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The St. Lazare Area of Manitoba:  
A Biodiversity Hotspot

by Cary Hamel and Elizabeth Reimer  
with an introduction by Donna Danyluk

A glance at the area southwest of  
Riding Mountain National Park in  

the Manitoba Road Atlas (MapArt edition) 
shows a large area north and south of 
the town of St. Lazare devoid of the usual 
grid of section roads that blanket the rest 
of southwestern Manitoba. Even the more 
detailed Manitoba Backroad Mapbook 
shows only trails in this area, which is 
bisected by the north-south Hwy 41.

A drive on this highway reveals a large 
expanse of grassland stretching to the 
horizon, with not a ploughed field or 
farmyard in sight. Stopping along the 
road in June, one is almost sure to hear 
the twittering sound of Sprague’s Pipit 
overhead, or the tinkling of a Chestnut-
collared Longspur in the distance. The 
traditional 4-strand barbed-wire fence 
that demarcates the Community Pastures 

is one of the few signs that this is a 
managed area. This is the area I visualize 
when I hear the term “PFRA Community 
Pasture”. An article in our last issue (Jan/
Feb, page 4) explained the fate that has 
befallen our Community Pastures, and 
promised a more detailed look at the St. 
Lazare area.

What follows is an edited version of an 
article that originally appeared in Blue 
Jay, Vol. 62 (Dec. 2004), pages 203-210; 
the complete version of the article, which 
includes fuller descriptions of species, 
locations and their conservation rankings, 
can be found under “Articles” at www.gov.
mb.ca/conservation/cdc/pubs.html.

The area between St. Lazare, 
Manitoba and the Saskatchewan 
border represents one of Mani-

toba’s largest intact native prairie land- 
scapes. The uplands and river valleys in 
this region in turn support a number of 
species that are considered provincially 
rare in Manitoba. In 2002, staff of the 
Manitoba Conservation Data Centre 
(CDC) attempted to update rare plant 
records from St. Lazare, and search for 
new occurrences of rare flora and rare 
grassland birds encountered incidentally. 
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President’s Corner
by Donald Himbeault

Planning ahead to look back

Manitoba must have been a very bustling place 
100 years ago, at least judging by the large 
number of organizations, businesses, cities, 

etc. that are having centennial celebrations these days. 
And soon, it will be our turn to celebrate our 100 year 
anniversary. The Natural History Society of Manitoba, 
as we were originally called, was founded on May 1, 
1920, later changing our name to the Manitoba Naturalist Society in 1971, and in 
2009 adopting the name of Nature Manitoba.

Over the years, the society has generated many publications, documents, and other 
artifacts, some of which have found their way to local museums, and others, through 
the foresight of previous board members, have been donated to the provincial 
archives for safe keeping. Two rather notable documents of the Society are still 
available in our office. These are special editions of the Newsletter, or Bulletin as it 
was then called, that provide a summary of the Society’s activities – the first publica-
tion covers the period from 1920 to 1941, and the second from 1942 to 1975.

Many things have happened within our organization since the latter publication, and 
I believe we are certainly due for another such edition that captures our more recent 
accomplishments. An example that comes to mind is the rebuilding of the Mantario 
Cabin after the destructive fire. As I have only 
been with Nature Manitoba for a few years 
now, much of what I learned of that story has 
been through occasional anecdotes told by 
some of the volunteers at the time. While I 
understand it was a difficult period for the 
organization, it is very motivating to hear how 
we were able to mobilize such a huge volunteer 
effort to rebuild the cabin.

Even though our centenary anniversary may 
seem many years away, I would expect the 
preparation of a historical document that covers some 45 years of activities will take 
a lot of time and coordination. Perhaps even a centennial book may be the goal. The 
task will certainly not get easier with time, so it’s probably never too early to start on 
such an endeavor. If participating in such a project is of interest, I invite you to 
contact the Nature Manitoba office. There are a few filing cabinets in the office full 
of “old stuff” just waiting to jog your memory.

An example of some of the “old stuff” that we 
have in our office is a 35mm slideshow dating 
from 1998 titled “New Member Presentation”. 
Many of the images show our members partici-
pating in the many programs of the Society over 
the years, with some of the pictures likely dating 
back to the early 70’s. If you want to have a look, 
the slide show has been digitized, and can be 
seen on the Nature Manitoba Flickr stream: 
www.flickr.com/photos/naturemanitoba/
sets/72157632335054348/.

Finally, I also encourage you to attend our 
Annual General Meeting (see pages 16-17 
for details) starting at 7:00pm on March 18, 
2013. It should be an informative meeting 
and I look forward to enjoying the member 
presentations that will close the evening.

Canada Post Publications Mail Sales 
Product Agreement No. 0040069231.

Issued 6 times a year as the official 
publication of Nature Manitoba. 
Subscriptions are a benefit of membership. 
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“Even though our 
centenary anniversary 

may seem many years away, I 
would expect the preparation 
of a historical document 
that covers some 45 years 
of activities will take a lot 
of time and coordination.”

Last image from the New 
Member Presentation slideshow.
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Laurel McDonald had a strong 
connection to nature right from the 
beginning – she spent her childhood 

in a small logging town in northern British 
Columbia and her family made use of the 
setting to frequently go camping, canoeing 
and cross-country skiing. After high school 
she studied Natural Resource Management 
at the University of Northern British 
Columbia and spent her summers working 
in forestry. When one of 
the supervisors revealed 
knowing the songs of five 
different birds, it sparked 
an ongoing fascination 
with birds in Laurel.  
After graduating with her 
bachelor’s degree she was accepted by the 
Institute of Bird Populations to band birds 
in Texas for 3½ months. “It was the experi-
ence that made me a birder, not just 
someone interested in birds,” she says, 
noting that she was there to witness the 
amazing spring migration along the  
Gulf of Mexico.

After working for the B.C. Ministry 
of Environment in water quality and 
moving briefly to Quebec, Laurel 
landed in Manitoba for the first time. 
She had no trouble finding ways to get 
involved here – she worked briefly at 
Oak Hammock Marsh and casually for 
FortWhyte Alive. She’s been working for 
the Nature Conservancy of Canada for 
4½ years as a part-time interpreter at the 
Tall Grass Prairie Preserve – educating 

children, facilitating field trips 
on the Preserve – and is helping with 
the opening of the new interpretive 
centre on the Preserve this summer.

Laurel is also working part-time for the 
Water Caucus of the Manitoba Eco-
network and was co-ordinator of the 
Manitoba Chimney Swift Initiative for 
nearly two years. She volunteers weekly 

at the Manitoba Museum, 
adding to their research 
collections by creating 
study skins (i.e., stuffing 
dead birds). It is thus 
surprising that she still 
finds the energy during 

the holidays to help with the Christmas 
Bird Count in two provinces. After doing 
the Winnipeg count, she heads home to 
B.C. in time to do another count with her 
dad – Laurel’s affliction with birding has 
actually spread to both parents.

Laurel mentions some online resources 
that can help birders, such as ‘Nature 
Instruct’, but she knows the best way to 
learn birding is through mentors. Nature 
Manitoba provides some of those 
connections and opportunities through 
the outdoor activities. She also hopes  
to keep young birders in Winnipeg 
connected on Facebook through an 
informal group called the Spring Chicka-
dees (see note on page 13) – so if you 
know any young birders, be sure to  
share this with them.

LaureL 
McDonaLD

Welcome New Members!
Dec. 15th, 2012 – Feb. 15th, 2013

 Chris Riordan

Ryan Copen

Nadine Hanneson

Kelly Liebzeit

Stephen Pitzel

Melissa Maskus

Erin Shorten

“It was the experience 
that made me a 

birder, not just someone 
interested in birds...”

GIANT Garage Sale 
 May 4, 2013

Volunteers needed for Friday’s 
setup and Saturday’s sale. 

Call the office at 204-943-9029 
for details and to sign up.

NEW LOCATION: 
Holy Cross School 

300 Dubuc, St. Boniface 
See ‘A’ on map below or visit website: 

www.holycrossschool.mb.ca

Your Source for 
Greener, Better Living!
www.GreenActionCentre.ca

Your Source for 
Greener, Better Living!

www.GreenActionCentre.ca
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Encounters of the      Natural Kind
Please send us your short stories 

(approx. 300-500 words) of interesting 
encounters with Manitoba nature.

“It was as if I 
was a part of 

the herd and they 
were content to 
have found me.”

Another Early Morning
by Marilyn Latta

Riding Mountain National Park is 
one of my favorite places to visit 
in September, when the air is 

crisp and the elk are feeling feisty. A 
number of years ago my friend Diane 
spent the summer in the park working 
on a trail study for her master’s 
practicum and I gladly accepted her 
invitation to spend a day working with 
her on one of the trails. The elk were 
celebrating fall and their 
bugling kept us company 
as we worked. I was 
enjoying their calls while 
Diane cautioned that they 
sounded much less friendly 
when they got closer.

I decided to drive to Lake Audy early 
the next morning to see if I could 
photograph some elk. It was Diane’s 
day off and she opted to stay cozy in 
bed. In pitch darkness and fog, I 
cautiously drove the Lake Audy road 
toward the bison compound. As I 
slowly proceeded, the sky started to 
brighten but the mist persisted, 
making for some wonderful photo-
graphic opportunities. At one stop I 

gazed at fresh wolf tracks on the road 
while listening to elk bugling in the 
distance – a magical moment. A frost 
the previous night had loosened the 
leaves on the trees. First one would 
fall and then another, precipitating a 
noisy cascade of other leaves. I was 
startled the first few times, thinking it 
was some critter moving through the 
bush, before realizing that it was only 

leaves. I must admit that I 
didn’t stray too far from 
the security of my car, but 
with heightened awareness 
enjoyed every minute.

Eventually I arrived at the 
bison compound, driving 

first through the open area and then 
stopping in the shelter of some trees.  
I rolled down my window to listen. 
Several moments had passed when 
some motion in the rear view mirror 
caught my eye. Bison were streaming 
out of the bush at a run, and contin-
ued their charge down the road until 
they were all around my car. Then 
they abruptly stopped and went back 
to their morning routine. A big bull 

parked himself ten feet in front of my 
car and promptly closed his eyes to 
have a nap. A cow nursed her calf an 
even shorter distance from my pas-
senger window, while others foraged 
along both sides of the road. It was as 
if I was a part of the herd and they 
were content to have found me. For 
my part, after an initial spurt of alarm, 
I was more than content to spend my 
time with them. I don’t know why they 
behaved this way as bison don’t 
usually exhibit much interest in 
vehicles travelling through their 
compound. The only thing I could 
think of was that they were curious to 
see who had invaded their space so 
early on this foggy morning. 

A little while later, I made one of my 
favorite images of the day as the sun 
started burning away the mist. It was 
of a solitary bull with his dark, moist 
coat steaming from the heat of the 
sun. When I see this image, I always 
call it the “Last Bison” for its some-
what ethereal appearance makes me 
reflect upon how close we came to an-
nihilating these magnificent animals.  

I never did see any elk that day, but  
it hardly mattered. They had served 
their purpose, drawing me out into  
the early morning to be a part of what 
nature had to share – a gift freely 
offered, and accepted with gratitude.

 

Peter Charleton and Martin Zeilig saw 
this coyote in the morning of Feb. 8 
near the Kildonan Golf Course.
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MorE tHAn Birds:  
Adventurous Lives of  

North American Naturalists
Reviewed by Peter Taylor

This attractive book by a Winnipeg-
born author comprises 22 bio-
graphical essays on 23 naturalists, 

including one husband-and-wife team, 
whose combined contributions to North 
American ornithology span more than 
two centuries. The essays are presented 
in chronological order by year of birth, 
from Alexander Wilson (1766) to David 
Sibley (1961). They fall into six groups, 
from the descriptive era of “Early North 
American Naturalists” to modern-day 
emphasis on “Conservation and Preserva-
tion of Species”.

Selecting the subjects for a book such as 
this is obviously a personal matter, and 
perhaps only Wilson, Audubon, and 
Roger Tory Peterson might be considered 
automatic choices from the hundreds of 
potential candidates. I did find myself 
wishing for a chapter on William Brews-
ter, on reading that five of the naturalists 
had won the American Ornithologists’ 
Union medal named 
in his honour.

Happily for readers 
north of the border,  
just over half of the  
chosen naturalists are either Canadian-
born or have strong Canadian con-
nections in their careers. Manitoba 
is well represented with chapters on 
H. Albert Hochbaum and Robert W. 
Nero, and passing references to the 
province in several other chapters.

There is a strong emphasis, especially in 
the later chapters, on naturalists who, 
through their art and writing, have 
presented birds to a wider public. While 
some were formally trained up to Ph.D. 
level, many were self-taught. It is 
intriguing to learn that Kenn Kaufmann, 
one of the strongest present-day advo-
cates for birds and their habitats, 
dropped out of high school to pursue  

his passion. In contrast, 20th-century 
academic ornithology is only lightly 
represented, perhaps reflecting the 
ever-widening gap between specialized 
scientific disciplines and the general 
public’s level of interest and education.

While each chapter has an individual 
flavour, certain key elements are 
common to all—an introductory 
summary paragraph, information on 
each naturalist’s formative years and 
interactions with their contemporaries, 
career highlights and awards, and often 
excerpts of their writing. The longest and 
most personal chapter is on Nero, 
perhaps best known to most Nature 
Manitoba members for his work with 
Great Gray Owls, but a man of many 
interests and achievements in fields as 
diverse as archaeology and poetry.

The travels of Joseph Dewey Soper on 
Baffin Island are especially impressive, 
having more in common with Scott and 
Amundsen than with most birders. In 

this Google Earth 
age, it is hard to 
imagine that errors 
of many miles 
existed in maps of 

the Canadian Arctic less than a lifetime 
ago. Soper corrected some of these errors 
while covering over 30,000 miles by 
dog-sled, boat and canoe in the 1920s 
and early 1930s in search of Blue Goose 
nesting grounds and much more. 

The essays are well researched, written, 
and edited, and are complemented by  
16 pages of end notes and a nine-page 
bibliography, giving ample leads for 
further reading. Over 50 black-and-white 
illustrations include portraits of some  
of the naturalists, examples of their 
artwork, or other pertinent items. I have 
no hesitation in recommending this book 
to anyone with an interest in the people 
and personalities that built our present-
day knowledge of North American birds.

More than Birds: Adventurous Lives  
of North American Naturalists,  

by Val Shushkewich. 296 pp., 9x 6 in.,  
soft cover. © 2012, Published by  

Dundurn, Toronto; www.dundurn.com.  
ISBN 978-1-4597-0558-6.

Joseph Dewey Soper is shown here in 
his “northern field clothes”. Soper sailed 
and trekked 30,300 miles (nearly 50,000 

km) during his Arctic explorations between 
1923 and 1931. Later in his career, he 

spent 14 years based in Winnipeg as the 
first federal chief migratory birds officer 

for the Prairie Provinces. His publications 
include a comprehensive paper on the 

mammals of Manitoba and a report on the 
birds of Riding Mountain National Park.

“Manitoba is well represented 
with chapters on H. Albert 

Hochbaum and Robert W. Nero...”
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Fate of Experimental Lakes Area still in Question – 
Scientists reflect on achievements, ponder future

by Bryce Hoye, Science Editor at The Manitoban, the University of Manitoba students’ newspaper

This is a shortened version of an article from the Fall 
2012 issue of the Manitoba Eco-network’s EcoJournal.

If all goes according to plans announced in spring of 2012, 
April 2013 will usher in the end of federal funding for the 
44 years of unprecedented limnological (lake ecosystem) 

research that has been conducted at the Experimental Lakes 
Area (ELA) in northwestern Ontario. Unless the federal govern-
ment has a change of heart at the eleventh hour, the fate of the 
ELA remains uncertain and would rely on private or academic 
interests stepping in as possible investors to keep it afloat.

The gem of innovative geochemical, physical and biological 
community-based lake research has enlightened how the world 
thinks about freshwater food webs and ecosystems. ELA eats 
up just $2 million of federal taxpayer dollars annually, and has 
produced research and hosted researchers that have shaped 
environmental policies around the world. 

“…I now know what it takes to restore our sick waters, To 
leave a better place for our sons and our daughters,” said John 
Shearer, reciting a passage from the Dr. Seuss-inspired poem 
“The Lorax at ELA” at a tribute event held at The Forks on 
Sept. 16, 2012. Shearer spent the majority of his career as an 
ELA employee, including serving as operations manager.

The ELA was first to prove the role of phosphorus (P) in 
controlling eutrophication and toxic algal bloom levels, and 
they did this by adding or eliminating specific nutrients in 
whole-lake experiments and monitoring the subsequent 
nutrient levels. This was a monumental finding (one of many) 
that lead to the banning of P from household detergents and is 
now a case study included in most university ecology and 
limnology textbooks. And it is the very nature of these imagi-
natively designed experiments, lakes exposed to the surround-
ing environment for very long periods of time, which makes 
the area so invaluable to the environmental sciences.

Funding the ELA
“Research conducted at the ELA needs to be public and owned 
by the public so companies cannot decide which information is 
released and which is kept hidden,” stated Diane Orihel in an 
interview with the Winnipeg Free Press in September.

Orihel, a PhD student in the University of Alberta’s Biological 
Sciences department, has worked at the ELA continuously for 
the last 10 years, and has been at the forefront of promoting 
public awareness over the proposed discontinuation of funding 
for the ELA including as one of the founding directors of the 
grassroots initiative Coalition to Save the ELA. Orihel is also 
lead author of a recent study that ranked Manitoba’s water-
sheds, with particular reference to Lake Winnipeg, among the 
western provinces most plagued by microcystin — a toxin 

produced by forms of cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) that 
can result from sewage and agriculture runoff.

What are the alternatives? Having private or academic  
institutions, or some combination of both, foot the bill? What 
might be the consequences of a change in management — to 
the public accessibility of the data, and how it might effect the 
creation of policy?

Retired former head of ELA, Ray Hesslein, said in an inter-
view with the Eco-Journal that, “[the ELA] should be free 
of adverse influences […] The risk of funding by private 
sources is that scientific freedom may be lost.” Hesslein 
added, “That is not to say that the government is innocent 
of influence. It is possible that the right private organiza-
tion would maintain or improve [ELA’s] independence.”

During a debate in the House of Commons on Sept. 17, 
Minister of the Environment Peter Kent waxed sanguine on 
behalf of his party’s alleged appreciation for the ELA. “We have 
made it very clear to all stakeholders and interested parties 
that the intent is not to close the Experimental Lakes Area,” 
stated Kent. “Environment Canada will assist the Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans [DFO] in finding a suitable organiza-
tion or a consortium to manage operations so that research by 
the academic community can continue.”

“I would frankly prefer a management structure that included 
academia,” remarked David Schindler in an interview with the 
Eco-Journal. “[DFO] has been a ‘wicked stepmother’ as a 
manager. ELA has always been low in their priorities despite 
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producing outstanding science…In contrast, until [Minister] 
Kent, [Environment Canada] has always been very supportive, 
and from personal conversations with their senior scientists, if 
they were allowed to speak, [Environment Canada] would still 
support ELA.”

“This is coming right from the top level, where science that 
gets in the way of rapid economic development is considered 
to be unimportant to the current government.”

When it comes to authoritative voices in the field of limnologi-
cal research, Schindler’s carries among the farthest. Schindler 
is the recipient of what are regarded as equivalent to Nobel 
Prizes in the worlds of ecology and limnology: the Stockholm 
Water, Volvo Environment and Tyler Environmental Achieve-
ment Prizes, as well as the Gerhard Herzberg Gold Medal. 
When at the ELA, Schindler was the first person to connect the 
dots between how climate warming, acid rain, and strato-
spheric ozone depletion impact freshwater ecosystems.

Dark days ahead for Canada’s 
environmental sciences
Schindler is not optimistic that an agreement will be reached 
with the current administration. “These same people [the 
federal government] have ignored senior scientists and 
experienced, retired former fisheries ministers like Tom Siddon 
and John Fraser to gut the Fisheries Act and [the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act], all the while claiming that 
they know better than either experienced scientists or politi-

cians….I am hoping that provincial governments, academia 
and private partners are more enlightened…”

If turfing the ELA is devastating in its own right, it is made the 
more insufferable taken in context with the suite of other 
blows dealt to environmental science that are becoming old 
hat to Canadians. With a few exceptions – an $18-million 
investment in the Lake Winnipeg Basin Initiative for example 
– the Canadian public has been privy to categorical funding 
cuts to the scientific inquiry and monitoring of the environ-
ment. Any discussion of the ELA and the perceived anti-
environmental science attitude of the federal Conservative 
Party warrants a shortened, substantive list of examples: for 
instance, the closure of the Polar Environmental Atmospheric 
Research Laboratory; putting an end to the independent 
advisory board known as the National Round Table on Envi-
ronment and Economy; the significant cuts made to DFO, Parks 
Canada, and Environment Canada; the dissolution of the 
position of National Science Advisor; as well as the rewriting 
and obfuscation of much of the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (perhaps, as has been alleged, for the purposes 
of streamlining approval for environmentally contentious 
project development).

In July, the journal Nature published an editorial asking the 
Harper government to explain its subversion of critical sectors 
of Canadian science. “…[There] is a difference between 
environmentalism and environmental science,” stated the 
author(s), concluding, “that the latter is an essential compo-
nent of a national science programme, regardless of politics.”

Lake Winnipeg most  
threatened in world in 2013

(excerpted from a CBC News article published  
Feb 2, 2013 and the Global Nature Fund’s website)

Lake Winnipeg has earned a disturbing new title from the 
Global Nature Fund (GNF), as the Threatened Lake of 2013.

“That this huge Canadian lake is faced with problems similar  
to those of lakes in more densely populated countries is hard  
to believe,” stated the organization, which is based in Germany.

GNF, the organization that created the International Living 
Lakes network, chooses the most-threatened lake in the  
world every year. Lake Winnipeg was nominated by Living 
Lakes Canada.

GNF states on their website, “Despite relatively low popula-
tions in the Lake Winnipeg watershed – about 7.0 inhabitants 
per sq. km compared to nearly 230 inhabitants per sq. km 
in Germany – nutrients in agricultural run-off and sewage 
discharges threaten Lake Winnipeg’s future by stimulat-
ing large amounts of blue-green algae that imbalance the 
lake’s food web and can be toxic to humans. The increasing 
frequency and severity of flooding associated with climate 
warming, the drainage of wetlands, and the regulation of 
water levels are having further negative effects on the lake.”

“It’s a consequence of our lack of responsibility to take care of 
the environment… and the only thing I can say is — it can only 
get worse,” said John Werring, senior science and policy 
advisor at the David Suzuki Foundation.

To restore the lake the pollutants will have to be removed from 
the water, which Vicki Burns [Outreach Coordinator at the Lake 
Winnipeg Foundation] said could take decades and could cost 
millions of dollars.

“I don’t want people to think there’s no hope for Lake Winnipeg,” 
Burns said. “There’s lots of hope and we know quite a few 
things we can do to turn this around. We’ve just got to get going 
and start doing them.”

GNF concludes “...the restoration of Lake Winnipeg will only be 
possible if governments, agriculture, industry, environmental 
organisations, and communities work together.”

For more information, visit the Global Nature Fund’s website: 
www.globalnature.org/33635/CAMPAIGNS/ 
Threatened-Lake-2013/02_vorlage.asp

Get involved through the Lake Winnipeg Foundation:  
www.lakewinnipegfoundation.org
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http://www.globalnature.org/33635/CAMPAIGNS/Threatened-Lake-2013/02_vorlage.asp
http://www.globalnature.org/33635/CAMPAIGNS/Threatened-Lake-2013/02_vorlage.asp
http://www.lakewinnipegfoundation.org
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Erna nauert Pruitt 
1926 – 2012

Erna Pruitt passed away in the early morning hours of 
December 25, just a few months shy of her 87th birthday. 

She had led a life of remarkable adventure 
and travel, almost all of it at the side of her 
husband and best friend Bill Pruitt.

Professor Bill Pruitt, who taught for many 
years in the Department of Zoology, Univer-
sity of Manitoba, died in December 2009 
(see February 2010 issue of Nature Mani-
toba News), and Erna then moved from 
Winnipeg to live with her daughter and 
son-in-law on Gabriola Island, BC. Both 
Pruitts were long time and active members 
of Nature Manitoba. 

Born in St. Louis, Missouri, Erna found 
her independence in the Girl Scouts. 
Scouting became her first escape from 
urban life, where she camped, did 
outdoor activities and woodcrafts, learned 
leadership skills, and became interested in wildlife. She 
took her first big trip alone, by train, from St. Louis to Hog 
Island, Maine, to attend the Audubon Society’s natural 
history camp. She worked briefly as an elementary school 
teacher in St. Louis, but quickly decided to tackle a gradu-
ate program in zoology instead. In 1949, at the University 
of Michigan, she met the young man who would become 

her husband in 1951; she was studying spiders, and he 
was doing post-doctoral work on small mammals. 

When Bill established the University of Manitoba’s Taiga 
Biological Station deep in the boreal forest north of Winnipeg, 
Erna took on the role of organizing field trips and keeping the 
logistical side of the station on track. 

Academic sabbaticals took Bill and Erna to two 
year-long stays in rural Finland. Erna – charac-
teristically – took on a new challenge. She 
taught herself, with dictionaries and grammar 
books at hand, how to read Finnish. In fact, she 
completed informal translations of at least two 
entire books on reindeer ecology into English 
from what is considered to be one of the most 
difficult languages!

Erna’s last big ongoing project was a detailed 
family history, spanning 1950 to 2001. The 
resulting set of ten large volumes was a 
precious gift to her family, as well as an 
invaluable reference to the University of 
Manitoba archivists who organized Bill Pruitt’s 
papers. Erna was really pleased to know that 
her work was appreciated in this way. (The 

online index of the archive collection is at http://umanitoba.
ca/libraries/units/archives/collections/rad/pruitt.html  
and the collection itself is open to the public at the U of M 
Elizabeth Dafoe Library.)

This is an edited version of a longer obituary written by  
daughter Cheryl Pruitt.

Eva Mildred Bowie 
1918 – 2012 

Mildred Bowie passed away in early December, 2012  
at the age of 94. She was the daughter of Mrs. A. 

Simpson, a very early and active member of 
Nature Manitoba (Natural History Society of 
Manitoba back then). Mildred started going 
on botanical collecting trips with her mother 
at a very young age and remembers being 
dragged along on camping trips with H.J. 
Scoggan, author of The Flora of Manitoba. 
Their botanical specimens went to the first 
Manitoba Museum in the old Civic Audito-
rium (now the Provincial Archives Building), 
and then ended up in the modern Manitoba 
Museum. She remained an active member of 
the Society for over 50 years, until age 
prevented her from attending its meetings,  
field trips and workshops. 

When I first joined the Museum in 1972-73, I put out a call to 
the Natural History Society [NHS] for volunteers to help in 
building and processing the Museum’s botanical collections. 
Collections from the NHS formed the greater part of the 
Museum’s botanical collections at that time. Mildred was one 
of four NHS members who answered that call, the others being 
Win Buchanan, Joyce Holmes and Sheila Anderson. They came 

into the Museum on Wednesdays and soon called themselves 
the ‘Boganeers’. They chose this name because, in summer, 
they collected and pressed plants from far and wide – with a 
preference for bogs and other wet and muddy places! Winters 
were spent identifying, labelling, mounting and cataloguing 
these plants. They added hundreds of specimens to the 

Museum, including many species new to our 
collections. Mildred also continued to collect 
plants on her own and added dozens of these 
to the Museum collections, serving as an 
active volunteer for more than 20 years. 

Mildred was a very talented – and accurate! 
– artist in many media, and often used 
flowers or natural history specimens as her 
subjects. She did a watercolour of prairie 
crocuses for the frontispiece of a book of 
pressed Canadian wildflowers presented 
to King George VI and Queen Elizabeth 
during their visit to Winnipeg on May 
24, 1939. Many of her friends and fellow 
volunteers remember receiving hand-painted 

Christmas cards of Manitoba wildflowers and landscapes 
from her for years. She donated a lovely painting of most 
of Manitoba’s native lady’s-slipper orchids to the Museum. 
She was also a gracious lady, a great cook and grew the 
best African violets I’ve ever seen. She will be missed.

Written by Dr. Karen Johnson, Retired Curator of Botany  
at the Manitoba Museum. 
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… On being the  
only ones in step

by Roger Turenne

You’ve no doubt heard the apocry-
phal story of the proud mother who 
went to a military parade to see her 

son. When the soldiers came marching 
past, her son was there all right, but he was clearly out of step 
with the others. Look, exclaimed the proud mother, isn’t it 
amazing that my son is the only one in step? 

191 countries signed and ratified the Kyoto protocol on climate 
change. One, and only one, repudiated the treaty and formally 
withdrew from it. Is it possible that Canada is the only country 
that understands Kyoto? Are we really the 
only ones in step or are we just as clueless as 
the storied mother? Stephen Harper, and his 
environmental mouthpiece Peter Kent, are 
not clueless. 

They denounce Kyoto because developing countries that are 
major polluters are not subject to its provisions. Are the other 
190 countries so clueless as to not see that? And if so, why did 
they sign on to this treaty in the first place? Because they know 
something that Peter Kent will not acknowledge: that Kyoto 
was part of a grand bargain based on social justice as well as 
environmental considerations. It acknowledged the fact that 
human-caused climate change is overwhelmingly the result of 
activities within developed countries since the Industrial 
Revolution, and that they should bear the initial brunt of 
efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. It was always 
understood that greenhouse gas reduction targets would be 
broadened in a second round to include other countries.

Canada says “let’s have a new treaty that includes these other 
countries”, but the rest of the world knows that it is infinitely 
easier to amend an existing treaty to extend its provisions than 

to create an entirely new one from scratch. What we’re really 
saying is that we don’t want any treaty that would impose 
constraints on our freedom of action. Which really means we 
don’t see there’s a problem. We are aligning ourselves squarely 
with the tiny handful of countries, such as Saudi Arabia, who 
are still in the denial corner.

Canadian positions such as the one taken at the recent Doha 
conference are insulting to other countries. They are unim-
pressed with our pretensions to be the only ones in step. On 
environmental and other issues Canada’s influence has nose-
dived. This was pointed out most succinctly by a European 
delegate at the Doha conference who, when asked what effect 
Canada’s position had on deliberations in which he was taking 
part, replied that the word “Canada” never came up. 

It pained me greatly to read this. As a former Canadian 
diplomat who participated in numerous international confer-
ences of this nature, I experienced firsthand the kind of positive 
influence Canada could exercise, and I felt pride in putting 
forth the Canadian position. In all my years in the foreign 

service I was never once called upon to 
pretend that we were the only ones in step. I 
feel embarrassed for those who are now doing 
my old job and are made to do just that.

Most galling of all is that Harper and company 
are getting away with it. A courageous Opposition and a 
well-informed electorate could prevent that. But we have 
neither. Instead we have one lonely MP in a far corner of the 
House of Commons, one who is clearly out of step with her 307 
colleagues, one who is fearless in telling it like it is regarding 
our international environmental responsibilities. Yet interest-
ingly enough, her being out-of-step does not make her risible 
like Peter Kent in Doha. Instead, her colleagues recently named 
Elizabeth May Parliamentarian of the Year. Could it be some of 
them might think that maybe, just maybe, on some issues at 
least, she really could be the only one in step? On such a 
slender thread, I can end this on a positive note.

As a Canadian diplomat abroad, as a senior advisor to two 
Manitoba premiers, as a political analyst, and as an environmen-
tal lobbyist, Roger has observed the political scene from all angles 
over more than 40 years.

“On environmental and 
other issues Canada’s 

influence has nose-dived...”

The Mantario Committee is looking forward 
to another exciting Summer Program. If 
you haven’t yet decided how to spend 
your summer vacation, take advantage of 
the special discount offered to members 
for a fully guided and programmed 
week at the beautiful Mantario Cabin.

Members who would like to experience 
the Mantario Cabin for the first time 
outside of the Summer Program are 
welcome to inquire at the office about 
private or member-led trips as they arise. 

Visit www.naturemanitoba.ca for details.

Family Week 1 
Brian Hydesmith & Gillian Brennan 

July 1 - 5, 2013

The Garden of Boreas 
Charles Burchill 
July 8 - 12, 2013

Fish, Swim and Sauna 
Marc Leclair 

July 15 - 19, 2013

Astronomy 
Jennifer West 

August 5 - 9, 2013

Family Week 2 
Lesly Andrews & Ron McDougall 

August 12 - 16, 2013

Photography 
Maya deForest & Brian Hydesmith 

August 19 - 23, 2013

MANTARIO 2013 RATES  5 Day Trip (includes food & t-shirt) 

Adult (non-members)  ............................................................$415*
Members of Nature Manitoba (also full-time students,  
  seniors 65+, and youth aged 14-17 with parent)  .................$380*
Under 18 (only for Family Weeks) .........................................$140
(* Deduct $35 for early-bird registrations before June 1st)

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=mantario
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To receive weekly updates of outdoor activities, send a message to triplist@naturemanitoba.ca.

Birds Hill Park Ski
Sun. March 3rd

Please join Al Louer for a ski before the 
winter winds down, followed by a hot 

beverage at the stable’s restaurant. 
Contact Al at alainlouer@hotmail.com 

or phone 204-235-1790. [Rate 2]

Rapids and Waterfalls 
on a Whiteshell Hike

Sat. March 16th
Scope out the (hopefully) melting 
snow and ice along the Pine Point 

Rapids hiking (snowshoeing) 
trail and around other areas of 

Whiteshell Provincial Park. 
Contact Rose Kuzina at 204-338-9369 

or rkuzina@mymts.net. [Rate 2-3]

Visit SaveELA.org!
Join concerned Canadians to 
oppose the federal closure of 

Canada’s Experimental Lakes Area.

Trip Leader Forms
Trip Leader forms are available 
on our website, in the “Outdoor 

Activities” section under “Trip Leader 
Forms”. Please fill them out and 

return them to the Nature Manitoba 
office. Contact the office if you would 

prefer paper copies mailed to you.

Summer Canoe Adventure on the Bloodvein River
10-day trip in July or August

I (Jerry Ameis) have contacted Bluewater Aviation about a fly-in service from Bissett 
to Artery Lake on the Bloodvein River system. Artery Lake straddles the Manitoba-

Ontario border, and is a lake I have been to three times. There is a pictograph site just 
upstream from the lake that is nationally significant because of its size, quality, and 
number of diverse images, and connection with other sites in central Canada. Artery 

Lake would be the start of a ten-day canoe trip that would end at Wallace Lake. 

Four people and two canoes is the maximum for the trip. Bluewater Aviation 
can transport two canoes and four people in one flight. The canoe trip would 
be in July or August: in July if I am not teaching in Brazil in July; in August 
if I am. I will know this in late March. For the time being, I need to know if 

anyone in Nature Manitoba is interested in doing the trip. This would not be 
a commitment yet. When I can provide details such as precise days, cost, etc. 

then I would require a commitment and down payment for the flight. 

Contact Jerry Ameis at raven981@mts.net or phone 204-284-1902. [Rate 5]

More Trips...

Stay tuned for more trips during 
the unpredictable spring weather by 
signing up for the weekly trip list – 
email triplist@naturemanitoba.ca,  

or frequent our online trip list 
at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Members canoe in Netley–Libau Marsh with trip leader Les McCann on Sep. 29th – 
 the last canoe outing for 2012 (not counting the October Mantario work party).

Les M
cC

ann

http://www.Saveela.org
http://www.saveela.org/
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=outdoor-activities
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Free on Wednesdays?
Join the Grey Hares for interesting trips 

and activities and good company.

Ski Beaudry Park
Wed. March 6th

Ski the Beaudry Park trails, west of 
Headingley. Level, well-groomed, forested 

trails (5 to 15km’s) with warming huts.
Marilyn Hearn at 204-895-4659. [Rate 1-2]

Ski the Shannondale Ski Trails
Wed. March 13th

This area West of Morden has 15-20km’s of 
trails; hilly, with warming huts. The nearby 
Burwalde Ski Trails (5-10km’s) on Hwy 3, 
 between Carman and Morden, are flat.
Ted Harvey at 204-889-5725. [Rate 2-3]

Aviation Museum
Wed. March 20th

Visit the Western Canada Aviation 
Museum at the Winnipeg Airport
Please register by March 19th!

Jerry Zaste at 204-799-8040. [Rate 1]

Hike or Ski at Birds Hill
Wed. March 27th

Hike or ski at Birds Hill Park
Marilyn Hearn at 204-895-4659. [Rate 2]

Hike FortWhyte Trails
Wed. April 3rd

Hike the FortWhyte Trails with 
lunch at FortWhyte afterwards.

Sharron Bettess at 204-256-2248. [Rate 1]

Hike Oak  
Hammock Marsh

Wed. April 10th
Hike around the ponds at Oak Hammock 
Marsh and check out the migrating birds.
Charles Begley at 204-233-8395. [Rate 1]

Cycle Winnipeg
Wed. April 17th

Cycle through some of the many 
bike trails in Winnipeg.

Doris Orchyk at 204-837-6166. [Rate 2]

Manitoba  
Electrical Museum

Wed. April 24th
Tour the Manitoba Electrical Museum.
Jim Bromley at 204-663-9423. [Rate 1]

Cycle Winnipeg
Wed. May 1st

Cycle through some of the many 
bike trails in Winnipeg.

Charles Begley at 204-233-8395. [Rate 2]

GENERAL RATING 
GUIDELINES APPLICABLE 

TO ALL ACTIVITIES 
Rate 1 Novice: Typically 2 to 3 hours 

duration. Little or no experience required. 
Easy terrain. Limited physical fitness 

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

Rate 2 Intermediate: Typically 4-6 hours 
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable. Some steep or difficult terrain. 

Moderate physical fitness required. 
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

Rate 3 Advanced: Typically full day trip. 
Previous experience, significant skill and 

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult terrain. Sustained strenuous activity 

required. Weather not normally severe. 

Rate 4 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 

equipment and skills. Effects of inclement 
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

Rate 5 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Possible severe 
weather conditions – wind, cold rain, 
sleet – may halt trip and demand use 
of skilled survival techniques or make 

accidents or physical injuries life threatening. 
Aid or rescue is difficult to obtain. 

PLEASE NOTE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot be 

reached, call the office at 204-943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

Hawk Watches at  
St. Adolphe & Windygates

Mid-March to mid-April
Raptors and a host of other birds migrate 
north along the Red River and Pembina 
River valleys in early spring. Come join 
the birders who monitor this migration. 

They will be present from mid-morning at 
either site on most days from mid-March 
to mid-April, especially when it is sunny 

with a south wind. The St. Adolphe 
site is on the east side of the bridge 

on PR. 210. The Windygates site is on 
PR. 201 at the Pembina River Valley. 

Watches are not scheduled, so there is no 
need to register. Come and go as you please.

Birding for Beginners
Wednesdays at 6:30pm

May 1: Assiniboine Park
Meet at the English Garden entrance.

May 8: St. Vital Park
Meet at the duck pond parking lot.

May 15: Bunn’s Creek
Meet at the parking lot on Henderson Hwy.

May 22: King’s Park
Meet at the main parking lot.

May 29: La Barriere Park
Meet at the main parking lot.

Seven Sisters
Sat. May 4th

We’ll search for loons, grebes, 
ducks, raptors and othe migrants 
along the Winnipeg River. Meet at 

the Seven Sisters Dam at 9am. 
Call Peter Taylor at 1-204-753-2977 
for info and/or to register. [Rate 1]
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by Robert Parsons

A lthough it has not been a mild winter, overall, the 
Christmas Bird Count period was a pleasant exception 
and most participants, if they commented at all, spoke 

favourably of the weather. Several compilers noted a high 
diversity of species on their counts with well above average 
totals. The weather and the removal of the count fee undoubt-
edly coaxed a few more participants out this year, although I 
haven’t seen the grand totals as of my publication deadline of 
early February.

Each year, the National Audubon Society hosts all Christmas 
Bird Count results on their website and it seems they keep 
finding new ways to delay the 
results! This year is no exception 
and of the 21 counts held in 
Manitoba, I have only seen the 
data for 18. My comments only 
apply to them. I know there was a 
count held at Cypress River, and I 
believe there were Portage and 
Thompson counts; none of these 
are included in this summary. 
There were no new counts this 
year, although Hodgson is only in 
its second year.

Species totals ranged from a high 
of 54 in Winnipeg to a low of 13 
at Brokenhead. The latter is little 
more than a one-person feeder 
report; the next lowest total was 
18 at Cranberry Portage.

Downy and Hairy Woodpecker, 
Common Raven, Black-capped Chickadee, Pine Grosbeak (if 
one includes a count-week-only sighting from Lyleton) and 
Common Redpoll were recorded on every count. At the other 
extreme were those species recorded on one count each. Those 
not mentioned elsewhere are Cooper’s Hawk at Morden; 
American Kestrel at Minnedosa; American Three-toed Wood-
pecker at Riding Mountain; Eastern Towhee, Chipping, Fox and 
Harris’s Sparrows in Winnipeg; White-crowned Sparrow in 
Brandon; and Rusty Blackbird at Glenboro.

Water-related birds were not numerous, but included Canada 
Goose and Mallard on five counts each, with overall totals of 
16 and 87, respectively. Common Goldeneye were at Pinawa-
Lac du Bonnet with a high total of twelve, and Brandon, where 
expected, with two. These two counts each had one Common 
Merganser. Winnipeg had two Ring-necked Ducks, three Lesser 
Scaup and a Western Grebe.

It appeared to be a good year for Gray Partridge with 839 on 
nine counts, boosted by a fine total of 280 at Winnipeg, and 
over 100 at each of Brandon, Glenboro and Oak Hammock. 
Morden narrowly missed the century mark with 98. All four of 
these totals are probably more impressive because of far fewer 
observers. Sharp-tailed Grouse numbered 362 on twelve 
counts, and Wild Turkey were at 141 on six counts. Other 
gallinaceous birds were in average numbers and only two 
counts, Cranberry Portage and The Pas, had Spruce Grouse. 

There were eight Eurasian Collared-Doves at Glenboro and 
seven at Morden, along with a count-week sighting at Brandon. 
Mourning Doves were fairly numerous with eight birds on 
seven different counts: singles at Brandon, Lyleton, Minnedosa, 
Morden, Oak Hammock and Pinawa, and two at Selkirk.

It was a good year for owls. There were eighteen Snowy Owls 
on five counts (three each at Brandon, Delta Marsh, Glenboro; 
seven at Oak Hammock and two in Winnipeg) and one more  
in the count week only at The Pas. This is probably an “echo”  
of last year’s invasion. Fourteen Northern Hawk Owls were 
found on six counts: singles at Hodgson, Minnedosa, Oak 
Hammock and Selkirk, two at Winnipeg and eight at Pinawa.  
A Barred Owl graced the Riding Mountain count, which also 
had five of the six Great Gray Owls reported. The other Great 
Gray was at Pinawa. The owl highlight was a Boreal Owl on 

the Winnipeg count.

A Red-headed Woodpecker enliv-
ened one group’s day on the Oak 
Hammock count.

Perhaps the most exciting rarity 
was a Carolina Wren on the 
Dauphin count. Although it’s not 
the first ever count record in 
Manitoba, it’s quite possibly the 
most northerly CBC to ever record 
this species. Several diagnostic 
photos were taken. Rarities are 
always what interest birders. A 
Townsend’s Solitaire was a good 
find in Winnipeg, while in addition 
to the wren, Dauphin also had a 
Brown Thrasher.

The big story this year was defi-
nitely finches. It was a banner year 

for crossbills, with over a thousand White-winged Crossbills on 
thirteen counts and 119 Red Crossbills on eight counts. Both 
grosbeaks were numerous, at least by the standards of the last 
20 years, with over 1800 Pine Grosbeaks on all counts, and 
over 1300 Evening Grosbeaks on nine counts. Redpolls of both 
species were also well above average.

All counts should eventually be up on the National Audubon 
Society’s website and I also hope to have a downloadable table 
of count results on Nature Manitoba’s website when all the 
results are in, preferably in a few different formats. Failing that, 
I can supply electronic copies to anyone interested. As always, 
I’d like to thank all of you who continue to put in your efforts 
on one or more counts. It wouldn’t happen without you!

Check out our website at www.naturemanitoba.ca after  
March 15th for a link to the Christmas Bird Count data.

“It was a banner year for crossbills, 
with over a thousand White-winged 

Crossbills on thirteen counts and 119 
Red Crossbills on eight counts.”

White-winged  
Crossbill

C. Artuso
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Cranes at the 
Hula Valley, Israel
by Christian Artuso 

Nature Manitoba members will 
likely be aware of the twinning of 
Oak Hammock Marsh with the 

Agamon Hula wetland in Israel in 
October 2010, and the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Society for 
the Protection of Nature in Israel and 
Manitoba on birding and guiding. As part 
of this new partnership, the province was 
invited to participate in an international 
conference on The Management of 
Common Cranes at the Hula Valley, Israel: 
Past, Present and Future from December 
16 to 18, 2012. Dr. Christian Artuso, 
coordinator of the Manitoba Breeding 
Bird Atlas, was asked to substitute for 
staff of the Canada-Manitoba Waterfowl 
Crop Damage Prevention Program who 
unfortunately could not attend.

On the first day, 
participants were 
given a tour of 
the Hula Valley 
and learned 
about its history and geography (for 
example, did you know that this area is 
part of the Great Rift Valley that extends 
into Africa?) as well as modern agricul-
tural and wildlife management issues. 
The Agamon Hula wetland in the valley 
has a similar history to Oak Hammock 
Marsh in some aspects. They were both 
large natural wetlands that were 
drained, only to have smaller wetlands 
later reconstructed on site, which are 
now actively managed. Both are also on 
major flyways for migratory birds. On 
this occasion, our discussions were 

focused on the management implications 
of the current over-wintering population 
of Common Cranes (Grus grus), also 
known as Eurasian Crane. The Hula 
Valley was formerly a stopover site for 
this species along their migration from 
northern Eurasia to Africa; now 30,000 
Common Cranes overwinter in the small 
Agamon Hula wetland.

Over the next  
two days, crane 
biologists, wildlife 
managers and 
farmers from 

Israel, Germany, France, Russia, the 
United States and Canada (Manitoba) 
gave presentations on the changing 
population status of the cranes and 
issues about managing their impact on 
agriculture. I delivered a well-received, 
hour-long presentation prepared by 
Manitoba Conservation staff. We 
discussed goose management issues here 
and some of the similar challenges we 
face with regard to increasing Snow 
Goose and Canada Goose populations. 
There was an ambience of mutual 
sharing and learning since we all face 

uncertainties regarding how our man-
agement programs will need to adapt  
to changing economic, agricultural, 
climatic and other circumstances. In the 
early mornings before the presentations, 
we assisted with the crane count and in 
the evenings were treated to the spec-
tacle of 30,000 cranes flying in to roost. 

After the conference, our hosts were 
gracious enough to provide a tour 
visiting the Sea of Galilee, the Dead Sea 
and Jerusalem. Even though this was not 
a birding trip per se, as a testimony to 
the area’s biodiversity, I managed to 
observe 119 species of birds in just five 
and a half days, including rare species 
such as White-headed Duck, a few desert 
species such as Sand Partridge and 
several regional specialities such as 
Syrian Woodpecker, White-spectacled 
Bulbul and Palestine Sunbird. There 
were some great wildlife sightings too, 
including Rock Hyrax, Nubian Ibex, 
Golden Jackal and watching a Jungle 
Cat stalk and capture a Common Crane. 
Best of all, however, was the opportunity 
to discuss further partnerships and to 
share knowledge.

the 2013 Young ornithologists’ Workshop 
Teen Birders Invited to Apply!
The 2013 Doug Tarry Young Ornithologists’ Workshop 

will be held at Long Point Bird Observatory near Port 
Rowan, Ontario, from Saturday, August 3 to Sunday, 
August 11. Participants will receive hands-on field orni-
thology training, including bird banding, censusing, field 

identification, birding trips, preparing museum specimens, guest lectures, and 
more! Six of Canada’s most promising ornithologists between the ages of 13-17 
will be selected to attend, and will receive the Doug Tarry Bird Study Award to 
cover all on-site expenses. Applications are due by April 30, 2013.  
For information and an application form, email Long Point Bird Observatory at 
lpbo@birdscanada.org, or visit their website: www.bsc-eoc.org/Lpbo.html

Join a Young 
Birders Group! 

The Spring Chickadees is a 
new Facebook group for birders 

(or those with some interest in 
birds) in their 20’s and 30’s living in 
Manitoba. Its a forum to post photos, 
organize outings, and network, 
and its open to anyone. So please 
join and invite your fiends! Just 
sign in to Facebook, search for the 
group, and send a request to join.

Only a portion of the 30,000 Common 
Cranes we counted in Hula Valley

C
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“...as a testimony to the area’s 
biodiversity, I managed to observe 

119 species of birds in 5 1/2 days...”

http://www.bsc-eoc.org/Lpbo.html
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The study focussed on upland native habitat northwest and 
southwest of St. Lazare, Manitoba, as well as within the 
Qu’Appelle River Valley immediately west of the town. The 
study area is bounded on the west by the Manitoba/Saskatch-
ewan border and on the east by the Assiniboine River. The 
Qu’Appelle River runs through the middle from west to east. 
The study area is an example of a grassland community within 
the Aspen Parkland ecoregion.

The south side of the Qu’Appelle River Valley, near the town  
of St. Lazare, is dominated by Aspen (Populus tremuloides) 
woodland, but the north side is characterized by grassland. 
Deltaic sand deposits mark the junction of the Qu’Appelle  
and Assiniboine Rivers. In places this sand has been reworked 
by wind into dunes that have since become partially to  
fully vegetated.

Large Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration (PFRA) 
community pastures dominate the uplands on both sides of the 
Qu’Appelle River Valley, with Ellice-Archie (approx. 150 sq.
km.) to the south and the border-straddling Spy Hill-Ellice 
(approx. 160 sq.km, 84 of which is within Manitoba) to the 
north. The pastures are flat, open grasslands with occasional 
stands of Aspen. Creeks and gullies wind through the area, and 
these are often lined with trees such as Paper Birch (Betula 
papyrifera), Bur Oak (Quercus macrocarpa), Balsam Poplar 
(Populus balsamifera) and Aspen. 

Soils in the community pastures (characterized by sandy 
loam) are susceptible to drought and wind erosion. Typical 
vegetation on this soil association includes Blue Grama 
(Bouteloua gracilis), Porcupine Grass (Hesperostipa spartea), 
June Grass (Koeleria macrantha), Spear Grass (Hesperostipa 
spartea), Prairie Sagewort (Artemisia ludoviciana), Low 

Goldenrod (Solidago missouriensis), Creeping Juniper (Junipe-
rus horizontalis), and Three-flowered Avens (Geum triflorum).

The two community pastures, and the Qu’Appelle River Valley 
between them, represent an island of native habitat within an 
area largely converted to cultivation.

Surveys concentrated on four distinct habitats: the sandhill 
area within the Qu’Appelle River Valley near its confluence 
with the Assiniboine River; the untreed prairie on the south-
facing slope of the Qu’Appelle River Valley; the open sandy 
prairie dominating the uplands immediately north and south 
of the valley; and freshwater springs on the upper slopes of the 
Assiniboine and Qu’Appelle Rivers and their tributaries. 

Rare and uncommon species 
Surveyors recorded 40 occurrences of eleven provincially rare 
or uncommon species. These species can be sorted into two 
groups. The first, comprised of western grassland species that 
reach the northeastern limit of their range in southwestern 
Manitoba, are considered provincially rare in Manitoba but are 
common in the heart of their range to the west and south:

• Early Yellow Locoweed (Oxytropis sericea)
• Low Townsendia (Townsendia exscapa)
• Indian Rice Grass (Achnatherum hymenoides)
• Waxleaf Beardtongue (Penstemon nitidus)
• Slender Beardtongue (Penstemon procerus)
• Large-fruited Parsley (Lomatium macrocarpum)
• Yellow Umbrella-plant (Eriogonum flavum)
• Moss Pink (Phlox hoodii)

The second group of rare species are considered rare across 
Canada, as well as in Manitoba:

• Sand Bluestem (Andropogon hallii)
• Roundleaf Monkey-flower (Mimulus glabratus)

Map from 2004 Blue Jay article: In the inset map, ‘1’ 
corresponds to the Spy Hill-Ellice Community Pasture, ‘2’ to 
the Ellice-Archie Community Pasture, ‘3’ to the Qu’Appelle 

River, and ‘4’ to the Assiniboine River. The approximate 
bounds of the study area are indicated by the dashed line.

The St. Lazare Area of Manitoba:  
A Biodiversity Hotspot

(...continued from page 1)
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Beardtongue in a sandhill complex 
adjacent to Beaver Creek
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(The latter species is a freshwater spring-obligate and is rare 
in every Canadian province where it occurs. The Manitoba En-
dangered Species Advisory Committee recommended a status 
of Threatened for Roundleaf Monkey-flower in Feb. 2003.)

Sprague’s Pipits were observed in the open prairies of uplands 
both north and south of the Qu’Appelle River Valley. Listening 
stops in appropriate habitat revealed pipits at 72% of stops. 
This species is protected under Canada’s Endangered Species 
Act as a Threatened species. 

With its abundance of native grassland and associated habitats, 
and concentration of provincially and nationally rare species, 
the St. Lazare area represents an excellent opportunity for 
conservation. Cultivation continues to be a threat to the 
prairies….Other threats include resource extraction, especially 
sand and gravel, potash, and petroleum. 

The PFRA has been managing the Spy Hill-Ellice Community 
Pasture since 1941, and the Ellice-Archie Community Pasture 
since 1940. Management strategies in the community pastures 
include grazing and controlled burns. Most rare prairie plants 
in the community pastures are adapted to both burning and 
grazing, and have an excellent chance of persisting under the 
current management strategy.

Surveyed areas of the Qu’Appelle River Valley’s south-facing 
slope appear to be only lightly grazed, and exhibit little 
evidence of disturbance. As some aspen encroachment was 
observed, consideration of the use of prescribed fire may be 
warranted. Freshwater springs containing Roundleaf Monkey-
flower were accessible to livestock, and extensive trampling of 
spring vegetation was observed at one location. The installa-
tion of fencing and an off-site watering system would likely 
reduce the impact of livestock on spring communities. 

The sandhills near the confluence of the Assiniboine and 
Qu’Appelle Rivers support a unique assemblage of provincially 
rare species. Portions of this area are used for sand extraction, 
and ATV tracks indicate that this area is also used for recre-
ation. Further protection of this area, through conservation-

minded management and/or conservation easements, would 
help ensure the long-term suitability of rare species habitat. 

The concentration of rare and uncommon species in the St. 
Lazare area is indicative of a large, intact and connected 
landscape that is being managed in a manner that promotes 
the maintenance of biodiversity. The contribution of the area 
to Manitoba’s overall biological diversity is significant, and 
warrants the reinforcement and expansion of current habitat 
stewardship activities. 

Fort Ellice Property
by Cary Hamel, The Nature Conservancy of Canada

The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) has just 
acquired a true ecological treasure with the purchase 

of the Fort Ellice Property. The 3,500-acre (1,416-hectare) 
parcel of land near St. Lazare overlooks the Assiniboine 
River valley and encompasses the lower reaches of Beaver 
Creek. NCC staff continue to add to the lengthy list of 
species identified at this biodiversity hotspot. But the prop-
erty also holds historical significance, being an important 
meeting and trading place for many people from the area.

Fort Ellice was a Hudson’s Bay Company trading post. 
Established in 1831 by C.T. William Todd, the fort was 
intended to protect claims to HBC lands from venturing 
American interests, as well as to sell provisions such as 
pemmican, tools and traps to passing traders (source: 
stlazare-ellice.com).

The variety of habitat types, its relatively large size, and its 
position adjacent to the well-managed Ellice-Archie 
Community Pasture means that the property supports a 
complement of species found on few private lands in 
Manitoba.  NCC field staff have mapped and assessed an 
amazing variety of habitats on the property, including 
sandhill prairie, mixed-grass prairie, small pockets of big 
bluestem-dominated (tallgrass?) prairie, oak savanna, 
floodplain deciduous forest, oxbow lakes, hundreds of 
permanent and ephemeral wetlands, freshwater springs, 
woodlands dominated by aspen and aspen-oak, aspen-
birch mixtures, and of course, Beaver Creek and the 
Assiniboine River.

During surveys NCC staff have encountered elk, coyote, 
moose, Black Bear, Northern Leopard Frogs, Monarch 
Butterfly, the threatened Sprague’s Pipit and hundreds of 
other species.

NCC is currently working with experts to ensure the 
historical and cultural integrity of the lands are main-
tained, while working to conserve the plants and wildlife 
found on this site. Once field inventories and assessments 
are complete, a Property Management Plan will be 
developed that will guide property management and 
access. Prior to completion of this plan, all access to the 
property is by permission only.

Current map showing the location of the NCC 
Fort Ellice property in red. The creek flowing 
into the southwest corner of the property, on its 
way to the Assiniboine, is Beaver Creek.

http://stlazare-ellice.com/
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NOMINEES – ExECUTIVE
Don Himbeault 
President 

Don joined Nature Manitoba in 2010, 
and since then has been active at many 
of the organization’s indoor and outdoor 
activities, as well as the board room 
where he currently serves as President. 
He is a Professional Engineer with a 
passion for the environment, sustainable 

living, and pursuing an active outdoor lifestyle. Don’s interests 
include cycling, canoeing, hiking, cross country skiing, and he 
has an innate curiosity for the scientific and historical aspects 
of our natural world. Don looks forward to sharing his prior 
experience with other boards and promoting the mission of 
Nature Manitoba.

Jack Dubois
Exec. Vice President

Jack was born and raised in Winnipeg, 
graduating from the University of 
Manitoba with a B.Sc. (Zoology/Botany) 
in 1972. He is recently retired from his 
position of Director of the Wildlife and 
Ecosystem Protection Branch, Manitoba 

Conservation, where he worked for ten years. Previous 
employers have been the Manitoba Museum of Man and 
Nature and Parks Canada. Jack has been active for many years 
in community issues in Manitoba and has taken active roles on 
many boards including the Manitoba Eco-Network, Wapusk 
National Park, Manitoba Habitat Heritage Corporation, Oak 
Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre, Churchill Northern 
Studies Centre, The Fur Institute of Canada, and Nature 
Manitoba. Jack and his family like to canoe and otherwise 
spend time in remote areas of Manitoba. He is also known to 
do a little hunting, fishing, spelunking and bird watching in his 
spare time, when not at their cabin on Hecla Island.

James Whitelaw 
Vice-President 

James Whitelaw has a B.Sc. (Ecological 
Sciences) from the University of 
Edinburgh and a Ph.D. (Zoology) from 
the University of Liverpool. He was a staff 
scientist at the Royal Society Aldabra 
Research Station and worked on urban 
nature conservation projects in London. 

He was a member of the management committee of the 
Scottish Wildlife Trust (Tayside), on the regional committee of 
the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club, and was for seven years 
chairman and secretary of the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club, 
Tayside Branch, before fleeing back to Canada in 2004. James 

Nature Manitoba’s
93rd ANNuAl GeNerAl MeeTING

Monday, March 18th 2013 at 7:00pm
The A.G.M will be held at Le Centre Culturel  

Franco-Manitobain (340 Provencher Blvd.) on 
Monday, March 18th and begins at 7:00pm, followed 
by two member’s presentations - our last Discovery 
Evening for the season. Please be on time. We can’t 

start the meeting until we have a quorum.

Agenda
1. Welcome
2. Minutes of the preceding AGM (March 19, 2012)
3. Annual Report of the President
4. Treasurer’s Report and the Report of the Auditors
5. Appointment of Auditors for 2013
6. Annual Reports of Nature Manitoba Committees
  6.1 Verbal report from IBA Coordinator
7. Resolution (see next page)
8. Election of Directors of the Board
9. Election of the Executive of Nature Manitoba
10. Presentation of Awards
11. Adjournment

Nomination Committee recommendation for  

Board Members for 2013-14

Executive Board Members for Election: 
 President .......................................Don Himbeault
 Executive Vice-President .................Jack Dubois
 Vice-President ............................ James Whitelaw
 Secretary ............................................ Alain Louer
 Treasurer ........................................ Sean Worden 
 Past-President (not for election)... Roger Turenne 

Directors for Election:
No new directors are up for election.

 
Continuing Directors:

 Jerry Ameis  Christian Artuso
 Scott Falkingham  Michele Kading
 Rose Kuzina Les McCann
 Rommel Molod Richard Staniforth
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resolution for AGM
Whereas the Habitat Conservation Fund currently generates 
very little interest;

Whereas the Paul Guyot Endowment Fund for Habitat is 
managed by the Winnipeg Foundation and provides a larger 
and more stable rate or return;

Whereas the Habitat Conservation Committee wishes to 
transfer the majority of the funds from the Habitat Conserva-
tion Fund to the Paul Guyot Endowment Fund for Habitat to 
provide additional income to carry out projects;

Whereas the allowable uses of the Paul Guyot Endowment 
Fund do not include item #4 below which is an allowable 
use under the Habitat Conservation Fund;

Whereas any changes in the terms of reference for the Paul 
Guyot Endowment Fund require approval by a majority of 
the members at an Annual General Meeting of Nature 
Manitoba;

Be it resolved that Nature Manitoba adopt the following 
changes to the Terms of Reference of the Paul Guyot 
Endowment Fund for Habitat so that it more closely aligns 
with those of the Habitat Conservation Fund.

Paul Guyot endowment Fund for Habitat – 
Terms of reference
(three changes – bold: additions, strikethrough: removal)

The purpose of the Paul Guyot Endowment Fund for Habitat 
is to provide the Manitoba Naturalist’s Society with an 
ongoing and stable source of income for the purpose of 
covering expenses which are incurred by the society in 
owning and managing wildlife habitat.

The principal of the fund shall remain intact and only the 
interest from the fund shall be expended each year. The 
Habitat Conservation Committee shall make recommenda-
tions to the board about allocating the interest, and all 
expenditures must be approved by the board. The following 
uses would be applicable and are listed in order of priority:

1. For payment of taxes on land owned by the MNS for the 
purpose of preserving wildlife habitat.

2. For management of wildlife habitat owned by the MNS. 
Management activities may include fencing, weed control, 
signage, and restoration, and may also include the hiring of 
personnel to carry out the above duties.

3. For acquisition and leasing of wildlife habitat including the 
legal fees involved.

4. To finance special projects involving preservation of 
wildlife habitat or education on the value of wildlife 
habitat.

Funds must not be used for any purposes other than those 
specified above. Any money not used within a given year 
shall be may be carried over to the next year or returned 
to the endowment fund. Any changes to the terms of 
reference for this fund, or use of the funds for purposes 
other than those specified above, must be approved by a 
majority of the members at an Annual General Meeting of 
the MNS.

Moved by the Habitat Conservation Committee

has been a Nature Manitoba member since 2004 and has 
greatly enjoyed the bird outings, indoor meetings and 
workshops. James is a keen birder and is interested in all 
aspects of natural history and environmental issues. He enjoys 
his family, his dogs, and his birding trips. He has been moved 
on by the military in Venezuela, detained by the army in 
Ecuador, and robbed at knifepoint in Gambia, and is looking 
forward to more birding adventures.

Sean Worden 
Treasurer 

Sean Worden is a Certified Management 
Accountant and currently holds the title 
of Controller with Building Products and 
Concrete Supply. Sean serves on the 
marketing committee of the Manitoba 
Ready Mix Concrete Association and is 
working on the rebranding and the 

redesign of its website. He is an active outdoor trip leader and 
has been on the board of Nature Manitoba as its Treasurer for 
the past five years. In addition, Sean also performs taxation 
and book-keeping services to clients in northeast Winnipeg. 
Sean has been married to Maureen for 20 years; they have two 
teenage daughters and a neurotic golden retriever. 

Alain Louer 
Secretary

Alain has been a member of Nature 
Manitoba since 1996, attracted by his 
great love for the outdoors. He knew 
joining would lead to opportunities such 
as hiking the Mantario trail, and now 
feels the accomplishment of doing so. He 
went to the Mantario Cabin for the first 

time, as a participant, during the 2001 summer program, the 
year the cabin rebuilding was completed. He chaired the 
Mantario Committee for several years, and is also active in the 
outdoor program with hiking, canoeing, skiing and 
snowshoeing. Although far from an expert, he enjoys the 
learning experience of our birding and botany outings, the 
Discovery Evenings, the Workshops and the Garden Tour. Alain 
is a government worker and has been a volunteer for the Union 
Nationale Française since 1994.

Monday, March 18th, 2013 
(early start at 7:00pm)

ANNuAl GeNerAl MeeTING  
& Members’ Night

Thailand: Teaks, Tusks, Tigers, and More 
(Jerry Ameis)

Manitoba Naturally Beautiful 
Nature Photography Opportunities (Al Ross)
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Stomping Tom Moose
by Jerry Ameis

Les McCann and I were on our way to a 2-week canoe trip 
in Woodland Caribou Park. Our original trip plan was to 
canoe as far west as Adventure Lake from our launch 

point at Leano Lake. But the area was 
closed to travel because of a forest fire, so 
our new plan began at Leano and ended 
at Johnson Lake. We traded Adventure 
Lake for a series of our own adventures.

These began with Les breaking his fishing 
rod on Day 2 at Jake Lake; fortunately this was not a food 
emergency as our larder was well stocked.

Day 4 was reminiscent of blitzkrieg. As we neared a campsite 
at the western end of Paull Lake, we paddled by a gull nesting 

islet. The gulls dive bombed us relentlessly. Les used his paddle 
to ward off close encounters of a bird kind while I paddled 
with vigour to get us away from there. They even resorted to 
dropping whitish wet bombs on us. Luckily they were not good 
at vector physics.

Day 6 brought fresh wolf tracks on a portage. No wolves in 
sight though. Perhaps that was a good thing. 

Day 7 was handicraft time. Les whittled a 
fishing rod and attached his reel to it. He 
was back in business. Unfortunately his 
luck at fishing was still near zero.

At our campsite at Wrist Lake on day 8,  
it was my turn for an adventure. I craft a special stick to use 
for hauling a food pack up a tree. I was doing that in the 
approved safety manner when my knife – sharp as a surgical 
blade – slipped, slicing my middle knuckle. The bleeding took 
15 minutes to stop. We constructed a finger splint out of a 

plastic pill bottle, and for the remainder  
of the trip I gave the middle finger salute  
to keep my finger straight and prevent the 
cut from reopening.

The path north from Wrist Lake involves 
four portages. We could not find portage 
#3, so we carried and pulled to reach a 
tiny navigable creek. A short distance later 
we faced a decaying beaver dam and a cliff. 
We found a faint trail around the obstacles 
but it ended at a sliver of a watery path 
through a tangle of bulrushes. Les loved 
the experience of wading, pushing, and 
pulling through a boggy jungle.

Day 9 found us camped on a small island 
in Hansen Lake. We were in bigger waters, 
with Johnson Lake 4 to 5 travel days 
eastward. A powerful thunderstorm began 
in the late evening and lasted into the 
morning. Wave after wave of storms hit us, 
lighting the sky with arcs of static electrici-
ty. The powerful drenching lasted 14 hours. 
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“We should have suspected 
interesting times because 

of the well-trodden path...”
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Jerry Ameis maneuvers 
the canoe through the 

upper Aegean Creek

A set of rapids on Roustol River, 
just downstream of Optic Lake.



Vol. 5, Issue 2 - Mar. / Apr. 2013 Nature Manitoba News Page 19

Our Natural Garden Tour is Back for 2013!
ONGT is back after having taken a 
one-year break, and we are looking 
forward to presenting another group of 
beautiful Winnipeg gardens on July 6. 
With the unpredictable weather patterns 
we’ve been experiencing over the last 
number of years, we decided to hold our 
tour a few weeks earlier than in previous 
years. This will take some stress from 
gardeners who may worry that many 
plants will have finished blooming by  
late July.

We begin (or end) with three stunning 
large properties on McCreary, two private 
and the community garden at FortWhyte 
Alive. From the west, the tour heads 
south to Waverley Heights, Richmond 
West and St. Norbert where different 
styles of gardens will be on view.

Attend ONGT on Saturday, July 6! 
Come out to support Nature Manitoba  
and enjoy a return to another day of  
flora, fauna and fun!

Tickets are $15 each (open to adults 
and children 12 and up) for this SELF-
DIRECTED tour. Information on each 
garden and the addresses and directions 
are included on the tickets. Carpools are 
suggested to avoid traffic congestion.

Tickets will be available at the March Dis-
covery Evenings and AGM, at our Work-
shops, or from our office. Starting in April, 
they will be available from the following 
vendors: Lacoste, St. Mary’s, Shelmerdine 
and Schreimer’s garden centres, the 
Garden Room (on Academy), the Green 
Scene (on Lilac) and FortWhyte Alive.
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The evening and night of day 12 brings us to the subject of this 
story’s title. We were camped on a peninsula on Optic Lake, 
with our two tents separated by a vacant area. We should have 
suspected interesting times because of the well-trodden path 
that led into the interior and the moose visitor that came 
ashore nearby after supper. I slept through the entire spectacu-
lar show; Les did not. He woke at midnight to the sounds of 
the moose stomp. A big male was nervously stomping his feet 
in the vacant area between our tents. The dance lasted several 
minutes. Just as Les was wondering if he would become a 
dance partner, the male bulldozed his way to the lake and 
swam away. An hour later, the stomp was repeated but this 
time with a female moose. Les again wondered if he would be 
asked to join in, but luckily neither moose wanted him on its 
dance card. In the morning, we concluded that we were 

camped at the most convenient and shortest crossing point 
from one side of the lake to the other.

On day 13 we headed towards Telescope and Onnie Lakes.  
The winds were blowing hard from the west as we left the 
western end of Telescope, so hard that as we paddled east-
ward, we were mostly surfing. In fact, we could not stray from 
our eastward path to look for a campsite because of the wind. 
It took us an hour to travel 9 km across Telescope; not sure if 
this is a world record. 

Unable to find a campsite on Onnie Lake, we kept going to 
Johnson Lake and the car. That day we paddled 29 km and did 
9 portages. Needless to say, Red Lake and a motel were 
thankfully welcomed that evening. 

Ten members were on the 
Mantario work party in 
September 2012. Nine are 
here on route to the cabin.

Dan Livingston (left) and Pat 
Nowicki (right) make use of the 

work party’s special techniques.

P
ho

to
s:

 L
es

 M
cC

an
n

Dan Livingston already had 
wood on the dock waiting 

to go up to wood pile.
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Former Quarry a Hidden Gem
An edited version of an article by Bill Redekop from  
the Winnipeg Free Press print edition July 27, 2012

It’s East St. Paul gold, or so people used to call it. The gravel 
business led to settlement of this rural municipality on the 
northeast flank of Winnipeg. CP Rail first dug the quarry at 

Birds Hill in the 1870s to provide ballast for the transcontinen-
tal railway. The City of Winnipeg purchased the quarry later 
and used the gravel for everything from building roads and 
house foundations to filling sandbags. Hundreds of people 
were employed in the quarry at one time.

The quarry was dug out of one of the largest hills in the area. 
The terrain here was formed by a glacial esker, when gravel in 
the form of fluvial sediments was deposited by a river inside a 
glacier. Today, Garven Road virtually follows the path of that 
old glacial river.

The Swistun family purchased the quarry in 1960, operating it 
as Birds Hill Gravel and Stone Ltd. But Swistun brothers Bill 
and Don had a vision for the quarry after its operational life 
came to an end. They wanted to make the old quarry into a 
park. Actually, they wanted it to be more like a habitat show-
piece for the community.

In the mid-1980s, the family started rehabilitating the site, 
with the assistance of Inland Aggregates. They sloped and 
stabilized cliffs, made bike and walking paths, planted native 
grasses, and more than 1,200 trees and shrubs on the north 

bank (the south bank maintained its natural growth). The 
vegetation is an oak-aspen mix, including pin cherry and 
chokecherry bushes. They also built a causeway to an island on 
the lake. It started to look like a park by the 1990s, and the 
family turned the park over to the municipality. There was 
never a grand opening; it just slowly evolved.

Today, Silver Springs Park is one of those hidden gems, little 
known outside the small community of East St. Paul. Actually, 
thousands of people drive by the rear of Silver Springs Park 
every day on Highway 59, between Springhill Ski Park and 
Birds Hill Provincial Park, and never know it. It’s only recog-
nizable from the highway by a bead of boulders strung across 
the rise on the west side.

The park is also a staging area for both the Trans Canada Trail, 
which runs through it, and the floodway’s non-motorized 
recreation trail, the Duff Roblin Parkway Trail. At the end of 
Garven Road on the west side of the floodway, there’s a 
parking lot for people wanting to get on the floodway trail, 
which includes a bridge into Birds Hill Provincial Park. 

People also canoe and kayak on the lake. The south slope is a 
popular tobogganing site in winter, and the municipality clears 
an ice-skating trail. Visitors can park along Birds Hill Road, 
near Neyedli Drive.

Editor’s note: A resident whose land borders the park reports 
seeing many geese, terns, gulls, sandpipers, American White 
Pelicans, Red-winged Blackbirds, cranes, herons, swans, various 
duck species, and songbirds frequenting this park, as well as 
rarer sightings of Bald Eagles and Common Loons.

Silver Springs Park is one of  
the province’s hidden gems, with 
bike paths, migratory waterfowl 
and a lake fed by underground 
springs and run-off.
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by Erin C. McCance, PhD Candidate, University of 
Manitoba, Department of Environment and Geography

At our Jan. 7 Discovery Evening, Brian Joynt from Manitoba 
Conservation spoke about “The Beauty and Bother of Urban 
Wildlife”, and mentioned the studies being done by Erin 
McCance on White-tailed Deer. An earlier version of this article 
appeared in the November/December 2011 issue of the EcoJour-
nal (published by the Manitoba Eco-Network). 

Many urban centers throughout North America are 
experiencing growing urban White-tailed Deer 
(WTD) populations. The highly resilient and adapt-

able nature of WTD has contributed to their ability to survive 
in human altered landscapes. White-tailed Deer find refuge in 
urban centers due to hunting restrictions, firearms discharge 
laws, and minimal predation. Urban environments provide 
WTD with adequate shelter, available water, and both natural 
and human-supplemented food sources. These factors, 
coupled with a high birth rate, have resulted in increasing 
WTD populations in largely human populated areas. 

As White-tailed Deer populations increase in metropolitan 
areas, the number of human-deer conflicts generally increase. 
White-tailed Deer cause commercial and 
residential property damage by eating 
natural and managed flora and pose a 
significant human health and safety 
concern. Urban deer are involved in an 
increasing and alarming number of motor 
vehicle accidents. Deer-vehicle collisions 
(DVC) represent a human-wildlife conflict 
of serious concern as they may result in 
significant risk to human safety, deer 
mortality, and vehicle damage. Research 
has found that over 90% of deer hit by a vehicle die. In 
Manitoba, there are roughly 6,400 DVCs every year, with 
approximately 410 of these occurring annually in Winnipeg. 
The average cost of a DVC in Canada is estimated at $6,400.

Yet, despite the occurrence of urban human-deer conflict, 
WTD are a valuable resource, supplying humans with  

many benefits. Based on information 
derived from a quantitative survey 
conducted in the Greater Winnipeg Area 
in 2009, White-tailed Deer are highly 
valued by many urban residents for 
their aesthetic appeal. 

In some cases, urban residents may 
attract deer to their property by 
feeding deer and/or wildscaping 
their yards. Residents may do so 
for a variety of reasons such as the 
opportunity to view deer, an attempt 
to reconnect the natural world to their 
constructed environments, or perhaps 
out of concern for deer welfare. It is 
important to understand, however, 
some of the negative impacts that 
feeding deer may have on the overall 
health of the urban deer population. 

Providing a supplementary food source 
creates an unnatural situation, which may balloon deer popu-
lations, affecting the herds’ natural checks and balances. This 
is especially challenging in urban environments where natural 
predator/prey dynamics are already intensely modified. 

Artificially supplied food sources have been shown to reduce 
WTD’s ability to survive on their own, making them more 
vulnerable to starvation, predation, disease and DVCs. 
Residents feeding deer may lead to the habituation of deer to 
humans, removing their natural fear of humans. Habituated 
wildlife can lead to dangerous situations for both the habitu-
ated wildlife and humans. Man-made food sites also result in 
unnaturally high deer densities. This uncharacteristically high 
congregation of deer in one area may attract predators and 
may cause localized over-browse of nearby flora, conflict for 
neighbours, enhanced potential for disease transmission, and 
may lead to aggression and social behavioural changes 
among the herd.

Additionally, artificial feed sites may lure deer away from 
their natural wintering areas, changing their behaviour and 
movement patterns. During the winter, deer often retreat to 
protective softwood cover, or “deer yards,” to avoid deep 

snow, high winds, and extreme cold.  
In these areas, deer move around very 
little. Quality wintering habitat, not 
food, is the most important factor for 
deer survival. 

The most critical factor in an urban 
environment where deer reside within a 
matrix of busy streets is that artificial 
food sites may draw deer across busy 
roadways multiple times a day to access 

these unnatural food sources. Such movement may result in 
an increased risk for both human and deer safety. It is 
important for us to recognize that in order for us to success-
fully co-exist with WTD, we need to learn to admire deer 
from a distance, enjoy having deer within our neighbour-
hoods, while still allowing deer to rely on their natural skill 
sets in order to maintain their life needs. 

Living with White-tailed deer:  
The benefits and risks of urban herds

“Artificially supplied food 
sources have been shown 

to reduce their ability to 
survive on their own, making 

them more vulnerable to 
starvation, predation, disease 
and deer-vehicle collisions.”
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WARBLERS of MANITOBA 
Tuesday, March 5, 2013
Christian Artuso 
Nature Manitoba Birder
This identification workshop will focus on the regu-

larly occurring warblers of Manitoba, with brief mention of ac-
cidental species. Given the time of year, the visual identification 
section will focus on the breeding plumages (to get you ready 
for spring migration). We will also practise identifying warblers by 
their song. In both cases, we will use the approach of compar-
ing similar species (either similar plumages or similar songs).

BIKE. WALK. BUS.  
AND SOMETIMES, DRIVE.
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
Beth McKechnie 
Active Transportation Enthusiast
Last year, “Peg City Car Co-op” introduced 

carsharing as an option to a number of Winnipeg neighbour-
hoods. Perhaps you’ve heard of the car co-op, or carsharing, 
but aren’t really sure how it works. Join us to learn how Peg City 
helps its members to live “car-lite”, yet still have access to a 
vehicle when needed. And how, best of all, members pay for a 
car only when they use one!

BIRD MIGRATION
Tuesday, March 19, 2013
Andrew davis 
Nature Manitoba Birder
Bird migration is one of nature’s most fascinating, 

inspiring and yet, mysterious phenomena. This workshop will be 
an overview of many topics around bird migration, including 
which species migrate, why, where they go and how they get 
there. We will also discuss how weather affects migration, review 
some resources for following migration and maybe learn a few of 
the flight calls given by nocturnal migrants.

GULLS
Tuesday, April 2, 2013
rudolf Koes 
Nature Manitoba Birder
Reviled by many, enjoyed by some, gulls provide 

some of the greatest identification challenges known to North 
American birders. As they start to return to Manitoba from late 
March on, we will join Rudolf for a workshop on gulls. The focus 
will be on identification and the best observation sites.

THRUSHES and FRIENDS
Tuesday, April 16, 2013
Ward Christianson 
Nature Manitoba Birder
Same presenter, different bird group! Ward is back 

again and will focus on thrushes this year. He invites you to 
come out and learn more about these elusive forest songsters.

N A T u R e  M A N I T o B A ’ S  
WORKSHOP SERIES 2013 
f r o m  J a n u a r y  8 t h  u n t i l  A p r i l  3 0 t h

tiME: 7:30pm

PrE-rEGistrAtion required! Contact the Nature 
Manitoba office at 204-943-9029 or info@naturemanitoba.ca.

rEGistEr EArLY to AVoid disAPPointMEnt. 
Class sizes are limited to 30. If you are unable 

to attend, please CAnCEL by calling the office 
to others may benefit from the vacancy.

LoCAtion: KeLVIN HIGH SCHooL (Room 31),  
Stafford Street at Academy Road. Parking at Kelvin is 

available in the lot behind the school, by the west entrance.

We ask for your understanding and suggest that you sign 
up for onLY tHrEE WorKsHoPs. If you are interested 

in more than three workshops, you are welcome to call 
the office one week prior to any additional workshops. 
If there are any vacancies, you will be able to register.

FEE: $5 for Nature Manitoba members, $10 
for non-members (students: $3 for members, 
$5 for non-members). Workshops are open to 
children over 10, accompanied by a parent.

Workshop Co-ordinator: Julia Schoen

6
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Workshop 
date changed 

from Feb.
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THE WEATHER –  
IT’S A NEW GAME OUT THERE:  
Help Your Perennial Garden 
Learn to Live Through It
Tuesday, April 23, 2013
Charlotte tataryn 
Landscape Designer
Nature is all about change and gardening 

through whatever surprises are in store. Help ensure your trees, 
shrubs and perennials will thrive despite an ever changing 
climate. After several years of rain followed by a couple of 
droughts, annual lovers are beginning to question their expense 
and lack-lustre performance. Perennial gardeners are watching 
their once healthy plants, shrubs and trees suffer – some lost to 
disease and others dying without any “apparent” reason – and 
not understanding why or how. Better knowledge will help give 
all your perennials, soft and woody, the best odds to survive our 
unpredictable winters and springs and help save you time, 
money and frustration. Whether a seasoned veteran, just tired of 
browning cedars, planting petunias and marigolds, are fed up 
with trying to keep the grass green, or have just dug yourself a 
space to garden and don’t know what to do with all that dirt or 
what to plant in it.....this is the workshop for you!

MORELS and OTHER FUNGI
Tuesday, April 30, 2013
dr. david Punter 
Retired Professor of Botany
Morels are the mushrooms that appear in the 

spring while most other fungi can be found in late August and 
September. Participants in this workshop will begin learning to 
identify mushrooms in time for the morel season. A field trip will 
be offered in the late summer.

Want to dig deep into the wonders 
of nature under the guidance of 

an expert? Then Nature Manitoba 
workshops are for you!

10

The “All About Dragonflies” workshop on Jan. 15, 
 with presenter Marjorie Hughes (in the background). 

 People enjoyed looking at the many dragonfly 
specimens and checking out the books 

after the formal part of the program. 

11

AnnuAl GenerAl MeetinG  
& Members’ night

Monday, March 18th, 2013 
(early start at 7:00 pm)

Thailand: Teaks, Tusks, Tigers, and More 
(Jerry Ameis)

Manitoba Naturally Beautiful 
Nature Photography Opportunities (Al Ross) 

Monday, March 4th, 2013

insects of the Carberry Sandhills
Robert Wrigley, Retired biologist

A hike through Manitoba’s Carberry Sandhills presents fre-
quent opportunities to observe hundreds of fascinating 

and colorful insects – wasps, bees, butterflies, beetles, drag-
onflies, cicadas, and many other families. With striking close-
up images of these ‘creatures of the sand’, Robert describes 
their natural history and where to look for them. Tiger 
beetles are selected as a group to demonstrate how insects 
adapt to environmental extremes, and how related species 
avoid competition by occupying different habitats. Preda-
tors of insects and species-at-risk are also described.  

Dr. Bob is willing to lead a tour of the Carberry Sandhills for 
Nature Manitoba members on a Saturday in June 2013, a 
good time to see a variety of insect species.

Brock Houndle and Karlyn 
McFadyen flip through a 

dragonfly calendar.



 Page 24 Nature Manitoba News Vol. 5, Issue 2 - Mar. / Apr. 2013

401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1G4
Phone: 204-943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About Nature Manitoba

Nature Manitoba is people sharing a passion for nature. 
Since its foundation in 1920, Nature Manitoba’s mission has 
been to promote awareness, appreciation and understand-
ing of nature, and to preserve and enjoy it. In support of this 
mission, Nature Manitoba offers a wide variety of educa-
tional programs and publications, supports research into 
Manitoba’s biological and geophysical diversity, organizes 
field trips and outdoor activities year-round, and advocates 
for the protection of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Join online at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

TOURS FOR NATURALISTS

Leader: Tony Greenfield
WHISKEYJACK NATURE TOURS

BOX 319, SECHELT, BC, V0N 3A0

Tel: 604-885-5539, E-m: tony@whiskeyjacknaturetours.com
Details & itineraries at website: www.whiskeyjacknaturetours.com

BC reg #34425

16-27 April 2013 (12 days) ��
Cost $2750 (dbl occup) from Las Vegas

Planet Earth contains an infinite variety of landscapes, but in 
southern Utah random geologic events have conspired to 
create rare, unexpected and beautiful consequences. The 

mighty Colorado River, aided by the arid erosion cycle, has 
waged battle across the eons with the sandstone strata and 
fashioned landscapes so unique and bizarre that they are 

more redolent of an extra-terrestrial origin. We visit Bryce 
Canyon, Valley of the Gods, Arches NP, Canyonlands NP, 

Monument Valley, Zion Canyon and Death Valley.

***SOUTHERN UTAH & DEATH VALLEY***

Land of the Midnight Sun
Tour I, 18-29 June 2013 (12 days)                      
Tour II, 1-12 July 2013 (12 days)

Cost $3600 (dbl occup) + GST 
from Whitehorse

The Yukon is a fabled land whose very name evokes archetypal images of 
wilderness and a frontier populated by colourful characters. On this tour we will 

experience both the natural and human landscapes of this fascinating and beautiful 
land, visiting the Klondike, the Dempster Highway, and the Mackenzie 

Delta. The Dempster is renowned as a naturalist’s paradise with its varied and 
beautiful landscapes, sought-after bird species, large mammals and we visit at 

the peak of the wildflower display.  At latitude 66N we cross the Arctic Circle 
and enter the Land of the Midnight Sun. We also fly across the Mackenzie 

Delta to Tuktoyaktuk on the Arctic Ocean.

***YUKON & DEMPSTER HIGHWAY***

Spirit of the 
Wilderness

Spirit of the 
Wilderness

See pages 22-23.

NAture MANitobA’s  
WORKSHOP SERIES 2013 
from January 8th until April 30th

Want to dig deep into 
the wonders of nature 

under the guidance 
of an expert? Then 
Nature Manitoba 

workshops are for you!

See page 9 for 2013 trip dates, or 
visit www.naturemanitoba.ca.

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=mantario

