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People passionate about… 

P R A I R I E !
by Donna Danyluk

“We’ll talk prairie until your head explodes!” read the ad 
for the 2012 North American Prairie Conference. They 

were right – at the end of the four days, my head DID explode! 
So, rather than provide a cohesive review of the conference, all 
I can do is pick through the bits and pieces of my scattered 
brain for some random thoughts and memories (“take-aways”, 
in conference-speak) that hopefully will convey the spirit of 
this early-August gathering at the University of Manitoba.

Literary prairie. What a privilege it was to listen to not one, 
not two, but three keynote talks from three of Canada’s most 
accomplished nature writers: Sharon Butala, Candace Savage 
and Trevor Herriot. Sharon gave a personal and moving history 
of the Old Man on His Back Ranch in southwestern Saskatch-
ewan where she once lived with her late husband Peter. One of 
the most significant parcels of mixed-grass prairie in Canada, 
they donated this land to the Nature Conservancy of Canada, 
and it is now protected as a Heritage Conservation Area. 
Candace Savage, author of Prairie: A Natural History among 
many other nature titles, cognizant of the majority of American 
“grass-huggers” in her audience, gave a fine overview of the 
geography, natural and human history of the Canadian prairie 
and the conservation challenges it faces. Trevor Herriot read 
from his book Grass, Sky, and Song, and made an impassioned 
plea about the future of Canada’s dwindling prairie commons…
more on that in a bit…

(continued on page 16...)

Rollie Henkes of Iowa writes,”On one of the field trips, a natural 
granite monument commemorating the Manitoba Tall Grass 

Prairie Preserve left us bug-eyed as we observed a clump of big 
bluestem volunteering from the cracks of the giant glacial remnant 

like a piece of living art. The prairie never ceases to amaze.” 
(Left, Daryl Smith from the Tall-grass Prairie Center at the 

University of Northern Iowa, and right, Mike Pekarek from Ohio.)

R
ollie H

enkes
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President’s Corner
by Donald Himbeault

To speak or not to speak,  
that is the question

One of the more challenging aspects of my role 
as President is managing our organization’s 
level of engagement with regard to environ-

mental activism. More specifically, the issue I 
struggle with is how best to respond to the requests 
I receive from various organizations, members, and 
other individuals asking that we add our voice to 
their particular advocacy campaign. While I see the 
mission of our organization as being primarily 
centered on education, scientific study, and promoting experiences with the natural 
environment, it also includes advocating for the protection of our natural environ-
ment. Hence, I see that it is important to be responsive to these requests; but to all of 
them? And to what level of commitment?

As it is, I rely on the board members, who represent the membership, for direction on 
these issues. However, what creates the challenge is that most often a timely response 
and action is required, where our board only meets about every six to eight weeks. In 
such cases a canvassing or a poll of the 
board members by email is used, but 
sometimes there is not even time for 
that, and the President then has to make 
the decision.

Some causes are rather self-evident in 
how they align with our objectives, such as supporting the ELA. Others causes are 
well-vetted by a multitude of other organizations that also join with their support, 
such as the Speak Out-Black Out campaign, where we participated by blacking out 
our website for a day. Some causes are not so clear. For example, I had about one day 
to decide whether we would be a signatory to a letter advocating for a ban on the use 
of pesticides/herbicides for cosmetic uses. I have to admit that our household uses 
these products, although sparingly, and probably I am not atypical of many of the 
membership in that regard. Knowing there is debate on this issue, and not being 
certain if supporting the particular action being advocated (i.e. a ban) is one that 
would gain the support of most of our members, I let that request go by. Perhaps my 
judgment was in error there, but it seemed the best decision at the time. 

While we (I) will continue to respond to these requests as appropriate, I believe the 
strength of our organization with regards to advocacy is in presenting reflective, 
reasoned opinion on subjects where our members have particular expertise and deep 
knowledge. In fact, we will have an such an occasion to present our opinion in 
connection with the provincial government’s Green Plan. Within this plan, the 
government will be seeking input on how a number of environmental issues should 
be managed, including eco-tourism, new/expanded parks and wildlife areas, 
protection of species at risk, backcountry camping, mining in parks, ATV and off-road 
vehicles, etc. Nature Manitoba is among one of several groups that has been 
specifically invited to provide feedback on this plan. Our plan is for the board and 
related committees to consider the issues, however I know there is a wealth of 
knowledge and expertise among our members, and they could provide valuable 
feedback. See Page 7 for more information and excerpts. I encourage you to look at 
the areas where the government is looking for feedback, and view the full plan:

     http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/tomorrownowgreenplan/

If you would like to make your opinion heard through Nature Manitoba on this, or 
any other subject for that matter, please contact me through the Nature Manitoba 
office. Together, we can be a strong voice for positive change towards the protection 
of our natural environment.
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“I know there is a wealth of 
knowledge and expertise 

among our members, and they 
could provide valuable feedback.”

http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/tomorrownowgreenplan/


Vol. 4, Issue 5 - Sep. / Oct. 2012 Nature Manitoba News Page 3

by Tommy Allen
Photo: Donna Danyluk
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Born in 
Portage 
la Prairie, 

Ian Ward’s journey 
to become a naturalist 
was seemingly guided 
by chance. He has fond 
childhood memories of the 
outdoors – he was fasci-
nated by the Red-headed 
Woodpeckers in Portage’s Island Park, and 
valued time spent at his uncles’ farm near 
Roblin, hunting, fishing and exploring. 
He recalls his first exposure to ‘naturalist’ 
ideas was from a set of encyclopedia 
his parents bought that included books 
on birds, mammals and geography.

Soon after high school, Ian moved to 
Pinawa to work as a technician at the 
new Atomic Energy of Canada facility, 
and got into scientific glassblowing as an 
apprentice. During his time off, he would 
go canoeing and hunting with friends. 
One canoe trip to the Experimental Lakes 
Area in the early 70s resulted in a chance 
encounter with an MNS group. The brief 
meeting inspired him to join the MNS that 
fall. When work slowed down in Pinawa, 
Ian moved to B.C. for a couple of years, 
mainly to go skiing. Another chance en-
counter, this time with a birder in Victoria, 
resulted in Ian’s first day of “real” birding. 

Upon his return to Manitoba, he became 
more involved in the MNS, birding in 
particular. He spent a lot of time with 
birders like George Holland, Gordon 
Grieef, Dennis Fast, and Rudolf Koes. 
These friendships would lead to some 
memorable trips, including one “trip of  
a lifetime” to the Galapagos Islands. 

Work-wise, 
just as he com- 

pleted a drafting 
program at Red River  

in 1980, he got a job  
as a glassblower for the 
Chemistry Department at 
the University of Mani-
toba, where he worked 
until retiring in 2006.

A long-time interest in photographing 
natural landscapes that began in Pinawa 
led to more specific photographic pursuits. 
On an MNS outing with Peter Taylor to 
Milner Ridge, the orchids they found 
inspired him to set out on a mission to 
photograph every orchid species in 
Manitoba – a project that took over 20 
years to complete. Other subjects followed, 
such as tall-grass prairie and the night sky. 
His photos have been pu blished in 
many books including Orchids of Manitoba, 
NatureScape Manitoba, Pelicans to Polar 
Bears and in the show Tall-Grass Seasons.

Now living with naturalist Donna Danyluk, 
birding and photography are part of all of 
their travels. They are also involved in the 
Breeding Bird Atlas. They love cross-
country skiing in Manitoba and back-
country alpine skiing in B.C. Memorable 
adventures include a self-guided trip on 
the Thelon River in Nunavut with six other 
canoeists, and hiking traverses of B.C.’s 
Purcell Wilderness. Avid North American 
travellers and campers, Ian and Donna like 
to take on projects such as getting to the 
highest point of as many states in the U.S. 
as they can, visiting every state park in 
Minnesota, and, closer to home, golfing 
every small-town course in Manitoba!

Ian 
Ward

Welcome New Members!
June 15th 2011 - August 14th, 2012:

Alex Bell
Lalit Garg

Eric Gauthier
Tracy Gregory
Ronald Javitch 
Shelley Tallin

“He set out on 
a mission to 

photograph every species 
of orchid in Manitoba.”

Have an idea for 
an outdoor trip?

You can now submit outdoor trips 
on our website. First, go to the 

“Outdoor Activities” section, and 
then in the left-hand menu, click on 
“Outdoor Activity Trip Submission” 

and submit your details.

Hopefully you are willing to lead 
the trip, but if not, you can still 
submit suggestions, and the 

Outdoor Committee will do its 
best to find a willing trip leader.

Visit SaveELA.org!
Join concerned Canadians and 
sign the petition to oppose the 

federal closure of Canada’s 
Experimental Lakes Area.

John S
hearer

http://www.Saveela.org
http://www.saveela.org/
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Encounters of the       Natural Kind
Please send us your short stories 

(approx. 300-500 words) of interesting 
encounters with Manitoba nature.

A Canadian Rarity
by Julia Y, excerpted from posts at 
   www.manitobabutterflies.com 

On June 29, 2012 I’m happy to 
report my finding of a very rare 
butterfly to Manitoba, and to 

most of Canada. I was lucky to have a 
few seconds to view a Pipevine 
Swallowtail and to get some photos of 
it. It was very active, and twice the size 
of the Black Swallowtails I have seen. 
Beautiful is all I can say. The location 
of my sighting was in the Zhoda area 
not too far from the Sandilands 
Provincial Forest. From what I have 
researched there has been just one 
sighting back in 1942, in Killarney.

Dinner is Served!
by Julia Schoen 

In late June I discovered the  
tiniest baby bunny living within  
the bushiness of my various 

backyard gardens. He introduced 
himself to me by scooting out of the 
dense foliage while I was watering one 
of my flowerbeds.

My initial reaction was “Aaargh!” and I 
began to chase him away from my 
precious plants. But then he stopped 
and looked me right in the eye. I found 
my heart melting – he was just SO 
CUTE. I decided to let things be.

I felt a bit uneasy letting him make 
himself at home in my yard. After all, it 
was a decision to let a “mouth” loose 
in my garden. But I felt better the next 
day because he very selectively nibbled 
away at the weeds and left my plants 
alone. He let me come within touching 
distance and I watched in fascination 
as he ingested great amounts of weedy 
greenery. So far, so good!

Then he moved on to a “real” plant. I 
began to worry again, but thankfully  
it was one of my aggressive plants and 

I had plenty. I decided that an attitude 
shift was in order, and at that moment  
I chose to think that this was a happy 
circumstance... I now had a tiny, cute 
assistant helping me thin my very 
prolific garden!

Later in the evening he reappeared, 
snacking on the grass growing between 
the patio stones. He paid me little 
heed, allowing me to get even closer. 
By the end of the day, we were quite 
comfortable with each other.

The hungry youngster seems well able 
to fend for himself and drops in for 
dinner (and breakfast and lunch) at  
his pleasure.

I feel pleased that I had let nature win 
out and that I hadn’t tried to control 
the situation. Mind you, this magnani-
mous attitude of mine is likely to 
change as Baby Bunny grows up and 
begins threatening my collection of 
dearer plants!

To give some scale – the 
plant which the bunny is 

eating is only 5 inches tall.

Pipevine Swallowtail 
(Battus philenor)

Julia S
choen

Ju
lia

 Y
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In Conflict
by Nella Schmidt

A polar bear! Already?! I stopped 
in my tracks on the platform 
leading into the tundra buggy, 

and looked down. There was my first 
polar bear, sauntering nonchalantly 
across the speedily vacated loading 
zone, and the tundra tour had not  
even started. I sensed I was in for a 
unique experience.

It was an overcast sky after the previ-
ous day’s blizzard. There was next to 
no wind, for Churchill that is. The 
snow was fresh and clean as the buggy 
lurched and jostled over rocks through 
disturbed permafrost and lakes. As it 
approached Halfway Point, I discerned 
a bear in the distance. The driver 
maneuvered the vehicle onto an esker 
while the omnivore, ignoring the 
tundra vegetation, meandered its way 
up the rocks toward us. The bear 
provided excellent photo opportunities 
and then lumbered off out of view.

As the driver turned around and 
proceeded, I noticed the same bear 
sprawled among the rocks near the 
Bay. It rose, rolled over several times 
to everyone’s amusement, and then 
sauntered towards the beach. Just as 
we were about to leave, I noticed it 
carrying something. Those of us with 
binoculars identified the creature as 
a ring seal. The female bear began to 

rip apart and feast on its prey. Then 
two more bears approached from the 
opposite direction. I thought I was 
going to see a tussle over the seal, but 
the wind must have been favouring 
the female as the two other bears 

veered away from us. Undisturbed, she 
continued to gorge and fatten up for 
her long winter denning. By the time 
the tundra buggy left, the “queen” of 
the tundra had consumed more than 

half of the seal. I had just observed 
something rarely witnessed by tour-
ists on a Tundra Buggy Adventure.

I saw thirteen of the twenty polar bears 
that were in the area, and even had 
lunch thirty feet from a semi-dozing 
male. But I was in constant conflict 
between observing the mammals’ 
behavior and photographing them, and 
trying to find a balance between the 
irreversible damage to the tundra – the 
Wapusk’s habitat – and the livelihood 
provided by the tourism industry. 

Above all, I was in awe of this magnifi-
cent creature and grateful to have had 
the opportunity to see it in its natural 
environment relatively undisturbed.

“I had just observed 
something rarely 

witnessed by tourists on a 
Tundra Buggy Adventure.”

P
hotos: N

ella S
chm

idt

Wapusk
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The Manitoba government has 
broadened protection for a unique 
orchid-rich wetland along Highway 

59 northeast of the Brokenhead Ojibway 
Nation. On June 22, it announced it was 
more than doubling the size of the 
Brokenhead Wetland Ecological Reserve 
to 1,240 hectares from 563 hectares.

The Brokenhead ecological reserve is  
one of 22 protected ecological reserves 
in Manitoba. It features 23 species of 
provincially rare and uncommon plants, 
eight species of carnivorous plants and 
28 of Manitoba’s 36 native orchid  
species including the rare Ram’s-head 
Lady’s-slipper.

Construction of the Brokenhead 
Wetland Interpretive Trail, announced 
last October, will begin this fall and is 
scheduled for completion in 2014. The 
$1-million trail and boardwalks will run 
adjacent to the ecological reserve and 
allow access for viewing and research 
while protecting the ecological integrity  
of the wetlands area. 

Nature in the News. . .
Province doubles size of Brokenhead Wetland Ecological Reserve

(excerpted from an article by Larry Kusch in the June 22 online edition of the Winnipeg Free Press)

At the June 22nd on-site announcement of the expansion of the Brokenhead 
Wetland Ecological Reserve, (left to right): Greg Dewar (MLA Selkirk), Carl 
Smith (Chair, Debwendon Inc.), Doris Ames (Vice-Chair, Debwendon Inc., 

and President, NOCI), Gordon MacIntosh (Minister of Conservation & Water 
Stewardship), Kelly-Anne Richmond (Manager, Planning & Development, Parks 

and Natural Areas), Jim Bear (Chief, Brokenhead Ojibway First Nation).

“T he expansion will 
ensure an adequate 

buffer zone around the 
most sensitive areas.”

W
ill M

ilne

Excerpt from a speech by Doris Ames, 
President of Native Orchid Conserva-
tion Inc. (NOCI) at the June 22 
announcement, reprinted from the 
NOCI website:

“People have been attracted to this 
wetland for many years. The Broken-
head Ojibway Nation has been using it 
for approximately 300 years and they 
continue to regard it as a place of great 
cultural importance and for collecting 
medicinal plants, tea 
berries and cedar. To 
allow this valuable 
area to disappear 
would be to impoverish 
the descendants of the 
Brokenhead Ojibway of 
a part of their culture and deprive 
future generations of Manitobans of a 
part of their natural heritage.

Native Orchid Conservation Inc (NOCI) 
became interested in this wetland when 
we became aware of a move to pump 

water from it to top up the water levels 
in a nearby recreational lake and for a 
large well. We knew drainage of the 
wetland would affect its hydrology and 
have a negative effect both on the 
ecosystem and the rare orchids and 
other plants found there. As well, the 
wetland was fixing carbon, replenishing 
the aquifer and helping to prevent 
droughts and flooding in the surround-
ing area. The Brokenhead Ojibway 

Nation was also very 
concerned about the 
wetland for cultural 
reasons as well as for 
their own water supply 
because of their close 
proximity to it.

In 1998 and 1999 we conducted a plant 
survey of the wetland prior to nominat-
ing it as a candidate for an ecological 
reserve. In 2005, Premier Gary Doer 
declared a 563-hectare portion of the 
Brokenhead Wetland the Brokenhead 
Wetlands Ecological Reserve. Three 

times the size of Assiniboine Park, it 
includes a calcareous fen, a wetland 
type considered rare worldwide. This 
fen is the keystone of the ecosystem. If 
compromised, the rare plants in it will 
surely die off. 

Today Minister McIntosh has announced 
the expansion of the Brokenhead 
Wetlands Ecological Reserve effectively 
doubling the size of the protected area. 
This will ensure an adequate buffer 
zone around the most sensitive areas.”

For more information, see the article in 
the Jan/Feb 2012 issue of Nature 
Manitoba News, as well as the NOCI 
website, www.nativeorchid.org.

For a map showing the new expanded 
boundaries of the reserve, go to: 
http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/
pai/mb_network/brokenhead/

Information on the Brokenhead Wetland 
Interpretive Trail can be found at: 
www.debwendon.org

http://www.nativeorchid.org
http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/pai/mb_network/brokenhead/
http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/pai/mb_network/brokenhead/
http://www.debwendon.org
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In June, the provincial government 
unveiled a comprehensive environ-
mental strategy called “Tomorrow 

Now: Manitoba’s Green Plan.” According 
to their website, it is “an eight-year 
strategic plan for protecting the environ-
ment while ensuring a prosperous and 
environmentally conscious economy.” 

As Don Himbeault mentions in his 
column on page 2, Nature Manitoba has 
been asked to provide input, but the 
government is also accepting feedback 
from individuals online until October 31, 
2012 at the following website (where the 
54-page Green Plan can also be viewed):

http://gov.mb.ca/conservation/
tomorrownowgreenplan/

The plan covers a wide range of areas, 
including climate change, clean energy, 
active transportation, water stewardship 
and saving Lake Winnipeg, recycling and 
waste reduction, ecotourism, protecting 
species at risk (with specific mention of 
polar bears, woodland caribou, lake 
sturgeon, beluga whales and moose), 
boreal forest protection, invasive species 
and wildlife disease control, a peatlands 
stewardship strategy, and many others.

As an example of what’s in the plan, the 
following commitments are outlined 
which, if realized, would be good news 
indeed for parks and protected areas in 
the province. We sincerely hope that this 
will not be another case of over promis-
ing and under delivering. 

Excerpts from pages 43-44 of “Tomor-
row Now: Manitoba’s Green Plan”:

Prioritizing the “park experience” is more 
important than ever to better appreciate 
our outdoor environment. This compels a 
modern re-thinking and a new effort to 
make Manitoba “The Parks Province”, 
where park proximity, the number and 
hectares of park, ecological reserves, 
wildlife management areas and protected 
areas per capita, ecological diversity, and 
visitor services are unmatched in 
Canada. This will be ensured with fresh 
and modern park management plans and 
a protected areas strategy.

New Parks and Protected Areas: 
Manitoba will add up to 15 more parks, 
ecological reserves, wildlife management 
areas or other protected areas over the 
next eight years, open Upper Fort Garry 
Provincial Heritage Park and Duff Roblin 
Provincial Park, and expand some 
provincial park boundaries.

Review of Mining in Parks: The prov-
ince is reviewing mining in parks with 
the goal of developing a sustainable 

‘mining in parks’ strategy to protect sig-
nificant recreational or ecological values.

Park Investment: Significant invest-
ments will be made to refresh Memorial 
Park, build a Birds Hill Park visitor “su-
percentre,” recast the West Hawk Lake 
townsite, rejuvenate Spruce Woods and 
enhance the Grand Beach area experi-
ence. In addition, capital investments in 
selected parks (will) result in new and 
improved campsites and modernized 
amenities...The quality of park trails 
will be enhanced, routes and distances 
will be better marked and backcountry 
trails will be selectively developed.

New Off-Season Opportunities: An 
all-season camping pilot project will 
extend camping in spring and fall, and 
provide opportunities for school, scout  
or guided winter adventures. Existing 
winter recreation programs will be 
promoted to get more people out to ski, 
snowshoe, skate or toboggan in parks.

Greening Our Parks: A new, multi-year 
plan will ensure enhanced recycling, 
minimized service vehicle emissions and 
pesticide use, state of the art wastewater 
treatment, energy savings, enhanced 
protection of endangered species and 
spaces in park boundaries.

Backcountry Camping: The province will 
pilot an online backcountry camping site 
inventory for canoe routes in Nopiming 
Provincial Park to provide trip planning 
information for backcountry camping en-
thusiasts and to help attract new visitors.

Provincial Government Unveils Green Plan
(by Roger Turenne with excerpts from “Tommorow Now: Manitoba’s Green Plan”)

Speak up about the  
     Riding Mountain National Park Ski trailS!

In the July/August 2012 issue of Nature Manitoba News, we reported on the 
recent federal budget cutbacks to Parks Canada in our Nature in the News 

column. The article we reprinted did not mention the impact on visitor services  
in the winter at Riding Mountain National Park, specifically, the elimination of 
grooming of cross-country trails, the skating rink, skating trail and winter access  
to Cairns Cabin. An online petition to restore winter services at RMNP has been 
launched, and can be accessed through the Cross-Country Ski Association of 
Manitoba at the following website:

     http://ccsam.ca/2012/petition-riding-mountain/

Public meetings on this issue were held in early August in Onanole and Dauphin, 
with Robert Sopuck, MP for Dauphin-Swan River-Marquette, and Park Superin-
tendent Robert Sheldon. We hope to have a further report in the next issue. In 
addition to signing the petition, you can also have your voice heard by contacting 
these individuals directly, and your own MP.

Les M
cC

ann

Bryon Burvill skiing on the 
popular Grey Owl Trail in Riding 

Mountain National Park.

http://gov.mb.ca/conservation/tomorrownowgreenplan/
http://gov.mb.ca/conservation/tomorrownowgreenplan/
http://ccsam.ca/2012/petition-riding-mountain/
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INvasIve pests Threatening Manitoba’s Trees and Forests

Take a moment to consider how much trees and forests 
mean to this province. Urban forests beautify neigh-
bourhoods and parks and provide habitat for many 

animal species. Trees provide much needed shade during 
Manitoba’s hot summers and windbreaks during our bitter 
winters. Manitoba’s wild forests provide many environmen-
tal benefits such as carbon sequestration, recreational 
opportunities that foster tourism, and economic benefits for 
this province’s forest industry. 

But this important resource is 
threatened by invasive forest 
pests. These pests are not native 
to the areas they invade and 
become very destructive in their 
new homes as a result of little 
resistance in the local hosts and a 
lack of natural predators. Serious 
environmental and economic 
effects can result.

Some of the most menacing pests on Manitoba’s doorstep 
include Emerald Ash Borer, Gypsy Moth and Mountain Pine 
Beetle. While the Emerald Ash Borer was accidentally 
introduced to this continent from Asia, and the Gypsy Moth 
originally came from Europe, the Mountain Pine Beetle is 
actually a native pest of North America, occurring in British 

Columbia and parts of Alberta and southwestern Saskatch-
ewan. The unprecedented outbreak in British Columbia and 
recent studies involving Mountain Pine Beetle in Jack Pine 
have led to concerns that this pest could spread eastward 
into new territory. 

Emerald Ash Borer 
Emerald Ash Borer is the most recent threat to emerge in 
North America, and was first detected in Michigan and 
Ontario in 2002 (although it is believed that it likely arrived 
sometime in the 1990s). All species of ash trees are vulner-
able to this pest. (Mountain Ash is not a true ash and is not 
attacked by the insect.) The larvae of this pest feed just 
under the bark of trees, disrupting the movement of water 
and nutrients. Infested trees die in one to three years. 

Emerald Ash Borer has now been found in Quebec and 15 
additional states, including Minnesota. Millions of ash trees 
have already been lost to this pest, and it continues to 
spread. Extremely difficult to detect at low levels, Emerald 
Ash Borer often goes unnoticed until it is well established. It 
has not yet been found in Manitoba.

Ash trees are a major component of Manitoba’s urban and 
river-bottom forests and have been planted extensively as 
agricultural shelterbelts. The loss of these trees would have 
profound effects in many parts of this province. 

“Millions of 
ash trees 

have already 
been lost to the 

Emerald Ash Borer, 
and it continues 

to spread...”

Damage from the 
Emerald Ash Borer  
in the United States

Marianne Prue, Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources, Bugwood.org
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Gypsy Moth 
Gypsy Moth was first brought to North America in 1869 to 
aid in silk production, but some of the moths escaped and 
became established. Gypsy Moth was found in Canada in 
1912, but did not become established until 1955. It is most 
prevalent in Ontario and Quebec. 

Small populations have been found in Manitoba, one in 
2008 and another in 2011. A successful eradication program 
was launched in 2009 near Winnipeg in response to the 
2008 findings. The population found in 2011 in the St. Vital 
area of Winnipeg was treated with Bacillus thuringiensis var. 
kurstaki (Btk) in June 2012. That area will be monitored 
to determine if eradication efforts were successful.

Gypsy Moth larvae feed voraciously on many different 
species of broadleaf and coniferous trees. Several years of 
heavy feeding on a tree’s leaves can kill the tree. Large 
populations of the larvae can be unsightly, as they can cover 
trees, and nearby objects or structures.

Mountain Pine Beetle 
This insect has devastated Lodgepole Pine forests in British 
Columbia. The beetles kill the trees they attack by introduc-
ing a blue stain fungus that blocks water and nutrient move-
ment in the tree, as well as through larval feeding and 
tunnelling in the bark. The current epidemic began in the 
1990s. Cold temperatures and fire normally keep bark 
beetle populations in check, but fire suppression regimes 
and milder winters have led to the current severe outbreak.

While this pest prefers Lodgepole Pine, studies have shown 
that it can attack Jack Pine, which is native to Manitoba and 
an important commercial tree species. An outbreak of this 
pest in our forests could have detrimental economic impacts 
on Manitoba’s forest industry, and severely impact the 
health of our boreal forest ecosystems.

For photos of the Mountain Pine Beetle, see pages 8-9 of our 
previous issue, July/Aug. 2012 Nature Manitoba News.

What Can You Do?
All of these pests continue to spread to new areas by 
human-assisted movement. Gypsy Moths can lay egg masses 
on virtually any surface – materials that are being trans-
ported, including personal items and equipment such as 
boats and trailers, could have Gypsy Moth egg masses 
attached and could introduce this pest to new areas.

Emerald Ash Borer has spread to new areas through the 
movement of firewood and other untreated ash products. 
Mountain Pine Beetle can also spread through the transport 
of untreated logs and firewood. Travellers carrying firewood 
can inadvertently spread these unwanted pests.

Remember!
 » Don’t move firewood! Burn it where you buy it.

 » Check equipment and trailers for Gypsy Moth egg masses 
when returning from infested areas. Destroy if found.

 » Learn about the signs and symptoms of these pests.

 » Consider invasive pests when planning tree planting 
projects – avoid monocultures.

 » Report any trees or forest products that you suspect are 
infested with any of these pests.

Spread the word!
Gypsy Moth and Emerald Ash Borer are regulated by the 
province and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA); 
i.e., restrictions are in place on the movement of these pests 
and host materials. Areas where these pests have been 
found can and have been placed under quarantine. The 
province regulates the transport in and through the prov-
ince of host material for the Mountain Pine Beetle as well.

To report potentially infested trees or materials, contact the 
CFIA at 204-983-2200 and the Forestry Branch, Manitoba 
Conservation at 204-945-7985 or forestpests@gov.mb.ca

More info at www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/forestry/

Male  
Gypsy 
Moth

USDAw APHIS Archive PPQ Bugwood.org

Tree infested with 
Gypsy Moth

Pennsylvania Dept. of Conservation and Natural

Manitoba Conservation

Gypsy Moth 
egg mass

Tree infested 
with gypsy moth.

Female 
Gypsy 
Moth

Gypsy  
Moth 
larvae

Hannes Lemme, Bugwood.org
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To receive weekly updates of outdoor activities, send a message to triplist@naturemanitoba.ca.

Spirit Sands Hike
Sat. September 1st

Join Stan Skrypetz for a hike on the 
Spirit Sands trail in the Carberry Desert 

at Spruce Woods Provincial Park. 
Contact Stan Skrypetz at 204-269-1581 

or cs.skrypetz@shaw.ca. [Rate 3]

Mantario One-Day Hike
Sun. September 9th

Join Al on a hike on the south end 
of the Mantario trail, possibly up to 
Caribou Lake. The trail has up and 

downhills and is at times rugged. Decent 
physical condition is a requisite. 

Contact Al Louer at 204-235-1790  or 
alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Rate 3-4]

Carberry Hills Hike
Sat. September 15th

Join co-leaders Les McCann and Al 
Rogosin (of the Brandon Naturalists 
Society) on a field trip to a section of 
the Carberry Hills. Trip will feature 

a naturalist’s view of the hills.
Register with Les at 204-895-8108 or 
lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 2]

Cycle Through St. Vital
Sun. September 23rd

Join Al Louer on a cycling loop 
starting at the St. Vital Park duck 

pond and covering the Bishop Grandin 
Greenway. Helmets are mandatory.

Contact Al Louer at 204-235-1790  or 
alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Rate 2-3]

Canoe in the Netley Marsh
Sat. September 29th

Join Les McCann on a canoe 
trip around Netley Marsh. 

Register with Les at 204-895-8108 or 
lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 2]

Pumpkin Creek Fall Colours 
& Carman Fall Dinner

Sun. September 30th
The Snow Valley area is renowned for 

its scenery, especially in the autumn. We 
shall hike along the Pumpkin Creek ski 
trails and explore the area. Then onto 
Carman where we shall do part of the 
riverine Active Living Trail, followed 

by the town’s fall dinner at 4pm.
Contact Rose Kuzina at 204-338-9369  

or rkuzina@mymts.net. [Rate 2-3]

Spruce Woods Provincial Park
Sat. October 6th

Hike on the Isputinaw trail and part of 
the TransCanada Trail going through 

Spruce Woods Provincial Park. 
Contact Stan Skrypetz at 204-269-1581 

or cs.skrypetz@shaw.ca. [Rate 3]

Altona / Neubergthal Cultural 
Hike / St. Joseph Fall Dinner

Sun. October 21st
Hike around Altona, see its outdoor art 
gallery and native prairie grounds, then 

onto Neubergthal, a Parks Canada national 
historic site commemorating the unique 

house/barn architecture of the Mennonites. 
Complete with a fall dinner at St. Joseph 
(which also has fine museum grounds). 
Contact Rose Kuzina at 204-338-9369  

or rkuzina@mymts.net. [Rate 2]

Emerson Hike and Fall Dinner
Sun. October 28th

Hike around Emerson via the 
TransCanada Trail; then reward 
yourself at the town’s fall dinner.

Contact Rose Kuzina at 204-338-9369  
or rkuzina@mymts.net. [Rate 3]

Trip Leader Forms
Nature Manitoba’s Trip Leader forms are 
available on our website, in the “Outdoor 

Activities” section under “Trip Leader 
Forms”. Please fill them out for every trip, 
and return them to the Nature Manitoba 

office. Contact the office if you would 
prefer paper copies mailed to you.

The Charleswood Ski Club
 will be launching their ski season with...

OPEN HOUSE AND  
SKi WAxiNG CLiNiC

 October 28, 2012, 1-4 pm,  
Lord Roberts Community Center,  

725 Kylemore Avenue in Winnipeg.

Check out our programs, see pictures 
and videos of places we have been, 

and meet some of our members.

Come ski with us!

Wed. July 11th – A small four person trip to Bunn’s Park for a plant walk, 
led by John and Pat Gray. It was most enjoyable and shows the value of a 
small trip where all could focus on identifying the plants. Newcomer Jackie 

Heinrichs was so happy “to be learning so much”.   – Julia Schoen

Jackie Heinrichs, Pat and 
John Gray in Bunn’s Park.
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(Generally on Wednesdays)

Any Nature Manitoba members are 
welcome to join the Grey Hares on trips. 

An easier trip is usually possible if someone 
is willing to lead a leisurely group.

Visit to Hutterite Colony
Wed. September 12th

Doris Orchyk is organizing a visit 
to a Hutterite Colony. Contact 

Doris for more details.
Doris Orchyk at 204-837-6166.

Visit to the Guffleworfs
Wed. September 19th

Combine a bike ride and lunch with a  
visit to the “Guffleworfs” – imaginative, 
amusing creations of people made out of 
sticks by Len Van Roon, a Charleswood 

resident. Leave from Varsity View 
SportsPlex at 9:45am to bike the Harte 

Trail to his place. After enjoying the 
Guffleworfs, bike to lunch - place to 
be determined. Options available for 

those who do not wish to bike.
Rosemary McVicar at 204-832-7998 
or ramcvicar@mts.net. [Rate 1-2]

Cycle to St. Adolphe
Wed. September 26th

Cycle to St. Adolphe from South Winnipeg. 
Cycle past the UofM, Kings Park, along 
Cloutier Trail, through St. Norbert and 

along Red River Rd to St. Adolphe, with 
lunch at the Darakeh Restaurant.
Marilyn Hearn at 204-895-4659.

Fall Photo Tour in Whiteshell
Wed. October 3rd

Driving around the Whiteshell with 
Al and Thelma Ross. Come enjoy the 
Whiteshell in the Fall, capture the fall 

colours, get tips on photography from a 
professional, or just enjoy the trip and 

company! No hiking, an easy trip.
Al Ross at 204-853-2047. [Rate 1]

MTC Backstage Tour & Lunch
Wed. October 10th

Meet at the MTC Box Office door at 
10am for a backstage tour. Note: stair 

climbing is involved. Tour lasts about 1hr, 
afterwards, we will walk to the Free Press 

News Cafe for lunch. Pre-registration 
by Oct. 3 is required, max 20 people.   
Rosemary McVicar at 204-832-7998.

New Stadium Tour & Walk
Wed. October 17th   

Tour the new Stadium at the UofM, plus 
a walk around “The Loop” at the UofM 

(river walk), or around Kings Park.
Bryon Burvill at 204-233-7904. [Rate 1]

Walk Assiniboine Park & Zoo
Wed. October 24th  

Walk Assinboine Park and  
the Zoo followed by Lunch.

Bryon Burvill at 204-233-7904. [Rate 1]

Tour of New Winnipeg Airport
Wed. November 7th

Tour of the New Winnipeg Airport.
Bryon Burvill at 204-233-7904. [Rate 1]

GENERAL RATiNG 
GUiDELiNES APPLiCABLE 

TO ALL ACTiViTiES 
Rate 1 Novice:  Typically 2 to 3 hours 

duration. Little or no experience required. 
Easy terrain. Limited physical fitness 

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

Rate 2 intermediate:  Typically 4-6 hours 
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable. Some steep or difficult terrain. 

Moderate physical fitness required. 
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

Rate 3 Advanced:  Typically full day trip. 
Previous experience, significant skill and 

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult terrain. Sustained strenuous activity 

required. Weather not normally severe. 

Rate 4 Advanced:  Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 

equipment and skills. Effects of inclement 
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

Rate 5 Advanced:  Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Possible severe 
weather conditions – wind, cold rain, 
sleet – may halt trip and demand use 
of skilled survival techniques or make 

accidents or physical injuries life threatening.  
Aid or rescue is difficult to obtain. 

PLEASE NOTE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot 
be reached, call the office at 943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

Annual Fall Hawk Watch
Sat. September 8th

Although several groups for this 
outing have already been formed, 
it may be possible to join a party 

or organize your own group.
Contact Rudolf Koes at 204-661-0763 to 
register your group or for info. [Rate 1-2]

Oak Hammock Marsh
Sat. September 15th

This is an excellent time to visit the 
marsh. Snow Geese should be present 
by now. There should also be various 

raptors and lingering shorebirds.
Contact Rudolf Koes at 204-661-0763 

to register or for info. [Rate 1-2]

Whitewater Lake
Sat. September 29th

An all-day trip to Whitewater Lake should 
produce numerous waterfowl, possibly 

lingering waders such as egrets and ibis, 
and shorebirds, plus a surprise or two.

Rudolf Koes at 204-661-0763. [Rate 1-2]

Lake Winnipeg Beaches
Sat. November 3rd

Late fall is a good time to look for lingering 
waterfowl, raptors and gulls along the 
beaches of S.E. Lake Winnipeg. Winter 
passerines, such as Snow Buntings and 

redpolls, should also be present.
Contact Rudolf Koes at 204-661-0763 for 

information or to register. [Rate 1-2]
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by Gordon Grieef

The combination of an early spring and well above 
normal temperatures in late June and throughout  
July resulted in the majority of bird song being 

finished by early July. Normally the passerines are in full 
song until the tenth or fifteenth of July.

In my last column (July/Aug. 2012) 
I noted that Trumpeter Swans 
appear to be making a comeback 
with 9 different sightings. This trend 
continued in the summer with 
sightings ranging from the Moose 
Lake area in the southeast of the 
province to Churchill. On July 12, 
Bob Shettler found a pair of Trum-
peters with a cygnet along the Hecla 
Island causeway.

On June 20, Garry Budyk and 
Deanna Dodgson found a pair of 
Dickcissels singing near Dencross 
north of Beausejour. Two days later, 
my wife and I found 4 birds at this 
location. This turned out to be the 
first of a number of sightings with 
birds being found from just east, 
west and northwest of Winnipeg 
and south to Rosenort. In addition there were numerous 
sightings ranging from Mowbray and Whitewater Lake 
down to the Lyleton area in the extreme southwest of the 
province. I added up the sightings reported to Manitoba 
Birds and came up with a total of 61 birds. There have been 
a number of reasons put forward for this most unusual 

incursion of Dickcissels, but the most plausible one is that 
they have been forced further north by the extreme heat 
and drought in the United States.

The two Carolina Wren sightings were of different birds as 
both birds were seen on July 26 – one in East Kildonan and 
one in St. James. This species is considered to be accidental 
in Manitoba. The Birds of Manitoba states that since 1925, 
when the species was first recorded in Manitoba, it has been 
seen about once per decade. 

Black-billed Cuckoos were found frequently in southern 
Manitoba during June. High numbers of this species are 

usually associated with outbreaks of 
tent-caterpillars but this does not 
seem to be the case this year. 
Possibly this was another result of 
the heat wave in the United States.

A report from Christian Artuso, 
Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas 
Coordinator, states that three 
Golden Eagle nests were found in 
Wapusk National Park by a survey 
team in that area. This is the first 
confirmed breeding evidence for 
this species in over 50 years.

For the first time in recent memory 
there were no Piping Plovers nesting 
at Grand Beach. Single birds were 
seen at four locations on the east 
side of Lake Winnipeg but no pairs. 
Of course, these sightings could 
have all been of the same bird. Two 

nests were found at Whitewater Lake but I’m not aware of 
the outcome of these nestings. [Ed. note: Our February 4th 
Discovery Evening will be about Piping Plovers. See page 19.]

If you have some unusual bird sightings be sure to send them 
to me at 31 Kara Cove, Winnipeg, R2N 3C2 or you can e-mail 
your sightings to me at ggrieef@mts.net.

Species #’s Date Location Observers
Trumpeter Swan 8 May 30 12 Hecla Island B. Shettler
Trumpeter Swan 6 Jun 3 12 Tolstoi E. Prokopanko
Trumpeter Swan 1 Jun 8 12 Churchill R. Koes tour group
Trumpeter Swan 2 Jun 10 12 Moose Lake area R. Parsons
Trumpeter Swan 1 Jul 21 12 Beausejour N. Schmidt
Gadwall 1 Jun 16 12 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Red-breasted Merganser 4 Jun 16 12 Riverton B. Shettler
Red-throated Loon 300+ Jun 11 12 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Pacific Loon 100+ Jun 11 12 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group

Oops..
On page 12 of the July/August 
2012 issue of Nature Manitoba 
News, we improperly labelled 
one of Garry Budyk’s bird photos. 
Instead of Eurasian Collared-dove, 
this is a Townsend’s Solitaire.
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One of this year’s Dickcissels along PR #317, 
just east of Hwy #12 in Dencross, Manitoba.

G
arry B

udyk



Vol. 4, Issue 5 - Sep. / Oct. 2012 Nature Manitoba News Page 13

Species #’s Date Location Observers
Pied-billed Grebe 2 Jun 14 12 Churchill R. Koes
Clark's Grebe 1 Jul 11 12 Ninette G. Budyk, D. Dodgson
American White Pelican 550 Jul 27 12 East, West & North Shoal Lakes K. Gardner
Double-crested Cormorant 550 Jul 27 12 East, West & North Shoal Lakes K. Gardner
Least Bittern 1 Jun 24 12 Oak Hammock Marsh G. & J. Grieef
Least Bittern 1 Jul 9 12 Whitewater Lake D. & F. Fast, H. Lane
Great Blue Heron 21 Jul 27 12 East, West & North Shoal Lakes K. Gardner
Great Egret 47 Jul 27 12 East, West & North Shoal Lakes K. Gardner
Snowy Egret 1 Jul 11 12 Whitewater Lake G. Budyk, D. Dodgson, D. Fast
Cattle Egret 3 Jun 4 12 Medora area R. Porteous, A. Mickey, L. Jansson, L. Cocks
Cattle Egret 20 Jul 2 12 Whitewater Lake D. & F. Fast
Green Heron 1 Jun 7 12 Winnipeg C. Jackson
Green Heron 2 Jun 30 12 Steinbach H. Lane
Green Heron 1 Jul 4 12 Winnipeg N. Butchard
Black-crowned Night-Heron 25 Jul 27 12 East, West & North Shoal Lakes K. Gardner
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 1 Jun 8 12 Whitewater Lake S. & G. Grieef
White-faced Ibis 15 Jul 12 12 Lyleton area G. Budyk, D. Dodgson
Peregrine Falcon 1 Jul 7 12 Whitewater Lake D. & F. Fast
American Coot 350 Jul 27 12 East, West & North Shoal Lakes K. Gardner
American Golden-Plover 11 Jul 22 12 Beausejour R. Parsons
Sanderling 11 Jun 16 12 Riverton B. Shettler
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 3 Jul 22 12 Beausejour R. Parsons
Sabine's Gull 12 Jun 12 12 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Little Gull 5 Jun 9 12 Churchill R. Koes tour group
Laughing Gull 1 Jun 24 12 Oak Hammock Marsh J. Levac, Cicierski
California Gull 6 Jul 11 12 Whitewater Lake G. Budyk, D. Dodgson
Iceland Gull 2 Jun 16 12 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 Jun 12 12 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Glaucous Gull 1 Jun 15 12 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Eurasian Collared-Dove 1 Jun 6 12 Morden R. Hiebert
Eurasian Collared-Dove 2 May 30 12 La Broquerie G. Budyk, D. Dodgson
Eurasian Collared-Dove 1 Jun 21 12 East Selkirk R. & A. Tekauz
Snowy Owl 1 Jul 1 12 Delta G. Ogilvie
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 1 Jun 14 12 Churchill R. Koes
Alder Flycatcher 1 Jun 14 12 Churchill R. Koes
Say's Phoebe 1 Jun 23 12 Monominto M. Dorriesfield
Eastern Kingbird 25 Jul 27 12 Shoal Lakes area K. Gardner
Bank Swallow 6 Jul 3 12 Nueltin Lake R. Koes, R. Staniforth
Barn Swallow 2 Jun 17 12 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Carolina Wren 1 Jul 24 12 Winnipeg J. Weshnoweski
Carolina Wren 1 Jul 26 12 Winnipeg N. Butchard
Northern Wheatear 1 Jun 13 12 Churchill R. Koes tour group, & K. Eckert tour group
Wood Thrush 1 Jun 4 12 Gypsum Lake area C. Artuso
Wood Thrush 1 Jun 12 12 Moose Lake area R. Parsons
Gray Catbird 1 Jun 17 12 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Northern Mockingbird 1 May 31 12 Stuartburn J. Ruddy
Northern Mockingbird 1 Jul 6 12 Brandon Q. Richards
Golden-winged Warbler 1 Jun 4 12 Gypsumville  area C. Artuso
Western Palm Warbler 1 Jun 16 12 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Ovenbird 1 Jun 19 12 Winnipeg J. & G. Grieef
Ovenbird 1 Jun 27 12 Starbuck C. Penner
Summer Tanager 1 Jul 1 12 Hadashville G. Budyk, D. Dodgson
Spotted Towhee 1 Jun 13 12 Churchill B. Di Labio tour group
Lark Bunting 1 Jul 5 12 Lake Manitoba Narrows P. Taylor
Harris's Sparrow 1 Jun 16 12 Eden R. Demey
White-crowned Sparrow 1 Jun 2 12 Eden R. Demey
Eastern Meadowlark 1 Jun 3 12 Seddons Corner P. Taylor
Eastern Meadowlark 1 Jun 4 12 East Braintree G. Budyk
Orchard Oriole 1 Jun 4 12 Gypsumville  area C. Artuso
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The Ten CommandmenTs of Birding
By Tina macdonald at www.camacdonald.com/birding – submitted by al mickey

1. Thou shalt have no other interest 
before birding. if thou does, thou shalt 
not discuss it with other birders. 

2. Thou shalt not take unto thee any 
graven image of the birds that are in 
heaven above without giving photo credit 
to the photographer. Thou shalt not 
capture and cage the wild birds, nor shalt 
thou visit birds in zoos (unless the birds 
are endangered and part of a breeding 
release program), nor shalt thou respect 
and cherish any introduced species. 

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy god in vain: not when thou just 
missed seeing that rare bird, nor when the 
potential life bird doth not sit still for an 
identification, nor when thou droppeth 
thy binoculars in the middle of the lake. 

4. remember all thy birding days, and keep 
them special. six days shalt thou labour 
and do all thy work: but the seventh day 
is to renew thy spirit with the avian flock. 
Work is the curse of the birding classes. 

5. honour those who introduced thee to 
birding and taught thee about birds that 
thy days may be long upon the land which 
the Lord thy god giveth thee. if thou should 
dishonour those experts, thy days may be 
short. honour those who own the private 
property where birds congregate that they 
may allow thee to come back the next time.  

6. Thou shalt not kill any bird (nor any 
bird hunters - no matter how strong 
the provocation). Thou shalt labour to 
protect and keep them for all the days of 
thy life (well, maybe not the hunters...). 

7. Thou shalt not take any thing that belongs 
to another birder without asking: not 
his place in the hide, nor his field guide, 
nor his birding partner, nor his lunch. 

8. Thou shalt not steal a bird’s eggs or, more 
importantly, a bird’s habitat if thou wish 
to see the bird long on this earth. 

9. Thou shalt not bear false witness about 
birds thou hast identified or heard, nor 
shalt thou exaggerate or brag about 
birds thou hast seen. Thy word is thy 
bond, especially on Birding Big days. 

10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s life 
list, but must create thine own. Thou shalt 
not covet thy neighbour’s birding scope, 
nor his identification skills, nor his bird 
photography ability, nor his ability to 
travel to see more birds than thou, nor any 
other thing that is thy birder neighbour’s.

remember these commandments, and keep them 
holy, in the name of the father (John James 
audubon), and the son (roger Tory Peterson) 
and the holy ghost (Charles sibley).

AnnuAl FAll HAwk wAtCH
Saturday, September 8th

Although several groups for this outing have 
already been formed, it may be possible to 

join a party or organize your own group.

Call Rudolf Koes at 204-661-0763 to register 
your group or for more information.

CHRiStmAS BiRD Count 
Sunday, December 16th

This is a great opportunity to see some wintering birds 
in the city. Join tens of thousands of other birders 

across North America in this event and help contribute 
to our knowledge of winter bird distribution. A pot luck 
dinner and compiling session will be held afterwards.

Contact Rudolf Koes at 204-661-0763  
for more details or to register.
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http://www.camacdonald.com/birding
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by Michelle Mico

About 10 years ago, Charlie McPher-
son bought a pair of binoculars at 
a garage sale. Ever since that 

fateful day, he has been spending much of 
his spare time listening, identifying, and 
learning about birds. With all this knowledge, Charlie has 
become Manitoba’s first Important Bird Area (IBA) Caretaker 
for Netley-Libau Marsh IBA (MB009). He brings a wealth of 
experience to his caretaking role having lived next to the  
marsh for much of his life.

As a child, Charlie grew up on a 110-acre 
parcel of land adjacent to the marsh and 
currently resides next door to his 
childhood property. He remembers his 
passion for nature began when he found 
one of his father’s old cigar boxes filled 
with blown birds eggs. While the practice 
is now illegal, his father was taught wild 
bird egg-blowing as a school-age child. 

Charlie’s passion for birding was continu-
ally fuelled by finding birds and their 
nests while driving his family’s cows 
home. As he grew older, birding took a 
back seat to other matters. When he saw 
the binoculars at the garage sale, he 
knew it was time to get re-acquainted 
with his childhood passion. 

Since becoming a caretaker, Charlie has 
been most impressed with the global 
reach of the Important Bird Area 
program. Dedicated to the conservation 
of wild birds and their habitat, the 
program was initiated by BirdLife International and is a global 
alliance of non-governmental, grassroots, and membership-
based groups in 170 countries and territories. Thanks to his 
enthusiasm and commitment as a caretaker, Charlie has 
become the marsh’s advocate by learning about its health  
and its interconnectedness with Lake Winnipeg. 

As a caretaker for Netley-Libau Marsh 
IBA , Charlie’s activities are simple. He 
will visit the site when the “trigger” bird 
population(s) are present (ie, those that 
led to IBA status for this area), report on 
any habitat conditions, bird population 

observations, signs of threats to the birds or habitat, and 
provide information on any conservation efforts taking place. 

About the Netley-Libau Marsh IBA
Netley-Libau Marsh is located in the south basin of Lake 
Winnipeg, approximately 65 kilometers north of Winnipeg. The 

marsh is a complex of lakes and streams 
whose water levels are influenced by 
Lake Winnipeg. It is considered a 
globally significant Important Bird Area 
for the water- and landbird concentra-
tions that migrate through each fall.

Adjacent to Netley Marsh in the Village 
of Dunnottar, Charlie hosts a free Sunday 
morning bird-watching and walking tour. 
Meet at the Whytewold Emporium in 
Whytewold at 8:30am for a free cup of 
coffee. For more information, feel free  
to contact Charlie either by email at  
charliemac25@hotmail.com or by  
phone at 204.389.3570.

For more about the 
IBA Program...
Are you familiar, or want to become 
familiar, with one of Manitoba’s Impor-
tant Bird Areas? Scientific expertise is 

not required, just a willingness to spare a day or two a year. 
You can check out www.ibacanada.com (click on “Explore 
IBAs” tab and select “Map Viewer” and zoom into Manitoba) or 
contact Michelle Mico at the Nature Manitoba office at 
204.943.9029 or iba@naturemanitoba.ca to find out which 
Important Bird Areas are within your area of interest. 

Manitoba’s Important Bird Area Program 
Welcomes its First Caretaker

Sun setting over the 
northwest corner of 

the Netley-Libau Marsh 
important Bird Area.
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Charlie McPherson, 
Manitoba’s First important 

Bird Area Caretaker.

“When he saw the 
binoculars at the 

garage sale, he knew it was 
time to get re-acquainted with 

his childhood passion..”
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REAL social networking. Another keynote speaker,  
Wes Jackson of The Land Institute in Salina,  
Kansas, was a victim of cancelled flights 
and appeared before us via Skype to 
speak about using prairie to develop an 
ecological approach to agriculture, a 
“green revolution”. This was the first 
time I’d seen Skype used at this scale; it 
even enabled him to field questions from 
the audience that he was also viewing at 
his end. I mused about the much-talked-
about idea of “digital conferences” as a way to reduce the 
carbon footprint of so many people flying and driving great 
distances to meet in one place. But this thought was quickly 
replaced by what would be missed – the opportunity to 
meet face-to-face and get to know people who share a 
common passion…

Ordinary people, extraordinary land. Conferences 
are typically gatherings of experts and academics, but the 
NAPC is a real mix, with biologists and government employ-
ees rubbing shoulders with amateur naturalists and regular 
landowners working to preserve a plot of prairie. While it 
was impossible to meet more than a handful of the 225 or 
so attendees, Ian Ward and I did get to know three couples, 
Marsha and Paul from Ames, Iowa; Ann and Mike from 
Fulton, Missouri; and Fiona and Miles from Franklin, 
Manitoba – all with diverse backgrounds (retired dentist, 
pharmacist, engineer, nurse, etc.), and all working to restore 
a piece of prairie landscape that they own. We also met 
Rollie Henkes of Monona, Iowa, editor of Woodlands and 
Prairies, a magazine devoted to telling the stories of such 
folks on the front lines of ecological restoration. 

Naturalists with creds. And these ordinary folks are 
getting organized... we met members of The Prairie Enthusi-
asts, a non-profit group “committed to the protection and 

management of native prairie and oak savanna of the Upper 
Midwest”, with chapters in Illinois, Minnesota, and Wiscon-
sin. There were people in the conference program with the 
intriguing title “master naturalist” after their name. I had to 
find out more! The Master Naturalist program began in 
Texas and has spread to 26 states (a Google search shows 
one also exists in the city of Edmonton). These are partner-
ships of government conservation/wildlife departments, 
academic institutions and local nature groups with the goal 
of “developing a corps of well-informed volunteer natural-
ists to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to 
the beneficial management of natural resources and natural 
areas within their communities.” The naturalists donate 
volunteer service in exchange for going through a 40-hour 
training program of field and classroom instruction. What a 
great idea – is such a program possible in Manitoba?

Tall-grass extremities. Here at the northern tip of the 
tall-grass prairie range, we learned, in one of the conference 
sessions, about the coastal tall-grass prairies at the other 
end, exemplified by the Armand Bayou Nature Preserve 
near Houston, Texas. This 2500-acre urban wilderness 
preserve wedged between NASA’s Johnson Space Centre 
and a large petrochemical complex was set aside to protect 
the bayou, wetlands and coastal tall-grass habitat from 
encroaching residential development. We had a glimpse of 

some of the prairie and wetland species 
endemic to coastal Texas, and saw 
examples of their extensive volunteer 
program that involves master naturalists 
in management activities – including an 
ongoing battle with an invasive species I 
had never heard of before, the Chinese 
Tallow tree (an Asian species brought in 
for the nursery trade).

What future for our prairie commons? Much of the 
prairie restoration in the U.S. takes place on private land, 
while in Canada, we still have large areas of public land. So 
it was very troubling to hear, from both Candace Savage 
and Trevor Herriot, about the federal government’s decision 

People passionate about… PRAIRIE!
(...continued from page 1)

“It was very troubling to 
hear about the federal 

government’s decision to divest 
itself of roughly two million 

acres of some of the best 
maintained and protected public 

grasslands on the continent.”

Big Bluestem next to the 
Prairie Dog Central at the 
Gross isle Prairie, one of 
the conference field trips.

John Morgan and author Sharon 
Butala at the Grosse isle prairie.
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to divest itself of roughly two million acres of 
some of the best maintained and protected 
public grasslands on the continent, namely the 
community pasture land administered by PFRA 
(Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Association). This 
is yet another impact of Bill C-38, the omnibus 
budget bill that has affected so many areas of 
environmental protection. These lands – critical habitat for 
grassland species-at-risk – are to be handed over to the 
provinces, so they face an uncertain future. We’ll report on 
this in upcoming issues of Nature Manitoba News.

Hope from south of the border. In contrast, we 
learned about the Minnesota Prairie Conservation Plan, a 
recently-announced 25-year strategy to protect and restore 
the state’s remaining 235,000 acres of native prairie and 
pothole wetlands. Described as “a momentous event in 
Minnesota conservation history,” this plan is the work of a 
coalition of conservation groups and agencies, including the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. There is hope!

A prairie feast. Even the conference ban-
quet at the Manitoba Museum was an event  
to remember. Not your typical round-table, 
rubber-chicken affair, we instead “grazed”,  
as prairie enthusiasts should, on a buffet of 
delectable food at stations scattered through-
out the Museum and prepared by Urban Prairie 

Catering. Careful not to over-graze at any one spot, we 
roamed through the galleries, in search of the next spread, 
talking to costumed interpreters from the Manitoba Histori-
cal Society along the way. What a way to show off Mani-
toba’s cultural and natural history and our cuisine – it was  
a big hit!

Showing off our prairie. On field-trip day, conference-
goers went in one of three directions – west to Spruce 
Woods and the Spirit Sands in search of skinks and sandhill 
prairie, south to our “flagship” prairie at Manitoba’s Tall 
Grass Prairie Preserve, or north to Winnipeg’s Living Prairie 
Museum and then on to the Grosse Isle Prairie via the 
Prairie Dog Central vintage steam train, a tourist attraction 
that helps tell the story of rail-side prairie remnants. 

The healing prairie. As part of the closing session, 
Ojibway elder David Daniels (originally from Long Plain, 
now living in Erickson), gave us another reason to protect 
prairie: because it can literally heal us. He had people lining 
up after his talk to look at his many examples of medicinal 
plants, and receive a blessing of sweet-grass oil.

A big bouquet of prairie grasses must go to the NAPC 2012 
organizers – Douglas Cattani, Nicola Koper, Richard Baydack, 
Lionel Leston from the University of Manitoba, Pamela 
Rutherford from Brandon University, Diana Robson from the 
Manitoba Museum, Kyle Lucyk and Danielle Trudel from the 
Living Prairie Museum, John Morgan from Prairie Habitats, 
Jo-Anne Joyce, Marilyn Latta from Nature Manitoba, Confer-
ence Coordinator Lise Smith and her group of volunteers – 
AND to the passionate people who came from 5 provinces and 
12 states – for creating a gathering as diverse and worthwhile  
as prairie itself!

Marilyn Latta and a group 
at the Tall Grass Prairie 
Preserve, on Prairie Day, 
the Saturday following 
the conference.

ian Ward (at right) with 
fellow prairie lovers 
Paul and Marsha 
Readhead (and Annie) 
of Ames, iowa.

“What a way 
to show off 

Manitoba’s cultural 
and natural history 
and our cuisine.”
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Monday, October 15th, 2012

Ecology of a Cultural Icon –  
the Lake Sturgeon 

Dr. W. Gary Anderson, Associate Professor,  
Department of Biological Sciences, University of Manitoba

A life history strategy of slow growth and late sexual maturity 
have made Lake Sturgeon (Acipenser fulvescens) particularly 

vulnerable to over-fishing and habitat fragmentation. Over the 
last century population declines have been sufficiently severe 
to lead to the potential listing of the species under the Species 
at Risk Act in Canada. Understanding the biology of Lake Stur-
geon is essential if conservation efforts are to be successful. 
Dr. Anderson’s research takes a holistic approach integrating 
ecology, physiology, development and cell biology to provide 
a broad understanding of the species and scientifically 
based strategies for appropriate recovery measures.

Monday, October 29th, 2012

What are Forests Good For? 
The Many Values of Forests in Canada  

and Around the World

John Gray, Retired economist and forestry consultant

This evening John Gray will explore the diverse uses and 
values of forests, and some of the issues in managing 

forests, drawing on examples from Canada, Manitoba, and 
elsewhere in the World. John studied forestry at the University 
of British Columbia and worked in forestry in B.C. He has 
consulted on forestry issues for Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
Ontario, and Newfoundland and Labrador. In addition, he has 
worked internationally in tropical forestry on economics and 
policy in over a dozen developing countries in South East Asia, 
West Africa, the Caribbean, Central and South America, and in 
Russia. John taught economics and natural resource and 
environmental economics at the University of Manitoba  
before retiring.

Monday, November 12th, 2012

Hide and Seek with Amphibians and  
Reptiles in Southwestern Manitoba

Pamela Rutherford, Associate Professor,  
Department of Biology, Brandon University

Southwestern Manitoba is home to sixteen species of amphib-
ians and reptiles, and several of these species have localized 

distributions. In addition, many of these same species are secre-
tive and little is known about their natural history. Over the 
past 7 years, Pamela and her students have been working on 
several of these species, including the Northern Prairie Skink 
and the Western Hognose Snake, and have learned a lot about 
their natural history. They have also learned how much we 
don’t know. In this talk Pamela will share both insights and 
further questions that have been raised by their research into 
these fascinating animals.

Monday, November 26th, 2012

The Manitoba Herps Atlas:  
Citizen-Science in Action

Doug Collicutt, Manitoba Biologist

The Manitoba Herps Atlas (MHA) is a new citizen-science 
project operated by www.NatureNorth.com, Manitoba’s 

online nature magazine. Beginning in 2011, MHA has let 
people enter records of herp locations and view the results 
online using newly available, simple internet technologies. In 
its first year of operation more than 1300 records have been 
submitted, including many for a number of Species at Risk in 
this province. Initial analysis of the data has shown a range 
extension for the Mink Frog in southeast Manitoba. The project 
is off to a good start, but needs to involve more people from 
remote and northern parts of the province. Manitoba biologist, 
Doug Collicutt, runs the MHA with funding from Manitoba’s 
Sustainable Development Innovations Fund and the Endan-
gered Species and Biodiversity Fund. Visit the MHA site at 
www.NatureNorth.com/Herps/Manitoba_Herps_Atlas.html

Nature Manitoba’s Discovery Evenings are held 
at Le Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain, 

340 Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface.

All programs will be held in Salle Antoine- 
Gaborieau (on 2nd floor) except for the December 10th  
North Pole Adventures presentation, which will be 

held in the main floor theatre, Salle Pauline Boutal.

Programs start at 7:30 pm except for the 
March 18th AGM which starts at 7 pm. 

Admission is $2 for members / $3 for  
non-members. Members must show member card. 

For more information, call the Nature Manitoba office 
at 204-943-9029 or email info@naturemanitoba.ca.
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Monday, December 10th, 2012 
(Note location: Salle Pauline Boutal – main floor)

North Pole Adventures 

Darcy St. Laurent, Search and Rescue Technician

In the company of Eric Larsen and Antony Jinman, Darcy St. 
Laurent successfully completed a trek to the North Pole 

during the spring of 2010. The trio was flown in by ski plane to 
Cape Discovery on Ellesmere Island on March 3rd. Throughout 
the journey, the men experienced gruelling conditions that 
made progress difficult. Even during the final days, they didn’t 
know if they would make it to their destination because the 
drift of the pack ice had slowed them down almost every night. 
The trio finally reached their goal on the 51st day of the trek – 
April 23rd, Earth Day.  

Darcy is a highly decorated veteran of the Canadian Military. 
He has been a combat engineer, combat diver, army parachut-
ist, explosive ordinance disposal technician and a UN Peace 
Keeper in Cambodia and Bosnia. Currently Darcy is a Search 
and Rescue technician, part of an elite band of Canadian Forces 
specialists who call themselves SAR Tech’s, whose role it is to 
rescue others in the unforgiving north. 

Monday, January 7th, 2013

The Beauty and Bother of Urban Wildlife

Brian Joynt, Wildlife Manager,  
Central Region, Manitoba Conservation

Many wildlife species take advantage of the urban environ-
ment.  Depending on individual perspectives and the 

species involved, urban wildlife can provide residents either 
tremendous enjoyment or incredible frustration, sometimes 
both! Urban wildlife is a very difficult issue to manage due to 
the characteristics of the environment, diversity of resident 
attitudes and adaptability of many of the species involved.  
Strategies must attempt to maintain wildlife as a valuable part 
of the urban experience while minimizing the economic and 
social costs incurred. This presentation will explore some of 
these balancing acts.  

Monday, January 21st, 2013

Manitoba’s Enchanted Isles –  
Exploring the Remote Islands of  

Lake Winnipeg’s North Basin

Randall Mooi, Curator of Zoology, The Manitoba Museum

The North Basin of Lake Winnipeg is dotted with several 
islands that have received only cursory attention from 

biologists. Dr. Randall Mooi, has surveyed several of these 
islands for birds, amphibians and reptiles and has made some 
surprising discoveries: uniquely coloured snakes, unexpected 
toads, and rare birds, and even spiders that live in carnivorous 
plants. Join Dr. Mooi on a tour of the North Basin as he 
introduces the what, where, when, and how of the animals 
living on these incredible islands and gives us a taste of the 
adventure in exploring them.

Monday, February 4th, 2013

From Grasslands to Shoreline –  
Manitoba’s Most Endangered Birds,  

The Burrowing Owl and Piping Plover

Ken De Smet, Species at Risk Biologist, Manitoba  
Conservation Project Manager, Piping Plover Program

Alexandra Froese, Project Manager,  
Manitoba Burrowing Owl Recovery Program

This presentation will focus on conservation initiatives for 
two of Manitoba’s most endangered birds – the Piping 

Plover and Burrowing Owl.  Manitoba Conservation has been 
involved in monitoring conservation initiatives for these two 
species since the late 1980s. The presenters will provide a brief 
history on the changing status of the two species, and relate 
some success stories and less successful initiatives that have 
and are being employed to assist in their recovery.

Monday, March 4th, 2013

Insects of the Carberry Sandhills

Robert Wrigley, Retired biologist

A hike through Manitoba’s Carberry Sandhills presents 
frequent opportunities to observe hundreds of fascinating 

and colorful insects – wasps, bees, butterflies, beetles, dragon-
flies, cicadas, and many other families. With striking close-up 
images of these ‘creatures of the sand’, Robert describes their 
natural history and where to look for them. Tiger beetles are 
selected as a group to demonstrate how insects adapt to 
environmental extremes, and how related species avoid 
competition by occupying different habitats. Predators of 
insects and species-at-risk are also described.  

Robert has been studying small mammals and insects of these 
sandhills over a 42-year period, and it remains his favorite site 
for researching Manitoba’s rich biodiversity. His former posi-
tions include Curator and Museum Director of the Manitoba 
Museum, Director of the Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive 
Center, and Curator of the Assiniboine Park Zoo. For most of his 
career he has been known as Dr. Bob.

Dr. Bob is willing to lead a tour of the Carberry Sandhills for 
Nature Manitoba members on a Saturday in June 2013, a good 
time to see a variety of insect species. Watch for further details in 
Nature Manitoba News.

Monday, March 18th, 2013

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
& Members’ Night

(early start at 7:00 pm)

We’re looking for two or three 20-minute presentations on 
nature-related topics to accompany our Annual General 

Meeting. Travelogues should have a strong nature component, 
please! Contact Dianne Beaven at dbeaven@mymts.net with 
your ideas for a presentation.
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401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB   R3B 1G4
Phone: (204) 943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About Nature Manitoba

Nature Manitoba is people sharing a passion for nature. 
Since its foundation in 1920, Nature Manitoba’s mission 
has been to promote awareness, appreciation and 
understanding of nature, and to preserve and enjoy it. In 
support of this mission, Nature Manitoba offers a wide 
variety of educational programs and publications, supports 
research into Manitoba’s biological and geophysical diversity, 
organizes field trips and outdoor activities year-round, and 
advocates for the protection of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Join online at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

NAture MANItOBA StOre

www.naturemanitoba.ca

Front Back

Registration: $50.00  
Lunch and refreshments provided  
Seating is limited  
Please register by August 31, 2012

To register, please visit:  
www.invasivespeciesmanitoba.com

Hosted by: 
Invasive Species Council of Manitoba 
Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship, Forestry Branch  
Canadian Food Inspection Agency

For more information, contact: 
linda.christianson@gov.mb.ca or 204-945-7983

Manitoba Emerald Ash Borer  
Awareness Day
October 2, 2012   - Winnipeg at Canad Inn, Fort Garry

October 3, 2012   - Brandon at the Keystone Center

Topics:

•  History and  current  situation  in Canada  

• “Slow The  Spread” strategy

•  Monitoring  and  detection  

• Economic  impacts

•  Community perspective

See pages 18-19 
for program listing.
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