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The Piping Plover: 
A Little Bird in Big Trouble
by Shauna Hewson & Ken Porteous,  
Manitoba Piping Plover Recovery Program

“Somehow the beach hardly seems fully genuine 
without it. None the less many of our beaches have 
lost this little gem of a resident.” So said Herbert K. 

Job in Birds of America, published in 1936.

For many years, Grand Beach has been a famous nesting site 
for piping plovers. This endangered shorebird stands 17 cm 
high, and is often seen feeding on small insects along the 
water’s edge. Listed as endangered both federally and provin-
cially, the piping plover has almost disappeared from Manitoba. 
In the 1980s over 100 pairs bred along our lake-shores and 
river sandbars, but in the past twenty years those numbers 

have significantly dropped. Now, Grand Beach is the only 
remaining breeding ground on the east-side of Lake Winnipeg, 
seeing only two or three pairs per year.

Key identifying features to look for are a solid black neckband 
(most obvious on the breeding male), a solid black band 
between the eyes, and bright orange legs. Adults use a charac-
teristic “peep-lo” call to warn chicks when predators are close.

Females lay a clutch of four eggs in a small cup-shaped scrape 
on the ground, and incubate the eggs for roughly 28 days. 
Although these nests are well camouflaged with pebbles, they 
are often located on open sand or gravel, and are extremely 
vulnerable to disturbance. Human recreation poses a serious 
threat to nest success, so special measures have been taken to 
conserve piping plover breeding zones in Canada and the 
United States. At Grand Beach, a team of dedicated guardians 
watch over and protect piping plover nests every year to ensure 
that Manitoba’s chicks survive and become breeding adults. 

Tracy M
aconachie

A piping plover chick (about 10 days old) 
following dad (July 2005, Grand Beach).
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President’s Corner
by Donald Himbeault

Reflecting on the past year...

It is hard to believe a year has gone by since I first became President. In that 
time, I have seen so many things happen in our organization, such as outdoor 
trips, birding events, Discovery Evenings and workshops, Mantario Summer 

Program, Grey Hares events, newsletters and all the other things our society is 
into. It’s great that all these things pretty much get done without any interven-
tion on my part. Still, I seem to have accumu-
lated some 400 or so different emails in my 
Nature Manitoba folder, so perhaps I’m not 
that redundant after all.

Making my job easier, however, is the great 
group of people on our Board. Within the 
Board we have expertise in environmental 
sciences, government relations, caving, birding, 
education, web site design, trip leading, finan-
cial management, fishing, backcountry canoe-
ing, and I am sure many more talents and experience that I have yet to learn 
about. This diversity helps immensely in our work as a Board, as many different 
items come before us, ranging from legal issues to environmental concerns.  

It is great to report that our membership numbers have not suffered any 
overall decline over the past year, thanks to a steady inflow of new members 
to compensate for the inevitable attrition that happens in all organizations. It 
seems that our best method for getting new members is by doing the things 
we do, like our indoor programs or field trips, which always seem to snag a 
few new sign-ups. The desired goal, of course, is to grow our organization; 
however, this task is not straightforward, as given our diverse activities, our 
members join Nature Manitoba for many different reasons, so there is no 
single “hook”. The common ground is that people become members of our 
organization not just because they have a love for nature but also because they 
want to be around a group of people that have a similar passion. They also 
like to be part of a collective voice for nature in our province and beyond. 

The Board is committed to keeping our programs accessible and our fees 
affordable, while at the same time being sure to keep the organization 
financially sustainable. This means operating very close to the edge of the 
budget, and when you do that, sometimes you go over. Such was the case  
this past year, and measures are being taken to get back on track, such as 
temporarily reducing the office hours to 4 days a week, and a renewed push  
on some of our fundraising activities.  

Considering the achievements of this past year, I want to thank all of the many 
volunteers, who, in ways large and small, contribute to the work of Nature Man-
itoba – those who have volunteered to be Trip Leaders for our outdoor program 
– those who submit articles and photographs for our Newsletter – the committee 
members who organize speakers for our indoor programs and manage the 
events – those who organize and guide for the summer Mantario program, and 
help maintain the cabin – and all the others I haven’t thought of. THANK YOU!
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“It is great to 
report that our 

membership numbers 
have not suffered 
any overall decline 
over the past year.”
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by Tommy Allen
Photo: Ashley Cyr
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Brian was 
born in Win-
nipeg, but his 

dad, once a farm boy, 
thought the kids would benefit from a 
rural childhood. They moved to a home 
just outside of Brandon along the Little 
Saskatchewan River valley. And not just 
any ‘ole home, it was the historic summer 
home (ca. 1914) of Lieutenant Governor  
J. D. McGregor. There, Brian enjoyed 
plenty of outdoor time with his family – 
hiking, canoeing, cycling 
and cross-country skiing. 
He grew up with a strong 
appreciation for nature and 
the outdoors.

Brian completed a BA at 
Brandon University in Political Science, 
Philosophy, and German. While studying, 
he volunteered at the student newspaper 
and taught skiing on weekends. 

These extra-curricular pursuits took him to 
Whistler to ski and work as a photogra-
pher and reporter for the local newspaper. 
After a few years there, he made a big 
move to Australia, continuing in graphic 
design for the next several years – working 
with newspaper, magazines, book publish-
ers, and even teaching design at the 
University of Western Sydney. There he 
married Liz, an Australian woman whom 
he had met in Germany, and they returned 
to Canada. 

They were surprised to end up in Win-
nipeg, but since ‘94, for job reasons, it has 
been their home. Brian and Liz have 
always made time to be outdoors, and 
would frequent the Whiteshell for canoe 

trips to a friend’s 
cabin on Florence 

Lake, crossing the 3 km 
portage between South Cross 

and Nora lakes. One longer trip took 
them to the shores of Mantario Lake. At 
dusk, a canoe appeared and the paddlers 
came over to invite Brian and Liz to a 
“cabin and sauna” that was supposedly 
nearby on the lake, but Brian and Liz 
declined, not believing it existed. Later in 
the evening, the same paddlers returned 

and reassured them that this 
place was real, leading to 
their first visit to the Man-
tario cabin.

Years later, Brian’s love of 
canoeing has strengthened. 

He says, “Canoeing is the quintessential 
experience of the Canadian summer.” He 
became involved in the Mantario Program 
– first as a participant on two Family Week 
trips with his two daughters, now 12 and 
14, and he has led two Photography weeks 
in past years. He sees Mantario as the 
perfect challenging experience for young 
people, and a way to disconnect from the 
technological world. This season he will be 
leading both a Family Week and another 
Photography Week.

Brian continues his career as a freelance 
graphic designer, and is the technical hand 
behind the Nature Manitoba logo. He met 
Roger Turenne after starting an online 
user-group for VW Camper Vans, just 
before Roger became President and 
initiated Nature Manitoba’s visual identity 
changes. But designing logos are distant 
thoughts when canoeing Mantario!

Brian 
HydesmitH

Welcome New Members!
Feb. 15th, 2013 – Apr. 15th, 2013

Patricia Atkinson

Chantell Berube, Chris Kane  
& Russell Kane-Berube

Todd & Zena Bjarnason

Dries Desender

Paul, Kimberly, Adam,  
Gregory & Nikolas Holloway

Gerry Duynisveld & Rita McKay

Janet Smith

Chana Thau & Michael Eleff

Paul Turenne

Cynthia Worsley

“Canoeing is the 
quintessential 

experience of the 
Canadian summer.”

Nature Manitoba’s 
GIANT 

GArAGe 
SALe

Saturday May 4, 2013
Volunteers needed! 

We need help with Friday’s setup 
and Saturday’s big garage sale.  

Contact the office at 204-943-9029 
or info@naturemanitoba.ca 

for details or to sign-up.

NEW LOCATION: 
Holy Cross School 

300 Dubuc, St. Boniface 
See ‘A’ on map below or visit website: 

www.holycrossschool.mb.ca

G
oogle M

aps

http://www.holycrossschool.mb.ca
https://maps.google.ca/maps?q=holy+cross+school+winnipeg&client=safari&oe=UTF-8&hq=holy+cross+school+winnipeg&t=h&z=15
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Encounters of the       Natural Kind
Please send us your short stories 

(approx. 300-500 words) of interesting 
encounters with Manitoba nature.

Fun with Feeders
by Julia Schoen

John and Pat Gray enjoyed an abundance of birds in their 
backyard this past winter, partly owing to several feeders 
that John made by drilling holes into logs – a simple, but 

effective way to attract bird life. They graciously offered to 
make me one of these feeders.

I was expecting one feeder, but when the date came to deliver 
the finished product, John showed up with three, which 
translated into a delightful February for me.

One feeder was hung on a flowerpot hook by the pond, and for 
a few weeks it served birds only – a major victory with a yard 
full of squirrels. Another was rigged to fit between two pieces 
of rebar steel I had positioned at the kitchen window to 
support some tall plants. And the last was suspended from my 
bird-feeding platform, attached to a narrow piece of metal. 
These were designed specifically to keep 
the squirrels away.

I have come to the sad conclusion, 
however, that we mere humans will never 
out-maneuver these clever acrobats. There 
seems to be no end to the number of positions they will  
twist their bodies into if there’s a chance they might snatch  
a bite to eat.

It took two days before I had any action in the yard, but then 
my logs, filled with a mixture of peanut butter, cornmeal and 
suet, did the trick. A Red-breasted Nuthatch was a regular for 
the first time in the many years I have lived here, and a group 
of chickadees and White-breasted Nuthatches really appreci-
ated this new treat.

Initially it appeared that the squirrels, aside from continuing to 
dominate the platform feeder, had not found the new food 
providers. I found this surprising as peanut butter has a strong 
odour and squirrels are eager. But I also noticed that the 
vertically-hung log suspended from the platform was missing 
most of its peanut butter shortly after it had been put out. It 
also had a suspicious pile of bark lying beneath it. This re-
mained a mystery to me over the next two weeks. I was sure it 

had to be the squirrel but I was never at the window at the 
right time to discover the cause of the disappearance.

Then, halfway through February, I was 
surprised to see a large gray squirrel hanging 
upside-down on the log at the far end of the 
metal attachment, voraciously jamming his 
face into every hole. I took a good number of 

photos of him at the window, but he paid no attention to me at 
all. I saw him regularly at this feeder for the rest of the month. 
I’m not sure if it was just one individual visiting continually or 
if several more of my large grays were sharing the bounty.

A few days later, I was startled to find the large gray helping 
himself to the contents of my rebar feeder. I had been under 
the blissful misapprehension that this feeder was “the really 
safe one” and nothing, not even those furry athletes, could 
shinny up those cold thin 10-foot poles.

So I had a new job on my hands – patrolling the last suppos-
edly safe feeding haven for my feathered friends, the feeder on 
the flowerpot hook. But alas, by the end of February, it had also 
been invaded. So much for the concept of squirrel-proofing!

But no matter whether it’s birds or extremely determined 
rodents stopping by for a snack, my new feeders have provided 
me with hours of entertainment. If you can’t beat them (the 
squirrels, that is), enjoy them!

MANTARIO 2013 RATES 
5 Day Trip (includes food & t-shirt) 

Adult (non-members) ......................... $415*

Members of Nature Manitoba (also full-
time students, seniors 65+, and youth aged 
14-17 with parent) .............................. $380*

Under 18 (only for Family Weeks) ..... $140

( * Deduct $35 for early-bird 
registrations before June 1st )

Julia S
choen

The Mantario Committee is looking forward to 
another exciting Summer Program. If you haven’t 
yet decided how to spend your summer vacation, 
take advantage of the special discount offered 
to members for a fully guided and programmed 
week at the beautiful Mantario Cabin.

Members who would like to experience the Man-
tario Cabin for the first time outside of the Sum-
mer Program are welcome to inquire at the office 
about private or member-led trips as they arise. 

www.naturemanitoba.caSee following page for trip 
dates and descriptions.

“We mere humans will 
never out-maneuver 

these clever acrobats...”

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=mantario-summer-program
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=mantario
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Naturally Unnatural?
by Nella Schmidt

Over the years I have had a number of birds fly towards 
my front window and either bump into it or avert at the 
last second. The frequency of these occurrences seemed 

normal, even if it involved an unexpected species such as the 
Brown Creeper which clung to the window sill until it recuper-
ated and took flight. However, during the middle of July last 
year a few unusual events started to happen.

I was enjoying a meal at the dining room table while watching 
the chickadees select sunflower seeds from the feeder, or just 
frolic, when one flew directly toward the window pane farthest 
from me, veering upward at the last moment. A few seconds 
later one seemed to bump intentionally into the window as if 
to make sure I would notice. Then the bird flew either into the 
glass or swerved away another two or three times. This 
happened in rapid succession and always toward the same 
pane and location. It was the identical chickadee, as I was able 
to follow it as it redirected its flight path to the birch tree and 
window each time. For the next week and a half an unusual 
number of chickadees continued to wing precariously close to 
my front window while I was at the table.

During the same time period a male House Sparrow flew 
several times from the fence towards my kitchen window and 
then swerved away while I was there. Once one actually landed 
on the window sill, and we both gazed at each other, motion-
less. It seemed to me that we were in assessment mode – at 
least I was trying to figure out what had induced him to land 
this time. Eventually when I moved, he darted. His behaviour 
was surprising, as the House Sparrows always scattered quickly 
from the fence when I approached the window.

Another surprise during this time was a murder of five crows 
that came to my yard and hung about the area under the 
feeder for two consecutive days. Occasionally, individual crows 
had visited or crossed my lawn, but this time, the motivation 
was to feed on the seeds the passerines had discarded.

Toward the end of this week and a half period, a Yellow 
Warbler bumped the window closest to where I was dining, 
and the next morning it was a House Finch.

I would not have given these “strange” bird behaviours any 
thought except for their repetitive frequency in such a short 
time period, and for another event, clearly embedded in my 
memory, that happened when I was six years old. We were 
living in Germany and the casement window of our room was 
open. It was eight o’clock in the morning. A bird flew in, circled 
and flew out. My mother said, “Oma died”. Two hours later a 
telegram from my father confirmed it.

MANTARIO SUMMER PROgRAM 2013
Family Week 1 
with Brian Hydesmith & Gillian Brennan 
July 1 - 5, 2013

Kick-start the summer in the wilderness and fend off the temptations  
of electronic gadgets. Get your kids hooked on nature and take them 
out to the Mantario cabin before other scheduled activities get going.  
A great way to connect families with nature.

The Garden of Boreas 
with Charles Burchill 
July 8 - 12, 2013

The Boreal, meaning “of the North”, is a place of awe and wonder. 
Mantario is right on the edge of the boreal forest and is wild in every 
sense of the word and represents the best of canoe country. Come and 
explore by canoe and foot the garden of Boreas with Charles Burchill.

Fish, Swim and Sauna 
with Marc Leclair 
July 15 - 19, 2013

Fishing, blueberry picking, exploring, swimming, sitting in the sauna, 
watching the sun set or reading a book – you decide your week. 
Whatever it may be, it’s a great way to get away from the city and the 
stresses of city life. The peaceful life spent at a rustic cabin on Mantario 
Lake will help relax, restore and rejuvenate your spirit, and it is an 
excellent way to spend a week of our oh-too-short Manitoba summers.

Astronomy 
with Jennifer West 
August 5 - 9, 2013

Far from the city lights, learn to find your way among the stars under 
some of the darkest skies in North America. You will have the opportu-
nity to become acquainted with constellations, enjoy meteors and 
experience the immensity of the Milky Way. We might even get to  
see some Northern Lights!

Family Week 2 
with Lesly Andrews & Ron McDougall 
August 12 - 16, 2013

Join Nature Manitoba for a week long outdoor experience. Families  
can enjoy the adventure of canoeing into the Mantario wilderness cabin. 
At the cabin children make new friends and have the freedom to 
explore and discover the natural world. The activities of swimming in 
Mantario Lake and canoe exploration or savouring the sauna make  
this week a family vacation treasure. 

Photography 
with Maya deForest & Brian Hydesmith 
August 19 - 23, 2013

Explore and enhance your photographic skills in this beautiful setting. 
Regardless of your experience or camera, learn to capture better 
images and experiment to broaden your creativity.

N
ella S

chm
idt

Brown Creeper
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Nature in the News...

by Roger Turenne

Manitobans will see more yurts, 
electrical campsites, play 
structures, Wi-Fi in campsites 

as well as more modern washrooms 
and showers in provincial parks as part 
of more than 50 new initiatives 
announced on March 8. For good 
measure, Conservation and Water 
Stewardship Minister Gord Mackintosh 
also threw in plans for private sector 
partnerships for more geo-caching, 
new adventure sport and biking 
opportunities, and free park access  
in February.

It is all part of a new provincial parks 
strategy currently out for public review. 
While much of the discussion focuses 
on the recreational aspects of Mani-
toba’s parks system, the new park 
strategy does emphasize that a funda-
mental principle of the system is 
maintaining ecosystem health.

Efforts are to be made to reduce the 
footprint from recreational activities, 
such as making public beaches and 
playgrounds in parks smoke free,  
and $20 million for new park waste-
water treatment plants that will protect  
our threatened Lake Winnipeg through 
phosphorus reduction.

The strategy includes investments of 
more than $100 million for park 
infrastructure in the strategy including 
the new waste-water treatment plants, 
$20 million for more drinking water 
facilities and improved roads, and $20 
million to renew Spruce Woods and St. 
Ambroise Provincial Parks following 
the devastation the parks endured 
during the 2011 flood. 

The new park strategy also includes  
a plan to recover a greater amount of 
costs for services associated with park 
cottages and businesses. Rent and 
service fee increases for cottage owners 
will average about $2,000 over a 10 
year period.

Camp Morton and 
Whiteshell Provincial  
Parks to expand

The minister said the new strategy  
will also create up to 10 new or 
expanded parks including Camp 
Morton and Whiteshell.

In March 2011, the province had 
announced that lands next to the 
Tim Horton Children’s Foundation 
Leadership Camp at Sylvia Lake in 
the Whiteshell would be protected 
through land-use category changes. 
Following further review, the province 
is proposing increasing protection for 
an additional 2,900 
hectares of land in 
the area, almost 
equal to the size  
of Birds Hill 
Provincial Park.

The proposed park 
addition will connect 
Whiteshell Provincial 
Park to the Whitemouth Bog Wildlife 
Management Area and Whitemouth 
Bog Ecological Reserve, including  
areas around the Rennie River, which 
carries water from the park into the 
bog, to the Winnipeg River and on  
into Lake Winnipeg.

Under this proposed expansion, more 
than 20,000 hectares of the park 
would become a protected backcountry 
area and a further 2,900 hectares of 
land would be added to the park.

Manitoba Conservation is also working 
to acquire a property known as Marie-
Rose Cottage from the Community of 
the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus 
and Mary for addition to Camp Morton 
Provincial Park. The property is in the 
Rural Municipality of Gimli along the 
shores of Lake Winnipeg and borders 
the park on the northeast. The acquisi-
tion would add 2.5 acres of land and 
450 feet of sandy beach along the 

lakefront. The rest of 
the property has a 
combination of 
mature forest and 
open green space. 

All this is moving in 
the right direction. 
Public input will be 
received until June 1 

and Nature Manitoba members are 
strongly encouraged to weigh in with 
their views as to how Manitoba’s 
provincial parks should be managed. 
Further information can be found here:  
www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/
parksstrategy

Manitoba Conservation

Province Announces New Strategy to Modernize  
Provincial Parks and Expand Two of Them

M
anitoba C

onservation

M
anitoba C

onservation

“Public input will 
be received until 

June 1 and Nature 
Manitoba members are 

strongly encouraged 
to weigh in...”

Maps showing the boundaries of the Whitemouth Bog Wildlife 
Management Area (left) and Whitemouth Bog Ecological Reserve 

(right), south of Whiteshell Provincial Park near Seven Sisters.

http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/parksstrategy
http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/parksstrategy
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Manitoba Bans Peat Mining in Parks
by Roger Turenne

In late February, we were pleased to 
see that Manitoba Conservation and 
Water Stewardship withdrew the 

permit for the proposed Hay Point Bog 
peat mining operation in Hecla/Grind-
stone Provincial Park. In fact Manitoba  
is banning peat mining in all provincial 
parks as well as in the nominated 
UNESCO World Heritage Site on the  
east side of Lake Winnipeg.

The province and Sun Gro Horticulture 
Canada reached an agreement that will 
see Sun Gro give up its five current peat 
leases in Hecla/Grindstone Provincial 
Park and withdraw the associated 
Environment Act licence application.  
The agreement includes a $492,000 
payment to reimburse Sun Gro’s ex-
penses for past lease payments and 
related exploration and legal costs. 

Now that the leases have been removed 
from the park, the government will also 
begin public consultations on changing 
the land-use category of the Grindstone 
area of the park to protect it from any 

commercial developments, adding it to 
Manitoba’s network of protected areas.

The ban on peat mining in parks leaves 
the status of existing or planned opera-
tions outside of parks up for further 
review. The government is developing a 
peatland stewardship strategy which is 
expected to be introduced in the Legisla-
ture this fall. In the meantime, the 
minister announced that the province 
would implement two strict interim 
peatland protection measures:

 » Suspension of any new Environment 
Act licence applications or approvals 
for peat mining operations in the 
province.

 » Extension of the moratorium on 118 
pending or any new peat leases.  

The minister also announced unprec-
edented restrictions on Environment Act 
licences that have been approved and 
granted for two peat operations near 
Riverton: Ramsay Point by Sun Gro and 
Deer Lake Bog by Berger Peat Moss Ltd. 
There are now 89 restrictions as a result 
of the appeal process, of which 14 are 

new or strengthened, notably implement-
ing zero tolerance for net impacts to 
Lake Winnipeg, allowing the harvest  
of only one-third of the lease in the first 
decade and an additional one-third for 
the remaining lifetime of the develop-
ment, creating a 150-meter setback  
from water and wildlife habitat, and 
implementing new rules on trucking 
times including banning trucks on PR 
234 on summer weekends and after  
3 pm on Fridays.

These are all welcome developments. 
While Nature Manitoba has argued in  
the past that there is no justification for 
any peat mining, whether inside or 
outside parks, it is unrealistic to expect 
the government to wipe out a whole 
industry in one fell swoop. The measures 
announced, as well as those to emerge 
from the review process, constitute a 
major step forward and deserve our 
support. We had lobbied hard for this 
and so did several other groups, so we 
are not taking full credit for the turn-
around. But we are glad to have done 
our part in achieving this major victory.

Wild Boars Shot in Western Manitoba: 
Invasive Species Under Control?

An article by Bill Redekop from the March 23 print edition 
of the Winnipeg Free Press reports:

Manitoba Conservation shot four wild boar near Lake of the 
Prairies last week, the first euthanizing of such animals in 

Manitoba in more than five years. Conservation staff were 
doing an aerial survey for deer and elk near Russell as part of 
control efforts for chronic wasting disease. An individual boar, 
as well as a herd of three animals, were spotted and then shot 
from the helicopter. They are believed to have escaped from a 
wild boar farm, possibly in Saskatchewan. Boar can travel up to 
45 kilometres in a day.

This is a noteworthy update to the situation described in the 
following article by Steve McCullough, reprinted from the 
March/April 2012 issue of the Manitoba Eco-Journal.

Wild boars have become a notorious ecological nuisance 
across North America. They are an introduced, invasive 

species with few natural predators, and their intelligence, 
reproductive capacity and feeding habits make them both 
destructive and hard to control. Manitoba has mounted an 
aggressive defence against boar incursion, and the strategy so 
far appears to be a success.

Boars are large, powerful omnivores that can eat almost 
anything within reach, above or below ground. They will 
happily feed on roots, plants, birds’ eggs, and small animals. 

Their voracious appetites cause significant damage to local 
flora and fauna, as does their tendency to root up large areas of 
ground in pursuit of food. In addition, these large and aggres-
sive animals compete with native species such as white-tailed 
deer and wild turkeys for acorns and other foods. 

Boar activity can also have dramatic effects on water systems. 
Swine cannot sweat to regulate their body temperature and so 
rely on bathing in water and wallowing in mud to keep cool  
in summer. This draws them to fragile riparian areas that are 
easily damaged by digging and wallowing, which can acceler-
ate erosion as well as change the shape and course of channels 
and ponds.

Manitoba Conservation
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Introduced to the continent by early European colonists (and, 
more recently, imported by hunters), millions of boars now live 
in the wild, with the largest populations in the southern United 
States. They tolerate a wide range of climates, however, and 
have been spreading northward worldwide. A study by the 
government of Norway concludes that they can tolerate harsh 
winter temperatures: thriving boar populations are found 
above 60°N in Russia. 

Established populations are very hard to remove. Boars can live 
up to 25 years and are the fastest-reproducing ungulates: sows 
mature at several months of age and can bear up to two litters, 
each averaging four to six young, per year. Boars have, more-
over, demonstrated considerable cunning at evading hunters 
and trappers. As a result, many U.S. states find themselves 
fighting a losing battle with these invaders. 

In 2001 Manitoba was declared a wild boar control zone, 
meaning that boars found running wild can be freely killed. 
Before that, boars were considered animals at large, which 
protected them on the assumption that they were escapees 
from local farms, and therefore private property. [According to 
the Free Press article, Manitoba Agriculture considers wild boar a 
hobby animal, raised in small numbers for personal use.]

The provincial declaration took over from a patchwork of 
municipal controls that had been enacted in the RMs of 
Armstrong, Grahamdale, Roblin, and Shell River. The province-
wide response was galvanized by the discovery of a large boar 
population living wild in the Mars Hill Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA). This WMA is immediately adjacent to the Libau 

Bog Ecological Reserve, a fragile wetland habitat that would be 
extremely vulnerable to boar activity. 

The Mars Hill boars were aggressively hunted and trapped 
until none remained. Declaring open season appears to have 
been a successful strategy for Manitoba province-wide, despite 
some studies that suggest hunting can be an inefficient method 
of controlling boars.

Manitoba’s boar population has been sharply reduced from a 
high of perhaps 500 ten years ago to what Barry Verbiwski, 
head of Furbearer and Problem Wildlife, estimates to be only 
small, scattered groups today. He reports that there are small 
populations along Manitoba’s borders with Saskatchewan 
(which does not have a similar control strategy) and North 
Dakota (which does). There are also intermittent reports of 
boars in Spruce Woods, the northern Interlake, and elsewhere, 
although few have been confirmed. [The more recent Free Press 
article confirms that wild boar are believed to be contained to a 
few small pockets in Duck Mountain, Turtle Mountain, Spruce 
Woods and in the Interlake near Ashern.] 

Conservation intends to keep Manitoba free of wild boars, but 
relies heavily on citizen reporting to determine their numbers 
and locations. Should you come across wild boars or evidence 
of boar activity, please contact your local conservation officer. 

The Free Press article adds the following warnings: 
Manitoba’s policy makes it open season on wild boars year-
round, whether you are a hunter or not, but you must have a 
landowner’s permission if it’s not on Crown land. Wild boar can 
be ill-tempered and are not shy. The animals, weighing up to 
200 kilograms, can become very aggressive, using their sharp 
tusks in attacks. They can do significant damage to people or to 
pets, especially if cornered. Anyone encountering a wild boar 
should back away and call Manitoba Conservation.

John Morgan Receives 
Prairie Conservation Award

At the 10th Prairie and Endangered 
Species Conference held in Red Deer, 

Alberta in mid-February, John Morgan 
received Manitoba’s Prairie Conservation 
Award in recognition of his commitment 
and enthusiasm for Manitoba’s prairies. 
In the nomination citation written by 
Marilyn Latta, a past recipient herself, 
John’s devotion to prairie conservation 
and restoration stands out. John helped 
shape the way land managers restored 
prairie landscapes with a manual he 
co-authored, entitled “Restoring Canada’s 
Native Prairie”. John was a founding 
member of Nature Manitoba’s Habitat 
Conservation Committee in 1985. With 
his wife Carol, he established Canada’s 
first native prairie nursery and ecological 
restoration company, Prairie Habitats 
Inc., in 1987. John produced and directed the video “Mani-
toba’s Tall Grass Prairie” which was used to launch Nature 
Manitoba’s very successful Prairie Patron’s Program, a 
fundraising initiative for the purchase of remnant tall grass 
prairie habitat in the province. He developed and patented 

a lightweight seed harvester that is now 
used in 35 countries for over 200 species 
of grasses, wildflowers and special crops. 
John’s enthusiasm for all things prairie 
resulted in Winnipeg hosting the 23rd 
North American Prairie Conference this 
past August, only the second time it has 
been held in Canada and the first time in 
western Canada (see Nature Manitoba 
News, Sept/Oct 2012). John continues 
his work to restore prairies large and 
small, and is always willing to share his 
knowledge and passion for the prairie.

Background on the Prairie  
Conservation Award
The Prairie Conservation Award was 
created in 1989 at the 2nd Prairie Conser-
vation and Endangered Species Confer-
ence in Regina, Saskatchewan. Individu-
als from any walk of life, organizations or 
Aboriginal groups can be nominated for 

this award in each of the three Canadian Prairie Provinces. 
Recipients are recognized for significant long-term contribu-
tions to native habitat or species at risk conservation. They 
have exemplified a passion for the prairies and its wildlife 
through employed, volunteer and personal achievements. 

Wild Boars Shot in Western Manitoba:  
Invasive Species Under Control?
(...continued from previous page)

John Morgan receiving the 
Prairie Conservation Award 
from Christie Borkowsky.
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Restoring Ecological Health to Your Land
by Steven I. Apfelbaum &  
Allan Haney

Review by John P. Morgan, 
Prairie Habitats Inc., Argyle, MB

When we first started 
collecting native prairie 
seed in the early 

1980’s, we had absolutely no 
idea what we were doing and 
where it would lead. There was 
almost no information available 
on the topic of restoring native 
prairies. Indeed it was not even 
on the radar of most people.

That all changed in 1989 when  
I travelled to Wisconsin to visit 
Steve Apfelbaum at his farm and 
prairie nursery in some of the 
most beautiful countryside I 

have ever seen. Steve and his staff knew more about prairie 
plants and restoration than I could have imagined. They all 
were very generous of their time and humoured my naïve 
questions and pestering for just about a week with utmost 
patience. To say it was a learning experience does not even 
approach the overwhelming sense of potential I felt, along  
with the humility of undertaking the greatest challenge I had 
ever faced. To have had books such as this one at that time  
was unimaginable. What a pleasure is it to see them now!

Steve has partnered with his long-time friend and ecologist 
Allan Haney to produce a matched set: Restoring Ecological 
Health to Your Land and the accompanying Workbook. It is a 
primer with real-life examples from the authors’ combined 75 
years of experience throughout North America. A variety of 
habitats from prairie to forest to wetland to desert and stream 
are covered thoroughly. How to assess the history of the area, 
its need for restoration, whether it is practical for the area 
being considered, the timeline, cost, equipment, seed, labour 

and long-term management requirements all are dealt with in  
a simple yet useful format. The books are invaluable to anyone 
undertaking a restoration from backyards and school grounds 
to many acres. How to assess the results objectively, a crucial 
step often missed in many projects, is emphasized. This allows 
you to make the most efficient use of limited resources, making 
your landscape better as time goes on. 

Education and sharing your results also is highlighted. The 
more I do restoration, the more I realize that education can 
and should be an integral component. Ecology is the most fas-
cinating of all the natural sciences. Each step of every restora-
tion project can teach us something if only we take the time to 
observe. Sharing this with others ensures the knowledge base 
continues to grow. The authors hope their books will encourage 
many more successful restorations across the continent.

Citing the old but often true maxim that “Failing to plan is 
planning to fail” Steve and Allan give an excellent 10 step 
process for every restoration that is easy and intuitive to follow. 
The ten steps are fully outlined and explained in the Workbook 
with lots of practical suggestions, mapping information, forms 
and real field examples gleaned from thousands of restorations. 

Four basic principles lead the way to helping determine what  
is best on your site:

1. Pay attention to what nature wants and work with her,

2. don’t insist on exactly recreating the past,

3. be patient, and

4. when in doubt, follow #1. (and, I would add, #3!)

“Ecological restoration no longer is an option. It is essential  
to our physical and spiritual survival...” This quote from the 
authors sums the topic up quite nicely. They have put decades 
of experience together in a superb, easy-to-read guide that will 
be treasured here. I hope many more folks with an interest in 
our natural world will feel the same passion Steve and Allan 
have infused into these two wonderful books. Happy restoring 
to everyone!

Nature Manitoba Receives Wildlife Society Award
On March 14, 2013 Nature Manitoba 

was presented with the Conservation 
Award of The Manitoba Chapter of The 
Wildlife Society. Presented annually to an 
individual or group that actively promotes 
and engages in wildlife management 
related issues, Nature Manitoba was 
selected from a host of nominations 
received this year, the 40th anniversary 
year of the Manitoba Chapter. Previous 
award winners have included Manitoba 

Conservation’s Protected Areas Initiative 
Staff, Manitoba Hydro, FortWhyte Alive, 
University of Manitoba’s Rick Baydack 
and the chapter’s first President, Eugene 
Bossenmaier. The Manitoba Chapter of 
The Wildlife Society is dedicated to the 
conservation and protection of our wildlife 
resource base, through initiatives in public 
awareness, education and professional 
development, while promoting and uphold-
ing responsible wildlife stewardship.

Jesse Vanderhartt

On behalf of Nature Manitoba, 
Jack Dubois (right) accepts 

award from Rob Officer.

Restoring Ecological 
Health to Your Land (plus 

Workbook) by Steven I. 
Apfelbaum and Alan 

Haney. Paperback, 264 
pages, Island Press 

(2010). ISBN-10: 
1597265721.
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To receive weekly updates of outdoor activities, send an email to triplist@naturemanitoba.ca.

Hike Hecla Island
Sun. May 5th

Hecla Island Provincial Park is about 
2 hrs north of the perimeter and 

about 1 hr north of Gimli. The park 
contains several hiking trails as well as 
a historical self-guided walk of Hecla 
Village. We can make our trail choice 
once we arrive, based on conditions 
and members’ preferences. Expect 
this to be a full-day excursion and 
bring water, lunch and snack food. 

To register please contact Jarod Matwiy 
at matwiyj@mts.net. [Rate 2-3]

Hike Hunt Lake
Sat. May 25th

Join Les McCann for this popular, 
rough but beautiful full day hike. See 
photos from last years trip at www.

flickr.com/photos/naturemanitoba/
Contact Les at 204-895-8108 or  

lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 3]

Cycle Prime Meridian Trail
Sat. June 8th

Join Les McCann for a leisurely 35 
km cycle on a former railroad bed 

and some quiet country roads.
Contact Les at 204-895-8108 or  

lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 2]

Henteleff Park Volunteer 
Tree Planting & Bird Walk

Sat. June 15th
Rain date is June 22nd. Tree planting 

starts at 10 am. A bird walk led by 
Gordon and Jaye Grieef will begin 
at 8 am from the parking lot. See 

page 18 for article on Henteleff Park, 
or visit www.henteleffpark.org.
No registration required. [Rate 1]

Carberry Sandhills Field Trip
Sat. June 22nd

See full description of Bob 
Wrigley’s field trip below.

Caddy Lake Canoe, Fish, 
Snorkel and Picnic Day

Sat. June 29th
Start the Canada Day long weekend 

on a good note with Roger Sutherland 
on a canoe paddle on Caddy Lake, 

then up to South Cross Lake. Distance 
covered will depend on conditions 

and the group. We will swim, snorkel 
and fish (for those who want to) 

and have a picnic afterwards. 
Phone Roger at 204-451-1219. [Rate 2-3]

Spurge Purge and Plant Walk, 
Tall Grass Prairie Preserve

Mon. July 1st OR Sun. July 7th
Help the Habitat Committee count and 
pull out leafy spurge in study plots on 
one of our prairies. We’ll meet at 9 am 

at the Loewen Prairie (4 km east of 
Tolstoi on PR209), work for 2-3 hours, 
then eat lunch at the interpretive trail 

and go for a plant walk. It’s a great 
way to help preserve the tall grass 

prairie and learn more about prairie 
plants at the same time. If the timing 
is right, the endangered Prairie White 

Fringed Orchids will be in bloom.
Please register with Marilyn Latta at 
204-253-9245 ahead of time so that 
you can be notified of the date, which 
will depend on weather and flowering 
stage of the spurge. Car pooling will 

be arranged as needed. [Rate 2]

Trip Leader Forms
Trip Leader forms are available on 

our website, in the “Outdoor Activities” 
section under “Trip Leader Forms”. 
Please fill them out and return them 

to the Nature Manitoba office.

Carberry Sandhills Field Trip 
with Bob Wrigley

Sat. June 22nd
Join Dr. Bob for the follow-up field trip to 
his March 4th Discovery Evening presen-
tation on the insects and mammals of the 
Carberry Sandhills. The trip will begin at 
the Spirit Sands Trail Head parking lot 
off Highway 5, just north of the Seton 
Bridge over the Assiniboine River. The 
day will focus on insects (particularly 

tiger beetles) and mammals as we hike 
for about four hours through the gently 
rolling trails leading to the Spirit Sands 

or Bald Head Hills. We will visit a variety 
of habitats (mixed forest, white spruce 
forest, aspen-oak savanna, mixed-grass 
prairie, sand dunes, pond, and river) 

and describe the species typical of each. 
Car pooling from Winnipeg will be ar-

ranged, with an early morning departure. 
Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108 
or lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 2]

Mars Hill Plant Inventory 
HeLP WANTeD

Help wanted with a plant inventory in the 
Mars Hill Wildlife Management Area. From 
early May through Sept., Peggy Kasuba 
will be identifying, collecting and photo-
graphing plants, GPSing their location, 
and recording data such as soil type, 
biodiversity in the plant’s environment, 
bloom/seed times, as well as revisiting 
plants of special interest that were 
recorded last year. Wetlands, meadows, 
and recovering decommissioned gravel 
extraction areas will be visited. Peggy 
plans to be in the field at least 4 days per 
week, 5-6 hrs per day. If you would like to 
join her once, twice or many times, she 
would absolutely welcome your assis-
tance. You’ll see more than you would on 
a hike - It’s really a great experience! 
Email her at peggykasuba@hotmail.com.
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Variable Darner 
typically found 
in the Carberry 

Sandhills.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/naturemanitoba/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/naturemanitoba/
http://www.henteleffpark.org
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Free on Wednesdays?
Join the Grey Hares for interesting trips 

and activities and good company.

Hike Oak Hammock Marsh
Wed. May 1st

Hike around the ponds of  
Oak Hammock Marsh and check 

out the migrating birds.
Charles Begley at 204-233-8395. [Rate 1]

Cycle to Birds Hill Park
Wed. May 8th

Cycle from Winnipeg to Birds Hill Park.
Doug Belcher 204-334-2108. [Rate 3-4]

Whiteshell Spring 
Photo Tour

Wed. May 15th
Drive through the Whiteshell with 

Al and Thelma Ross. Come enjoy the 
Whiteshell in spring – capture the spring 
colours, get tips on photography from a 
professional, or just enjoy the trip and 
the company! No hiking – an easy trip.

Al Ross at 204-853-2047. [Rate 1]

Cycle River Road  
to Selkirk

Wed. May 22nd
Starting at Larter’s Golf Course, we will 

ride north past Lockport and Lower 
Fort Garry to Selkirk, and return.

Ted Harvey at 204-889-5725. [Rate 2-3]

Visit Cook’s Creek
Wed. May 29th

We will visit Cook’s Creek Heritage Museum 
and the Immaculate Conception Church.

Register by May 24th, small fee required.
June Thomson at 204-837-6469. [Rate 1]

Cycle Matlock to Gimli
Wed. June 5th

Cycle with lunch at Amma’s Tea Room 
and a tour of the Icelandic Museum 

(admission $3-6) before returning. Option 
for someone else to lead a hike in/around 

Gimli, possibly meeting up for lunch. 
Marilyn Hurrell at 204-832-8908. [Rate 3]

 
Cycle Transcona Trails 

Wed. June 12th
Cycle the trails in Transcona.

 Jim Bromley at 204-663-9423. [Rate 2]

Tour of Exchange District
Wed. June 19th

Historic guided walking tour of the 
Exchange District with June Thomson.

Reply by June 14th. Small cost involved.
Contact June at 204-837-6469. [Rate 1]

Canoe/Kayak Pinawa Channel
Wed. July 3rd

Canoe or kayak depending on water 
levels. Alternatively, hike/bike from 
Pinawa Suspension Bridge to Old 
Pinawa, with a chance to explore 

the ruins at Old Pinawa Dam. 
Kathy Picard at 204-345-8422. [Rate 2]

GeNeRAL RATING 
GUIDeLINeS APPLICABLe 

TO ALL ACTIVITIeS 
Rate 1 Novice: Typically 2 to 3 hours 

duration. Little or no experience required. 
Easy terrain. Limited physical fitness 

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

Rate 2 Intermediate: Typically 4-6 hours 
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable. Some steep or difficult terrain. 

Moderate physical fitness required. 
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

Rate 3 Advanced: Typically full day trip. 
Previous experience, significant skill and 

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult terrain. Sustained strenuous activity 

required. Weather not normally severe. 

Rate 4 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 

equipment and skills. Effects of inclement 
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

Rate 5 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Possible severe 
weather conditions – wind, cold rain, 
sleet – may halt trip and demand use 
of skilled survival techniques or make 

accidents or physical injuries life threatening. 
Aid or rescue is difficult to obtain. 

PLeASe NOTe:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot be 

reached, call the office at 204-943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

Birding for Beginners
Wednesdays at 6:30pm

No registration required, just meet at 
6:30pm at the location listed below.

May 1: Assiniboine Park
Meet at the English Garden entrance.

May 8: St. Vital Park
Meet at the duck pond parking lot.

May 15: Bunn’s Creek
Meet at the parking lot on Henderson Hwy.

May 22: King’s Park
Meet at the main parking lot.

May 29: La Barriere Park
Meet at the main parking lot.

Seven Sisters and Environs
Sat. May 11th (changed from May 4)

We’ll search for loons, grebes, 
ducks, raptors and other migrants 
along the Winnipeg River. Meet at 

the Seven Sisters Dam at 9am. 
Peter Taylor at 1-204-753-2977. [Rate 1]

Shoal Lakes/St. Ambroise/Delta
Sat. May 18th

Numerous migrants, including waterfowl, 
raptors, warblers and sparrows, should be 

present. With luck we’ll find a rarity or two.
Rudolf Koes at 204-661-0763. [Rate 1]

Henteleff Park Bird Walk
Sat. June 15th

See June 15th trip listing on 
previous page for details.
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by Gordon Grieef

This month’s sightings table covers birds seen in December 
through March. Normally the column covers a two 
month period, but the last issue of Nature Manitoba News 

summarized the Christmas Bird Counts (CBC’s) for all of 
Manitoba, hence the four month period for this issue. I have 
not included sightings that were made on the various CBC’s.

Owls were definitely the highlight of birding in southern 
Manitoba this past winter. Most of the Great Gray Owl and 
Northern Hawk Owls were seen in eastern Manitoba in a broad 
swath from Hecla Island to Sprague. There were also a number 
of Northern Hawk Owl sightings in Winnipeg and vicinity. High 
numbers were 45 Great Gray Owls and 24 Northern Hawk 
Owls seen by Rudolf Koes and Peter Taylor on February 24. I 
have listed nine Boreal Owl sightings that were posted on the 
ManitobaBirds yahoo group. In addition, Christian Artuso had 
5 more sightings reported to him. Northern Saw-whet Owls do 
not normally remain in Manitoba during the winter but this 
year there were four sightings of this species.

Among the rarer sightings this past winter are Ivory Gull (on 
Lake Winnipeg offshore of Chalet Beach), Loggerhead Shrike, 
Townsend’s Solitaire, Varied Thrush, Eastern Towhee, Indigo 
Bunting and Rusty Blackbird. It was the first time that Logger-
head Shrike and Indigo Bunting have been seen in the winter.

During late February and early March several people com-
mented on ManitobaBirds on the lack of Horned Larks east of 
Winnipeg. Even in western Manitoba the number of sightings is 
down from previous years, and this downward trend has been 
ongoing for a number of years. Their migration route appears 
to have shifted into Saskatchewan, as Ian Thorleifson made a 
trip from Minnedosa to Saskatoon and Regina and back on the 
weekend of March 16th and 17th, and he saw many thousands 
of Horned Larks.

As I write this on March 31 there is still 2 to 3 feet of snow in 
my backyard. This extremely late spring has resulted in a very 
delayed migration. This year the first Canada Geese were 
coming into southern Manitoba on March 27 whereas last year 
they were being seen as early as March 7 with a count of 
20,000 at St. Adolphe on March 13. Raptor numbers are also 
down with 479 Bald Eagles counted at Windygates in the 
Pembina River valley to the end of March, compared to 1,102 
in the same time period last year. This year there were 93 
Red-tailed Hawks counted at Windygates, while last year the 
count was 2,667. These numbers certainly show the contrast 
between last year’s very early spring and this year’s late spring.

If you have any unusual bird sightings be sure to email them to 
me at ggrieef@mts.net, or you can mail them to 31 Kara Cove, 
Winnipeg, R2N 3C2.

Species #’s Date Location Observers
Canada Goose 1 Dec 1 12 Lee River Bridge, P.R. 313 P. Taylor, Nature Manitoba outing
Canada Goose 2 Mar 13 13 Lockport G. Budyk
Canada Goose 600+ Mar 28 13 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles
American Black Duck 1 Feb 4 13 Winnipeg R. Iverson
Gadwall 1 Mar 28 13 Winnipeg G. Budyk
American Wigeon 1 Mar 30 13 McArthur Falls P. Taylor
Mallard 2 Dec 1 12 Lee River Bridge, P.R. 313 P. Taylor, Nature Manitoba outing
Mallard 75 Feb 4 13 Winnipeg R. Iverson
Mallard 1 Mar 13 13 Lockport G. Budyk
Mallard 4 Mar 2 13 Minnedosa I. Thorleifson
Mallard 50 Jan 29 13 Oak Hammock Marsh K. Gardner
Green-winged Teal 2 Mar 28 13 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Ring-necked Duck 1 Mar 30 13 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Lesser Scaup 1 Mar 13 13 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Common Goldeneye 23 Dec 1 12 Seven Sisters to Pine Falls P. Taylor, Nature Manitoba outing
Common Goldeneye 6 Jan 1 13 Winnipeg River R. Koes
Common Goldeneye 1 Mar 2 13 Minnedosa I. Thorleifson
Hooded Merganser 1 Mar 2 13 Minnedosa I. Thorleifson
Common Merganser 4 Dec 1 12 Pine Falls P. Taylor, Nature Manitoba outing
Common Merganser 2 Jan 1 13 Winnipeg River R. Koes
Spruce Grouse 38 Jan 14 13 South Moose Lake J. Kayer
Rock Ptarmigan 10 Dec 29 12 Churchill L. Fishback
Eared Grebe 5 Mar 30 13 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Bald Eagle 10 Dec 1 12 Sprague to Buffalo Point V. & R. Reimer
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 Jan 26 13 Winnipeg R. Koes
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 Feb 15 13 Winnipeg L. de March
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 Mar 28 13 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles
Cooper's Hawk 1 Dec 28 12 Winnipeg B. Robinson
Cooper's Hawk 1 fem. Mar 3 13 Winnipeg R. Koes
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
Cooper's Hawk 1 imm. Mar 11 13 Winnipeg R. Koes
Northern Goshawk 5 Mar 28 13 Windygates A. Schritt
Rough-legged Hawk 12 Dec 1 12 Sprague to Buffalo Point V. & R. Reimer
Rough-legged Hawk 1 Dec 13 12 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Rough-legged Hawk 1 Jan 14 13 Mitchell F. Giesbrecht, B. Neufeld
Golden Eagle 1 Jan 13 13 Eden R. Demey
Golden Eagle 1 Feb 12 13 Morden R. Hiebert
Golden Eagle 13 Mar 26 13 Windygates A. Schritt
Golden Eagle 1 Mar 28 13 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles
American Kestrel 1 Dec 1 12 Gimli D. Martin
American Kestrel 1 Dec 2 12 Winnipeg R. Clare
Gyrfalcon 1 Jan 14 13 Mitchell F. Giesbrecht, B. Neufeld
Gyrfalcon 1 Jan 27 13 Elma G. Lichter
Gyrfalcon 1 Mar 9/10 13 Morden B. & H. Neufeld, A. Schritt
Gyrfalcon 1 Mar 21 13 Nesbitt C. Cuthbert
Gyrfalcon 1 Mar 24 13 Windygates C. Wall
Killdeer 4 Mar 30 13 Oak Hammock Marsh area J. Pelechaty
Ivory Gull 1 Jan 5 13 Chalet Beach T. Sopuck
Ring-billed Gull 1 Mar 28 13 Winnipeg R. Koes
Herring Gull 1 Dec 1 12 Powerview P. Taylor, J. Weshnoweski, G. Budyk, R. Koes
Eurasian Collared-Dove 1 Jan 14 13 Landmark B. Neufeld
Mourning Dove 2 Jan 14 13 Landmark B. Neufeld
Mourning Dove 1 Dec 5 12 Argyle R. Porteous, A. Mickey, L. Jansson
Mourning Dove 1 Jan 11 13 Winnipeg K. Schulz
Mourning Dove 1 Feb 1 13 MacGregor D. Gamache
Barred Owl 1 Jan 6 13 Pinawa P. Taylor
Barred Owl 1 Mar 18 13 Argyle J. Rodger
Boreal Owl 1 Dec 16 12 Winnipeg A. Dyck, J. Weshnoweski, R. Koes
Boreal Owl 1 Dec 19 12 Headingley J. Zaste
Boreal Owl 1 Feb 22 13 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Boreal Owl 1 Jan 7 13 Winnipeg R. Koes
Boreal Owl 1 Feb 12 13 Beaudry Prov. Park M. Quigley
Boreal Owl 1 Feb 14 13 Zhoda J. Yatsko
Boreal Owl 1 Mar 4 & 13 13 Blumenort J. Reimer
Boreal Owl 1 Mar 9 & 12 13 Winnipeg R. Koes
Boreal Owl 1 Mar 18 13 Winkler R. Klassen
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 Jan 28 13 Blumenort J. Reimer
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 Feb 1 13 Winnipeg C. Artuso
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 Feb 23 13 St. Francois Xavier M. Tumber
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 Mar 10 13 Eden R. Demey
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Jan 16 13 Ninette M. Hokanson
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Jan 19 13 Blumenort G. & B. Reimer
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Jan 19 13 Lundar D. Eyolfson
Northern Flicker 1 Dec 1 12 Winnipeg B. Barnett
Northern Flicker 3 Dec 2 12 Winnipeg R. Koes
Northern Flicker 1 Dec 19 12 Winnipeg N. Butchard
Northern Flicker 1 Dec 19 12 Winnipeg G. & J. Grieef
Northern Flicker 1 Dec 31 12 Winnipeg F. Zdrill
Northern Flicker 1 Jan 4 13 Winnipeg R. Koes
Northern Flicker 1 Jan 19 13 Blumenort G. & B. Reimer
Northern Flicker 2 Jan 20 13 Winnipeg R. Clarke
Northern Flicker 1 Jan 30 13 Morden P. Goossen
Northern Flicker 1 Feb 23 13 Winnipeg R. Clarke
Loggerhead Shrike 1 Dec 5 12 Winnipeg J. Dubois
Horned Lark 11 Feb 3 13 Neepawa R. Demey
Brown Creeper 1 Dec 13 12 Winnipeg R. Koes
Brown Creeper 1 Dec 21 12 Hodgson J. Smith
Brown Creeper 1 Jan 2 13 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Brown Creeper 1 Jan 20 13 Headingley B. Taylor
Brown Creeper 1 Jan 21 13 Brandon area T. Will
Brown Creeper 2 Jan 30 13 Morden P. Goossen
Golden-Crowned Kinglet 3 Dec 5 12 Hamiota R. Demey
Townsend's Solitaire 1 Feb 18 13 Winnipeg D. Boettcher
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
Varied Thrush 1 Jan 16 13 Ninette M. Hokanson
Bohemian Waxwing 1,000 Jan 1 13 Winnipeg D. Dodgson, G. Budyk
Bohemian Waxwing 600 Mar 18 13 Winnipeg R. Parsons
Cedar Waxwing 1 Jan 6 13 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Cedar Waxwing 1 Feb 3 13 Winnipeg R. Iverson
Eastern Towhee 1 Feb 6 13 MacGregor D. Gamache
American Tree Sparrow 1 Nov 30 12 Eden R. Demey
Chipping Sparrow 1 Jan 9 13 Winnipeg R. Wiebe
Fox Sparrow 1 Dec 12 12 Winnipeg G. Budyk
White-throated Sparrow 3 Dec 1 12 Winnipeg C. Artuso
White-throated Sparrow 1 Dec 11 12 Winnipeg G. Budyk
White-throated Sparrow 1 Dec 23 12 Garson G. & C. Machnee
White-throated Sparrow 1 Feb 1 13 Dufresne B. Krosney
White-throated Sparrow 1 Jan 1 13 Steinbach V. & R. Reimer
White-throated Sparrow 2 Jan 28 13 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Harris's Sparrow 1 Dec 1 12 Gimli D. Martin
Harris's Sparrow 1 Dec 12 12 Stonewall D. Oakford
Harris's Sparrow 1 Dec 23 12 Garson G. & C. Machnee
Harris's Sparrow 1 Mar 13 13 Winnipeg G. Budyk
White-crowned Sparrow 1 Dec 6 12 Gimli D. Martin
Dark-eyed Junco 1 Dec 31 12 Starbuck C. Penner
Dark-eyed Junco 6 Jan 28 13 Winnipeg D. Dodgson, G. Budyk
Northern Cardinal 1 Dec 18 12 Garson N. Butchard, A. Mickey
Northern Cardinal 1 Dec 19 12 Winnipeg R. Staniforth
Northern Cardinal 1 Dec 31 12 Winnipeg F. Zdrill
Northern Cardinal 2 Jan 28 13 Winnipeg R. Koes
Northern Cardinal 1 Mar 28 13 Winnipeg C. Salki
Indigo Bunting 1 Dec 3 12 Gimli D. Martin
Western Meadowlark 1 Mar 28 13 Windygates L. Braun
Rusty Blackbird 1 Jan 18 13 Kleefeld H. Lane
Common Grackle 1 Dec 1 12 Portage la Prairie C. Roy
Common Grackle 1 Dec 1 12 Winnipeg G. Walz
Common Grackle 1 Jan 1 13 Breezy Point N. Butchard
Common Grackle 1 Jan 18 13 Silver Falls V. & G. Reimer
Common Redpoll  2,300 Jan 6 13 The Pas J. Kayer

The Manitoba Chimney Swift Initiative:  
A Swift Look at 2012 and 2013

by Frank Machovec, Nature Mani-
toba member & Project Coordinator

The Manitoba Chimney Swift 
Initiative (MCSI) has undertaken  
a variety of projects to address the 

decline in Chimney Swift populations in 
Manitoba. Activities of the MCSI include 
the identification and monitoring of nest 
and roost sites, the construction of 
artificial towers for swifts, and outreach; 
such as the production of brochures, 
guidelines, reports, and forms. Since 
2007 the MCSI has received support 
from several grants, and the project has 
received significant contributions from 
volunteers. The project has a web site 
(www.mbchimneyswift.ca), a blog 
(swift-notes.blogspot.ca), and a page  
in the “birding” section of the Nature 
Manitoba website.

The Chimney Swift (Chaetura pelagica), 
is a small, agile, swallow-like, sooty-
colored bird with long pointed wings. 
They have been likened to a “flying 
cigar” with a short tail tipped with 
spines. Chimney Swifts feed exclusively 
on insects caught while in flight, and the 
birds return to their nest or roost sites for 
the night. Using their own saliva and 
twigs, adults construct a cup-shaped nest 
inside unlined and uncapped chimneys. 
The female lays 2 to 7 eggs that hatch in 
18-21 days. The young fledge when they 
are 30 days old. Our Manitoba swifts 
arrive in mid-May and depart for South 
American wintering sites by September.

The Chimney Swift is listed as a threat-
ened species by The Committee on the 
Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada 
(COSEWIC) and the Manitoba Endan-
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A Chimney Swift 
(Chaetura pelagica)

http://www.mbchimneyswift.ca
http://swift-notes.blogspot.ca/
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gered Species Act. A threatened species is one that is likely to 
become endangered due to low or declining numbers, if the 
factors affecting it do not improve.

2012 proved to be a challenging year for the MCSI in terms of 
volunteer effort, success with grant requests, and with the 
observation of swifts themselves. Approximately twenty-five 
volunteers submitted extensive monitoring reports, but, at a 
number of sites, few observations were made this season. On 
the positive side, we did recruit some new volunteers in smaller 
communities with active chimneys, and we retained a core 
group of committed volunteers. In 2012 the project also 
received a few “casual” reports that suggest new locations for 
monitoring, both in Winnipeg and in outlying areas. A few 
previously unknown and active sites were also identified and 
monitored in 2012.

Highlights for the 2012 season include: 

 » 25 sites monitored in Winnipeg – 15 active sites;

 » 28 sites monitored outside of Winnipeg – 25 active sites;

 » 6 artificial towers checked – none used by swifts;

 » 19 casual reports received (from Souris, Steinbach,  
The Pas, Wasagaming, Winkler and Winnipeg);

 » 6 “new” active chimneys identified in Lorette,  
Otterburne (3) and Clearwater (2);

 » receipt of a grant from the Endangered Species  
and Biodiversity Fund.

Because of the limited number of reports in 2012, it is difficult 
to draw reliable conclusions about overall success at nest sites. 
It appears that a number of usually 
active Winnipeg sites have been aban-
doned (possibly due to declining insect 
populations or climatic factors), but 
reports from a variety of other areas 
suggest “business as usual” from visiting 
swifts. Based on monitoring reports, we 
had successful breeding in Winnipeg 
(sites in St. James, Fort Garry, Lord 
Roberts, and Saint Boniface), Portage la 
Prairie, St. Adolphe, Carman, La Broque-
rie, Clearwater and Brandon. 

As for our roost sites in Selkirk, Carman, and Dauphin, moni-
toring results for 2012 are mixed. Dauphin numbers were up 
from last year, Selkirk numbers were stable, and Carman 
results were diminished.

Detailed monitoring results and lists of sites checked may be 
viewed in the Results section of the MCSI website. 

St. Adolphe has been called “the Chimney Swift Capital of 
Manitoba” and deserves special mention due to its unique 
cluster of five active chimneys in a small area and a very 
dedicated group of observers and analysts. It is also the site  
of one of our artificial towers. Due to the vigilance of the 
monitors, our project has excellent data on swift behaviour  
and breeding success in that community. Annual reports since 
2009 are available on the Resources page of our website. The 
St. Adolphe reports are particularly valuable since they utilize 
data from many nights of simultaneous monitoring of all nest 
sites, and include inspection of chimney clean-outs to docu-
ment presence of nests, egg shells, etc.

MCSI has constructed five artificial towers (two in Winnipeg, 
one each in the Starbuck area, Portage la Prairie, and St. 
Adolphe). 2012 witnessed the erection of a new tower in  
the La Broquerie area. This “artificial tree,” constructed by a 
committed volunteer, offered wooden construction and more 
elevation than our other towers. Unfortunately, this tower,  
like its brick and cinder block counterparts, was not used by 
swifts this year. We recently learned that a number of success-
ful towers have been erected in Minnesota, and we will apply 
lessons learned by our southern neighbours.

Two members of the MCSI steering committee attended a 
national conference on Chimney Swifts in February. This 
proved to be a valuable opportunity to exchange information 
with other Chimney Swift researchers and leaders of other 
stewardship programs. 

MCSI is looking ahead to the next season. Our objectives for  
2013 include: 

 » continued nest and roost monitoring;

 » recruitment of additional volunteers;

 » investigation of a number of possible “new” sites;

 » encouraging the large number of Breeding Bird Atlassers  
to check for potential Chimney Swift nest or roost sites in 
their areas;

 » continuation of outreach activities through our website, 
blog, displays at public events, and other media;

 » possible erection of a new tower on private land;

 » liaison with other swift groups regarding the design of 
artificial habitat and best practices for monitoring;

 » maintaining contact with staff at the 
Selkirk Mental Health Centre (loca-
tion of a major roost site and two 
other active chimneys).

The MCSI would like to thank the 
members of the steering committee and 
all of our dedicated volunteers.

The MCSI welcomes new volunteers to 
help with the project. The time commit-
ment is variable, and many potential 
sites and roles are available throughout 

the province. Nature Manitoba members are urged to become 
involved with this important project.

For more information about the MCSI, please contact Frank 
Machovec at 204-798-6275 or mbchimneyswift@gmail.com, 
or visit the MCSI’s website at www.mbchimneyswift.ca.

great Bird Search 2013
Saturday, June 1st

For more information, or to have pledge 
sheets mailed to you, please call the  

Nature Manitoba office at 204-943-9029  
or email info@naturemanitoba.ca.

Courtesy N.C. Dept. of Environment 
and Natural Resources 

http://www.mbchimneyswift.ca
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Most plover chicks do not return to breed 
where they were raised, but do contrib-
ute genetically to other breeding popula-
tions in Alberta, Saskatchewan, Ontario, 
the Great Lakes, and the Atlantic coast.

In 2011, Manitoba Conservation partici-
pated in the 5th International Piping 
Plover Breeding Census, a special study 
conducted every five years to record 
piping plover numbers in Canada, the 
United States, Mexico, and the Carib-
bean. Participants spent many hours 
surveying provinces and states for these 
birds, and collected data on habitat 
quality to gain insight into their decline. 
The official results of the census will not 
be released until summer 2013, but 
preliminary numbers indicate they are 
down from the 8000 counted in 2006.

2012 was not a good year for piping 
plovers across the province. Although 
four birds were observed on the east-side 
of Lake Winnipeg, one each at Beaconia 
Beach, Grand Beach, Grand Marais Spit 
and Hillside Beach, no breeding pairs 
were seen and hence, for the first time in 
over 20 years, a nest was not found at 
Grand Beach. As the birds identified did 
not have leg bands, it is possible that the 
same bird was observed at these four 
locations as it moved from area to area 
in search of a mate.

There was slightly better news in the 
southwest of the province at Whitewater 

Lake, where two nests were reported. 
The first was confirmed on May 31 and 
contained six eggs. Since piping plover 
nests containing more than four eggs are 
extremely rare, it was suspected that two 
females may have laid eggs in this nest. 
When the nest was rechecked two weeks 
later, there were seven eggs in the nest! 
Twenty-six days after the nest was first 
confirmed and close to the time when it 
was expected the eggs would hatch, the 
nest was checked again. Three eggs 
remained in the nest, but no adults or 
young were found. As the nest itself was 
undisturbed, it is safe to assume that 
four of the seven eggs hatched. But, as 
no chicks were found, it was suspected 
that they perished or were depredated 
soon after hatching. Although there is an 
outside possibility that the adults and 
young moved shortly after hatching, in 
all likelihood the nest was a failure.

In mid-July, a second nest with two eggs 
was reported by a local resident of the 

Whitewater Lake area. The nest was 
confirmed, but after three weeks of 
incubation, for unknown reasons, the 
nest was abandoned. Although the nests 
at Whitewater Lake failed this year, the 
attempts were encouraging as reports  
of piping plovers in the area and nest 
attempts had not been observed for 
several years.

High water levels on Lake Winnipeg and 
Lake Manitoba continue to be the most 
limiting factor in the recovery efforts of 
this species. High water levels reduce the 
availability and quality of nesting habitat 
on beaches surrounding the south basins 
of these lakes. The Red River has flooded 
14 times in the past 18 years whether 
during the spring melt or a major precipi-
tation event during June or July. All this 
water eventually makes its way into Lake 
Winnipeg, increasing water levels and 
reducing available beach nesting habitat.

Disturbance of nesting piping plovers or 
adults with chicks continues to be a 
concern as it only takes one severe event 
for a pair to abandon a nest or chicks to 
be predated. The recovery team and 
volunteer guardians at Grand Beach 
must remain vigilant if we are to keep 
our beaches, in Herbert Job’s words, 
“fully genuine.”

Follow new developments in piping 
plover conservation at our blog and site:  
manitobaplovers.wordpress.com and 
www.species-at-risk.mb.ca/plovers/

To report a piping plover sighting, call 
Manitoba Conservation at 204-945-6817.

An unusual piping 
plover nest found at 
Whitewater Lake in 
2012: built on wet 
ground, surrounded 
by vegetation.

PEg CITY CAR CO-OP
A Practical Solution to Transportation Needs

If you drive under 10,000 kilometres per year and would like 
to have access to a car without ownership responsibilities, 
you might want to consider joining Peg City Car Co-op.

Beth McKechnie, manager of the Co-op and one of its co-
founders, gave half-a-dozen very keen Nature Manitoba 
members an excellent workshop on the topic on March 12 at 
Kelvin High School. She gave the group a clear picture of how 
the Co-op works and who it best works for.

The Co-op was launched in June 2011 with 28 members and  
2 cars. Today, it has 122 members and 4 cars, with about 50 
members actively using the cars in a given month. Their expan-
sion goal over the next two years is 350 members using 11 cars.

This young carsharing operation is run by a hard-working Board 
of volunteers and two staff – Beth is one of them. These two 
staffers are on call from 8 AM until 11 PM, seven days a week!

Who might consider joining the Co-op? Those whose need for 
a car is sporadic enough that they don’t want to assume the cost 
of owning a vehicle full-time. Beth mentioned that the Co-op 
has also attracted many families with children who don’t want 
to purchase a second vehicle, and many seniors.

How much will it cost? A membership costs $500, but this 
money is rebated if the member leaves the organization. To use 
the car, the cost is $3 per hour and 40 cents per kilometre plus a 

The Piping Plover: 
A Little Bird in Big Trouble

(...continued from page 1)
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Peg City Car Co-op board members 
with one of the co-op’s 4 vehicles.
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…on a tale of two cities

by Roger Turenne

Just when you think things couldn’t 
possibly get worse on the Experimental 
Lakes file, it does. In all likelihood, by the 

time you read this, the facility will have been 
closed and all research brought to a halt, including ongoing 
projects financed entirely by outside sources at no cost to the 
government. What could possibly motivate such a decision? It can’t 
be financial when closing down the facility will actually cost more 
than keeping it going. This is not policy, it’s vandalism.

There is the argument that the work carried out at the ELA no 
longer fits government priorities. This is true. It is not a priority for 
the Harper government to understand the causes and effects of 
climate change, nor to understand the effects of various industrial 
discharges on our rivers and lakes – after all Canada has only two 
million of them. 

The ELA controversy highlights another characteristic of the 
Harper government’s attitude toward science: the muzzling of 
scientists and the stifling of the free flow of information so vital to 
the advancement of science. Federal scientists may not talk about 
their work without obtaining prior permission, 
cannot submit work to peer reviewed journals 
without prior authorization, or even make 
grant applications to support their research. 

One who is still allowed to talk, because he 
reports to Parliament rather than to the 
government, is (outgoing) Environment Commissioner Scott 
Vaughan. In his latest report, he pointed to huge gaps between the 
level of resource development in Canada and the environmental 
protections required. More than 600 major resource projects, 
representing $650 billion in new investments, are under way or 
planned across the country for the next decade. According to 
Vaughan “what we need now, given the gaps, given the problems 
we found, is a boom in environmental protection in this country as 
well.” Ain’t gonna happen. Instead, in its two most recent omnibus 
bills, the Harper government has been too busy systematically 

dismantling existing environmental protections to our lands and 
waters in the name of efficiency. A byproduct of that approach is 
the Idle No More movement.

It doesn’t have to be this way. In its albeit cautious and sometimes 
frustratingly slow pace, the Manitoba government is charting a 
different course. It is currently engaged in a series of consultations 
on several environmental fronts, including a revision of the 
Sustainable Development Act, the launching of a new Manitoba 
Green Plan and, within that context, a review of its provincial 
parks policy. It is doing so with a transparent process involving all 
sectors of society.

I recently had the opportunity to participate in a government-
sponsored workshop on what a new Sustainable Development Act 
should look like. The working group I was in was made up of 
representatives from the mining industry, a forestry company, the 
City of Winnipeg, the International Institute for Sustainable 
Development, Manitoba Hydro, and the Manitoba Cattle Producers 
Association. You would think that consensus would be hard to 
reach in such a disparate group. You would be wrong. We reached 
agreement on a number of recommendations which should be part 
of a muscular Sustainable Development Act.

While the federal government demonizes environmental groups 
and freezes them out of policy development processes (by cutting 
off funding to the Canadian Environmental Network for example), 
the provincial government actively seeks their input. We don’t 
always get what we want but we are seeing tangible progress in 
efforts to make Manitoba a “green” province. Nature Manitoba is 

fully engaged in this process.

Governments in Ottawa and Winnipeg both 
have solid majorities. In Winnipeg that 
majority is used to cautiously advance a 
green agenda. In Ottawa the situation is 
best described by journalist Chantal 

Hébert: “Since he has gained control of both houses of Parliament, 
Harper no longer bothers to pretend that the environment in 
general and climate change in particular is a major preoccupation, 
let alone a priority, of his government.”

Call it a tale of two cities.

As a Canadian diplomat abroad, as a senior advisor to two Manitoba 
premiers, as a political analyst, and as an environmental lobbyist, 
Roger Turenne has observed the political scene from all angles over 
more than 40 years.

“In its albeit cautious and 
sometimes frustratingly slow 

pace, the Manitoba government 
is charting a different course.”

$3 booking fee. This includes gas, maintenance, cleaning, 
insurance and winter tires. There is also a system to levy fines 
for those individuals tardy in returning vehicles. Stay tuned in 
May for the Co-op’s revamped rate structure – it will provide 
more flexibility in rate options based on whether you need a car 
only once in a while or several times a month.

What about bookings, keys and bills? You must book 
online. Without it, the car won’t start. Members are given a 
unique key fob which provides them access to the vehicles. 
With the booking, when the fob is waved in front of a reader 
in the windshield, the door locks pop open and the motor 
is mobilized. The average booking is for two to three hours 
and 20 kms driven. Full day bookings are also available. 
Members are billed directly to their credit card each month.

What kinds of vehicles are available and where are they 
parked? The Co-op’s fleet includes a Toyota Yaris, a Honda Fit, 
a Nissan Versa, and an electric Chevrolet Volt. These vehicles are 
parked at the River and Osborne Safeway, the South Osborne 

Safeway, the Mulvey Flea Market near the Osborne underpass, 
and the Legislative Building. The parking spots are chosen 
to be within a 10-15 minute walk of where most Peg City 
members live. Thanks to more than 70 community members 
who purchased investment shares, the Co-op is working on 
expansion plans this spring that will introduce cars into new 
neighbourhoods with exact locations soon to be confirmed. 

Who is ineligible to use a shared car? Anyone under 21, 
anyone with a criminal driving conviction such as a DUI, and 
anyone without three years of clean driving history. Members 
must have a Manitoba driver’s license (or equivalent).

Beth’s presentation lasted one hour but the topic was so 
intriguing and the group so full of questions that we didn’t clear 
the room until 45 minutes later. The workshop, with its very 
specific subject matter, may have attracted a small audience, but 
it certainly delivered!

Visit their website at pegcitycarcoop.ca for more information.

http://pegcitycarcoop.ca
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Have You Heard of  
Henteleff Park? 
by Marilyn Latta

If you are looking for a new place to visit in the city, why not 
try Henteleff Park? Located at 1964 St. Mary’s Rd., the park 
is halfway between Bishop Grandin and the Perimeter. The 

entrance is easy to miss as the park is less than 100 meters 
wide at that point, so watch carefully for the rustic fence and 
entrance road on the west side of St. Mary’s immediately south 
of The Waterfront condos. A small parking lot lies just inside 
the entrance. A welcome sign and map at the trail head show 
details of the 16 ha (40 acre) park which extends one km from 
St. Mary’s Road. Although the road continues past the parking 
lot to the end of the park, it is only open to staff use, bicycle 
and foot traffic.

The park has an interesting history. The site was purchased by 
the Henteleff family in 1924 and became a thriving market 
garden, one of the first Jewish market garden operations in 
western Canada.  In 1967 it was expropriated by the city to be 
set aside as green space and later became the site of the City of 
Winnipeg Tree Nursery. After part of the land was sold for 
condo development, a group called Friends of Henteleff Park 
banded together in 1996 to oppose a housing development that 
would limit access to the area. A number of Nature Manitoba 
members were active in the fight to preserve the area. Jennifer 
Shay documented the plant life while George Holland listed the 
bird species using the area; Cynthia Cohlmeyer produced a site 
development plan. The group presented a convincing argument 
showing the value and potential of the site and as a result, the 
land was rezoned as a park in 2002.

The Henteleff Park Foundation (HPF) was formed that same 
year to initiate development of the site as a passive park – a 
place for visitors to enjoy quiet reflection and low impact 
recreation in a natural setting. HPF works in partnership with 
the City of Winnipeg to restore and develop the park. Since 
HPF was formed, it has secured nearly $300,000 in funding. 
With assistance from the city’s Naturalist Services Branch, HPF 
has held 14 volunteer tree planting events, working to increase 
the riparian zone both for habitat and to help stabilize the river 
banks. The Walmart-Evergreen Green Grants program has been 
very supportive with funding to purchase trees for these events. 

HPF also applies for funding each year for Urban Green Team 
staff that plant trees, water and weed the planting areas, and 

develop and maintain trails. Nearly 6000 native trees and 
shrubs have been planted at both the volunteer events and by 
the Green Teams. Other projects included reconstruction of a 
road crossing over Normand Creek, which bisects the park, 
modification of the creek’s confluence with the river, installa-
tion of spawning riffles, and removal of large debris piles in the 
creek. The park now has over 2 km of trails accessible to the 
public, and interpretive signs and benches have been installed.

The city’s tree nursery operation was moved from the park in 
2007 but the rows of trees scattered throughout the park 
provide evidence of its history. The varied landscape attracts 
many species of birds making the park a great place to visit 
during spring migration. Two nesting species of note include 
Indigo Bunting and Lark Sparrow. Deer frequent the area and 
typically one or two does rear their young in the park, provid-
ing great photo opportunities. In the spring Boreal Chorus and 
Wood Frogs are abundant in the creek, which is also used by at 
least ten species of fish as a backwater or spawning area. 
Snapping Turtles frequent the creek area and the river’s edge.  
Other wildlife sightings include squirrels, foxes, groundhogs, 
raccoons, beaver and the occasional skunk.

Butterflies and other insects are becoming more numerous in 
the park due to the increased habitat diversity provided by a 
tall grass prairie restoration. Funded by federal and provincial 
government grants, the restoration was started in 2007.  
Planting of the grass species was carried out by Native Plant 
Solutions after several years of weed control. Volunteers, led by 
Marilyn Latta, have been instrumental in planting forbs 
(flowering plants) in the prairie to increase its diversity. New 
volunteers are always welcome!

This year’s volunteer tree planting is on Saturday, June 15th 
at 10 am (rain date June 22). A bird walk, led by Nature 
Manitoba members Gordon and Jaye Grieef, will leave the 
parking lot at 8 am that same morning. Anyone interested in 
an interpretive walk with a focus on botany can meet Marilyn 
Latta in the parking lot on Tuesday, July 9th at 7 pm. Registra-
tion is not required for any of these events. For more informa-
tion, visit www.henteleffpark.org. Better yet, go and take a 
walk in the park!

Marilyn Latta served on the Henteleff Park Foundation Board for 
10 years and is still active on the Site Development Committee. 
Another Nature Manitoba past president, John Shearer, also 
served on the board for several years.

A resident deer family

M
arilyn Latta

The park is a great place to  
visit during spring migration.
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The Demonstration Gardens  
at FortWhyte Alive
by Minna Goulet and Annette Bell

The FortWhyte gardens were developed to excite and educate 
the public about natural backyard habitats and have evolved 
continuously over the last 20 years. The earliest gardens, on 

the south side of the Interpretive Centre, were developed as a 
Xeriscape display in the early 1990s. An automated watering 
system was installed to save on general watering, as not all areas 
received rainfall. However, after the first season, the deer chewed 
on and demolished the sprinkler heads! Since then, the gardens 
have been hand watered with lake water. 

The south gardens showcase thriving Morden and Adelaide 
Hoodless roses. Only one has been replaced since they were 
originally planted almost two decades ago. For about the last ten 
years, a pair of geese have nested in amongst the roses. Annual 
pruning of the roses is done as early in the season as possible as 
the geese get a little aggressive once they have claimed their 
territory. The nest has enjoyed numerous onlookers and many have 
even seen goslings hatch! In addition to the geese, a family of 
woodchucks has a burrow nearby. The baby woodchucks, or kits, 
can often be seen munching on the roses in the spring.

The south gardens are also home to wildflowers, various hedges, a 
pond with a waterfall, and a raspberry patch. The patch was 
originally a vegetable garden but the deer became too fond of the 
produce. Shortly thereafter, FortWhyte Farms was established and 
vegetable production was moved there. The raspberry patch has 
been very productive and there are even enough berries for a batch 
or two of jam.

The Biodiversity Garden can be found on the north side of the 
Interpretive Centre. It was originally designed in 2000 by a 
seasonal FortWhyte interpreter who was studying to be a land-
scape architect. It helps to promote FortWhyte’s Naturescape 
program, which encourages homeowners to increase the amount 

of biodiversity on their properties. By creating a habitat for flora 
and fauna right in your very own backyard, you can help to slow 
down species decline while creating a beautiful space for both 
animals and people to enjoy.

The Biodiversity Garden is made up of native and non-native trees, 
shrubs, fruit bearers and also features a pond. Most of the plants 
are perennials and were planted when the garden was originally 
designed, but some have arrived courtesy of wildlife or have been 
donated. There are always a few new surprises in the spring! The 
majority of the plants are labeled but the signs take a beating from 
the wildlife! The gardens are shared with many creatures including 
deer, ducks, turtles, frogs, ground squirrels, birds and insects. In 
keeping with the Naturescape philosophy, no chemical pesticides 
or herbicides are used on the garden. Only natural remedies and 
good old-fashioned hand-weeding!

The gardens are enjoyed by many – school children, families, 
seniors groups, campers, corporate groups, FortWhyte staff, and of 
course the volunteers that tend to them.

The lead gardener works with a team of about a dozen volunteers 
to keep the weeds at bay as well as to create a vision for the 
garden in the years to come. The gardeners gather every Friday 
morning to nurture the gardens and themselves. They spend about 
3 hours a week in the garden which adds up to an incredible 400 
hours a season!

The gardens at FortWhyte are a place where people, plants and 
wildlife come together to share in all the wonders of nature. 
Everyone is welcome to enjoy the space so please come and visit us 
and see how nature can inspire you!

For more information about the FortWhyte gardens or the Natures-
cape program, contact Minna Goulet, Naturescape Coordinator, at 
204-989-8358 or naturescape@fortwhyte.org. Or visit our website 
at www.fortwhyte.org/naturescape.

Minna Goulet is the Naturescape Coordinator at FortWhyte Alive, 
and Annette Bell is their lead volunteer gardener.

Our Natural Garden Tour:  
July 6th, 2013
Spring is here! And we’re excited about the 2013 Garden 
Tour, only two months away. Our featured Community 
Garden this year is at a location familiar to nature-lovers…

Garden Tour Tickets
Our Natural Garden Tour tickets ($15) are available 

from the Nature Manitoba office (204-943-9029), Fort-
Whyte Alive, and the following vendors: Lacoste, St. 

Mary’s, Shelmerdine and Schriemer’s garden centres, 
The Garden Room on Academy, The Green Scene on 

Lilac, and Feasey Chiropractic & Wellness Centre.

FortWhyte’s Naturescape program 
encourages homeowners to increase the 
amount of biodiversity in their yards.
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FortWhyte’s Demonstration Gardens will be the 
featured Community Garden in the 2013 Garden Tour.

http://www.fortwhyte.org/naturescape
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‘Ghosts of the Cities’  
Rarely Seen
Coyote sightings more common 
as urban development sprawls 
into ‘trickster’ territory
by Martin Zeilig

Reprinted from the Winnipeg Free Press print edition Feb. 
15, 2013 A13. This is the full story behind the photo on  
page 4 of our last issue (larger at right).

“PETER. Look, a coyote,” I said in an excited but 
semi-hushed tone while pointing to a spot directly 
ahead of us into the riverbank forest about 150 

metres north of where we stood. My friend and I were out for 
our usual vigorous morning walk in Kildonan Park. We made 
our way along the adjacent active-transportation route by the 
fenced-off golf course towards the Chief Peguis Bridge.

Then, voila! I spotted the thick-haired, greyish-brown coyote 
(Canis latrans). With its pointed ears, slim muzzle and droop-
ing bushy black-tipped tail, there was no mistaking it for 
anything other than a coyote – similar in appearance to a 
smaller-sized German shepherd and probably weighing 13  
to 16 kilograms.

After that first sighting, we continued along the path past the 
old Bergen Cut-off swing bridge. The coyote reappeared a few 
minutes later. This time it was only about 25 metres away. The 
coyote lingered long enough for Peter to snap a photo. Then, 
the trickster (as it’s known in First Nations mythology) slipped 
away down the snowy embankment and we lost sight of it. But, 
what a wonderful wildlife experience right here in the city on a 
frigid, overcast day.

Although I have seen coyotes on wilderness trips, this was my 
first sighting of this mid-sized wild canine in the city. Peter said 
he observed one several years ago along the Red River near St. 
John’s Park in North End Winnipeg, and another friend told  
me he spotted a coyote six years ago by the Witch’s Hut in 
Kildonan Park.

“We have two major rivers in the city with a lot of natural 
habitat, and these provide travelling corridors for wildlife,”  
said biologist Brian Joynt, from Manitoba Conservation, during 
a presentation to Nature Manitoba earlier this year. So it’s not 
uncommon for various critters, including coyotes, to pass 
through on their way elsewhere. But, as Joynt 
noted, there is probably a small resident 
population of coyotes in Winnipeg.

It has become a common urban species as 
cities have expanded outward. For example, 
the Cook County, Illinois, Coyote Project 
website reports that although a relatively recent occurrence, 
coyotes have become the top carnivores in an increasing 
number of metropolitan areas across North America.

“Originally known as ghosts of the plains, coyotes have now 
become ghosts of the cities, occasionally heard but rarely seen,” 
says the online material. “Compared to other urban wildlife, 

however, we know very little about how coyotes are becoming 
successful in landscapes dominated by people.” Chicago, Los 
Angeles, Vancouver (especially in Stanley Park), Calgary and 
Edmonton, among other cities, have all become places where 
coyotes are coexisting (in a manner of speaking) with people.

Coyotes are most common in the agricultural areas of Mani-
toba, but now range into the boreal forest and as far north as 
Flin Flon and Thompson. “The total number of coyotes is 
virtually impossible to estimate but they are considered 
abundant,” said Joynt, who added that from 3,000 to 8,000 
coyotes are harvested each year by licensed trappers in Mani-
toba. He pointed out coyotes are now seen more frequently in 
urban and suburban centres of Manitoba.

According to information from the Province of Manitoba, 
“Although coyotes are predators, they are also opportunistic 
and shift their diets to take advantage of the most available 
prey. Coyotes are generally scavengers and predators of small 

prey, but can shift to large prey occasionally.” 
In urban areas, coyotes will take advantage of 
unsecured garbage or pet food if these 
attractants are left outside.

Coyotes are also susceptible to frequent 
outbreaks of sarcoptic mange, an infestation 

by microscopic mites that causes intense itching, scratching and 
hair loss. They also suffer from diseases such as canine distem-
per, rabies, canine hepatitis, and parvovirus. 

So, be cautious and appreciate them, and all wild creatures, 
from a safe distance. Peter and I both agreed our encounter 
with the coyote was a magical experience.

“What a wonderful 
wildlife experience 

right here in the city on 
a frigid, overcast day.”
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Peter Charleton and Martin Zeilig saw 
this coyote in the morning of Feb. 8 

near the Kildonan Golf Course.
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Some Good  
Orchid-hunting Spots
by Ian Ward

A t my workshop in late February on Manitoba’s native 
orchids, I ran out of time to provide some good loca-
tions for finding orchids. Here is a short list of some of 

my more accessible favorites, with a list of some of the species 
that can be found at the appropriate flowering time*:

Libau Bog Ecological Reserve (located on the south side 
of PR 317, about 8 km east of Hwy 59, at Libau): Blunt-leaf 
Rein-orchid, Ram’s-head Lady’s-slipper, Yellow Lady’s-slipper, 
Small Round-leaved Orchid, Round-leaved Rein-orchid.

Duck Mountain Provincial Park

 » Baldy Mountain loop trail (south of the viewing tower): 
Western Spotted Coral-root, Northern Green Bog-orchid, 
Yellow Lady’s-slipper.

 » Singush Lake campground area (the Black Spruce sphag-
num bogs east and west of the campground, along the 
service roads): Heart-leaved Twayblade, Round-leaved 
Rein-orchid.

 » Copernicus Hill trail: Calypso, Early Coral-root, Round-
leaved Rein-orchid, Striped Coral-root.

Highway 15

 » A “manmade” fen (old borrow pit) on the south side of 
Hwy 15, 32 km east of Anola: Rose Pogonia, Grass Pink, 
Loesel’s Twayblade, White Adder’s-mouth, Hooded Ladies’-
tresses.

 » At Lewis Road, about 10 km farther east along Hwy 15, 
check ditches and all gravel roads south of the highway for 
Showy Lady’s-slippers, Yellow Lady’s-slippers and Pink 
Lady’s-slippers.

Brokenhead Wetlands Ecological Reserve and sur-
rounding forests, bogs and fens: 29 species have been found  
in this diverse area. A new boardwalk access off Hwy 59 is 
planned – for updates, see NOCI’s website,  
www.nativeorchid.org or www.debwendon.org. 

(* for flowering times, see either Orchids of Manitoba: A Field 
Guide, or NOCI’s website above.)

Orchids & Birds at the  
Interlake Forest Centre

This little gem in the Interlake is a favourite June destina-
tion of mine for both birding and orchid-hunting. 

Located about 8 km north of Fisher Branch, just south of 
Hodgson on the east side of Hwy 17, the Interlake Forest 
Centre (IFC) was established by the Manitoba Forestry 
Association in 1984 
“for the purposes of 
forest education”, 
primarily to provide 
school tours. It is part 
of the MFA network of 
Forest Centres that also 
includes facilities at 
Sandilands and the 
Duck Mountains.

The facility features two self-guided walking trails along 
with a log cabin shelter, an observation tower and a picnic 
area. The Spruce Grove Nature Trail, to the north of the 
parking area, is a 1.2 km. trail that loops through a typical 
black spruce stand. Calypso, Ram’s-head Lady’s-slippers, 
Small Round-leaved Orchids, all coral-root species, Yellow 
Lady’s-slipper, Lesser Rattlesnake-orchid, Heart-leaved 
Twayblade can all be found along this trail. The trail 
brochure says “Cool, dark, and damp describe the condi-
tions found in this forest!” It is also a good place to find 
boreal forest birds such as Black-backed Woodpecker and 
Cape May Warbler.

The Megwaakwaang Nature Trail is a loop trail to the 
south of the parking area, and features a variety of habitats 
including wetlands. Long-bracted Frog-orchid and Loesel’s 
Twayblade can be found along this trail.

The local Conservation Office provides some maintenance, 
and Green Teams have also been involved with trail 
upgrades during July and August. The IFC has a Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/interlake.forestcentre. 

To the east of the parking 
area, one can access a 
limestone ridge known as 
Marble Ridge, which was 
written up in Bill Stilwell’s 
first book, Scenic Secrets of 
Manitoba (page 61). This 
part of the ridge was once 
actively quarried, but the 
website of the Manitoba 

Association of Plant Biologists mentions “the Marble Ridge 
alvar (a few km northeast of the IFC)…one of the few 
alvars known west of Ontario…(it) supports at least three 
noteworthy plant species. Alvars consist of naturally open 
habitat with sparse, prairie-like vegetation growing on a 
limestone or dolostone plain, with either a thin covering of 
soil or no soil. Alvars are generally uncommon world-wide, 
and are rare in Canada.” 

The Interlake Forest Centre, along with stops at Narcisse 
WMA and Norris Lake (both also along Hwy 17), is a 
worthwhile spring destination for naturalists!

Ram’s-head 
Lady’s-slipper 
(Cypripedium 

arietinum)
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Presidents Award to 
Jack Dubois
Presented by Don Himbeault

Being new to this role of President, 
and being relatively new to Nature 
Manitoba for that matter, at times 

it can be a bit challenging figuring this 
job out. Thankfully, I get a lot of support 
from Susan, Deanna, and board and 
committee members. But there is one 
particular person that has made my job 
easier, and that is Jack Dubois.

The first thing he did was to agree, when asked back in April of 
last year, to join our board in the role of Executive Vice Presi-
dent. That brought our Executive to a full complement.

Jack brings a lot of knowledge to our board meetings. Being 
the past Director of the Wildlife and Ecosystem Protection 
Branch, Manitoba Conservation, where he worked for ten 
years, and with previous employers like the Manitoba Museum 

and Parks Canada, and with his degree 
in Zoology and Botany from the Univer-
sity of Manitoba, Jack just seems to 
know a lot. Plus he’s always ready to 
take on new tasks.

One particularly important task Jack 
took on was to be the principal author of 
our submission in response to the Mani-
toba Green Plan. This ended up being 
an 8-page document; Jack summarized 
our collective thoughts on a number 
of environmental issues and moulded 
them into one cohesive response. 

Being helpful is perhaps in Jack’s nature, 
as he has served on many boards including the Manitoba 
Eco-Network, Wapusk National Park, Manitoba Habitat Heri-
tage Corporation, Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre, 
Churchill Northern Studies Centre, The Fur Institute of Canada, 
and of course is a Past-President of Nature Manitoba, having 
served as President in 2000/2001. 

So thank you Jack, for making the role of President that much 
easier for me. Perhaps I can return the favour one day.

Nature Manitoba’s
93rd ANNuAl GeNerAl MeeTING

Service Awards for Dale 
Brown and Leigh Cullen
Presented by Don Himbeault

In every organization, there are some 
people who are just THERE. There 
when help is needed. There when 

something needs to be organized. There 
when a trip needs to be led. There when 
a venue is needed for a meeting. There 
when an encouraging word is needed 
and morale needs to be boosted. The 
Nature Manitoba Service Award is 
designed to recognize such people.

According to the terms of reference for 
the Service Awards, they are to be 
presented to recipients who have made 
significant contributions to the Society to 
areas outside of natural history such as: 
long and faithful service; exceptional 
organization or leadership skills; and 
leading, teaching or assisting with Society-sponsored indoor 
and outdoor events. All of these things describe this year’s 
recipients, Dale Brown and Leigh Cullen.

Dale Brown has been a member since 1984 and started out 
mostly as a hiker. After his first retirement, Dale always seemed 
so busy that he must have had 2 or 3 jobs. Nevertheless, he 
became involved with the Mantario cabin as a guide for one 

summer. He has continued to volunteer 
as a specialty leader for many programs, 
joined by either his wife Carol and/or 
other family members. For many years he 
has also helped, and taken a leadership 
role, on most work parties. For example, 
Dale and his son made the solar lighting 
system at the cabin a reality through his 
arduous work. Dale continues to be a 
valued member of the Mantario commit-
tee and trying to find a replacement for 
him is still a work in progress. One day 
Dale will retire from the committee but 
not from the work parties.

Leigh Cullen has been a member since 
1996 and has led many day hikes in the 
Belair Forest and canoe trips in more 
remote places such as Little Black River, 
but his main focus and involvement with 
Nature Manitoba has been with the 
Mantario cabin. Leigh has led and 
continues to lead many trips to Mantario 
in both summer and winter. For many 

years he has volunteered as a specialty leader for the summer 
program, including the first year when we had no paid guides 
and he led a week with one of his daughters. Leigh is a great 
contributor to the maintenance of the Mantario Cabin, and 
people especially remember him as the bread maker at the 
cabin. Leigh helps to make all visitors to the Mantario Cabin 
feel welcome and gives them a trip to remember.

Jack Dubois at the junction of the Gods 
and the Hayes rivers, last summer 

while on a breeding bird survey.
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The Ralph Bird  
Award presented to 
Rudolf Koes
Nominated by Jack Dubois,  
Executive Vice-President

The criteria for the Award are as 
follows: the recipient will be an 
amateur naturalist (member or 

non-member of Nature Manitoba) who has made an outstand-
ing contribution to natural history conservation in Western 
Canada in two or more of the following areas:

 » superior observation, recording or research accomplishments
 » contributions to natural history or environmental literature
 » rare species observations 
 » contributions to herbaria and/or collections
 » environmental enhancement and the creation of new 

reserves, preserves or sanctuaries and maintenance of 
landscape diversity

 » other natural history contributions within the spirit of intent 
of this award, as deemed appropriate by selection committee

I am very pleased to nominate a person well-known to members 
of Nature Manitoba, and to bird people across the province and 
across the country, for this year’s award. Rudolf Koes meets the 
criteria for the Ralph Bird Award in spades. To give an overview 
of Rudolf’s qualifying activities, his close friend and birding 
compatriot Peter Taylor provided some detail.

Rudolf has been the co-ordinator/compiler for the Winnipeg 
Christmas Bird Count for 15 years. Rudolf and Peter have been 
writing the seasonal Prairie Region reports for North American 
Birds (formerly Field Notes, American Birds) since 1990, and he 
has generally taken a leading role in this, especially in the last 

decade or so. You can find a partial list of 
Rudolf’s publications on page 472 of the 
bibliography of The Birds of Manitoba, 
and he and Peter Taylor have co-au-
thored a few other articles in Blue Jay. 
He was, of course, a major driving force 
for The Birds of Manitoba for about 25 
years, as well as illustrator and writer of 
numerous species accounts in the book.  

Rudolf has always had enthusiasm for 
passing on his love of birding to others, 
as shown by his active involvement with 

the publication of various incarnations of Nature Manitoba’s 
birding guides and checklists over the years. He has been a 
frequent leader of Nature Manitoba field trips, has run week-
long birding courses based at Churchill Northern Studies 
Centre for many years, and in recent years, leads professionally 
for Eagle-Eye Tours.

Currently there is a massive effort underway to document the 
breeding birds of Manitoba. To quote their web site: “The Mani-
toba Breeding Bird Atlas is an ambitious five-year project to 
engage citizens in documenting the distribution and abundance 
of all breeding birds throughout the entire province of Mani-
toba. This important initiative is a collaboration of many 
partners who share a passion for environmental monitoring. 
The Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas is run largely by volun-
teers…” In case anyone thought Rudolf was slowing down in 
his efforts to increase knowledge of Manitoba’s birds, he has 
dedicated many days to this great project so far, and is sched-
uled to continue to do so for its duration. In fact, in the list of 
top ten contributors to the atlas, Rudolf is currently number 
four, with over six thousand records compiled.

In summary, I feel that Rudolf Koes is a very deserving recipient 
of the Ralph Bird Award in recognition of his past and ongoing 
outstanding contributions to increasing our knowledge of the 
natural history of Manitoba.

Nature Manitoba thanks Dianne Beaven
Dianne Beaven, with Donna Danyluk and Les McCann, 
cuts a cake presented to her at the AGM. This was her 

last program after 4 years as coordinator of our Discovery 
Evenings, and we want to thank her for helping to make this 

program such a success. She will continue to be involved with 
both the Indoor Programs and Garden Tour Committees.

Welcome to our new 
treasurer – Nikolas Cyr

Nikolas is an accounting student 
working towards his Certified 

General Accountant designation. 
He has enjoyed the outdoors 

for many years, and has seen 
many of the natural environ-

ments that Canada has to offer. 
He first went to the Mantario 

Cabin in 2004 with his parents 
and sister during family week.
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401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1G4
Phone: 204-943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About Nature Manitoba

Nature Manitoba is people sharing a passion for nature. 
Since its foundation in 1920, Nature Manitoba’s mission has 
been to promote awareness, appreciation and understand-
ing of nature, and to preserve and enjoy it. In support of this 
mission, Nature Manitoba offers a wide variety of educa-
tional programs and publications, supports research into 
Manitoba’s biological and geophysical diversity, organizes 
field trips and outdoor activities year-round, and advocates 
for the protection of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Join online at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

See pages 4-5 for 2013 trip 
descriptions and dates, or visit 

www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Do you have a Favorite Natural Place?
In our last issue, you learned about Silver Springs 

Quarry near Birds Hill; in this issue, Henteleff Park and 
the Interlake Forest Centre. Tell us about one of your 

favorite natural places in Manitoba in 300 - 500 words. 
It can be in the city, or off the beaten track, a place with 
a particular native habitat or ecosystem, or somewhere 
good for hiking, skiing, canoeing, etc. If it’s an already 
well-known spot, describe your particular connection 
to the place, or something new and unique about it.

YUKON-DEMPSTER HWY
Land of the Midnight Sun

18-29 June 2013 + 1-12 July 2013 (12 days)
$3600 (dbl occup) + GST from Whitehorse

The heart of our adventure is the drive up the 
Dempster Highway from Dawson City to Inuvik 

and a flight across the Mackenzie Delta to 
Tuktoyaktuk on the Arctic Ocean. At latitude 66N 
we cross the Arctic Circle and enter the Land of 

the Midnight Sun.
SUNSHINE COAST for NATURALISTS

22-26 July 2013 (5 days)    
Cost $1475 (dbl occup) + GST from Vancouver

The Sunshine Coast exemplifies the best of coastal 
British Columbia as the temperate rainforest meets 
the blue of the Salish Sea in a confusion of magnifi-

cent fjords and green islands. Includes a full day 
cruise to world famous Princess Louisa Inlet. The 

Sunshine Coast’s culinary offerings are an important 
part of this tour and we will sample the best avail-
able. All meals are included, except for 4 dinners.

FALL COLOURS of the TUNDRA
DEMPSTER HWY, YUKON
23-30 August 2013 (8 days) 

Cost $1800 (dbl occup) + GST from Whitehorse
Poets & truck drivers alike wax lyrical about the 

magnificence of this iconic Canadian destination in 
fall as the tundra turns red & mauve, orange & gold. 
We spend 3 days on the Dempster, driving as far as 
the Richardson Mountains, just north of the Arctic 
Circle. Tour also includes 3 nights in Dawson City 

& Top of the World Hwy. 

WHISKEYJACK NATURE TOURS
BOX 319, SECHELT, BC, V0N 3A0

604-885-5539
E-m tony@whiskeyjacknaturetours.com
Web: www.whiskeyjacknaturetours.com

Whiskeyjack Nature Tours

Francy W
headon

Sharron Bettess, Jerry Zaste, Les McCann and  
Doris Orchyk (left to right) on the Grey Hare’s first 
cycle of the season on April 17 at Birds Hill Park.

Moving Water Canoe Courses
Learn the art and skill of paddling moving 
water with Manitoba’s most experienced 
instructor trio: Dwayne Dosch, Gerry Hirose 
& Brian Johnston.

Class II Whitewater (Intermediate) 
Intermediate Moving Water Tandem 
Dates: May 18/19 (2 days)

Introduction to Moving Water 
Tandem or Solo (2 days) 
Dates: May 25/26 or June 15/16

Manitoba Whitewater Club Shindig 
Solo-Rama & Tandem-Mania River Run  
Date: Sat. June 1

Moving Water Refresher Clinic 
Date: Sun. June 2

Moving Water Safety & Rescue Clinic 
Date: Sat. June 22

Whitemouth River National Canoe Day 
Date: Sun. June 23

For more detailed information, please email 
Brian Johnston at bjohnston@lssd.ca, or call 
him at 1-204-754-2651 (home) or 1-204-
482-2121 (work).

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=mantario-summer-program
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=mantario
http://www.whiskeyjacknaturetours.com
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=mantario-summer-program

