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Memories of Robert Taylor
by George Holland, Past-President of Nature Manitoba

Bob and I go way back to the 1950s when we first met 
on one of the annual outings to Long Point on Lake 
Erie with the Toronto Field Naturalists and the 

Hamilton Nature Club to witness the Whistling (now 
Tundra) Swan migration. It was late March and the group 
was jointly led by Jim Baillie (of Bird-a-thon fame) and 
George North, considered one of the leading field ornitholo-
gists in North America. While having lunch against a 
building overlooking the expansive marshes, Jim took a 
hard-boiled egg out of his lunch box and cracked it on the 
side of this head to break the shell. He then offered Bob 
another egg and suggested he do the same. Bob complied, 
only to find the egg was raw with obvious results. Everyone 
roared with laughter including Bob when Jim remarked that 
the “yolk was on him”. Later that day Bob and I found a 
Blanding’s Turtle, our first, and were delighted to show it to 
the group. Even in those days, Bob had a camera and was 
taking pictures of wildlife.

Although I was older then Bob, we became fast friends and 
shared many an outing to Long Point, Rondeau and Point 
Pelee, often sleeping under blankets in the open air with the 
ever-present mosquitoes. When I joined the military we lost 
touch for a while, but met on occasion when I was able to 
get to Point Pelee in the spring. When I was transferred to 
Winnipeg, I was pleasantly surprised to find Bob living there.

Even in those early years Bob became quite active in 
environmental issues and was able to share this pursuit 

through the use of his photographs throughout the Toronto 
area and beyond. He was also one of the founders of the 
highly successful bird-banding station on Point Pelee which 
ran for several decades before the Feds closed it down for 
whatever reason. An excellent birder, Bob was also quite 
interested in other facets of wildlife.

As most Nature Manitoba members would know, he often 
led tours to Churchill and Africa, especially Kenya, and 
those were pretty much his bread and butter. Financial 
success in professional photography is never easy and in 
spite of the fact that he was an expert in this field, he 
intimated that at times he struggled to make ends meet. He 
supplemented his income selling calendars and photography 
books of the Manitoba landscape, The Great Gray Owl and 
The Edge of the Arctic (polar bears in Churchill). Largely 
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Bob Taylor (left) birding with George Holland 
in Rondeau Provincial Park in Ontario in 2008.
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President’s Corner
by Donald Himbeault

A Tribute to our Tripleaders

Being the thrifty person I am, I will at times 
search the internet for deals on various things I need or at least think I 
need, such as more outdoor equipment. In doing so, I will enter words like 

canoe, snowshoes, skis, etc, in the search field of the classified ad website, and 
along with all the interesting bargains will sometimes appear ads posted by 
people looking for like-minded individuals with whom to do outdoor activities, 
such as hiking, canoeing and camping. Putting on my President’s hat, I reply to 
those ads including a link to the Nature Manitoba website, suggesting they 
check out the outdoor activities page.

While it is only anecdotal, my inadvertent discovery of such persons looking for 
outdoor experiences would suggest there is a significant group of people out 
there who remain stranded in their urban hovels for lack of a network with 
outdoor amateurs. Conversely within our membership, many of us are fortunate 
enough to have a group of friends and acquaintances that we can easily mobilize 
for an outing, or perhaps have enough experience and confidence to simply 
venture out alone on such activities. In fact, I would guess that for many in  
this latter group, it was through being a member of Nature Manitoba that this 
entourage and ability was gained. But for some 
people, it would seem that one of the few 
resources they have to live these nature experi-
ences would be our outdoor program.

Of the two types of groups I described above,  
I would probably put myself somewhere in the 
middle, which would probably be the case for 
many people. I very much make use of and enjoy 
the trips offered in the outdoor program, which 
has brought me to places I would never have 
ventured under my own initiative. And then I 
have my list of favorite places I will undertake to visit either alone or with 
special friends or family. But as mentioned earlier, many of those favorite places 
I discovered through a Nature Manitoba outing or member. 

All this is to underscore the valuable contribution that our trip leaders make 
towards providing outdoor adventures for our members that enrich their life ex-
periences and that perhaps otherwise would not be available to them. I suspect 
the leaders themselves may not even be aware of the full impact they have when 
taking out a group to somewhere special; for them, getting out in our natural 
environment is simply a natural thing to do. Also with this message, I hope to 
encourage those of you who perhaps once were that nature-disconnected person 
stranded in the city, but now brimming with experiences of the wonderful 
places you have been, to lead an outdoor trip to help perpetuate our cause. 

As a final note, if you join one of those hikes, canoe paddles, or birding trips, at 
the end, before your thoughts start to focus on getting back home and life’s 
other obligations, don’t forget to let the trip leader know how much you 
appreciated their efforts to organize the outing and sharing their outdoor 
experience with you.
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by Tommy Allen
Photo: Trevor Wheadon
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Francy grew up in Win-
nipeg and remembers being quite 
active outdoors, riding her bike 

throughout Fort Garry. Her father was a 
home builder, and although neither of 
her parents were nature enthusiasts, 
they did have a cottage and boat at Gull 
Lake, south of Grand Beach, which gave 
Francy and her two siblings a strong 
connection to nature.

It wasn’t until Francy was a student at 
University of Manitoba that she and her 
friends began doing some wilderness 
activities like canoeing and hiking. Once 
she completed her Bachelor of Arts, 
majoring in sociology, she got a job at 
Manitoba Hydro. She quickly moved up 
and into the Human Resources depart-
ment, where she spent most of her 36 
years at Hydro. Throughout her career 
she has always enjoyed cycling, skiing, 
taking her kids camping at Falcon and 
Caddy lakes as well as 
Spruce Sands, and has 
more recently taken 
up kayaking.

Since she retired 
nearly four years ago 
she has been able to fill her time with all 
sorts of activities. Someone at Manitoba 
Hydro had told Francy about a local 
cycling club called Spinners, and after 
joining, someone in Spinners told her 
about Nature Manitoba for year-round 

outdoor activities. Francy 
became a member of Nature Manitoba 
in 2011, beginning with some hikes led 
by Rose Kuzina, and soon after joined 
the Grey Hares. “It’s great doing 
activities with other people who enjoy 
nature and being outdoors in all the 
seasons.” It didn’t take long before 
Francy’s enthusiasm was noticed by 
John Gray, who handed over his position 
of ‘Communications Coordinator’ for the 
Grey Hares to her last year.

Francy has also kept active since 
retirement by driving down to Florida 
every winter and visiting her brother in 
Texas, where she enjoys kayaking and 
biking while her home in St. Vital is 
covered in snow. She’s an active volun-
teer for the Bombers, the EcoAdventure 
Race at FortWhyte Alive, and the 
Manitoba Marathon among other things. 
Geocaching has become another source 

of unending discovery: 
“It’s a great way to see 
new places, whether 
you’re traveling or right 
near your home.” She’s 
been using the Geo-
caching.com app (only 

$9.99), finding over 200 geocaches over 
the last two years. She looks forward to 
connecting with other Nature Manitoba 
members who are geocaching them-
selves, or are interested in starting.

FRANCY 
WHEADON

Welcome New Members!
Aug 15th, 2013 – Oct. 14th, 2013

Ashley Adams
Zahra Basseri

Lynn Bates
Tamara Bernstein

Yvette Berube
Wendy Buelow
Beata Gorczyca
Sandy Hudson

Rhonda Keppler
Lori Lovell

Amanda Lussier
Kevin & Anita Miller

Rob Shearer
Lenore Taylor

Diana Teal
Janet Thomsen &  
Gordon Fleming

Brian Unger
Bernice Wiebe

“It’s great doing activities 
with other people who 

enjoy nature and being 
outdoors in all the seasons.”

Our GIANT Garage Sale: 
Sat. March 29, 2014 
Nature Manitoba’s next Giant Garage 
Sale will be on Sat. March 29, 2014. 
Volunteers are always needed, call 
the office at 204-943-9029 to place 
yourself on the list of volunteers.

Please keep in mind that we can 
pick-up and store smaller items 
prior to that. Just call the office 
and we will arrange a pick-up. 

Proposed Cemetery  
in Falcon Lake
A cemetery is being proposed between 
the TransCanada Trail and the main 
Whiteshell Park service road. An 
enchanting Red Pine Forest had been 
planted there many years ago. A 
beautiful TransCanada Trail was built, 
from donations, through this forest. 
This area is one of the most scenic 
parts of the Whiteshell Trail and on a 
lovely scenic drive for all of the park’s 
visitors – not a place for a cemetery!

Read Marlene Pontifex’s full post on 
our website, which also includes more 
information and e-mail contacts:

www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=news-
articles/cemetery-falcon-lake

http://www.geocaching.com
http://www.geocaching.com
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=news-articles/cemetery-falcon-lake
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=news-articles/cemetery-falcon-lake
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Encounters of the
       NATURAL Kind

Please send us 
your short stories 

(approx. 300-500 
words) of interesting 

encounters with 
Manitoba nature.

One tough bird…
by Nella Schmidt

Thump!!! Dismayed, I watched a bird 
plummet to the ground. I wondered 

what had caused it to fly into the 
window with such speed. But I could 
not see any predator. With the force the 
victim had impacted the pane, I doubted 
it was still alive. As I looked out to where 
it may have fallen, to my surprise the 
bird flew up, if somewhat unsteadily, 
then crossed the lawn, the sidewalk, the 
boulevard and landed in the middle of 
the street. Just then a car approached. It 
seemed like the bird would not be able 
to escape the tires, but it did. Then, gut 

wrenching, I witnessed it collide against 
the side of the vehicle, turn a somersault 
and drop onto the centre of the street. 
It lay inert. I watched and waited and 
waited. Then I thought I noticed a minis-
cule shift in position. A look through my 
binoculars seemed to confirm my obser-
vation, but I did not raise my hopes. How 
could a bird survive two “head-ons”?

Deciding to check the bird and remove it, 
if necessary, from the street, I collected 
a plastic bag on my way out. When I 
arrived beside it, I was amazed. It was 
hunched on its own two feet. As I bent 

down for a closer look, it fluttered its 
wings, rose and very unsteadily winged 
to the other side of the street. I had 
had just enough time to identify it – a 
Red-eyed Vireo. As I observed it fleeing 
towards safety, a truck approached from 
the opposite direction. It was forced to 
stop. Without moving I continued to 
watch the vireo land safely in a tree. I 
am sure the driver must have wondered 
what I, clutching a plastic bag, was 
doing obstructing traffic while seem-
ingly gazing vacantly into thin air. Did I 
care? Of course not! I was too elated.

A Hummingbird’s Tongue
from Dennis Swayze

Upon looking through my photos of a female hummingbird 
from Aug. 24 in Gimli, I noticed that its tongue appeared to 

be jointed – this looked very weird to me! I sent out several 
emails to inquire about this and received the following reply 
from a colleague in Victoria, B.C.:

“After hand feeding/raising over 200 baby hummers and 
tending to even more injured adults, I can assure you that 
neither the “bent” tongue or the “chop licking” is normal. 
Whenever we saw such things the tongue was what we termed 
“broken” – usually though physical injury. We also saw many 
who had developed an infection in the tongue mechanism 
(usually Thrush from nectars made with honey) and could no 
longer retract the tongue; which then went on to be the usual 
cause of broken tongue. It is a pretty delicate mechanism and 
not designed to be out waving in the wind when they are flying.”

Another contact replied about the mechanism itself:

“The one photo clearly shows the “joint” you referred to…  
which is also illustrated in the diagram [at left]. Hummingbird’s 
tongues are composed of two parts, a hypoid apparatus and 
the actual slender tongue. The hypoid apparatus curves up 
over the hummingbird’s skull and act as a flexible sliding anchor 
for the tongue. The location where the hypoid apparatus and 
tongue come together is the “joint” you are seeing in the 
picture. This two-parted tongue structure is why a hummingbird 
can extend its tongue so far out of its bill.”

The bird world is quite fascinating – I just happened to find a 
hummingbird that was willing to show her “broken tongue” or 
“hypoid apparatus”. 
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Canoeing Bird River
In mid August, Jerry Ameis led a 
canoe trip through the Bird River 
system, reaching as far as Eagle 
Lake. While Jerry has done many 
trips in this area, there are always 
new and unexpected challenges to 
be found. Here, Jerry is passing the 

canoe like a shuttle through a loom of 
fallen trees at one of the portages.

Hoo’s around the corner?
by Eugene Szach

Nature can offer marvellous sensory delights in even the 
most typical of suburban neighbourhoods, such as my 

own in North Kildonan. Sometimes these delights are sea-
sonal, as when Bunn’s Creek, fed by the spring melt, becomes 
a temporary lake that attracts unusual visitors. This past 
spring, for example, I enjoyed the company of both a Pied-
billed Grebe and a Horned Grebe on the same afternoon as 
they drifted on the quiet, swollen waters of the creek.

But nature’s suburban surprises can come in sharp, single 
events as well. One such memorable occasion was a calm, 
misty evening in September. The light rain seemed both 
cooling and soothing as darkness began to fall. “Perfect for 
jogging,” I thought as I pulled on my running shoes and set 
off from my driveway. I had reached my turnaround point 
and was heading back home, lost in my thoughts as my 
shoes slapped rhythmically on the wet pavement. Suddenly, 
the evening stillness was pierced by the unmistakable 
hooting of an owl. I stopped, transfixed by this quiet but 
majestic call that filled the air around me. The hooting 
repeated itself periodically as I ran home for my binoculars. 
I tracked the sound to a spruce tree right around the corner 
from my house, and made out the silhouette of a Great 
Horned Owl in the deepening darkness. The bird followed 
with another set of hoots, then silence, then more hooting. 
To my surprise and immense delight, this latest outburst 

drew a response from an apparently nearby location: hoo 
hoo hooo; hoo hoo hooo. I scanned the surrounding trees 
with my binoculars and located a second Great Horned Owl 
about 100 metres away in a bare deciduous tree. 

The give and take continued for several more repetitions, 
with the responding hoots being of a significantly lower 
pitch. According to The Birds of Manitoba (published by 
Nature Manitoba), the beckoning bird was a female and the 
responder (with the lower pitch) a male – somewhat 
counter intuitive, since a female owl is larger than a male 
and might be expected to have a huskier call. I even had 
time to go back home and bring my wife Doreen over to 
enjoy the show. Eventually, both birds flew off to the north 
and escaped further detection from me and my friend Ed 
Gilroy, who had also arrived on the scene in response to my 
own calling (on the telephone).

I recounted this experience to Rudolf Koes, who advised 
that the birds were probably marking territory. That in itself 
is noteworthy, because according to The Birds of Manitoba 
territorial hooting occurs infrequently outside the breeding 
season, which for Great Horned Owls begins as early as 
February and proceeds through the spring. In any event, I 
was enormously fortunate to have had a genuine woodland 
experience right outside my own yard!

Don Himbeault

Manitoba Wildlife Federation’s  
2nd Annual Fundraising Banquet 

Thursday, November 7, 2013 

RAFFLES, AUCTIONS  
AND  

GUEST SPEAKERS! 
Proceeds will benefit 
MWF’s outdoor education 
and conservation programs.   
 
The 2013 Wild at Heart 
event is proud to highlight 
the “Becoming an Out-
doors Woman” program.  
This program is a dynamic 
weekend of instruction, 
camaraderie and confi-
dence building challenges 
for women.   
 
MWF is asking for your 
support in making Wild at 
Heart a success by purchas-
ing tickets, becoming a 
banquet sponsor or donat-
ing items for our fundrais-
ing auctions.   

Victoria Inn, 1808 Wellington Ave, Winnipeg 
RECEPTION 6:00PM   DINNER 7:00PM 

 
Individual Tickets: $65  

Youth Ticket: $45 
Bronze Table: $500 Silver Table: $1000 

To purchase tickets or for information,  
please contact MWF  

204.633.5967/toll free 877.633.4868  
mwf.mb.ca 
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Nature in the News...

Friends of Birds Hill Park (FoBHP) is announcing  
the adoption of the most popular trail in Birds Hill 
Provincial Park – Cedar Bog Trail. FoBHP’s goal is to 

facilitate adaptation of the trail to support public apprecia-
tion of this unique natural area while safeguarding its 
ecosystem. To meet this end, FoBHP will collaborate on 
producing educational material and developing an ecologi-
cal restoration plan.

Cedar Bog Trail goes through various habitats including a 
cedar bog, tall-grass prairie and aspen/oak parkland. Over 
time some areas of the trail have been degraded. FoBHP is 
working in cooperation with Manitoba Conservation and 
Water Stewardship and park staff to determine the extent 
and degree of human impact and develop a plan to rehabili-
tate degraded areas.

Volunteers who share a passion for Birds Hill Park will play 
a key role in the trail’s care, and their labour will be vital to 
ongoing conservation efforts. Members of the public are 
invited to support this project by volunteering or through 
making a tax-deductible donation. In addition, the Cedar 
Bog Trail Restoration project is in the running for support 
through Shell Canada’s vote-based grant competition called 
‘Fuelling Change”. To vote, visit www.fuellingchange.com.

FoBHP is a registered Canadian charity committed to the 
conservation and ecological preservation of Birds Hill 
Provincial Park. It is our mission to raise environmental 
awareness among park visitors and neighbours, and to 
engage volunteers in ecological stewardship of the park.

“This initiative is a great and welcomed example of partner-
ship in action as envisioned in our new parks strategy called 
Building the Parks Province...This will upgrade a popular trail 
to help attract more families to become active and aware of 
the park’s unique habitats.”

– Hon. Gord Mackintosh,  
Minister of Conservation & Water Stewardship

“Restoring natural areas makes us part of a very important 
environmental mission. Few of southern Manitoba’s wild areas 
remain. Bringing back even a small part of that is a vital part 
of ensuring that this rich, ancient biological and cultural 
heritage will never become extinct. It also is a fun, enjoyable 
and educational family activity. It enables participants of all 
ages and abilities to make a real difference on the land. 
Habitat restoration puts us in touch with our history and the 
land that supports us all.”

– John P. Morgan,  
President of Prairie Habitats Inc.

Friends of Birds Hill Park announces adoption of the Cedar Bog Trail
(Press Release from Friends of Birds Hill Park, September 13, 2013)
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Cedar Bog Trail in 2009
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Eastern White 
Cedar along the 
Cedar Bog Trail

http://www.fuellingchange.com
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Greener Thumbs  
in the Grey Hares

by Pat Gray

For a different sort of trip in mid-Septem-
ber the Grey Hares visited Sage Garden 
Herbs. According to their website Sage 

Garden Herbs is the only Winnipeg garden 
centre using 100% organic fertilizers and 
100% non-toxic pest management on all their 
plants (including herbs, perennials, fragrant 
flowers, exotics and vegetables). Dave Hanson, 
who established the nursery, met with us and 
shared his knowledge and enthusiasm, telling 
us about some of his favourite plants and 
answering questions. 

Dave has had a passion for studying plants 
from his teenage years. The nursery has 
expanded over the years and now sells herbs, 
in a wonderful number of varieties, vegetables, 
including heirloom varieties, and native plants 
plus many unusual and interesting plants, 
succulents and cacti for indoors and outdoors. 
He also stocks organic fertilizers and soil. 

Dave demonstrated his willingness to share his knowledge in 
answering questions from the group on everything from tulips 
to grow lights, helpful books on gardening, discouraging 
rabbits, taking cuttings (which he demonstrated), potting up 
plants, soil amendments and why they are needed, and more. 
When asked where he gets his ideas for new and interesting 
plants, Dave said this comes from sharing with customers, from 
working with other specialist nurseries, and sometimes from 
taking cuttings from a plant he sees to check if it will grow… 
and it probably does for him!

The Grey Hares had time to tour the nursery and pinch and 
sniff the various herbs – a visit can be a wonderfully aromatic 
experience! Growing the plants organically is much healthier 
for their staff, for gardeners, and for the planet. 

We followed up the visit with 
a picnic lunch in Henteleff 
Park. As the conversation 
over lunch was almost 
entirely on gardening, I think 
we must have been pretty 

fired up by the Sage Garden Herbs visit. The group had a good 
walk around the park enjoying the fall colours, and checking 
out the trees and plants. There are good trails both for walking 
and cycling, and the signs give lots of interesting information. 
It is a place for a fall walk and one of the members commented 
that it is also a great place for bird watching early in the day. 
The history of the Park was written up in the May/June 2013 
issue of Nature Manitoba News by Marilyn Latta, who has been 
very involved with the park right from the start. 

Sage Garden Herbs: 3410 St. Mary’s Road (5 minutes south 
of the Perimeter Hwy). 204-257 2715, www.herbs.mb.ca.

Henteleff Park: west side of St. Mary’s Road, just north of  
the intersection with Warde Avenue. 

Kevin Miller
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The Grey Hares at a presentation 
by Dave Hanson in one of the 

Sage Garden Herbs greenhouses.

Discovering plants, among 
other things, in Henteleff Park.

“Sage Garden Herbs claims to be the 
only Winnipeg garden centre using 

100% organic fertilizers and 100% non-
toxic pest management on all their plants.”

http://www.herbs.mb.ca


 Page 8 Nature Manitoba News Vol. 5, Issue 6 - Nov. / Dec. 2013

because of his superb polar bear photographs, he contrib-
uted immensely to the ecotourism industry in Churchill. In 
his pursuit of the perfect photograph, he had unlimited 
patience and fortitude: on one occasion he lay for almost 
ten hours quite still in a mosquito-infested swamp off 
Spruce Siding Road to obtain the image he wanted of a 
Great Gray Owl on its nest. 

This past May at Point Pelee, Bob broke the sad news that 
his colon cancer had returned: his prognosis was five 
months at the most. However, in the interim he was going 
to live life to the fullest. (He lasted three months after he 
left Pelee.) 

He asked me to join him in quest of a Kentucky Warbler 
seen earlier along one of the trails in Post Woods near the 
Nature Centre. Over the trail along the way, a Wood Thrush 
was singing its beautiful song not more than three metres 
away. He asked me if I remembered when we first heard 
this bird singing at Pelee so many years ago. I couldn’t 
remember, but he did. He added that when he left Pelee he 
would never hear this species singing again. That moment 
hit me hard; what does one say under these circumstances? 

I am a firm believer that worthiness has to be earned 
because it has to come from within. Integrity, reputation, 
unselfishness and likeability are among those qualities that 
make one worthy of good character. Bob had those and 
more. I, for one among the many, will miss him and his 
dubious humour, but the memories of the times Bob and I 
shared in our early youth will always be treasured. 

Ed. note: Bob Taylor was a member of Nature Manitoba since 
1977, and in 2005, George Holland presented him with the 
Ralph Bird Award in recognition of his outstanding contribu-
tions as a naturalist, wildlife photographer, birder, outdoor 
leader and nature educator.

When my family and I moved south from Cranberry 
Portage in the mid-1970’s, I joined the Manitoba 
Natural History Society (now Nature Manitoba) 
because I had been reading about it in the Winnipeg 
Free Press. At my first meeting, Ardythe McMaster was 
the official greeter who welcomed me and asked why I 
had joined. My response was that I wanted to meet 
David Hatch and Robert Taylor because I wanted to 
learn about birds and photography.

Within 5 minutes she introduced me to both of them 
and they became life-long friends. I shared many 
birding and photo sessions with Bob at Churchill, Point 
Pelee, and around Manitoba as Bob worked on his 
books about our beautiful province.

Thanks, Bob, for the inspiration, the encouragement, 
and the friendship. I might never have been a birder 
and photographer without your patient teaching skills.

I will dedicate my show on the December 9th Discovery 
Evening to his memory (see pages 22-23).

– Dennis Fast, Past-President of Nature Manitoba  
(from an Aug. 22 posting on ManitobaBirds)

My family are among the many who had the good 
fortune of knowing Bob through his photography, his 
company and leadership on distant trips, his knowledge 
of wild creatures and places, and above all his gener-
osity and good humour. A great loss indeed.

– Peter Taylor, Pinawa  
(from an Aug. 16 posting on ManitobaBirds)

Bob was a quiet inspiration to me in many ways, from 
his complimenting me on my photography or through 
his positive contributions to the Breeding Bird Atlas and 
other projects we worked on. Indeed, Bob has had a 
phenomenal influence on so many people, as a mentor, 
collaborator, and especially as a great friend. His 
remarkably positive attitude, his love of life and genuine 
passions for wildlife was always a breath of fresh air. 
So dedicated, generous and gracious of spirit was Bob 
that he phoned me in July to tell me he had atlas data 
for me to pick up (this despite numerous bouts of 
chemotherapy).

– Christian Artuso  
(from an Aug. 16 posting on ManitobaBirds)

Memories of Robert Taylor
(...continued from page 1)

Special thanks to Bob’s longtime friend, Mike McEvoy, for 
sharing these photos, taken by unidentified friends/clients.
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Ted Muir has graciously shared the following poem 
written by Peter Sawatzky and read at the graveside 

of Bob Taylor when he was buried in Glenboro. 

BOB
The call of a Loon, on a misty lake 
Brightens the day, as we awake.

Oh, but listen,
I hear a Chickadee in the tree above

and the soft cooing of a Mourning Dove.
There are Meadowlarks in the sky

There are Lions on the plains
The legacy he has left, will not be in vain.

The Grey Owl floats on silent wings
and the birds he loves will forever sing.

STOP, LOOK and LISTEN
It is so precious what we’ve been given

The passion he had came from deep within
and there was many a story that left you with a grin.

From Tundra and Forests to African Plains
the knowledge he shared, is our gain.
He has left us, all with memories fond
and the silent steps of the Spirit Bear,

will be, forever gone.

A Poem by Bob Taylor 
from Manitoba: Seasons of Beauty (2002)

My canoe is on the shore, 
At rest. 

Moonlight dances upon placid waters 
As another memorable day draws to a close.

The paddle sleeps, 
As does the paddler, 

Secure in the confines of a forest glade. 
Millions of stars sparkle through the pines 

While the night passes.
At dawn 

Its bow will seek a distant shore.
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A Trip to Riding  
Mountain National Park
by Martin Zeilig  
(A longer version of this article appeared in the Fall  
2013 Lifestyles supplement of The Jewish Post & News)

As he peers through his spotting scope, naturalist Celes 
Davar smiles with delight at the sight revealed through 
the lens: A pair of Trumpeter Swans and their four 

cygnets are swimming in single file some 200 metres away 
through the forest in a mid-sized pond.

We are parked at the side of a road leading to Lake Audy deep 
in the southeastern part of Riding Mountain National Park, I 
was on a three-day trip to the park in late June, and Celes 
Davar, President of Earth Rhythms, Inc., a learning adventure 
company offering small group experiential tourism experiences, 
was our guide on this particular day.

While waiting for my chance to get a close-up view of these 
largest of North American waterfowl, I breathe in the sweet 
scent of this thick aspen forest. Vibrantly coloured and per-
fumed wildflowers welcomed the sun streaked new day with 
open petals. They were at the height of 
their summer beauty. A pair of Common 
Alpine butterflies were fluttering from 
flower to flower, while songbirds provided a 
glorious chorus of melodies from their 
woodland domain.

“They’ve got pink bills, very definitely pink 
bills,” observes Davar, who shows me 
details of the Trumpeter Swans, and plays a 
recording of their loud, low pitched trumpeting from the iBird 
Pro app on his iPad. “Trumpeter Swans have been extending 
their range through Riding Mountain, specifically, over the past 
three years. This is so exciting.”

Our nature viewing had started even earlier that morning. We 
had spotted a couple of Red-tailed Hawks soaring above open 
fields, slowly turning circles on their broad, rounded wings. 

At one point, during the drive just outside the park, Celes pulls 
over to the side after sighting a coyote searching for his 
breakfast in a farmer’s field about 300 metres away. A few 
moments later, two medium-sized black bears, one of which 
had a cinnamon tinge to its shiny coat, sauntered across the 
highway. “It could be a mother bear and her two year old 
(adolescent) cub,” said Davar, adding that black bears are quite 
plentiful in, and near, the park. “In the 30-plus years that I’ve 
been here, the number of bears being hunted (in the region 
surrounding the park) is down. That’s an unscientific observa-
tion. But, I’m seeing less evidence of hunting of bears.” 

A bit further on, we came upon another adolescent bear 
stretched out on a day nest of grass that it had made at the 
base of a poplar. The young American black bear (Ursus 
americanus) raised his/her head drowsily, twitched its short 
sharp ears, exhaled audibly and then made itself comfortable 
again, as we stopped just a few metres away to take some 
photos from the safety of the vehicle.

While watching from the footbridge at the Lake Audy dam site, 
we witnessed a soaring and dipping Bald Eagle being harassed 
by a dive-bombing Osprey. The larger, more powerful raptor 
had probably strayed too close to the lanky hawk’s nest or 
fishing territory.

Over the next few hours, our wildlife encounters included a 
medley of birds (some of which we only heard) including 
Broad-winged hawks, Canada Geese, Bobolinks, Boreal 
Chickadees, Red-breasted Nuthatches, a couple of Ruby-
crowned Kinglets, Common Loons, Ring-necked Ducks, 

American Coots, and much more. 

Later, we were among thirty or so imposing 
but seemingly placid bison, which included 
several calves born this year, in the large 
Lake Audy Bison Enclosure. A female elk 
was also in the enclosure. She had become 
separated from her calf, which was on the 
other side of the high taut wire fence. 

Although we were at least 150 metres away from her, the 
frantic elk was trying to lead us away from her young calf, 
which trotted alongside its protective mother. Eventually, we 
drove on as the antlerless female high stepped it back the way 
she had come. That was another revealing glimpse into Mother 
Nature’s unending drama.

I also had the opportunity to go moose spotting with Winnipeg 
wildlife biologist Dr. Vince Crichton*, an ungulate specialist, on 
two evenings and one morning. He happened to be in the park 
conducting some research and taking photos. The park contains 
about 3500 moose. We encountered several young adult moose 
at licks – the result of winter road salt that had leached into the 
ditches by the side of Highway 10 and had become mixed with 
rainwater. Bears, white-tailed deer and elk make use of the 
licks too.

During my drive with Davar the previous day, he had said 
something that had stuck in my mind: “What I do is about 
connecting people to the natural world to rediscover the things 
that matter, and doing what we can individually to take care  
of the planet.”

Bull moose in Riding 
Mountain National Park.

D
r. Vince C

richton

*Dr. Vince Crichton will be our November 4th 
Discovery Evening speaker, on the topic of 
moose biology – see page 22 for details.

“...we were among thirty 
or so imposing but 

seemingly placid bison, 
which included several 
calves born this year...”
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... on provincial waffling 
and federal spinning

by Roger Turenne

Let’s start with a bit of good news. We 
wrote in these pages about the 
insanity of the proposal to set up a 

major peat mining operation in Hecla/Grindstone Provincial 
Park. In late August, the provincial government finally saw 
things our way and, in a courageous move, rescinded the 
company’s license and bought out its leases for $492,000. 
Knowing the strength of the mining lobby in this province, this 
was no small feat and the government deserves heaps of praise 
and support for this decision.

But why, oh why, is a step forward like this so often followed by 
one or two backward steps? One month after the announcement 
on Hecla/Grindstone, the same government issued a permit to 
Hudbay Minerals to develop a mine in woodland caribou 
habitat in Grass River Provincial Park, the first 
new mine to be started in a provincial park in 20 
years? Apparently “a park is a park is a park” (as 
Gary Doer used to say) except when it’s not…

And then there is the proposal for a major 
increase in the size of the cemetery at Falcon 
Lake in Whiteshell Provincial Park. Not an 
earthshaking development I must admit but one that once again 
underlines the confusion about what our provincial parks are 
supposed to be.

Switch over to the federal scene. Our former Environment 
minister Peter Kent is no longer in cabinet. He resigned prior  
to the last Cabinet shuffle in July. Had he seen the writing on 
the wall? In a perverse way, we will miss him – he provided an 
endless supply of rant-worthy material. From an environmental 
perspective however, his departure is welcome. One would  
hope that his replacement, Leona Aglukkaq, as a resident of 

Canada’s Arctic, might be more sensitive to issues regarding 
climate change.

Unfortunately, she failed her first test. In September the United 
Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change issued its 
fifth comprehensive report. It confirmed once again, with a 
level of consensus rarely seen in scientific circles, that we are 
headed towards a planetary catastrophe unless serious coordi-
nated action is taken among the nations of the world. Rather 
than deal with the issue at hand, Aglukkaq used the occasion to 
launch a gratuitous partisan attack on opposition parties, made 
no reference at all to the content of the IPCC report (which she 
apparently had not read), and claimed her government was 
“standing up for Canadian jobs.” Meaning what exactly?

Contrast her reaction to that of American Secretary of State 
John Kerry who stated that: “…the costs of inaction grow 
beyond anything that anyone with conscience or common sense 
should be willing to even contemplate.” But Aglukkaq is indeed 
willing. According to her, Canada is already “…playing a 
leadership role in addressing climate change.” Really? Canada is 
on pace to achieve only half of its 2020 promise to reduce 
greenhouse gases by 17 per cent below 2005 levels. Even that 
target was a severe pullback from Canada’s earlier commit-

ments under the Kyoto protocol. Also, three 
quarters of these reductions are the result of 
provincial actions rather than federal. According 
to the Conference Board of Canada, Canada 
ranks 15th of the 17 OECD countries in its 
environmental performance. Some leadership!

For another example of spin-doctoring an 
irresponsible policy into an affirmation of virtue, consider this. 
Against all logic and common sense the feds announced last 
year that they would shut down the Experimental Lakes Area. 
Many months spent attempting to salvage this globally impor-
tant facility ultimately resulted in its transfer to the Interna-
tional Institute for Sustainable Development. Winnipeg South 
Center Conservative MP Joyce Bateman then issued a press 
release lauding her government for saving such a “unique, 
world-class Experimental Lakes Area.” Talk about praising the 
arsonist for helping to put out the fire!

Mushroom Field Trip
On September 7, 2013 a field trip was led by Dr. 
David Punter (retired professor of botany) in Birds 
Hill Park. The workshop was for participants of Dr. 
Punter’s “Morels and Other Fungi” workshop which 
was held on April 30. Our next issue of Nature 
Manitoba News (Jan/Feb 2014) will include a listing 
of the 2014 Nature Manitoba Workshop Series.
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“Talk about 
praising the 

arsonist for helping 
to put out the fire!”
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To receive weekly updates of outdoor activities, send an email to triplist@naturemanitoba.ca.

Hike the Sandilands
Sat. November 2nd

Join Roger for an autumn hike 
in southeastern Manitoba.

Register with Roger Sutherland  
at 204-451-1219. [Rate 1-2]

Rae Trail Hike &  
Glenboro Fall Dinner

Sun. November 3rd
Hike the Rae Trail along the  

Assiniboine River (approx. 12 km). 
After the hike we will go to Glenboro 
to relax and enjoy their fall dinner. 

RSVP after October 25 to Rose Kuzina 
at rkuzina@mymts.net. [Rate 3]

Come & Go Mantario  
Work Party (part 2)

Wed. Oct. 30th - Sun. Nov. 3rd
The second of two trips to replenish 

the cabin and sauna fire wood supplies 
for the upcoming winter ski season. 

Participants/volunteers stay at the cabin 
at no charge and the majority of meals 
are made with the cabin food supplies.

Contact Dan Livingston at 204-619-2020 
or dannolivin@gmail.com. [Rate 5]

Hike Point Douglas/Elmwood
Sun. November 10th

Join Al for a hike through two older 
neighbourhoods. Meet at 9:30am in front 
of the Ross House on Meade St. N close to 

Euclid Ave. Dress for the weather and bring 
water/snacks. We could also have brunch 

at Neechi Commons (10 am to 2 pm).  
Register with Al Louer at 204-235-1790  

or alainlouer@hotmail.com [Rate 2]

Hike Birds Hill Park
Sun. November 17th

Join Roger for this autumn hike.
Register with Roger Sutherland  
at 204-451-1219. [Rate 1-2]

Hike Whiteshell Centennial Trail
Sat. November 23rd

Join Les McCann to hike the 11.4 km 
Precambrian Shield trail passing the 

landmark Lily Pond off Hwy 44. Not at all 
a gentle walk but certainly rewarding.  

Contact Les at 204-895-8108 or  
lmccann2001@yahoo.com [Rate 3]

Hike La Barriere Park
Sat. November 30th

Join Roger for this late autumn hike.
Register with Roger Sutherland  
at 204-451-1219. [Rate 1-2]

Inaugural Ski Trip to  
Mantario Cabin

Fri. Dec. 13th - Mon. Dec. 16th
Come out for the 2013/14 season’s 

inaugural ski to our communal haven on 
Mantario Lake. If snow conditions are good 

(i.e. minimal), participants may even get 
to skate most of the way to the cabin.

Contact Dan Livingston at 204-619-2020 
or dannolivin@gmail.com. [Rate 4-5]

Hike Assiniboine Forest
Sun. December 15th

Join Roger for this winter hike.
Register with Roger Sutherland  
at 204-451-1219. [Rate 1-2]

Ski Grand Beach
Sat. December 21st

Join Les McCann for a pleasant 
day of skiing at Grand Beach.

Contact Les at 204-895-8108 or  
lmccann2001@yahoo.com [Rate 2-3]

Hike Fort Whyte and IKEA Hill
Sun. December 29th

Join Roger Sutherland for this 
expedition through FortWhyte, plus 

we will conquer the IKEA hill!
Register with Roger Sutherland  
at 204-451-1219. [Rate 2-3]

Cycling in Minnesota
The Grey Hares went on a cycling trip 
in the Walker, Minnesota area, from 
Sept. 23 to 26, and rode along the Paul 
Bunyan and Heartland State Trails. 

Left-right: Brian Wagg, Marilyn 
Hurrell, Francy Wheadon, June 
Thomson, Sharron Bettess, 
Jim Bromley, Ted Harvey

Doug Belcher
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Free on Wednesdays?
Join the Grey Hares for interesting  

trips and activities and good company.

Hike the Pembina Valley
Wed. November 6th

Hike the trails of beautiful Pembina 
Valley Provincial Park south of Morden. 

Remember to bring a park pass.
Sharron Bettess at 204-256-2248 or  

Marilyn Hearn at 204-895-4659. [Rate 2]

Hike Birds Hill Park
Wed. November 13th

Hike the trails at Birds Hill Park. 
Remember to bring a park pass.

Brian Bettess at 204-256-2248. [Rate 2]

Cycle River Road
Wed. November 20th

Cycle River Road from Larters Golf 
Course to Selkirk including a warm 
lunch at Tim Hortons! Weather and 
conditions dependent, so check in 
case we have to move to plan B. 

John Gray at 204-269-1765. [Rate 2-3]

Ski or Hike Birds Hill
Wed. November 27th

Ski or hike at Birds Hill Park. Weather 
and conditions dependent, so check 
in case we have to move to plan B. 

Remember to bring a park pass.
 John Gray 204-269-1765. [Rate 2] 

Ski Grand Beach
Wed. December 4th

Ski the rolling, forested, sheltered trails 
of Grand Beach. 20 km of sheltered trails 
in the spruce and pine forest with several 

warming huts and a number of overlapping 
loops. Remember to bring a park pass.

Marilyn Hearn at 204-895-4659. [Rate 2-3]

Ski or Hike Birds Hill
Wed. December 11th

Ski or Hike the beautifully 
groomed trails of Birds Hill Park. 
Remember to bring a park pass.

Doug Belcher at 204-334-2108. [Rate 2]

Ski Beaudry Park
Wed. December 18th

Ski the forested trails at Beaudry Park. 
Remember to bring a park pass.

June Thomson at 204-837-6469. [Rate 2]

GENERAL RATING 
GUIDELINES APPLICABLE 

TO ALL ACTIVITIES 
Rate 1 Novice: Typically 2 to 3 hours 

duration. Little or no experience required. 
Easy terrain. Limited physical fitness 

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

Rate 2 Intermediate: Typically 4-6 hours 
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable. Some steep or difficult terrain. 

Moderate physical fitness required. 
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

Rate 3 Advanced: Typically full day trip. 
Previous experience, significant skill and 

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult terrain. Sustained strenuous activity 

required. Weather not normally severe. 

Rate 4 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 

equipment and skills. Effects of inclement 
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

Rate 5 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Possible severe 
weather conditions – wind, cold rain, 
sleet – may halt trip and demand use 
of skilled survival techniques or make 

accidents or physical injuries life threat-
ening. Aid or rescue is difficult to obtain. 

PLEASE NOTE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot be 

reached, call the office at 204-943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

Lake Winnipeg Beaches
Sat. November 2nd

Late fall is a good time to look for lingering 
waterfowl, raptors and gulls along the 
beaches of S.E. Lake Winnipeg. Winter 
passerines, such as Snow Buntings and 

redpolls, should also be present. 
Call Rudolf Koes at 204-661-0763 for 
information or to register. [Rate 1-2]

Winnipeg River Outing
Sun. December 1st

This is your chance to get a start on your 
winter list. We hope to see lingering 
waterfowl, such as Long-tailed Duck 
and Harlequin Duck, or rare gulls.

Call Peter Taylor at 204-753-2977 for 
details or to register. [Rate 1-2]

Winnipeg Christmas  
Bird Count 2013

Sun. December 15th
This is a great opportunity to see some 

wintering birds in the city. Join tens 
of thousands of other birders across 
North America in this event and help 
contribute to our knowledge of winter 
bird distribution. A potluck dinner and 

compiling session will be held afterwards.
Contact Rudolf Koes at 204-661-0763 

for details or to register. [Rate 1]

Paddling in Ontario
The Grey Hares canoed and 

kayaked in Ontario from Aug 13 
to 16, led by June Thomson. They 

stayed at War Eagle Lake, and 
paddled along the Winnipeg River, 

heading north from Kenora.

Francy W
headon

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
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by Gordon Grieef

The 2013 fall hawk watch took place on Sep. 7 with nine 
groups participating. The early morning temperature of 12°C 
rose to 25°C but northeast winds of 30 to 40 kph severely 

restricted any hawk migration and kept most passerines hunkered 
down in the undergrowth. See page 16 for a table of the 2013 fall 
hawk watch results.

This year, 11 species of hawks were 
seen, which is a little below the 
average over the 35 years that the 
fall hawk watch has been run. The 
total count of 381 hawks is consider-
ably below the long term average of 
543 birds. This year the Pine Falls 
count was not run which resulted in 
a drop in Turkey Vulture numbers to 
64 birds from the long term average 
of 108. The 33 Bald Eagles seen this 
year is considerably below the 
numbers that have been seen over 
the past six or seven years. Northern 
Harrier and American Kestrel 
numbers were at 45% of the long term average and Red-tailed 
Hawks were at 80% of the average. The number of Merlins that 
were counted is 25% above average. Swainson’s Hawks made an 
excellent showing this year with more than double the average 
number of birds being seen. Counts of all other raptor species were 
generally in line with their long term averages.

Over the course of the day the nine groups tallied 162 species, 
including the 11 species of raptors. This is just above the long term 
average of 155 species over the 28 years that I have been keeping 
track of all species seen. 

The following is a brief description of the areas covered, the 
participants and some of their more interesting sightings.

AREA 1 – Cal Cuthbert, Ken and Colleen Barclay, Gillian Richards, 
Colin Blyth, Al Rogosin, Louanne Reid, Margaret Yorke and Millie 
Reid spent four hours along the east side of the Assiniboine River 
Valley just northeast of Virden. They also birded the Oak Lake area 
in the afternoon. They saw 100 Ruddy Ducks, 500 American White 
Pelicans, 300 American Coots, 1000 Sandhill Cranes and 800 
Franklin’s Gulls. Their day’s count was 61 species.

AREA 2 – Rob Parsons, Liis Veelma and Jo Swartz visited Carman, 
Morden, the Pembina River valley near Windygates and Manitou. 
They had the only Wild Turkeys, Black-billed Cuckoo and Horned 
Lark seen by any of the groups. Their day’s count was 53 species.

AREA 3 – The area south and west of Portage la Prairie on both 
sides of the Assiniboine River was covered by Linda Pearn, 
Katharine Schulz, Neil Butchard and Cathy Dewar. They saw the 

only Sora, Yellow-throated Vireo and Brown-headed Cowbird seen 
by any of the groups. They also saw 6 Red-headed Woodpeckers, 6 
Eastern Kingbirds, 479 Barn Swallows and 82 American Gold-
finches. They saw 73 species over the course of the day.

AREA 4 – The Lynch Point to Delta area was covered by Garry 
Budyk, John Weier and Gene Walz. They had the only Stilt 
Sandpiper, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Long-billed Dowitcher, 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Magnolia Warbler and Dark-eyed Junco 
reported by any of the groups. They saw 193 Mourning Doves and 
65 Bank Swallows over the course of the day. Their total count for 
the day was 111 species, by far the highest of any of the groups.

AREA 5 – Marlene Waldron and Ward Christianson covered the 
Shoal Lakes and St. Ambroise areas. They saw the only Semipal-
mated Plover, Blue-headed Vireo, Greater Scaup, Cape May 
Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler and Bobolinks 
seen by any of the groups. A Green Heron at West Shoal Lake was 
their “find-of-the-day”. They saw 27 Forster’s Terns, 9 Yellow-
bellied Sapsuckers and 33 Great Egrets during the day. Their total 
for the day was 106 species.

AREA 6 – Ken Gardner covered the 
Grosse Isle and Grant’s Lake area and 
East, West and North Shoal Lakes and 
as far north as Inwood. Ken saw 70 
Bonaparte’s Gulls, 19 Blue Jays and 
55 American Robins. He also saw at 
least 2000 blackbirds but they were 
too far away to identify as to species. 
His day’s count was 74 species.

AREA 7 – Oak Hammock Marsh and 
the west shore of Lake Winnipeg from 
Matlock to the south end of Hecla 
Island were covered by myself, Andy 
Courcelles and Don Wilson. We saw 
the only Cackling Goose, American 
Black Duck, Sharp-tailed Grouse, 

Short-billed Dowitcher, Brown Creeper and Harris’s Sparrow seen 
by any of the groups. We saw 6500 Canada Geese and 90 Savan-
nah Sparrows. Our total count for the day was 93 species.

AREA 8 – Birds Hill Park, Gull Lake and Patricia, Grand and 
Victoria Beaches were visited by Nella Schmidt, James Whitelaw 
and Ron Dueck. They found 8 Osprey, 1760 Ring-billed Gulls, 10 
Gray Catbirds and 20 American Pipits. They saw the only Tundra 
Swan, Red-breasted Merganser and Olive-sided Flycatcher seen by 
any of the groups. Their day’s count was 65 species.

AREA 9 – The area from Winnipeg and Ile des Chenes east to 
Dugald and Elma was covered by Lars Jansson, Al Mickey, Ryan 
Porteous and Ron Austin. They had the only Ruffed Grouse, 
Pileated Woodpecker and Lark Sparrow recorded by any of the 
groups. They found 42 Northern Flickers and 13 Purple Finches. 
Their day’s total was 58 species.

The “regular” table of sightings (next page) covers August and 
September with a few catch-up sightings from July.

I have included a few sightings (other than shorebirds) made by 
Christian Artuso when he was doing a shorebird survey at Seal 
River north of Churchill. To view the impressive list of 20 shore-
bird species that he counted, go to the ManitobaBirds Yahoo group 
and check his post of September 4, 2013.

If you locate some unusual birds during the fall, be sure to post them 
on the ManitobaBirds Yahoo group or email them to me at 
ggrieef@mts.net. If you do not have internet access, you can mail 
them to me at 31 Kara Cove, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R2N 3C2.

2013 Fall Hawk Watch

Great Egret on Sep. 22 
at FortWhyte Alive

Doug Belcher
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
Ross's Goose 21 Sep 26 13 Oak Hammock Marsh J. & G. Grieef
Brant 87 Aug 27 13 Seal River C. Artuso
Cackling Goose 2000 Sep 20 13 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Trumpeter Swan 1 Sep 9 13 Fisher Branch J. Smith
American Black Duck 575 Sep 3 13 Seal River C. Artuso
Blue-winged Teal 300 Aug 21 13 West Shoal Lake K. Gardner
Yellow-billed Loon 1 Sep 8 13 Goose Lake D. Raitt
Great Egret 12 Aug 11 13 Whitewater Lake L. Jansson, R. Clarke, N. Butchard, R. Austin
Great Egret 1 Aug 21 13 Winnipeg Fort Whyte Alive Birding & Breakfast group
Great Egret 17 Aug 21 13 West Shoal Lake K. Gardner
Great Egret 33 Sep 5 13 West Shoal Lake R. Koes
Great Egret 16 Sep 7 13 Whitewater Lake C. Artuso, et al
Snowy Egret 1 Sep 7 13 Whitewater Lake C. Artuso, et al
Green Heron 1 Sep 7 13 West Shoal Lake W. Christianson, M. Waldron
White-faced Ibis 15 Aug 11 13 Whitewater Lake L. Jansson, R. Clarke, N. Butchard, R. Austin
White-faced Ibis 55+ Sep 7 13 Whitewater Lake C. Artuso, et al
White-faced Ibis 36 Sep 10 13 Boissevain C. Cuthbert
White-faced Ibis 45 Sep 15 13 Whitewater Lake G. Alexander
Black Vulture 1 Sep 4 13 Lake Francis N. Butchard, A. Mickey
Turkey Vulture 56 Sep 30 13 Whytewold C. McPherson, R. Methot
Bald Eagle 13 Sep 30 13 Whytewold C. McPherson, R. Methot
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1453 Sep 30 13 Whytewold C. McPherson, R. Methot
Broad-winged Hawk 76 Sep 30 13 Whytewold C. McPherson, R. Methot
Golden Eagle 1 Aug 1 13 Ninette L. Jansson, R. Clarke, N. Butchard, R. Austin
Golden Eagle 1 Sep 30 13 Whytewold C. McPherson, R. Methot
American Kestrel 47 Sep 30 13 Whytewold C. McPherson, R. Methot
Merlin 8 Sep 30 13 Whytewold C. McPherson, R. Methot
Peregrine Falcon 1 Aug 21 13 West Shoal Lake K. Gardner
Peregrine Falcon 1 Sep 29 13 St. Jean Baptiste L. Blanchette
Peregrine Falcon 6 Sep 30 13 Whytewold C. McPherson, R. Methot
Prairie Falcon 1 Aug 14 13 Oak Hammock Marsh C. Artuso, et al
Whooping Crane 1 Sep 25 13 Woodnorth T. Patterson
Killdeer 63 Aug 21 13 West Shoal Lake K. Gardner
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 2 Aug 1 13 Whitemouth P. Taylor
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 19 Aug 11 13 Oak Hammock Marsh C. Artuso, M. Gasner
Black-legged Kittiwake 1 Aug 28 13 Seal River C. Artuso
Thayer's Gull 1 Aug 25 13 Seal River C. Artuso
Iceland Gull 1 Sep 4 13 Seal River C. Artuso
Glaucous Gull 1 Aug 21 13 Seal River C. Artuso
Eurasian Collared-Dove 7 Aug 15 13 Portage la Prairie C. Roy
Common Nighthawk 100+ Aug 18 13 Whytewold C. McPherson
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 1 Sep 19 13 Lockport G. Machnee
Rufous Hummingbird 1 Sep 22 13 Newdale S. & R. Pederson
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 1 Sep 10 13 Winnipeg G. Grieef
Carolina Wren 1 Aug 17 13 Chalet Beach R. Methot, C. McPherson
Townsend's Solitaire 1 Sep 11 13 Riding Mountain N.P. E. Smith, L. Buelow-Smith
Brown Thrasher 1 Sep 20 13 Grand Beach R. Porteous, L. Jansson, R. Austin, L. Cocks
Brown Thrasher 2 Sep 26 13 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Black-throated Blue Warbler 1 Sep 22 13 Beaudry Prov. Park M. Cobus
Pine Warbler 1 Sep 10 13 Winnipeg G. Grieef
Bay-breasted Warbler 1 Aug 3 13 Headingley B. Shettler
Yellow-breasted Chat 1 July 19 - Aug. 9/13 Bradwardine  K. De Smet, m.ob.
Fox Sparrow 1 Sep 15 13 Winnipeg C. Artuso
White-throated Sparrow 1 Aug 24 13 Winnipeg G. Grieef
Harris's Sparrow 1 Sep 7 13 Oak Hammock Marsh D. Wilson, A. Courcelles, G. Grieef
White-crowned Sparrow 1 Aug 21 13 Richer G. Budyk, D. Dodgson
White-crowned Sparrow 1 Sep 7 13 Oak Hammock Marsh D. Wilson, A. Courcelles, G. Grieef
Lapland Longspur 885 Aug 31 13 Seal River C. Artuso
Northern Cardinal 1 Aug 11 13 Grosse Isle G. & K. McPherson, K. Gardner
Northern Cardinal 1 Sep 16 13 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 1 Sep 29 13 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Black-headed Grosbeak 1 Aug 30 13 Winnipeg R. Koes
Indigo Bunting 2 Sep 5 13 Brightstone G. Budyk, D. Dodgson
Common Grackle 1,000's Aug 19 13 Matlock C. McPherson
Purple Finch 1 Sep 4 13 Seal River C. Artuso
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Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas 
2013 Season Update
by Christian Artuso

The Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas completed its fourth 
(penultimate) field season this year. This was another 
hugely successful year with over 7,500 hours of 

survey effort and over 8,000 point counts logged (more to 
be entered), bringing the total number of survey hours to 
over 30,000 in 2,500 squares and the total number of point 
counts to over 28,000. We now have breeding evidence for 
292 species plus three hybrids, with confirmed breeding for 
263 species plus one hybrid (“Brewster’s Warbler” is a 
hybrid between Golden-winged and Blue-winged Warblers). 
Some of the highlights this year were adding Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, Yellow-breasted Chat and Field Sparrow to the list 
of possible or probable breeders. 

Once again, we owe a huge debt of gratitude to the small 
army of volunteers that dedicate so much of their time to 
listen to what the birds are telling us about our changing 
environment. Amazingly, each year we seem to grow a little 
and we now have over 970 registered volunteers registered. 
Moreover, many of our volunteers have commented on how 
they are increasing their capacity to identify and monitor 
birds thanks to the workshops we run every spring, coach-
ing from our dedicated regional coordinators and fellow 
atlassers, and, of course, from increased time outdoors 
practicing the art of atlassing and birding. 

In addition to all the hard work in southern Manitoba, this 
year we completed 21 remote expeditions by almost all 

modes of transportation (helicopter, float plane, boat, canoe 
and mostly by hiking!) in areas as diverse as the eastside of 
Lake Winnipeg to extreme northwestern Manitoba. Trips 
ranged from a few days to several weeks and from one to 
four people. Volunteers put their diverse skill sets to work  
to make these expeditions possible. With so many trips 
running simultaneously, this year we were joined by many 
volunteers from eastern Canada and the U.S.A. You can read 
more detail about trips and volunteers in the atlas newslet-
ters downloadable at: birdatlas.mb.ca/newsletter_en.jsp.

Next year is the final field season for the atlas so please 
consider pitching in to make 2014 our best year yet! Find 
your regional coordinator on the MB Breeding Bird Atlas 
website www.birdatlas.mb.ca/mbdata/coordinators.jsp 
and then contact them for advice on where effort is most 
needed to help with the project.

2013 Fall Hawk Watch Results

Amanda Guercio and a Parasitic 
Jaeger on “the Fen” in Churchill
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http://birdatlas.mb.ca/newsletter_en.jsp
http://www.birdatlas.mb.ca/mbdata/coordinators.jsp
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The Manitoba Chimney Swift Initiative in 2013
by Frank Machovec, Project Coordinator & Nature Manitoba member

The Manitoba Chimney Swift Initiative (MCSI) was active  
in 2013 thanks to an abundance of volunteer efforts and a 
grant from the Endangered Species and Biodiversity Fund. 

The main activity of the MCSI project has been “roost hour” and 
daytime monitoring of Manitoba sites. The monitoring summary 
(showing results since 2007) is at www.mbchimneyswift.ca/
Documents/2013_sites.pdf.

Since 2007, the MCSI has investigated sites for Chimney Swift 
activity. A number of sites have been identified in Winnipeg 
(80), Portage la Prairie (12), Selkirk (4), Saint Adolphe (5), 
Otterburne (3), Brandon (2), Vita (2), and Clearwater (2). 
Individual sites have been identified in Dauphin, La Broque-
rie, Lac du Bonnet, LaSalle, Lorette, Morden, Pine Falls, 
Roseisle, Starbuck, Steinbach, Ste Anne, St Francois-Xavier,  
St Jean-Baptiste, The Pas, and Whitewater. We have tried to 
observe at each site that was active in the previous year.

In earlier years, the MCSI project designed and constructed five 
artificial tower structures for swifts, and two additional “artificial 
trees” were recently erected by a keen volunteer. MCSI continues 
to monitor these artificial towers, and has had discussions with 
people from the Minnesota Audubon Society and with the 
Driftwood Wildlife Association regarding the design and place-
ment of artificial towers for Chimney Swifts.

2013 Highlights:
 » First swifts reported: May 12 (Saint Adolphe)

 » Last swifts reported: August 26 (Selkirk)

 » “New” active sites found in: Winnipeg (2 sites) and Stein-
bach. In Lac du Bonnet and The Pas there are reliable daytime 
reports of swifts and apparent nearby chimneys for roosting, 
but we don’t yet have documented entries into chimneys.

 » Sites observed: 60

 » Sites monitored with NO swifts observed: 18

 » Sites monitored with 1 to 4 swifts observed: 19

 » Sites monitored with 5 or more swifts observed: 13

 » Towers checked: 7

 » Volunteer reports: approximately 300;  
Reports from project coordinator: 45

ROOST SITES: These are a number of sites at which larger (5 or 
more) numbers of swifts congregate for overnight roosting from 
time-to-time, but the most consistent and significant Manitoba 
roost sites are in Selkirk, Dauphin, and Carman. This year wit-
nessed a record peak of swifts (121 on May 31) in the Dauphin 
chimney, promoting questions about where these “extra” birds 
came from and where they were going. 2013 witnessed lower 
than average usage of the “main” site in Carman, but a record 
high at a “secondary” site. Selkirk saw normal results (peak of 
56) in its “main” chimney and much lower than average counts 
at a secondary chimney. Overall numbers of swifts observed 
at these roost sites since 2007 seem to be relatively stable. 

NEST SITES: Monitoring of nest sites is inconsistent with some 
sites having frequent coverage and others having only one or two 
observations during the season. Additionally, there is anecdotal 
evidence that swifts occasionally return to their chimneys outside 
the “roost hour” window from 30 minutes before sunset to 30 

minutes after sunset. This 
could lead to an unknown 
number of missed entries 
and exits, and might mean 
that an “active” site is 

recorded as vacant if the 
observer arrived for the “scheduled” 
monitoring period and saw nothing. 

In the words of Carl Sagan, “The 
absence of evidence is not the evidence 

of absence.”

SAINT ADOLPHE: This town has had a 
cluster of five active nest sites, access to the 

chimneys, and dedicated and skilled observers 
who have watched the sites consistently over time. This 
has yielded excellent annual summaries of swift activi-
ty (see our website’s “Resources” area under “Other Ar-
ticles”). There is sufficient detail in the Saint Adolphe 
data to enable assessment of breeding behavior and 
success, the impact of specific weather conditions, and 
even individual swifts switching from one chim-ney to 

another. The results show varying amounts of use and 
breeding success among the five available chimneys over time, 
but in terms of maximum numbers of swifts observed at Saint 
Adolphe sites since 2007, usage seems to be stable with varia-
tion attributable to weather conditions and insect populations.

FOUR-DAY PROTOCOL: The national species recovery team 
proposed a nation-wide four-day observation plan for this year. 
The hope was to obtain data about swift activity in consistent 
reporting format from sites from the Maritimes to Manitoba on 
four specific dates – May 22, 26, 30 and June 3. MCSI picked a 
number of consistently active sites and recruited volunteers to 
make observations on the designated days. In Manitoba the dates 
proved early in the season (with no swifts present at some sites 
until the last day!), weather was generally unseasonable (cool 
and rainy), and there were some volunteer commitment issues. 
The national four-day protocol results are available on our 
website in the “Resources” area.

TOWERS: None of the artificial towers in Manitoba have been 
used by swifts. The reason for this failure is unclear – it may 
have to do with tower location, some aspect of tower construc-
tion, or the abundance of more-attractive “conventional” sites. 
This negative experience parallels that of other towers erected in 
Canada. Curiously, artificial towers are successful in nearby 
Minnesota and other southerly locations, and the reason for the 
failure of Canadian towers warrants further study.

SEARCH FOR “NEW” SITES: The project identified some “new” 
active sites in Winnipeg, Otterburne, Lac du Bonnet, Steinbach, 
and The Pas (the most northerly site found so far). Some 
promising locations for roost sites (Winnipeg Point Douglas and 
in the vicinity of Roseisle) were checked, but no swift activity 
was noted. A number of potential nest chimneys in the Winnipeg 
area were checked with no swifts observed.

For monitoring results, visit www.mbchimneyswift.ca. You can 
also email mbchimneyswift@gmail.com if you would like to volun-
teer during the 2014 season.

Illustration by N. John Schmitt  
on nationalgeographic.com

http://www.mbchimneyswift.ca/Documents/2013_sites.pdf
http://www.mbchimneyswift.ca/Documents/2013_sites.pdf
http://www.mbchimneyswift.ca
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birding/chimney-swift/
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More Spotted Knapweed Found in Manitoba
by Jessica Wood, revised by Cheryl Heming, ICSM

An invasive species in Manitoba 
called Spotted Knapweed has been 
found in new locations across 

Manitoba in 2013. This invasive plant has 
been located in Winnipeg, Brandon, 
Griswold and Deloraine this summer. 
Previously this plant was only found in a 
select few patches around the province of 
Manitoba; it appears the problem is worse 
than originally thought. This species has 
taken over more than 100,000 acres in BC 
and has infested most of the western 
United States. We want to stop it! Please 
keep an eye out and report any suspicious 
plants you come across during your 
outdoor activities. 

Spotted Knapweed looks like Canada 
Thistle from afar, but upon closer inspec-

tion, there are no spines on the Spotted 
Knapweed plant and the leaves are much 
smaller and thinner than thistle and other 
weeds in Manitoba.

Notice the ‘spots’ below the purple/pink 
flower in the lower photo at left? These 
bracts are what gives the plant is name. 
Looking closer, you can see tiny fringed 
edges along these bracts – this is a very 
good indicator that you have Spotted 
Knapweed on your hands!

Remember, plants can be variable in the 
way they express their traits. When in 
doubt, report it! Send reports to info@
invasivespeciesmanitoba.com. See the Sep/Oct 
2011 issue of Nature Manitoba News for a 
more detailed article on Spotted Knapweed. 
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2013 Manitoba Peregrine Falcon Recovery Project
by Tracy Maconachie, Project Coordinator of the MB Peregrine Falcon Recovery Project

The peregrines did wonderfully 
this year, with seven pairs in the 
province: four nesting success-

fully (same as last year) and three “in 
residence” but not nesting. The latter 
three were all new to their sites and 
some were definitely a bit young so we 
hope to see them again next year. We 
also had last year's bachelor male 
"floating" around Winnipeg again this 
summer. He made a play for our newest 
and youngest female but alas, her mate 
arrived a few days later and he remains a 
bachelor. Of our 14 adults, three were 
unbanded, three were from the US and 
seven were Manitoba birds. We believe 
our 14th bird is from the US but he has a 
damaged/defective coloured band – 
hopefully he'll return next year and we'll 
get another chance to figure out who he 
is and where he is from.

Three of this year’s successful nests were 
in Winnipeg and the fourth was again at 
McKenzie Seeds in Brandon. At each of 
the four nests we had three chicks hatch, 
but at the Radisson the first chick to 
hatch died within 24 hours due to 
prolonged rain. Cause of death was due 
to a lack of food, however, not exposure 
as has been the case in the past. The 
female (Princess) is very experienced, 
but she couldn’t feed him/her enough 
and keep the chick dry and warm – she 
opted for dry and warm, but the rain 
lasted too long and the chick was just too 
young to survive. The remaining 11 

chicks (6 males, 5 
females) all survived 
and fledged without 
incident, injury or rescue, not 
something that happens often!  
We were only able to band 9 of 
our 11 chicks this year. Technical 
difficulties prevented us from 
being able to access the Radisson 
chicks as the adults had chosen to 
nest on the east-side ledge again 
rather than the west-side nestbox. As  
a result, we made the decision to forgo 
banding rather than potentially risk the 
chicks' safety.  

In July and August, our 11 chicks fledged 
without a problem and it wasn’t until the 
end of August that we had our first 
fledgling mortality. One of the West 
Winnipeg chicks died south of the border 
and we are awaiting the results of a 
necropsy to know her cause of death. 
September saw all our remaining chicks 
exploring and adventuring throughout 
central and southern Manitoba, Sas-
katchewan and North Dakota while their 
parents remained at their nestsites 
resting up before migration. By the end 
of the first week in October, most of our 
adults and all but one of our chicks had 
started migrating and were in/around 

the 
central 

US. The 
exception was 

one of the West Winnipeg chicks 
who had already crossed the Gulf 

and landed in Mexico! 

A report at this time of the year about 
our Manitoba peregrines wouldn't be 
complete without at least a couple of 
sentences about this year's “ex-pat” 
peregrines. In Canada, the resident 
female at the University of Alberta in 
Edmonton is from the Radisson, while in 
Saskatoon, the resident female is from 
Brandon – the male might be also but we 
haven’t been able to confirm that yet. 
South of the border in North Dakota, the 
Grand Forks female is from Brandon and 
the Fargo male is from West Winnipeg. In 
Nebraska, the resident female on the 
State Capitol in Lincoln is another 
Radisson bird, and in Omaha the male is 
a grandson from Lincoln, as are both the 
male and female of this year’s Topeka, 
Kansas pair. And finally, a younger sister 
of the West Winnipeg male in Fargo (and 
older sister to this year’s West Winnipeg 
chicks) has spent much of the summer 
hanging out near Grand Forks.  

For more information, visit our site at 
www.species-at-risk.mb.ca/peregrines. 
And we look forward to seeing everyone 
again next March when the peregrines 
return to Manitoba.

Dennis Swayze

mailto:info%40invasivespeciesmanitoba.com?subject=
mailto:info%40invasivespeciesmanitoba.com?subject=
http://www.species-at-risk.mb.ca/peregrines
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The Grey Hares Discover Neubergthal
by Julia Schoen

On July 10th, John and Pat Gray 
led the Grey Hares to the small 
village of Neubergthal, which is 

about 100km south of Winnipeg. The 
trip’s focus was a tour of the Neubergthal 
Mennonite Barn Houses Historic Site, 
and it was fascinating.

Neubergthal is a single street village and 
apparently one of the best preserved 
single street Mennonite villages in North 
America. The village layout and architec-
ture was developed over centuries of 
Mennonite life in Europe and Russia.

According to the Walking Tour Guide 
brochure, some characteristic features of 
a street village are as follows:

 » A single village street lined by straight 
rows of cottonwood and maple trees 
and well maintained fences.

 » Long narrow lot farmsteads perpen-
dicular to the street.

 » Homes that consist of house and barn 
connected together, set back from the 
street at a uniform distance, with 
main doors facing south, and contain-
ing a central brick heater with four or 
five rooms around it. 

 » Barns had a predictable layout for 
stabling animals, and for storing feed, 
fuel, harnesses and tools.

 » Flower, vegetable and tree gardens, 
and fruit orchards arranged in a 
distinct pattern.

 » Outbuildings arranged to the side and 
rear of the lot.

 » A herdsman’s house.

 » The village school, church and store.

The yard layout is carefully planned to 
create order and beauty in simplicity. 
Street villages keep neighbours and 
families close together and encourage 
social cohesion and cooperative efforts.

We were fortunate to have Margruite 
Krahn, board member of the National 
Historic Site, show us through the village 
with an engaging and thorough commen-
tary on life in Neubergthal, both old-time 
and present-day.

After our picnic lunch, we were given a 
wonderful bonus – the Grays had 
arranged for us to visit the organic farm 
of two former European opera singers 
(Terry and Monique Mierau) who gave 
up their singing careers to farm in this 
quiet Manitoba town – a captivating 
story on its own.

We caught up to Terry doing farm chores 
in early afternoon. He had many interest-
ing stories to tell about his cattle, sheep, 
pigs, chickens and hopefully, in the 
future, fish which he plans to introduce 
into a dugout yet to be constructed. He 
shared with us the organic methods he 
and Monique used on the farm and the 
hard work that made up their long, but 
satisfying, days on the land. He was 
inspiring to listen to.

He introduced us to Priscilla, a 400-
pound sow that decided to nudge her 
master affectionately after having 
wallowed in the sloppy mud hole just 
prior to our introduction. Terry’s price-
less reaction to having his clean-for-
company trousers muddied can be seen 
in the photo below.

We finished the day with a tour through 
Altona’s “Gallery in the Park”. 

No, that’s not quite right. We decided to 
stop for an ice-cream cone on the way 
home. We felt this was the perfect way  
to end a rather perfect day!
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Neubergthal’s houses 
are directly connected 
to their barns.

Touring an organic farm of two 
former European opera singers.
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Jerry Ameis (leader), Todd Bjarnason, Monica Reid, and 
Martin Zeilig watched the pilot tie two canoes on the 
pontoons of the single engine Otter. It was early in the 

morning on July 26, and we were at Bluewater Aviation in 
Bissett, Manitoba. Soon we were off. The plane flew low 
over green landscape sprinkled with sparkling blue patches 
of water. The view resembled a prairie – flat and reaching 
forever to the horizon.

The plane dropped down into a small bay at the north  
end of Artery Lake, a lake partly in Manitoba’s Atikaki 
Wilderness Park and partly in Ontario’s Woodland Caribou 
Park (WCP). After a floating drop that involves loading a 
canoe directly from the pontoon of a 
plane as it bobs in the waves, it was 
time to begin our 140 km journey to 
Wallace Lake.

Our first day was a relaxing 8 km 
paddle, with one short portage, 
upstream on the enchanting Bloodvein 
River, a designated Canadian Heritage 
river. We lingered to appreciate and 
wonder about the 1000-year-old 
pictographs painted on a rock face a 
short distance upstream from Artery. 
They are considered nationally signifi-
cant because of the size, quality and 
number of their diverse images, and 
the connection with other sites in 
central Canada. 

Occasionally you could see red veins in 
the rock shelves extend into the river 

itself as we paddled upstream. This 
explanation for the Bloodvein’s name is 
attributable to European fur traders. 
The Aboriginal name originated from 
stories of a fierce battle between the 
Ojibwe and their allies, the Cree, and 
another tribe. Many were killed. 
‘Miskwi Isipi’ or ‘Blood River’ was the 
Ojibwe name of the river. I suspect the 
translated Ojibwe name better explains 
the river’s name.

Pickerel abounded. Thanks to Todd 
they were on the supper menu. Eagles 
were everywhere, particularly where 
the Sabourin River enters the Blood-
vein. We sighted one moose but no 
other large mammals.

On day 3 it was time to leave the 
storied river and head south. That is 
when the “fun” began. I knew, from 
talking to Claire, the assistant WCP 
superintendent, that water levels were 
low in the park. We soon found out 
what ‘low’ meant.

Our path south followed Simeon 
Creek. Much of the creek was barely 

navigable. Rock gardens sprang up here and there, with 
granite boulders caressing the bottoms of our Kevlar canoes 
all too frequently. Sometimes the rocks prevailed and we 
had to drag our canoes across marsh to bypass the blockage 
or water-walk them through it. A splendid campsite at 
Simeon Lake was well appreciated.

Next day, a 700 m portage took us out of the Bloodvein 
system into the Gammon system. Wanda Creek awaited. 
Barely navigable turned into not navigable. It took 2½ 
hours to travel the 1½ km to Wanda Lake. “Traveling” 
mostly meant pulling and dragging a loaded canoe across 
mud flats and sand bars. Stepping into the creek usually 

involved pulling boots out of sucking 
mud. Luckily the creek was navigable 
downstream from Wanda. Otherwise 
we still might be traveling the 12 km 
from Wanda to Carroll Lake. 

After a layover day in Carroll, we 
headed up the Haggart River. The low 
water level was good news here. 
Portage landings are close to the top 
and bottom of the falls and rapids, so 
in high water these landings are 
dangerous. The bad news is that the 8 
short portages are challenging. A 
mountain goat would have a difficult 
time making its way over the steep 
inclined canyon terrain. Luckily we 
were through the worst of it by the 
time a thunderstorm increased the 
slipperiness of the path.

How much water does a canoe need?
An Atikaki – Woodland Caribou Adventure
by Jerry Ameis

Todd Bjarnason

Navigating the 
‘rock garden’ on 

Simeon Creek

Todd Bjarnason

Stopping at a pictograph 
site on the Bloodvein River
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Conserving the Last Great Forest...
by Martin Zeilig (excerpted from a longer article published in The Telegram in St. John’s Newfoundland on August 31)

A report by an international panel of leading scientists 
says old views that as little as “10 percent of a region 

need to be conserved are false, and at least 50 percent is 
needed,” with strict controls on development in the remain-
der if Canada’s vast boreal forest is to be protected.

The report – “Conserving the World’s Last Great Forest Is 
Possible” – was released this July in Baltimore, Maryland  
at the opening symposium of the annual meeting of the 
International Congress for Conservation Biology, which 
brings together hundreds of scientists from all around  
the world.

The scientists say that while the Canadian boreal is 
currently still largely intact, time is starting to run out. “In 
Canada, more than 526,000 square kilometers (130 million 
acres) of protected areas are in place in the boreal forest 
region.” But, they note, woodland caribou have disappeared 
from the southern tier of the boreal, and most healthy wild 
Atlantic salmon populations now are found only in the 
undammed rivers of the boreal regions of Quebec and 
Newfoundland and Labrador, among other disquieting facts. 
“There are also concerns about the potential effects on the 

global climate from the release of carbon stored in the 
boreal forest’s soils and plants,” the report states. 

That need to protect the boreal forest was brought home to 
me in a very tangible way during a recent nine day canoe 
trip in Woodland Caribou Provincial Park in northwestern 
Ontario (see Jerry Ameis’ article). We paddled, portaged 
and water-walked our canoes a distance of some 160 
kilometres through that rough and rugged Canadian Shield 
country, part of the larger area of intact boreal forest 
straddling the Ontario-Manitoba border called Pimachiowin 
Aki, an aboriginal territory whose name means, “The land 
that gives life”. 

“With mounting pressures on boreal regions of Canada, it is 
clear that maintaining the region’s globally important 
conservation values will require very large protected areas,” 
writes biologist Dr. Jeff Wells, co-author of the report. 
“Ensuring that the identification and management of these 
areas is led by Aboriginal communities must be a priority.” 

Canada’s boreal forest expanse is one of the world’s great 
ecological treasures. Large and connected portions of it 
must be preserved for future generations.

Two days later we were in Crystal Lake, close to the Mani-
toba border and one long day’s travel from Wallace. Because 
we could not find a campsite that could accommodate four 
tents, we camped on two neighbouring islands. Who says 
only big cities have bedroom communities!

Next morning we left for Wallace via the Wanipigow River. 
The river runs fairly straight between Crystal and Siderock 
lakes. It is bordered by high granite ridges and cliffs on both 
sides. Although the river upstream from Siderock was 
mostly navigable, we did have to walk the loaded canoes 
through rock gardens a number of times.

We stopped for lunch in Siderock. There we discovered a 
remarkable feeding strategy of leeches. Todd had cut his toe 

while walking through one of the rock gardens. The cut was 
covered with about 30 young leeches, all feeding at the 
open wound.

A mystery also emerged in Siderock. There were no motor 
boats churning its waters to fish. It was the weekend and 
the Wanipigow between Wallace and Siderock has been 
motor-boat friendly as long as I can recall.

We paddled down the Wanipigow after lunch. Something 
else was not right. There was no discernible current and the 
river channel was only a narrow wandering path through a 
wild rice swamp. The reason became apparent at about the 
halfway point: a one-meter high beaver dam blocked the 
river’s flow. We gasped with dread when we saw the down-
stream side of the beaver dam. A trickle of water only a 
couple of centimetres deep greeted us. Wallace Lake was 3 
km of seriously meandering river away. Our thoughts were 
not happy.

I suggested we break a large hole in the dam. The others 
were not hopeful about this strategy but Todd and Martin 
pretended they were house wreckers and vigorously went  
to work. An hour later the escaping water had created a 
water channel a metre wide, clogged with vegetation, but  
it floated us. 

Two hours later we landed in Wallace, on August 4. It had 
been a difficult but interesting and enjoyable trip. The 
natural world never disappoints.

Haggart River 
canyon portage

Todd Bjarnason

“We gasped with dread when we saw the 
downstream side of the beaver dam...”
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Monday, November 4, 2013

Moose Biology 400:  
The Ecology & Management  

of a Boreal Icon

Dr. Vince Crichton, retired Manager of Game, Fur  
and Problem Wildlife, Manitoba Conservation

Moose have played a significant role in Manitoba’s 
history from a cultural, social and economic per-

spective. However, beginning in the early to mid 1990s, 
the provincial population (excluding Riding Mountain 
National Park) has dropped significantly to what is now 
the lowest overall population since the early 1980s. This 
decline is attributed to uncontrolled hunting, predation 
and disease, which has subsequently resulted in a conserva-
tion closure (no hunting) for three game hunting areas in 
western Manitoba and a partial closure in eastern areas. 
Understanding moose biology at all levels is essential if 
the species is to be recovered to a point where traditional 
anthropogenic uses can be accommodated, and where they 
can sustain the impacts of predation, diseases and natural 
mortality (old age). Over the years, Dr. Crichton has become 
recognized as an international authority on moose biology 
and management and the focus of his presentation will be 
on biology and management of this fascinating animal. 

Monday, November 18, 2013

The Ethnobotanical Value  
of the Boreal Forest

Amanda Karst, Centre for Indigenous  
Environmental Resources

Canada’s Aboriginal peoples have deep botanical and 
ecological knowledge that they have gained over 

thousands of years of using the Boreal Forest as grocery, 
pharmacy, school, and spiritual centre. With the Boreal 
Forest facing increasing threats from climate change, habitat 
loss and fragmentation, and invasive species, this knowl-
edge and indigenous peoples’ sacred connection to the land 
is also threatened. This presentation will highlight different 
uses of plants by indigenous people as well as the social-
cultural significance of the boreal region.

Monday, December 9, 2013
(Note location: Salle Pauline Boutal, main floor)

A Year in the Life of a  
Wildlife Photographer

Dennis Fast, Past President of Nature Manitoba,  
Professional Wildlife Photographer

As the principal photographer for 10 books, Dennis’s 
travels have taken him to many places and on countless 

adventures. Follow Dennis on a busy year of photographing 
wildlife and habitat in Manitoba and beyond. From Dickcis-
sels to Clark’s Grebes, Grasshopper Sparrows to Ruddy 
Ducks, gray whales and elephants to leopards and brown 
hyenas, Bateleur Eagles to Thick-knees (those are birds), 
and, yes, all of North America’s bear species, Dennis will 
entertain you with his wildlife encounters. Expect the 
unexpected, which is the story of wildlife photography. 
Dennis is dedicating this presentation to the memory of  
nature photographer Robert Taylor (see pages 1 & 8-9).

Nature Manitoba’s Discovery Evenings are held 
at Le Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain, 

340 Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface.

All programs will be held in Salle Antoine-Gaborieau 
(2nd floor) except for the Dec. 9th “A Year in the Life 

of a Wildlife Photographer” presentation, which 
will be held in Salle Pauline Boutal (main floor).

Programs start at 7:30 pm except for the  
March 17th A.G.M. which starts at 7:00pm. 

Admission is $2 for members / $3 for  
non-members. Members must show member card. 

For more information, call the Nature Manitoba office 
at 204-943-9029 or email info@naturemanitoba.ca.
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beautiful photographs. 
See more at his Dec. 9 
Discovery Evening.
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Monday, January 6, 2013

Growth of the Lesser  
Snow Goose Population:  

Consequences and Control Efforts

Frank Baldwin, Game Bird Manager, Wildlife Branch, 
Department of Conservation and Water Stewardship

Beginning in the mid-1990’s, waterfowl biologists became 
increasingly alarmed at the persistent and rapid growth 

of the mid-continent population of Lesser Snow Geese. This 
species nests in sub-arctic and arctic regions of Canada, mi-
grates through the prairies, and winters in Texas, Louisiana, 
and Arkansas. This presentation will summarize the changes 
which released this population from historical controls, 
describe the ecological consequences of too many geese, 
provide an update on the effectiveness of population control 
efforts and discuss considerations for future management.

Monday, January 20, 2014

Probing Benefits of Play to Polar Bears 
and Potential Problems Posed by Tourism

Drs. Jane Waterman and Jim Roth,  
Biological Sciences, University of Manitoba

Play behaviour is common in young mammals in good 
condition, but adult play is rarely observed, especially in 

mammals that are fasting. Polar bears in northern Manitoba 
spend several months on land fasting while Hudson Bay is 
free of ice, and during this time adult male polar bears 
frequently play. We are examining this play behaviour to 
determine the benefits of these energetically costly interac-
tions, such as developing dominance hierarchies with low 
risk. To collect these data without impacting bear behaviour, 
our research program has developed several non-invasive 
techniques to determine body size, body condition, and the 
identity of free-ranging bears. We have used these new 
techniques to examine the influence of tourist vehicles on 
the behaviour of polar bears in this region. Habituation to 
human activities may be a larger concern for these bears 
than potential disturbance caused by tourism.

Monday, February 3, 2014

Unseen Fauna: The Amazing Biodiversity 
of Ectoparasites on Wildlife in Manitoba

Terry Galloway, Department of Entomology,  
University of Manitoba

Terry Galloway has been studying ectoparasites in 
Manitoba for 35 years. In the past twenty years, he  

has worked closely with wildlife rehabilitation centres in 
Winnipeg to expand our knowledge of the startling diversity 
of these remarkable arthropods. Fleas, lice, flies, mites and 
ticks typically live on the external surfaces of their hosts, but 
among them are those that live in the pouches of pelicans, 
and inhabit the nasal cavities and feather shafts of birds. In 
this presentation, you will be introduced to these highly 
specialized organisms; you will learn a little about what 
they do and how they live together with their hosts. It’s a 
guarantee you will never look at birds and mammals the 
same way again.

Monday, March 3, 2014

Stationarity on the Run: The New  
Normal for Manitoba’s Climate 

Dr. Danny Blair, Associate Dean of Science,  
University of Winnipeg

The concept of ‘normal’ in climatology defines the range 
of conditions expected in the near future, based upon 

the recent past, with the assumption that the recent past is  
a reasonable approximation of the near future. Thanks to 
climate change, this assumption of ‘stationarity’ in the 
climate is no longer valid. One of the most important 
consequences of non-stationarity in the climate system is 
that the probability of extreme events will change. Dr. Blair 
will discuss the evidence for non-stationarity in Manitoba’s 
rapidly changing climate, and will review the implications 
of continuing change in the coming decades on the nature 
and impacts of extreme weather.

Monday, March 17, 2014
(early start at 7:00 pm)

Annual General Meeting  
and Members’ Night 

Our Annual General Meeting will begin at 7:00pm, 
followed by two 20-minute member presentations.  

See the notice below. 

We’re looking for two 20-minute presentations on 
nature-related topics to accompany our Annual 

General Meeting on March 17th. Any travelogues 
should have a strong nature component. Contact 

Les McCann at lmccann2001@yahoo.com.
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Snow Goose juveniles at 
Victoria Beach in 2008.

mailto:lmccann2001%40yahoo.com?subject=AGM%20Presentation%20Idea
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401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1G4
Phone: 204-943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About Nature Manitoba

Nature Manitoba is people sharing a passion for nature. 
Since its foundation in 1920, Nature Manitoba’s mission has 
been to promote awareness, appreciation and understand-
ing of nature, and to preserve and enjoy it. In support of this 
mission, Nature Manitoba offers a wide variety of educa-
tional programs and publications, supports research into 
Manitoba’s biological and geophysical diversity, organizes 
field trips and outdoor activities year-round, and advocates 
for the protection of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Join online at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

Manitoba Butterflies: A Field Guide
Available for $39 (no tax) from www.naturemanitoba.ca (via PayPal), or 

order from our office at 204-943-9029 or info@naturemanitoba.ca. 
Shipping is $10 for orders within Manitoba.

Manitoba 
Butterflies

A field guide

simone Hébert Allard

MAnitoBA  Butterflies: A field guide
simone Hébert Allard

Manitoba Butterflies sets a new standard for butterfly field guides, featuring 101 different species of Manitoba’s 
butterflies and over 1,100 photographs. for the first time in any field guide, the life cycles of all 101 species are 
detailed with photographs, some of which have never been published before. each butterfly is presented over 
two pages in a clear and easy-to-follow format. space is provided for butterfly lovers of all ages to track the 
species they find and the various stages of the life cycle they observe.

Praise for Manitoba Butterflies

A field guide yes, but more than most. simone Hébert Allard’s Manitoba Butterflies is visually magnificent. 
At the same time, the book is full of expert detail, and life history illustration, which has been notoriously 
hard to find. Her photographs and new information on butterflies of the far north, are a particularly valu-
able contribution.

—david shaw, research Associate, Mcguire Center for lepidoptera

in Manitoba Butterflies, simone Hébert Allard has created a field guide to native butterflies that will be of 
interest to scientists, while still being accessible to amateur enthusiasts of all levels of experience. the 
species pages are clear and intuitive, and will be a pleasure to use in the field.  this will be a must-have 
book for all serious butterfly enthusiasts (watchers, rearers, and collectors) in Western Canada and in 
the northern tier of states in the us.

 —Jeffrey Marcus, Associate Professor, university of Manitoba

Hébert Allard
MAnitoBA  Butterflies: A field guide

7 8 0 8 8 8 0 1 4 1 3 99

ISBN  978-0-88801-413-9

Writer and visual artist simone Hébert Allard was born in st. Boniface, Manitoba. A compelling interest 
in nature has been a driving force throughout her life, a love that she expresses in both print and 
images. Besides having published five nature-related children’s books in french, she has taken part in 
a number of artistic exhibitions and directed a television documentary on the 
unusual theme of Canada’s lake monsters. Manitoba Butterflies: A field guide 
is her first adult book.

the life cycle of the American lady

photo by glenn richardson photo by glenn richardson photo by glenn richardson photo by nichole Madsen
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Grey Hares at  
Rushing River

Lunch break on one of our 
canoe outings during the Grey 
Hares’ canoe and camping trip 
to Rushing River, June 25-28, 

led by Charles Begley.

Julia S
choen

ARIZONA IN FEBRUARY
19 Feb - 2 March 2014 (12 days)
$2790 (dbl occup) from Phoenix

Arizona is home to some of the most unique & 
famous landscapes in the world, Saguaro NP, 

Sabino Canyon, Canyon de Chelly, Monument 
Valley, Grand Canyon & Sedona. Join us for a 

mid-winter tour to the blue skies and fascinating 
deserts of this famous state.

SOUTHERN UTAH
15 - 26 April 2014 (12 days)

$2900 (dbl occup) from Las Vegas
The mighty Colorado River, aided by the arid 

erosion cycle, has waged battle across the eons 
with the sandstone strata and fashioned land-

scapes so unique that they are more redolent of 
an extra-terrestrial origin. We visit Bryce 

Canyon, Valley of the Gods, Arches NP, Can-
yonlands, Monument Valley & Zion Canyon.

      

YUKON-DEMPSTER HWY
Land of the Midnight Sun

18-29 June 2014 + 1-12 July 2014 (12 days)
$3700+GST (dbl occup) from Whitehorse
The heart of our adventure is the drive up the 

Dempster Highway from Dawson City to Inuvik 
and a flight to Tuktoyaktuk on the Arctic Ocean. 
At latitude 66N we cross the Arctic Circle and 

enter the Land of the Midnight Sun.
WHISKEYJACK NATURE TOURS
BOX 319, SECHELT, BC, V0N 3A0

604-885-5539
E-m tony@whiskeyjacknaturetours.com
Web: www.whiskeyjacknaturetours.com

Top, left-right: Jerry Zaste, June Thomson, Charles Begley, 
John Gray, Don Wilson, Pat Gray. Bottom: Marilyn Hearn.

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=books

