project 1,511 1,511

  Research Fund 1,515 1,515

529,333 36,813 566,146

549,897 30,842 580,739

reVIsed FINANcIAl sTATeMeNTs

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/sites/default/files/revised-financials-2013.pdf
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/sites/default/files/revised-financials-2013.pdf
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MANITOBA NATURALISTS SOCIETY INCORPORATED
REVISED STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS

FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2013 AND 2012
(Unaudited)

SCHEDULE 1

GENERAL FUND
2013 2012

REVENUE

  Administration fees 6,423 4,377

  Culture, Heritage and Citizenship Grant 10,300 10,300

  Fundraising 20,512 15,617

  Indoor Program 2,344 1,853

  Interest 3,266 2,213

  Membership Fees 19,248 19,567

  Nature Manitoba News 440 1,355

  Workshops 1,474 1,931

64,007 57,213
EXPENDITURE

  Annual Meeting 355 443

  Bank Charges 2,408 1,957

  Fundraising Expense 905 1,322

  Indoor Program Expense 3,217 3,457

  Insurance 4,334 3,884

  Membership Expense 50 215

  Miscellaneous 1,038 232

  Nature Manitoba News 8,871 9,186

  Postage and Photocopy 1,584 2,358

  Professional Fees 2,738 2,519

  Rent and Hydro 10,992 10,722

  Supplies and Maintenance 3,649 2,904

  Telephone and internet 2,152 2,057

  Wages and benefits 27,635 28,798

  Workshop expense 50 50

69,978 70,104

EXCESS EXPENDITURE (5,971) (12,891)

SCHEDULE 2

GUYOT MEMORIAL FUND 
– WINNIPEG FOUNDATION

2013 2012
REVENUE

  Donation 22,500

  Increase in investment 9,218

  Interest 1,734 2,865

  Transfer from Habitat Cons. Fund 47,287

  Transfer to Habitat Cons. Fund (1,734) (2,865)

EXCESS REVENUE 79,005 0

SCHEDULE 2 (continued)

HABITAT  
CONSERVATION FUND

2013 2012
REVENUE

  Donations 109

  Interest - General 417 474

                 - Guyot Memorial Fund 1,734 2,865

  Stamps and Prints 443 441

  Transfer to Guyot Memorial Fund (47,287)

(44,584) 3,780

EXPENDITURE

  Contributions 1,000
  Management 720

  Prairie Management

     - Taxes 1,622 1,552

     - insurance 192 172

  School and Interpretive Program 1,300 1,000

  Stamps and Prints 257 241

4,091 3,965

EXCESS REVENUE (EXPENDITURE) (48,675) (185)

MANITOBA BLUEBIRD 
FUND – OPERATING

2013 2012
REVENUE

  Transfer to MBF - Operating 9,190

EXPENDITURE

  Administration fee 914

  Miscellaneous 1,153

EXCESS REVENUE (EXPENDITURE) 7,123

MANITOBA BLUEBIRD 
FUND – WINNIPEG  
FOUNDATION

REVENUE

  Donations 99,300

  Investment income 38,092 9,383

  Transfer to MBF - Operating (9,190)

EXCESS REVENUE 28,902 108,683
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Join an all-inclusive guided trip to Mantario cabin in Manitoba’s pristine wilderness
Details and dates at                              204-943-9029 or at www.MantarioCabin.ca

5 day canoe adventures
in July and August

401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1G4
Phone: 204-943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About Nature Manitoba

Nature Manitoba is people sharing a passion for nature. 
Since its foundation in 1920, Nature Manitoba’s mission has 
been to promote awareness, appreciation and understand-
ing of nature, and to preserve and enjoy it. In support of this 
mission, Nature Manitoba offers a wide variety of educa-
tional programs and publications, supports research into 
Manitoba’s biological and geophysical diversity, organizes 
field trips and outdoor activities year-round, and advocates 
for the protection of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Join online at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

Creating Monarch-
friendly Habitat 
Workshop
Join staff and volunteers from the 
Nature Conservancy of Canada 
and the Monarch Teacher Network 
of Canada, on Tuesday, July 8 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for 
a workshop on how to Create a 
Garden for Monarch Butterflies. Held 
at Ralph Brown School in Winnipeg, 
the workshop will provide registrants 
with knowledge on the Monarchs’ 
biology and lifecycle, basic skills to 
get started on their garden project, a 
rearing cage and resource materials. 
The cost is $45 plus taxes. To reg-
ister or for more information please 
contact Cathy at 204-942-0900 or 
visit www.monarchteacher.ca.

Nature Manitoba News  
to be quarterly 
This is our last bimonthly newsletter. 
Our quarterly newsletters will begin 
in September 2014, and will follow 
in December, March and June 
thereafter. See page 2 for details.

http://www.MantarioCabin.ca
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
http://www.monarchteacher.ca

