
by John P. Morgan,  
President, Prairie Habitats Inc. (Argyle, Manitoba)

The first “prairie” conference I ever attended was in 
Windsor, Ontario – not exactly everyone’s idea of a 
prairie haven! Ecologist Jackie Thompson and I got 

off the plane in sultry, steamy, smoggy Windsor early one 
August day in 1990, and soon found ourselves at the 
Ojibway Tall Grass Prairie. It was just across the St. Clair 
River from downtown Detroit, Michigan. Brilliant orange 
Butterfly Milkweed, vivid purple Tall Blazing Star, and the 
magnificent white candelabras of Culver’s Root produced a 
show of tall grass prairie wildflowers out of some 
kaleidoscope fairy tale. Big Bluestem was already over 2 
metres tall, and would reach over 3 metres by summer’s 

end. Cicadas of many species 
filled our ears with deafening, 
almost tropical, sounds.

Two hundred acres of diverse 
tall grass prairie and oak 
savannah miraculously had 

survived in downtown Windsor, in the middle of some of the 
most heavily urbanized parts of North America. Amazingly, 
we were to learn that much of southern Ontario once was 
tall grass prairie. Now it’s almost all gone – just like here in 
Manitoba, and across the rest of its North American range.

For four days we were saturated with exciting, stimulating 
new information from prairie specialists from all over 
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Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 
(Platanthera praeclara). Manitoba 
has more of this spectacular and 

endangered prairie species than the 
rest of North America combined.

“A celebration 
of epic 

proportions...”
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President’s Corner
by Donald Himbeault

The Nature Manitoba 
“Department Store”

As your new President, and this being 
my first time writing this column, I 
thought I would start with a brief 

introduction. I was born and raised in 
Winnipeg, where an active involvement in 
Scouts Canada throughout my youth first 
sparked my appreciation for nature. I went 
on to study, for perhaps way too long, 
Mechanical Engineering, which has led to 
opportunities for my family and I to live in 
various locations across Canada including 
Waterloo, Quebec City, and Beausejour, eventually returning to Winnipeg. While 
this part of my life was largely about “harnessing the powers of nature for the 
benefit of mankind”, as engineering is sometimes described, my true “passionate 
about nature” side always remained. Hence, I 
joined Nature Manitoba a few years ago, and 
later volunteered as a board member, to more 
fully exercise this passion. 

In looking at the tasks at hand as President, I 
think of the comment that Past President Roger 
Turenne made in his report to the membership at 
the last AGM (see page 5). He described Nature 
Manitoba as the “department store” of environmental groups, offering a wide 
diversity of programs and activities ranging from publishing books to organizing 
field trips. Roger also cautioned that with this comes the challenge of 
maintaining the quality and high standards of these diverse programs, almost all 
of which are run by volunteers. 

One strategy that I believe will help us meet this challenge is to stay focused on 
our mission and objectives, which appear on the back page of each issue of the 
newsletter. I believe these objectives are relevant and will help guide the Board 
through the many decisions it will be making in the future. In our objectives, I 
see keys words like awareness, appreciation, education, and preservation. In his 
presentation “Revelations of a Young Naturalist” at our AGM, Brock Houndle 
quoted a passage by Peter Tilden written for park interpreters, and it reminded 
me of a similar quote that exemplifies our mission:  

“Through education, comes understanding, 
through understanding, comes appreciation,  
through appreciation, comes preservation, 
through preservation, comes protection.”

– 1984, Chief Naturalist Dennis Carter, Shenandoah National Park

As you plan your outdoor adventures this summer, keep in mind the ways you 
can help contribute to Nature Manitoba’s mission. In fact, this issue of the 
newsletter shows why “passion for nature” is in high demand – check out the 
opportunities available with the IBA program (pages 18-19), Manitoba Herps 
Atlas (page 21), a bioblitz in the Charleswood area (page 22), and even taking 
note of ground squirrels (pages 6-7)!

I look forward to my time as President, and hope you all make the most of your 
shopping experience at our “department store”.
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by Tommy Allen
Photo: Nelson Ridgeway
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John 
Morgan 
had been 

set on becoming a 
biologist almost since 
his birth in Barrie, Ontario. 
His father was in the military, and their 
family moved almost every year, but only 
once did they leave the prairies. John and 
his father loved exploring the outdoors, 
and when John wanted to try canoeing, 
they built their own in 
the basement.

The family moved to 
Winnipeg when John’s 
dad retired in 1967. At 
the edge of the city, in St. Charles, they 
enjoyed Sturgeon Creek and its wildlife. 
John also spent his summers at his sister’s 
fishing lodge in northern Saskatchewan.

John got his Zoology/Ecology degree at 
the University of Manitoba. His summer 
internships included work with Lake 
Winnipeg fisheries, the Manitoba Museum 
and the National Museum’s High Arctic 
Research Station on Bathurst and 
Seymour Islands. After graduating, he 
spent four years inventory ing wetlands in 
southwestern Manitoba for Ducks 
Unlimited. Then, newly wed to Carol, he 
decided to go for his Masters degree, and 
was accepted into the Natural Resources 
Institute. His thesis research into private 
lands habitat stewardship gave him a new 
perspective on conservation, and got him 
a job with Wildlife Habitat Canada.

Polo Park, of all places, was where John 
saw the MNS kiosk and joined the 
organization. It was also where, in the 
1920s, John’s father picked prairie 
crocuses and harebells for his mother, 

before it was 
a shopping 

mall, or a polo 
field. John served 

on the board of the 
MNS, and after provocation 

from a pessimistic government bureau-
crat, joined forces with Marilyn Latta to 
start the Habitat Committee. The commit-
tee’s ‘discovery’ of the largest untouched 
prairie in Manitoba came from an infrared 

satellite image that John 
found, and led to the 
establishment of Mani-
toba’s Tall Grass Prairie 
Preserve, near Tolstoi. 

In 1987, John and Carol, along with their 
two daughters, decided to move out of the 
city onto a small farm, and begin a 
business in prairie restoration. They found 
their ideal land just outside of Argyle, and 
Prairie Habitats Inc. was born. It was not 
an easy start, “Looking back, we were 
nuts...” John laughs. They were one of the 
first to start selling native prairie plants, 
grown in their greenhouse, but it was the 
low-impact seed collector that John and a 
local machinist, Don Pomeroy, designed 
and built, that really helped their busi-
ness. The machines could collect as many 
seeds in one day as they could hand-
collect over 5 years, with no harmful 
effects on the prairie plants, and have 
now been sold in over 30 countries.

John still helps people restore native 
prairies, grows native seed, consults and 
teaches native landscaping workshops at 
Living Prairie Museum. He is helping 
organize an epic conference on native 
prairies – be sure to read about it on 
pages 1 & 5.

JOHN 
MORGAN

  Giant Garage Sale
Sat. April 28th, 2012

9:30-noon at the Westminster 
United Church. Donations 
are accepted at the church 

(basement) on Friday evening, 
between 6-9pm, or call the office 
at 943-9029 to drop it off there in 

advance. No TVs or monitors. 

If you are reading this after 
the sale: THANK YOU to all 

of the volunteers who helped 
with the 2012 Garage Sale, 

as well as to all of those who 
donated items for sale.

Welcome New Members!
Feb. 15th 2011 - Apr. 14th, 2012:

Jordan Becker
Linda Cameron

Chris Hay
John Hebert

Benita Kliewer
Rene Laberge

John & Pat Lumley
Carol Martin

Shauna McQuarrie
Michelle Mico

Shelagh Parken
Stan Skrypetz
David Strong

Ted Wakefield, Theresa Gerelus 
& Stephanie Wakefield

Nature Manitoba  
Scholarship Recipient
The University of Manitoba has 
awarded the Nature Manitoba 
scholarship ($500) for 2011-12 

to Kathleen Sheppard, a Masters 
student in the Department of 

Biological Sciences. The award has 
been supplemented by the Province 
of Manitoba through the Manitoba 
Scholarship and Bursary Initiative.

Katie is studying the food web 
dynamics and bioenergetics 
surrounding Lake Winnipeg’s 

commercially important fish species, 
walleye (pickerel) and sauger.

“Looking back, we 
were nuts...” 



 Page 4 Nature Manitoba News Vol. 4, Issue 3 - May / June 2012

Encounters of the       Natural Kind
Please send us your short stories 

(approx. 300-500 words) of interesting 
encounters with Manitoba nature.

Not Just Birds
by Nella Schmidt

It was a brilliant calm Sunday 
morning. Its crispness was amplified 
with each crunching step I took on 

the crusted snow. The path led towards 
one of the bird feeder locations in Birds 
Hill Park. Since this area had been 
vandalized of its feeders in previous 
years, I wondered if they had been 
replaced. As I neared, the blue colour 
of the feeders, which cut through the 
branches, confirmed new ones. 

Approaching, I noticed a flock of Black-
capped Chickadees perched on the twigs 
and branches of a shrub beside a feeder.  
I stopped. Silent and immobile, they all 
faced me, waiting. So many chickadees 
simultaneously motionless??? An incred-
ible, thrilling and indelible image! “What 

a photo!” I thought. Then I glanced at 
the feeder. It was depleted. They were 
anticipating food. When they noticed 
my empty hands, they scattered. I felt 
awful. The emptiness within and around 
me could not have been more poignant.

Turning, I wound my way back to the car, 
opened the trunk and pulled out a bag of 

sunflower seeds. I should have brought 
them with me initially. This time when I 
arrived at the feeders, I had to look for 
the chickadees. While I filled the feeder 
that I could reach, one courageous 
feathered biped tentatively selected a 
seed. I scattered more on the ground. 
One by one the birds returned and 
feasted undeterred by my proximity. It 
was especially heart-warming when a 
few chickadees alighted on my out-
stretched hand, chirped and selected 
their nourishment.

As I watched and photographed, I could 
not help but compare the chickadees to 
people. Many came, took and flew off, 
while only a couple passed on their joy 
to me when they landed on my hand. 
Surrounded by their songs, calls and 
energetic fluttering, I realized that in this 
moment of time they were not just birds.

Just Say “No”...
to Peat Moss
by Donna Danyluk

The cover story in our March/April 
issue was about the proposed  
Hay Point Bog Peat Mine and  

the unsustainability of the peat mining 
industry. Here are just a few basic tips 
for the home gardener about alterna-
tives to this horticultural product. There 
are many good resources of information 
on the internet. Two examples of 
Canadian articles are: 

 » “Does Peat Moss Have a Place in the 
Ecological Garden?” from Natural Life 
Magazine: www.naturallifemagazine.
com/0712/asknlpeat.html 

 » “For Peat’s Sake” from Green Living 
Online: www.greenlivingonline.com/
article/peat’s-sake.

Compost, that ultimate recycled 
material, is a much more effective 
and beneficial soil amendment than 
peat moss, which is an inert substance 
with little or no nutrient value. Leaf 
mold (or “lazy person’s compost”, 

produced by the natural decay process 
of leaves) and well-rotted manures 
are other good alternatives.

When applied as a mulch, peat moss 
tends to dry out and blow away; use 
wood chips, compost, leaf mold, grass 
clippings or straw instead.

Coir, the fibrous outer husks of coconuts, 
is becoming more common as an 

alternative growing medium for 
starting plants. Of course, it is shipped 
from distant places such as the 
Philippines, so is not without an 
environmental impact.

Commercial potting soils and topsoil 
mixes, whether in bags or bulk from 
landscaping suppliers, often contain 
peat moss. When ordering bulk topsoil, 
ask the supplier about the components 
of their mix, and choose one with the 
least amount of (or no) peat moss.

As the major consumers of peat  
moss, the horticultural, nursery and 
landscaping trades are looking at 
sustainable alternatives, such as 
various wood-based products. (A U.S. 
company, Organix, has developed a 
“renewable peat-free alternative” 
called RePeet, a by-product from  
the dairy industry, of all things.) For 
the home gardener, it’s a no-brainer – 
 if there are better and more sustain-
able alternatives such as compost, why 
use peat moss? By not buying one of 
those big bales at the garden centre, 
you will be doing your part to reduce 
the market for a resource that is far 
more valuable when left in our bogs!
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Sphagnum moss should 
be left in our bogs as a 

growing medium for plants 
such as this Heart-leaved 

Twayblade (Listera cordata).



Vol. 4, Issue 3 - May / June 2012 Nature Manitoba News Page 5

Canada, the US, and Europe. We had field trips to 
prairies on islands in Lake Erie and a 2,400 hectare tall 
grass prairie preserve on Walpole Island First Nation. 
We learned more about prairie ecology, history and 
restoration from sages of prairie research and experience 
like Peter Schramm and Steve Packard from Illinois and 
Jim Truax from Minnesota. Peter had been working on 
restoring prairies longer than I had been alive. Steve 
could take one look at a prairie remnant and tell you in 
detail about its history for the last 200 years. Jim had 
spent his whole life developing equipment specifically for 
restoring native grasslands. As fledgling prairie enthusiasts, 
Jackie and I could not believe what 400+ other prairie 
people had to share, and with so much enthusiasm.

Prairie experts coming to Winnipeg
Over the years, others from across Canada and the world 
have gone to this biennial celebration of the wonders of 
native prairies. Without exception, they 
come back absolutely bubbling over 
with prairie “stuff”. From August 6 
to 10, 2012, the first North American 
Prairie Conference (NAPC) in western 
Canada will be held in Winnipeg, at 
the University of Manitoba. This will be 
the 23rd in a series of NAPC’s started by Peter Schramm in 
1970. This interdisciplinary forum for presentations, field 
trips and practical demos highlighting our native prairies is 
expected to draw 400 to 600 folks from several countries.

To say we are excited about this conference is an un-
derstatement. Planning has been ongoing for almost 
two years. Keynote speakers – authors Sharon Butala, 
Candace Savage, Wes Jackson and prairie enthusiast Dave 
Young – will start us off on the right foot. There will be 

an entire session on the Western Prairie Fringed Orchid. 
Other sessions will provide the most current and practical 
information about the fascinating ecology of one of the 
world’s most productive, yet endangered, natural areas. 
How to restore prairies from backyards to quarter-sections, 
exciting advances in the use of native species for foods 
and medicines, the role of prairies in our diverse cultural 
make-up, their fascinating natural and human histories, 
bugs and beasties of the plains, soils and wetlands, 
plus much more will be covered in the NAPC 2012.

Manitoba’s prairies showcased
Field trips to unique original and restored native prairies 
around southern Manitoba will be a highlight. Manitoba 
has the northernmost tall grass prairies and the easternmost 
mixed grass prairies in North America. We have some of 
the largest and most productive prairie wetlands, and a 
wonderful slice of the remaining prairie pothole district 
in the Rough Fescue Prairie. Winnipeg has the oldest 
prairie preserve in Canada, Living Prairie Museum, and 
some other great remnants and restorations. Magnificent 
Sandhill Prairies cover the “desert” of the Carberry/Shilo 
area. We also have that “other” grassland, the Arctic tundra. 

One of the pre-conference field trips 
will be to Churchill to see the tundra 
and its polar bears with Dr. Karen 
Johnson, author of The Wildflowers 
of Churchill, and former Curator of 
Botany at the Manitoba Museum. 

The 23rd North American Prairie 
Conference is open to anyone with an interest in 
prairie – students, landowners, conservationists and 
prairie enthusiasts. This conference is designed to bring 
together the best minds in prairie for a giant brainstorm 
and celebration of epic proportions. You don’t have to be 
a scientist to come or to present, you just have to have 
an interest in the ecosystem that supports us all. Take 
a look at our website www.napc2012.org and please 
join us from August 6 to 10th. Hope to see you there!!

Call for Volunteers for NAPC 2012
Interested in helping at the  
conference and/or billeting attendees?  
Email us at info@napc2012.org,   
call the Living Prairie Museum at 832-0167, 
or call John Morgan at 467-9371.

Western Canada’s First North  
American Prairie Conference 

(...continued from page 1)

“Field trips to unique 
original and restored 

native prairies around southern 
Manitoba will be a highlight.”

www.napc2012.org
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by Peter Taylor

In my early years at Pinawa, during the late 1970s, I encoun-
tered Franklin’s Ground Squirrels quite frequently at picnic 
sites, cottage areas, the local golf course, and even occasion-

ally in my own yard. They were common enough that two 
Pinawa-based mammalogists, Stu Iverson and Brian Turner, 
published a five-year (1967-1971) study of the species’ biology. 
The squirrels’ loud whistles and trills puzzled me more than 
once on bird outings as far into the boreal forest as Bird River, 
Pointe du Bois, and parts of the Whiteshell. Unfortunately I did 

not keep systematic records of these observations, but by the 
end of the 1980s they started to become less frequent, and it is 
now many years since I have found a Franklin’s Ground 
Squirrel in the immediate Pinawa area.

Searching the internet turns up diverse articles on this animal, 
from conservation studies of threatened populations in Illinois 
and Indiana to advice on its eradication in areas of abundance. 
Its declining numbers in the east make me wonder if scarcity in 
the Pinawa area is part of a wider pattern. Wet conditions in 
recent years are doubtless a factor in local declines, and time 

alone will tell if drier 
periods in the future will 
reverse the trend.

Current, or at least recent, 
strongholds for Franklin’s 
Ground Squirrels include 
Birds Hill Provincial Park 
and the parks and communi-

ties along the east side of Lake Winnipeg from Patricia Beach to 
Victoria Beach. Previous studies showed that Franklin’s Ground 
Squirrels were sometimes abundant (though prone to fluctua-
tion in numbers) at Delta Marsh. There and in other prairie 
wetlands, this species gained a bad reputation as a waterfowl 
nest predator. At beach and park communities, they show little 
fear of humans, often setting up residence in the vicinity of 
concession stands (where they show a weakness for French 
fries) or burrowing under washrooms and other facilities.

The proximity of dry areas suitable for burrowing, such as 
sandy beach ridges, to wetter and more densely vegetated 
foraging areas seems to be an important habitat combination at 
lakeshores and other sites. There is little doubt that the current 
high waters on Manitoba’s large lakes have adversely affected 
the species. Some articles mention their attraction to railway 
lines, which also provide a slightly elevated, dry substrate for 
burrowing. This fits my observations along the old railway 
track-bed that forms the Prime Meridian Trail near Inwood in 
the southern Interlake. I have also found the species at an 
abandoned lumber camp in the Porcupine Hills – again, a 
shrubby setting with locally improved drainage – and there  
are several records northward to The Pas.

A Franklin’s 
Ground Squirrel 
at Grand Beach.  

A Franklin’s Ground 
Squirrel on the 
Prime Meridian Trail 
south of Inwood.

Have you seen a Franklin’s Ground Squirrel?

“...they show little 
fear of humans, often 
setting up residence 

in the vicinity of 
concession stands...”

A
ll 

P
ho

to
s:

 P
et

er
 T

ay
lo

r 



Vol. 4, Issue 3 - May / June 2012 Nature Manitoba News Page 7

An Identification Guide to Southern 
Manitoba’s Ground Squirrels 

The 4th edition (2006) of the Peterson Field Guide to 
Mammals of North America, by Fiona A. Reid, includes 
21 ground squirrels (often called gophers) of the genus 

Spermophilus. Many of these have limited ranges in the 
western U.S.A., and just six occur in Canada, four of them in 
Manitoba. The Arctic Ground Squirrel (S. parryii) occurs in 
the northernmost fringe of the province, while the Thirteen-
lined (S. tridecemlineatus), Franklin’s (S. franklinii), and 
Richardson’s Ground Squirrel (S. richardsonii) can be found 
in the south. These three species are typically active here 
during warm weather from April to October.

The smallest of the three is the Thirteen-lined Ground 
Squirrel, which is easily identified by its bold pattern of solid 
and dotted, light tan stripes on a dark brown back; the tail is 
proportionately quite long and slightly bushy. It might be 
mistaken for one of the chipmunks (Tamias sp.), which have 
a smaller number of solid dark and pale stripes. This squirrel 
can be found in many parts of southern Manitoba, especially 
in pastures and along road allowances, sometimes with 
burrow entrances right on the gravel road surface. The extent 
of its range seems to be exaggerated in some field guides, but 
the species occurs northward at least to Swan River in the 
west, and Gypsumville in the Interlake, eastward to the 
Winnipeg River from Pine Falls to Seven Sisters Falls, and to 
about the eastern limit of farmland farther south. Elsewhere 
it ranges east to Ohio, west to the Rockies, and southward 
through the Great Plains to the Texas coast. 

Richardson’s Ground Squirrels are yellowish tan, with 
richer buffy coloration mainly on the neck and underparts. 
They are quite heavily built, but short-tailed, thus resembling 

small prairie dogs (Cynomys sp.). Like some prairie dogs, they 
are highly colonial, typically occupying grazed pastureland 
from the three Prairie Provinces southward to Montana, the 
Dakotas, and western Minnesota. Many Nature Manitoba 
members will know the colony near the picnic tables east of 
the Oak Hammock Marsh headquarters. That is close to the 
eastern range limit for this species, which is not normally 
found east of the Red River, while in western Manitoba it 
occurs northward to the vicinity of Riding Mountain National 
Park. There are a few colonies within Winnipeg city limits.

Franklin’s Ground Squirrels are noticeably longer and 
slimmer than Richardson’s, and slightly heavier on average. 
This handsome rodent (yes, there is such a thing!) resembles 
a small Gray Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis), but has much 

smaller ears and a less bushy tail. Its light 
grey head and tail contrast with the slightly 
grizzled, brown body. As the name implies, 
this species generally sticks close to the 
ground in its preferred dry, shrubby habitat, 
though it readily climbs shrubs and small 
trees. Its overall range occupies a broad, 
diagonal band across the centre of the 
continent from eastern Alberta to Illinois 
and western Indiana, taking in a large 
triangular chunk of southern Manitoba. 
Unlike the two preceding species, it occurs 
well beyond prairie and farmland habitats 
into the fringes of the boreal forest, as 
described in the above article.

I am compiling information that I hope will provide a more 
detailed picture of this squirrel’s status in Manitoba. I would be 
most grateful for any recent observations, and especially any 
readers’ perceptions of the changing status (for better or 
worse) of Franklin’s Ground Squirrels in Manitoba and north-
western Ontario. 

If you have any information on this species, please email me at 
taylorp@granite.mb.ca, or send mail to P.O. Box 597, Pinawa, 
Manitoba R0E 1L0. If you wish, you can use the following 
questionnaire, adapted from a recent survey in Illinois.

1. Please list locations:
a. where you know that Franklin’s Ground Squirrels occur;
b. where you know that Franklin’s Ground Squirrels used 

to occur, but no longer do;
c. where any unconfirmed sightings have been reported;
d. where this species might occur (based on past records, 

suitability of habitat, etc.), even if you cannot confirm 
its presence.

2. In your opinion, is the Franklin’s Ground Squirrel population 
in your area stable, declining, or increasing? If you think that the 
species is declining, to what do you attribute this?

A Thirteen-lined 
Ground Squirrel at 
Lynchs Point, MB.

A Richardson’s 
Ground Squirrel at 
Oak Hammock Marsh. 
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Clarence Tillenius  
1913 -2012
by Robert Taylor

A distinguished artist, explorer, and 
naturalist, Clarence Tillenius was 
widely recognized for his artistic 

talents and broad knowledge of wildlife.  
Always willing to share his expertise and 
experiences, he influenced many budding 
artists and developed friendships 
wherever he travelled.

Clarence was born in the town of 
Sandridge in Manitoba’s Interlake region.  
As a youngster he spent much of his time 
outdoors connecting with the natural 
world around him. He also began to 
sketch many of the subjects that he 

observed, including portraits of the 
family dog.

In 1936, at the age of 23, Clarence lost 
his right arm while working on the 
railway in Northern Ontario. Encouraged 
by a nurse and a doctor while in the 
hospital at Sioux Lookout, he began to 
sketch with his left hand and his 
perseverance lead him to become an 
accomplished and prolific artist.

In addition to hundreds of beautiful 
paintings and thousands of sketches and 
illustrations, Clarence produced 18 
life-sized dioramas featuring Canadian 
wildlife at museums in Ottawa, 
Winnipeg, Edmonton, and Victoria. The 
largest of his dioramas is the magnificent 
Metis Buffalo Hunt at the Manitoba 
Museum, completed in 1970.

Throughout his life, Clarence spent much 
of his time in the field and his work 
conveys an authenticity that shows this 
close contact with the wildlife and 
landscapes which he portrayed.  

In 2005, in his early nineties, Clarence 
painted two of the large concrete bears 
for the Bears On Broadway project in 
support of CancerCare Manitoba. His 
bears, “Knights of the Polar Circle” and 
“Pondering Grizzly” endeared him to his 
fellow artists, with whom he worked 
alongside in a Winnipeg warehouse, and 
were a valued component of the “Bears 
On Broadway” project.

Clarence Tillenius received many 
honours for his art and for his contribu-
tion to environmental conservation and 
wildlife preservation. He was a founding 
member of the Society of Animal Artists 

in New York, a founding member of the 
Society for Wildlife Art in England, and 
past president and life member of the 
Manitoba Naturalists Society, now  
Nature Manitoba.

Among his other accolades, Clarence  
was awarded the Order of Manitoba in 
2003 and the Order of Canada in 2005 – 
 two of the highest honours given to 
distinguished Canadians. In 2007, his 
dioramas at the Canadian Museum of 
Nature in Ottawa were designated as 
National Treasures.

With his passing on January 22, 2012, 
Manitoba and Canada have lost a truly 
great artist, naturalist, and friend. 
Clarence’s legacy will live on through his 
treasured artworks and his influence on 
artists and naturalists far and wide.

Clarence painting 
“Pondering Grizzly” for 
Bears On Broadway –  
April 2005

Clarence at opening of 
the Bears On Broadway 

project – June 2005

The Mantario Committee is looking 
forward to another exciting Summer 
Program. If you haven’t yet decided 
how to spend your summer vacation, 
take advantage of the special 
discount offered to members for a 
fully guided and programmed week 
at the beautiful Mantario Cabin.

Members who would like to experience 
the Mantario Cabin for the first time 
outside of the Summer Program are 
welcome to inquire at the office about 
private or member-led trips as they arise. 

Photography & Fishing  
Marcel VanEerd & Marc Leclair 

July  9 - 13, 2012

Explore Mantario 
Leigh Cullen & Lorne Klassen 

July 16 - 20, 2012

Pixie Cups to Jack Pines 
Charles Burchill 

July 23 - 27, 2012

Family & Swimming 
Lesly Andrews & Kim Monson 

July 30 - Aug 3, 2012

Astronomy & Photography 
Jennifer West & Brian Hydesmith 

Aug 6 - 10, 2012

Family Week 
Gillian Brennan & Brian Hydesmith 

Aug 20 - 24, 2012
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Mantario
The Wilderness Experience

MANTARIO SUMMER PROGRAM 2012 RATES  5 Day Trip (includes food & t-shirt) 

Adult (non-members)  ................................................................................................... $415*
Members of Nature Manitoba  (also full-time students,  
                  seniors 65+, and youth aged 14-17 with parent)  ...................................... $380*
Under 18 (only for Family Weeks) ..................................................................................$140
(* Deduct $35 for early-bird registrations before June 1st)
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A.G.M. President’s Report
by Roger Turenne

Nature Manitoba is the “department 
store” of environmental groups. It has 
the most wide-ranging diversity of 

programs and activities of any other group 
in Manitoba. We are into publications; we support research; we 
are environmental lobbyists; we have a Wilderness Education 
Center in the remote reaches of the Whiteshell; we run a public 
lecture series as well as workshops; and we organize over 100 
field trips and outdoor activities every year. No other group can 
match this. Therein lies our greatest strength and also our 
greatest challenge. How do we maintain the quality and high 
standards of these diverse programs, almost all of which are 
run by volunteers? It sounds like mission impossible, but year 
after year we manage to do it.

It is with some satisfaction that I look back 
on the achievements of the past year. Our 
finances are in good shape, most of our 
programs are running smoothly, and our 
membership numbers are holding up. As I 
am retiring after three years as your 
president, I look back not just on the past 
year but on the road traveled over the last 
three years.

My main concern three years ago was the steady erosion of our 
membership which I likened to a “slow-motion crisis.” I was 
convinced that unless we modernized our look and broadened 
our appeal, we would go the way of those service clubs that 
have money in the bank but not enough members or volunteers 
to carry out their mission. The reality is that we are in a highly 
competitive environment when it comes to matters 
environmental. Today there are more specialized outdoor 
activities groups, environmental lobbying groups, and 
educational groups which compete for the attention of our 
members or potential members. Whereas other groups need to 
be good at only one thing, we need to be good at doing a 
whole lot of things to remain relevant.

The name change was only the start of our modernizing 
process. We changed our committee structure to meet the new 
challenges. We placed a heavy emphasis on electronic media, 
especially our website which went through two major changes 
culminating in the appealing and interactive one we have now.

The old Indoor Program became Discovery Evenings, with 
topics and speakers that have a broad public appeal. To get a 
sense of how far we have come, just do a side-by-side 
comparison of a Bulletin of four or more years ago with the 
most recent issue of Nature Manitoba News.

Of course none of this would have much meaning if our 
membership did not hold up. But it has. We are, in fact, ever so 
slightly ahead of where we were three years ago. We have a 
high rate of attrition as a result of people moving, passing away 
or, for whatever reason, failing to renew their membership. But 
these losses are fully made up by the new members who 
constantly discover Nature Manitoba as the place to be if you 
are passionate about nature.

Among the noteworthy events of the past 
year were the establishment of the Little 
Limestone Lake Provincial Park which finally 
came into being after many years of hard 
work, and our hosting of the Nature Canada 
AGM last summer. Two major initiatives 
were launched in recent months. The first 
was the creation of the Nature Manitoba 

Bluebird Fund, thanks to a generous donation of almost 
$200,000, that will work towards the enhancement of songbird 
habitat in Manitoba. The second is our involvement in the 
Important Bird Areas initiative, for which a part-time 
coordinator has been hired and is now working in the Nature 
Manitoba office (see page 18-19).

None of the above could have been accomplished without the 
dedication and enthusiasm of our office staff and the many 
volunteers who make things happen. I especially want to thank 
our Office Manager Susan McLarty who is a pillar of strength 
for our organization. No matter how dedicated Susan may have 
been, it was unrealistic – and even unfair – to rely on her 

“Our finances are in 
good shape, most of 

our programs are running 
smoothly, and our membership 
numbers are holding up.”

(continued on page 20...)

 » 1600 SF insulated cottage 
 » 300 SF 3 season veranda
 » Front and back decks  
 » Two story addition in 2000:  

4 large bedrooms (all 10’ X 12’)
 » One 3 piece bathroom 
 » Seasonal water 
 » Electric baseboard heat 

 » Aluminum dock 
 » Pad & post foundation, 

upgraded 2011
 » Wood exterior siding
 » Large storage shed
 » Great fishing, hiking, 

swimming & canoeing

WHITESHELL PROVINCIAL PARK
Pointe du Bois, BLOCK 7, LOT 15

PRIVATE SALE: $219,000.00
CALL CLAUDE: 204.228.2814

WATERFRONT COTTAGE FOR SALE 
Well-treed yard, easy water access with small sand beach. 
Great view - all directions! 1 1/2 hours from north perimeter.
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PRESIDENT’S AWARD 
to Les McCann

The person who is about to receive this 
President’s Award does not expect to 

receive it, and it will be a surprise to 
him. This is typical of such individuals. 
They volunteer, and are just all-around 
helpful, year after year, expecting no 
other reward than the companionship of 
fellow naturalists and the satisfaction of 
having accomplished something for 
others as well as for themselves.

I knew the recipient of this award would 
be here this evening because I asked him, 
as I had in the past, to bring his camera 
to take pictures for the newsletter. Les 
McCann will now have to hand his 
camera over to someone else for this first 
award because he’s the recipient. I also 
knew he’d be here because of his work as 
Chair of our Nominations Committee.

Les is a pillar of this organization, a 
ubiquitous and welcome presence. He 
has served Nature Manitoba in a great 
many capacities over the years, including 

PRAIRIE CROCUS AWARD  
to Hon. Bill Blaikie
Presented by Roger Turenne

A politician’s lot is not an easy one.  
He or she is constantly torn between 

what one faction wants versus another, 
or between what is deemed desirable 
and what is feasible with the available 
resources. This is never more true than 
in the field of environmental protection.

The setting aside of natural areas for 
conservation purposes is invariably 
accompanied by strong opposition. For 
every square meter of this planet, there 
is probably somebody somewhere that 
will think of a way to make a buck from 
it. The history of conservation in North 
America is one of epic struggles where 
nature did not always win. But it is also  
a history of farsighted public figures who 
took a stand for a piece of the planet.

The Prairie Crocus Award is presented by 
Nature Manitoba “for outstanding service 
in preserving a part of Manitoba in its 
natural state.” This year’s recipient of the 
award is a man who has been instrumen-
tal in preserving not one, but five parts 
of Manitoba as provincial parks. Bill 
Blaikie was Manitoba’s minister of 
Conservation for two years before 
retiring last fall. During his term of 
office, he established more provincial 
parks in a one-year period than any other 
minister in the history of Manitoba parks. 
These parks are: Nueltin Lake Provincial 
Park, Colvin Lake Provincial Park, Birch 
Island Provincial Park, Little Limestone 
Lake Provincial Park, and Fisher Bay 
Provincial Park. 

In fairness, Mr. Blaikie didn’t create these 
parks all by himself. All of them were at 
some stage of development before he 
became minister. I would be remiss if I 
did not mention Mr. Blaikie’s predeces-
sor, Stan Struthers, who really got the 
ball rolling with respect to Little Lime-
stone Lake. But it was under Mr. Blaikie’s 
watch that the final push was made, the 
tough decisions taken.

When I met Mr. Blaikie for the first time 
in his office, I immediately noticed a map 
of the Mantario trail framed on his wall. 
Hey, I thought to myself, this guy is 
alright. But when we sat down to 
business, one of the first things he said 
was that he had just been in a meeting 
with people who told him that Manitoba 
had too many parks. Uh oh! I was there 
with Ron Thiessen of CPAWS, and Mr. 
Blaikie knew we were there to make the 
case for new protected areas. As a 
seasoned politician, he knew that he 
would not be in a position to give us 
everything we wanted, so he immedi-

ately started to lower our expectations. 
He failed.

At the time, some of the park proposals, 
especially Little limestone Lake, fell  
far short of what we considered would 
be necessary for meaningful protection. 
We went through a lengthy period of 
difficult and sometimes tense negotia-
tions on the proposed boundaries of 
these parks. We made life a bit difficult 
for Mr. Blaikie by forming a common 
front with Mosakahiken Cree Nation to 
insist on expanded boundaries for the 
proposed park. We knew that the 
minister was being pulled in the opposite 
direction by the mining industry and by 
one or more of his cabinet colleagues. 
His job was not easy.

As the election date approached last year 
and the urgency of concluding an 
agreement became more pressing, we 
proposed a compromise in the form of a 
Memorandum of Understanding which 
would explicitly recognize the 
inadequacy of the new park boundaries 
and establish a process to work towards 
an improvement. There was no 
precedent for this and we figured we had 
no better than a 50-50 chance of 
agreement. Shortly after, we got word 
from officials in Manitoba Conservation 
that our wording for the MOU had been 
accepted. We knew then that Mr. Blaikie 
had gone to bat for the park, had shown 
courage and determination in getting his 
colleagues to go along.

We live in an imperfect world and we 
must recognize the constraints that a 
minister operates under.  When he does 
his best, and when that best produces 
five great provincial parks in a single 
year, this deserves to be publicly 
acknowledged and celebrated.

“During his term of office, [Mr. 
Blaikie] established more 

provincial parks in a one-year 
period than any other minister in 
the history of Manitoba parks.”

2012 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AWARD CITATIONS
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SERVICE AWARD  
to Gordon Grieef

Gord Grieef has been a birder and 
Nature Manitoba member for 

decades. In 1976 he became one of the 
charter members of the Manitoba Rare 
Bird Alert. From this group rose the 
Manitoba Avian Research Committee, 
which has been responsible for the  
production of various bird checklists, 
bird-finding guides and that ornithologi-
cal bible, The Birds of Manitoba. Gord 
made valuable contributions to all  
these endeavours.

After stints by Phil Horch and George 
Holland, Gord took on the task of writing 
the Bird News column for the Bulletin, 

now Nature Manitoba News, and he has 
faithfully filled that task now for over 25 
years, making Bird News without a doubt 
the longest continuously running column 
in our newsletter. 

A testament to the popularity of this 
column and its accompanying spread-
sheet of bird sightings is the fact that, 
when a few years ago it became known 
that we were contemplating changes to 
the Bulletin, more than one member told 
us unequivocally “don’t you dare get rid 
of the Bird News spreadsheet”!

A testament to Gord’s loyalty to this task 
is that two years ago, he was considering 
stepping down and attempted unsuccess-
fully to find a replacement. But when he 
found out that the change in our publica-
tion schedule meant he would only have 

6 deadlines a year rather than 10,  
he agreed to continue producing the 
column. And we continue to be ex-
tremely grateful for his contributions.

PRESIDENT’S AWARD  
to Dianne Beaven

The next recipient of the President’s 
Award also goes to a person who 

does not expect it. Before I announce 
who it is, and surprise her, I will ask a 
rhetorical question: Have those of you 
who are regular attendees of our 
Discovery Evenings noticed how smooth-
ly everything runs? 

Our speakers have noticed. One of them 
wrote afterwards to say that he was 
frequently invited to speak to various 
groups and had never seen a program 
with such flawless organization.

Even if you are not aware of what 
happens behind the scenes, you no doubt 
notice each evening the person with the 
pleasant smile waiting near the entrance, 
discreetly looking around to make sure 
everything is going well. That person is 

Dianne Beaven, and she deserves an 
award for her dedication.

Now Dianne, with her usual modesty, 
will be the first to say that the organiza-
tion of Discovery Evenings is a collabora-
tive effort. There is much truth to that  
of course and indeed other members of 
the Indoor Programs Committee have 
also been recognized with awards, 
including our first recipient of this 
evening, Les McCann. 

But Dianne is not just another member  
of that group. Even though she did not 
want to chair this committee, she 
nonetheless gives it focus and direction. 
Dianne is meticulous in her dealings with 
the CCFM and no detail is too small to 
escape her attention. She is always 
thinking ahead to the next program, 
anticipating any problems that might 
arise. Her friendly demeanour and 
personal touch is extended to our 
speakers, volunteers and audience. 

Meetings of the committee take place  
at her house and, without being the 
chairperson, she… chairs the meetings. 
She also serves up some very scrump-
tious food. 

Having someone of Dianne’s dedication 
and thoroughness to look after the nuts 
and bolts of this program means that I 
don’t have to worry about it and that has 
made my life as President easier. 

being Secretary to the Board and my 
immediate predecessor as President. He 
has led innumerable trips for the 
Outdoor Committee, including one 
almost a quarter of a century ago when I 
first met him. That trip was a near 
disaster and was the subject of good-
natured ribbing among the survivors for 
many years. But that’s the thing about 
Les: he can laugh at himself with 
abandon and bears no grudges. He can 
lose an argument and be as happy as if 
he’d prevailed.

Les’s experience in so many aspects of 
our organization and his continued 
presence on the Board has provided an 
institutional memory which has been 
most useful to me during my term as 
President. I have always been impressed 
with Les’s desire to share his passion for 
nature with others. He does this with the 
Bridging the Gap Program, leading trips, 
volunteering for work parties, helping 
with garage sales, and always being one 
of the first to volunteer to set up and 
staff our kiosk at various events.

Don Himbeault gives his first speech as 
the new president of Nature Manitoba.
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To receive weekly updates of outdoor activities, send a message to triplist@naturemanitoba.ca.

Hiking at Narcisse Nature Area
Sat. April 28th

Hike around the Narcisse area where 
the snake dens may be in full spring 

mode. Will leave around 9am.     
Contact Bryon Burvill at 233-7904 

or bpb1@mymts.net. [Rate 2-3]

Pembina Valley 
Provincial Park Hike

Sat. May 5th
Join Marcel Lacroix for a hike in beautiful 
Pembina Valley Provincial Park. Marcel is a 
bird and nature lover, and this park offers 

picturesque vistas and bird sightings.  
Contact Marcel at 231-8533 or 

marcel_lacroix@hotmail.com. [Rate 2-3]

Nutimik Lake to Pine 
Point Rapids Hike

Sat. May 12th
Explore this newly linked-up section of the 
TransCanada Trail in Whiteshell Provincial 

Park, from Sturgeon Falls through to 
Bannock Point and Pine Point Rapids.   

Contact Rose at 338-9369 or 
rkuzina@mymts.net. [Rate 2-3]

The TransCanada Trail via the 
South Whiteshell Section

Sat. May 19th
 Join Les McCann to explore a 

portion of the South Whiteshell 
section of the TransCanada trail. 
Register with Les at 895-8108 or 

lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 2-3]

Spurge Purge and Plant Walk
Sat. June 23rd

Join the Habitat Committee on their 
annual mission to count and pull out 

leafy spurge in study plots on one of our 
prairies.  The plan is to meet at 9am at 
the Loewen Prairie (4 km east of Tolstoi 
on PR209) and work for 2-3 hours then 

eat lunch at the interpretive trail and 
go for a plant walk. It’s a great way 

to help preserve the tall grass prairie 
and learn more about the plants like 
the Western Prairie Fringed Orchid, 
which may be blooming at this time. 
Please register with Marilyn Latta at 

253-9245 ahead of time so that you can 
be notified if the date or time need to 

be changed due to weather or flowering 
stage of the spurge. Car pooling will 

be arranged as needed. [Rate 2]

The TransCanada Trail via the 
North Whiteshell Section

Sat. June 30th
Join Les McCann to explore a 

portion of the North Whiteshell 
section of the TransCanada trail. 
Register with Les at 895-8108 or 

lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 2-3]

Please visit www.naturemanitoba.ca 
for more detailed descriptions of these 

extended summer canoe trips:

Milk River Canoe Trip
Fri. August 10th - Tue. August 14th

Contact Shannon Healy at 218-2176 or 
vuorikiipeilija@gmail.com. [Rate 5]

Eastern MB Canoe Adventure
Third Week of August

E-mail Jerry at raven981@mts.net for 
more info and/or to book a spot. [Rate 5]

Quetico Canoe Trip
Sat. August 18th - Sat. August 26th

For more information, contact Sean at 
781-0796 or srworden@mts.net. [Rate 5]

Trip Leader Forms
Nature Manitoba’s Trip Leader forms are 
available on our website, in the “Outdoor 

Activities” section under “Trip Leader 
Forms”. Please fill them out for every trip, 
and return them to the Nature Manitoba 

office. Contact the office if you would 
prefer paper copies mailed to you.

Walk in the Park for Hope

We will be conducting a series of 
casual walks in a variety of City Parks, 

called Walk in the Park for Hope. 
They will be 10 min. to 2 hour walks, 

dependent on participant wishes, to be 
lead initially by Henry Redekop. Meet 
on Sundays at 1:00pm as follows: 

Sunday, May 6th 
Kilcona Park at the  

McIvor Ave. parking lot

Sunday, May 13th 
 St. Vital Park at the duck pond

Sunday, May 20th 
No designated walk (long weekend)

Sunday, May 27th 
Assiniboine Park at the duck pond

Sunday, June 3rd 
Kildonan Park at the duck pond

Sunday, June 10th 
Kilcona Park at the  

McIvor Ave. parking lot

Sunday, June 17th 
St. Vital Park at the duck pond

Sunday, June 24th 
Assiniboine Park at the duck pond

Help Shape the Future of 
Birds Hill Provincial Park!

The Manitoba government has 
prepared a draft management plan 
for Birds Hill Park. The plan will set 
long-term direction for the park, and 

establish guidelines for environmental 
protection and recreational use. 
The plan is available online at 
manitobaparks.com. Deadline 
for public input (which can be 

submitted onlnie) is June 11, 2012.

June field trips with Native 
Orchid Conservation Inc.

See full listing and registration details at:

www.nativeorchid.org/fieldtrips12.htm
Nature Manitoba has a group membership 
with NOCI, so Nature Manitoba members 

are eligible to register for these trips.
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(Generally on Wednesdays)

Any Nature Manitoba members are 
welcome to join the Grey Hares on trips. 

An easier trip is usually possible if someone 
is willing to lead a leisurely group.

Hike the Mars Hills Trails
Wed. May 2nd   

Hike the Mars Hills trails near Libau, with 
the possibility of also hiking the Lac du 
Bonnet trails further along Hwy 317. 

Les McCann at 895-8108 [Rate 2]
 

Cycle West Winnipeg
Wed. May 9th

Cycle trip from Assiniboine Park, ending 
either in west Winnipeg, or Beaudry Park.

Ted Harvey at 889-5725. [Rate 3]
 

Spring Photo Tour
Wed. May 16th

Drive through the Whiteshell with 
Al and Thelma Ross. Capture the 

colours, get tips on photography from a 
professional, or just enjoy the trip and 

company! No hiking, an easy trip. 
Al Ross at 853-2047. [Rate 1]

Cycle Transcona Trails
Wed. May 23rd

Cycle tour of the Transcona trails including 
the new Active Transportation Trails.
Jim Bromley at 663-9423. [Rate 2-3]

Cycle South Winnipeg
Wed. May 30th

Cycle the South Winnipeg trails 
including the new trails of Bridgewater 

Forest, Henteleff and Normandy 
Parks as well the Bois-des-Esprit.

Daniela Rempel at 633-0668. [Rate 2-3]

Cycle River Road
Wed. June 13th

Cycle River Rd. north to Selkirk.
Marilyn Hurrell at 832-8908. [Rate 2]

Cycle South-East Winnipeg
Wed. June 27th

Cycle from the Forks around 
south-east Winnipeg.

Brian & Sharron Bettess  
at 256-2248. [Rate 2-3]

GENERAL RATING 
GUIDELINES APPLICABLE 

TO ALL ACTIVITIES 
Rate 1 Novice:  Typically 2 to 3 hours 

duration. Little or no experience required. 
Easy terrain. Limited physical fitness 

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

Rate 2 Intermediate:  Typically 4-6 hours 
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable. Some steep or difficult terrain. 

Moderate physical fitness required. 
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

Rate 3 Advanced:  Typically full day trip. 
Previous experience, significant skill and 

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult terrain. Sustained strenuous activity 

required. Weather not normally severe. 

Rate 4 Advanced:  Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 

equipment and skills. Effects of inclement 
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

Rate 5 Advanced:  Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Possible severe 
weather conditions – wind, cold rain, 
sleet – may halt trip and demand use 
of skilled survival techniques or make 

accidents or physical injuries life threatening.  
Aid or rescue is difficult to obtain. 

PLEASE NOTE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot 
be reached, call the office at 943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS
Wednesdays in May

Meet Ward Christianson and 
Marlene Waldron at 6:30 pm 

at the following locations:

Wed. May 2: Assiniboine Park
Meet at the English Garden Entrance.

Wed. May 9: St. Vital Park
Meet at the Duck Pond Parking lot.

Wed. May 16: Bunn’s Creek Park
Meet at the parking lot on

Henderson Hwy across from the park.

Wed. May 23: King’s Park
Meet in the main parking lot.

Wed. May 30: La Barriere Park
Meet in the main parking lot.

Register through the office at 943-9029 or 
email info@naturemanitoba.ca. [Rate 1-2] 

Seven Sisters Falls
Sat. May 5th

We hope to see waterfowl, raptors, 
cranes and more on this traditional 

Nature Manitoba spring outing.  
Call Rudolf Koes (661-0763) for more 

information, including a meeting 
location in Winnipeg. [Rate 1-2]

Shoal Lakes/St. Ambroise/Delta
Sat. May 19th

The itinerary will depend on the 
accessibility of the various areas, 

but we should see lots of waterbirds 
and possibly many warblers.  

Please call Rudolf Koes at 661-0763 
for information. [Rate 1-2]

An Evening Of Chimney Gazing
Mon. June 4th

Come out for our Chimney Swift Watch in 
St. Adolphe – see our five active chimneys 
in a small area, plus one of our artificial 
nest structures. You may even win a door 

prize! Bring a chair and a pair of binoculars 
and join us from 8pm at the parking lot 
behind the RM of Ritchot offices at 352 
Main St. in St. Adolphe, 20 km south of 

Winnipeg on Hwy 200 (St. Mary’s Road).
For more information, call Frank 
Machovec at 798-6275. [Rate 1]
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by Gordon Grieef

This month’s sightings table covers 
birds seen in December through 
March. Normally the column 

covers a two month period but the last 
issue of Nature Manitoba News 
summarized the Christmas Bird Counts 
for all of Manitoba and thus this issue 
covers a four-month period.

In my last column I noted that a 
Baltimore Oriole was seen on November 
22, 2011. This bird was subsequently 
seen as late as December 30 which is the 
latest sighting on record for this species.

On January 1, 2012 a Gray-crowned 
Rosy-Finch was sighted at a feeder in 
Kenton in western Manitoba. A second 
bird was found in Winnipeg on January 
29 and then a third one on February 20 
at Erickson. These birds are normally 
found in the western mountains but do 
wander as far east as Manitoba every 
few years. The Winnipeg bird is of the 
“Hepburn’s” race which normally occurs 
in the coastal mountains whereas the 
other two are of the nominate race 
which occurs in the interior mountains.

I only have sufficient room to include a 
few of the spring hawk migration 

sightings, and I’ve concentrated on the 
higher numbers. The best day for eagles 
at Windygates was March 9 when Al 
Schritt counted 150 Bald Eagles and 15 
Golden Eagles – truly phenomenal 
numbers for so early in the year. If 
anyone is interested in seeing the 
numbers of raptors that are returning to 
Manitoba via the Pembina Valley 
southwest of Morden, they can log onto 
www.hawkcount.org/month_
summary.php?rsite=646. 

There were mid-March sightings of 
Wood Duck, Northern Shoveler, 
Northern Pintail, Green-winged Teal, 
Redhead, Ring-necked Duck and Lesser 
Scaup. For all of these species these 
were record or near-record early dates.

If you have some unusual winter or spring 
bird sightings be sure to send them to me 
at 31 Kara Cove, Winnipeg, R2N 3C2 or 
you can e-mail your sightings to me at 
ggrieef@mts.net.

Species #’s Date Location Observers
Snow Goose 1 Mar 14 12 Gimli J. Martin
Ross's Goose 1 Mar 25 12 Lac du Bonnet P. Taylor
Canada Goose 3 Dec 3 11 Lac du Bonnet P. Taylor, Nature Manitoba group
Canada Goose 4 Feb 6 12 Lockport G. Machnee
Canada Goose 5 Feb 18 12 Winnipeg G. & J. Grieef
Canada Goose 20000 Mar 13 12 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles
Trumpeter Swan 1 Mar 24 12 Hecla Island P. Friesen
Tundra Swan 4 Mar 15 12 Winkler R. Wiebe
Mallard 41 Feb 18 12 Winnipeg G. & J. Grieef
Lesser Scaup 1 Dec 1 11 Grand Rapids J. Kayer
Lesser Scaup 1 Dec 11 11 Pine Falls P. Taylor
Long-tailed Duck 2 Dec 3 11 McArthur Falls P. Taylor, Nature Manitoba group
Common Goldeneye 18 Dec 1 11 Grand Rapids J. Kayer
Common Goldeneye 17 Dec 3 11 Great Falls P. Taylor, Nature Manitoba group
Common Goldeneye 9 Dec 3 11 Pine Falls P. Taylor, Nature Manitoba group
Common Merganser 38 Dec 3 11 Pine Falls P. Taylor, Nature Manitoba group
Common Merganser 1 Jan 4 12 Silver Falls P. Taylor
Red-breasted Merganser 1 Dec 1 11 Pine Falls R. Koes, P. Taylor
American White Pelican 4 Mar 24 12 Winnipeg B. Taylor
Common Loon 1 Dec 3 11 Pine Falls P. Taylor, Nature Manitoba group
Horned Grebe 1 Dec 10 11 Lac du Bonnet P. Taylor, A. Drabyk
Red-necked Grebe 1 Dec 1 11 Pine Falls R. Koes, P. Taylor
Double-crested Cormorant 5 Dec 3 11 Pine Falls P. Taylor, Nature Manitoba group
Great Blue Heron 1 Mar 16 12 Eden R. Demey
Bald Eagle 15 Feb 19 12 Windygates A. Schritt
Bald Eagle 117 Mar 16 12 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 Dec 6 11 Landmark F. Giesbrecht, B. Neufeld
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 Dec 7 11 Starbuck C. Penner
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 Dec 10 11 Winnipeg T. Machonachie
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 Feb 6 12 Winnipeg R. Koes
Cooper's Hawk 1 Mar 14 12 Winnipeg L. de March
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 Mar 16 12 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
Red-tailed Hawk 1 Mar 10 12 Windygates A. Schritt
Golden Eagle 2 Feb 13 12 Windygates A. Schritt
Golden Eagle 5 Feb 19 12 Windygates A. Schritt
American Kestrel 1 Dec 4 11 Portage la Prairie C. Braden
American Kestrel 1 Dec 4 11 Elie H. Lane
American Kestrel 1 Dec 13 11 Randolph N. Butchard, L. Jansson
American Kestrel 1 Dec 14 11 Sperling R. Porteous, R. Clarke
American Kestrel 2 Feb 20 12 Portage la Prairie C. Braden
Gyrfalcon 1 Dec 30 11 Lac du Bonnet L. & J. Heshka
Gyrfalcon 1 Jan 14 12 Glenboro R. Nickel, W. Jansen, A. Ens, J. Peters
Gyrfalcon 1 Jan 29 12 Pinawa G. Lichter
Gyrfalcon 1 Feb 18 12 Oak Hammock Marsh P. Grieef
Gyrfalcon 1 Feb 23 12 Brightstone G. Budyk, D. Dodgson
Prairie Falcon 1 Dec 4 11 New Bothwell V. Reimer, L. & R. Giesbrecht
Sandhill Crane 2 Mar 16 12 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles
Wilson's Snipe 1 Mar 20 12 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles
American Woodcock 1 Mar 17 12 East Braintree R. Koes
Franklin's Gull 1 Jan 10 12 Winnipeg S. Oikawa
California Gull 2 Mar 30 12 Ste. Anne V. Reimer
Herring Gull 2 Dec 1 11 Pine Falls R. Koes, P. Taylor
Herring Gull 11 Mar 14 12 McArthur Falls P. Taylor
Glaucous Gull 1 Dec 1 11 Pine Falls R. Koes, P. Taylor
Eurasian Collared-Dove 2 Dec 10 11 Brandon M. Yorke, M. Reid
Eurasian Collared-Dove 1 Feb 12 12 Brandon area M. & C. Sangster
Eurasian Collared-Dove 1 Feb 14 12 St. Claude A. Cormier
Eurasian Collared-Dove 4 Feb 25 12 Swan River I. Jonsson
Mourning Dove 1 Jan 4 12 Seven Sisters L. Jansson, N. Butchard, R. Porteous
Mourning Dove 2 Mar 10 12 Winnipeg B. Robinson
Mourning Dove 1 Over wintered MacGregor D. Gamache
Northern Hawk Owl 1 Dec 11 11 Pinawa G. Campbell
Northern Hawk Owl 1 Dec 22 11 Portage la Prairie R. Binne
Northern Hawk Owl 1 Jan 5 12 Hecla Island B. Shettler
Northern Hawk Owl 1 Jan 17 12 Pinawa P. Taylor
Northern Hawk Owl 1 Jan 29 12 Lac du Bonnet G. Lichter
Northern Hawk Owl 1 Feb 22 12 Spruce Siding Road J. & P. Duncan
Northern Hawk Owl 1 Feb 26 12 Ste. Rita A. Davis
Barred Owl 1 Jan 5 12 Lewis G. Budyk, R. Koes, J. Weier
Barred Owl 1 Jan 7 12 Ste. Anne B. Shettler
Barred Owl 1 Feb 29 12 Zhoda J. Yatsko
Great Gray Owl 1 Dec 9 11 Spruce Siding Road L. Veelma
Great Gray Owl 1 Dec 24 12 Marchand D. Danyluk, I. Ward
Great Gray Owl 4 Mar 17 12 East Braintree R. Koes
Short-eared Owl 1 Dec 18 11 Blumenort L. Giesbrecht
Short-eared Owl 1 Feb 18 12 Brandon M. Yorke, M. Reid
Boreal Owl 1 Jan 5 12 Hecla Island B. Shettler
Boreal Owl 6 Mar 22 12 East Braintree J. & G. Grieef
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 Feb 26 12 Pinawa A. Davis, C. Rigney
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Dec 4 to Dec 29/11 Headingley B. Taylor
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Dec 6 to Dec 28/11 Kleefeld R. & C. Penner
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Dec 18/11 to Feb 28/12 Winnipeg G. Budyk, m.obs.
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Feb 10 12 Winnipeg R. Clarke
Am. Three-toed Woodpecker 4 Feb 20 12 Lewis G. Grieef
Black-backed Woodpecker 4 Jan 2 12 Lewis R. Parsons, L. Veelma, J. Swartz, A. Davis
Northern Flicker 1 Dec 3 11 Dufresne B. Krosney
Northern Flicker 1 Dec 29 11 Winnipeg R. Wiebe
Northern Flicker 1 Jan 5 12 Winnipeg S. Oikawa
Northern Flicker 1 Jan 8 12 Winnipeg L. Jansson
Northern Flicker 1 Feb 1 12 Winnipeg R. Clarke
Northern Flicker 1 Feb 24 12 Winnipeg G. Grieef
Horned Lark 1 Dec 1 11 Brunkild R. Parsons, L. Veelma
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
Horned Lark 2 Feb 14 12 Stonewall K. Gardner
Brown Creeper 2 Jan 2 12 Lewis R. Parsons, L. Veelma, J. Swartz, A. Davis
Brown Creeper 2 Jan 9 12 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Brown Creeper 1 Feb 17 12 Laurentia Beach D. & L. Oakford
House Wren 1 Jan 7 12 Steinbach H. Plett
Golden-crowned Kinglet 2 Dec 9 11 Headingley W. Jansen
Golden-crowned Kinglet 2 Dec 10/11 to Feb 6/12 Brandon M. Yorke, M. Reid
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 Mar 21 12 Winnipeg J. Swartz
Eastern Bluebird 2 Mar 11 12 Windygates A. Schritt
Townsend's Solitaire 1 Dec 2 11 Winnipeg J. Whitelaw
Townsend's Solitaire 2 Jan 2 to Jan 8/11 Winnipeg P. Richard, m.obs.
Townsend's Solitaire 1 Mar 24 12 Winnipeg J. Swartz
American Robin 1 Jan 16 12 Thompson R. Buchanan
American Robin 12 Jan 15 12 Winnipeg L. Pearn
American Robin 2 Feb 2 12 The Pas J. Kayer
Varied Thrush 1 Nov 19 to Dec 15/11 Richer K. Kilgour-Klann
Varied Thrush 1 Dec 28/11 to Feb 8/12 Winnipeg K. Elliott
Varied Thrush 1 Dec 25/11 to Feb 18/12 Hecla Island B. Shettler
Varied Thrush 1 Jan 8 12 St. Adolphe M. McKee
Northern Mockingbird 1 Dec 27 11 Minnedosa G. Richards, B. Crowston
Cedar Waxwing 1 Jan 1 12 Portage la Prairie C. Braden
Summer Tanager 1 Dec 1 11 Winnipeg C. Begley
American Tree Sparrow 75 Mar 29 12 Camp Morton B. Maciejko
Chipping Sparrow 1 Dec 21 11 Winnipeg L. Pearn
Chipping Sparrow 1 Jan 15 12 Winnipeg J. Weier
Fox Sparrow 1 Feb 2 12 Winnipeg R. Porteous
Song Sparrow 1 Mar 19 12 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles
White-throated Sparrow 1 Dec 2 11 Starbuck C. Penner
White-throated Sparrow 1 Dec 4 11 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
White-throated Sparrow 10 Dec 13 11 Winnipeg G. Budyk
White-throated Sparrow 1 Jan 17 12 Winnipeg J. Swartz
White-throated Sparrow 1 Jan 29 12 Winnipeg D. Wilson, J. Thomson
White-throated Sparrow 1 Mar 27 12 Winnipeg R. Clarke
Harris's Sparrow 1 Feb 1 12 Altona D. Elias
Harris's Sparrow 1 Mar 21 12 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Dark-eyed Junco 11 Feb 6 12 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Dark-eyed Junco 10 Feb 14 12 St. Claude A. Cormier
Lapland Longspur 35 Dec 1 11 Grant's Lake K. Gardner
Northern Cardinal 1 Dec 4 11 Winnipeg J. Boyko
Northern Cardinal 1 Dec 12 11 South Mistuhe Lake J. Kayer
Northern Cardinal 1 Jan 9 12 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Northern Cardinal 2 Feb 8 12 Winnipeg R. & J. Koes
Red-winged Blackbird 1 Dec 25/11 to Dec 28/11 Lockport L. Veelma, L. Pearn
Red-winged Blackbird 1 Dec 25 11 Thompson R. Buchanan
Red-winged Blackbird 2 Jan 1 12 Winnipeg K. Schulz
Red-winged Blackbird 29 Jan 15 12 Griswold C. Artuso, A. Davis, J. Swartz, L. Veelma
Yellow-headed Blackbird 1 Mar 20 12 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles
Brewer's Blackbird 1 Mid Nov to Minnedosa I. Thorleifson
Common Grackle 1 Nov 8/11 to Feb 29/12 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Baltimore Oriole 1 Dec 30 11 Matlock C. McPherson
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch 1 Jan 1 to Mar 18,12 Kenton B. & H. Sangster, m.obs.
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch 1 Jan 29 to Mar 11/12 Winnipeg K. Schulz, m.obs.
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch 1 Feb 20 to Mar 6/12 Erickson W. Vanderschuit
Purple Finch 1 Dec 1 11 Kleefeld N. Butchard, A. Mickey
House Finch 103 Jan 7 12 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Pine Siskin 1 Dec 3 11 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Pine Siskin 20 Dec 5 11 Morden R. Hiebert
American Goldfinch 7 Dec 22 11 Kleefeld D. Fast
American Goldfinch 1 Jan 15 12 Winnipeg J. Swartz
American Goldfinch 1 Feb 1 12 Winnipeg R. Clarke
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October BIRD TOUR of Los Tuxtlas, Veracruz, Mexico
A GREAT INTRODUCTION TO TROPICAL BIRDING!

Join Carolyn Curtis Hernandez, a long-time Manitoba birder, in a 9-DAY BIRDING TOUR 
of Los Tuxtlas Biosphere Reserve in Veracruz, Mexico. The expansive reserve consists 

of coastal plains, mangroves, montane forest, rainforest and Lake Catemaco.
Some of the sought after bird families include toucans, parrots, hummingbirds, woodcreepers, tropical 

flycatchers, tanagers and our own neotropical migrants on their wintering grounds. This is also the 
time of year to see hundreds of thousands of migrating raptors passing through the area.

Carolyn has regularly birded the area for ten years and is eager to introduce 
others to the beauty of Lake Catemaco and the Sierra de Los Tuxtlas.

The next trip is planned for OCTOBER 13 – 21, 2012. For details, please call 
Carolyn at (204) 489-2483 or e-mail to chernandez@shaw.ca.

Manitoba’s Pine to Prairie 
International Birding Trail

Guidebook for Pine to Prairie Birding Trail
Copies of the guidebook for Manitoba’s International Pine 
to Prairie Birding Trail are now available in the Nature 
Manitoba office (943-9409). A PDF is available online at  
www.gov.mb.ca/watchablewildlife/birding_pineprairie.html.  
This trail is an extension of the Pine to Prairie Birding 
Trail in Minnesota, and was described in an article in 
the Sept/Oct 2011 issue of Nature Manitoba News.

Cross-Canada 
Hiker Journeys 
Across Manitoba
by Melissa Sitter, Executive 
Director, Manitoba Recreational 
Trails Association

Dana Meise, a BC man hiking 
across Canada from east to 
west, is making his way through 

Manitoba this spring. Meise is on the 
hike of a lifetime, walking solo from 
coast to coast to coast along the Trans 
Canada Trail. Last November, Meise 
reached a milestone, completing more 
than 10,000 kilometres before wrap-
ping up his season in Winnipeg.

This spring, trail enthusiasts are 
invited to join Meise as he resumes his 
hike across the Province. He began the 
fourth season of his hike in Winnipeg 
on April 12th as a personal tribute to 
Terry Fox, who inspires and motivates 
him to complete this journey.

Meise’s ambitious plan to hike the 
entire length of the Trans Canada Trail 
is about fulfilling a lifelong dream to 

see all of Canada. “The Trans Canada 
Trail is designed to showcase our 
country and really connects history 
and community,” said Meise. “I wanted 
to learn more about Canada and what 
better way than to get off the highway 
and meet the people who make this 
their home.” Meise expects to complete 
‘The Great Hike’ in about three years. 
He is keeping a journal of his trek and 
plans to write a book about his journey.

Opportunities to “Walk with Dana” will 
be available throughout his travels in 
southwestern Manitoba. Meise carries 
a satellite tracker and his progress can 
be tracked through his website (see 
below). He expects to cross the Sas-
katchewan border near Duck Mountain 
Provincial Forest sometime in late May. 

At almost 1,400 kilometres in length, 
the Trans Canada Trail in Manitoba is 
90% complete. The Manitoba Recre-
ational Trails Association is leading 
the effort to complete the trail and 
has been working with regional 
volunteer trail groups to build and 
maintain portions of the trail.

Once complete, the Trans Canada Trail 
will stretch over 22,500 kilometres, 
linking 1000 communities and all 
Canadians from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific and to the Arctic Oceans. It will 
be the longest and grandest recre-
ational trail anywhere in the world.

For more info, visit: 
   http://www.mrta.mb.ca 
   http://www.tctrail.ca 
   http://www.thegreathike.com

Manitoba’s Peregrine Falcons have 
returned, follow the updates at  

http://www.species-at-risk.mb.ca/pefa/
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Minister of Healthy Living, Jim 
Rondeau walking with Dana on 

the Winnipeg Riverwalk, followed 
by students from Wayota School, 

where Terry Fox attended.

 H
ow

ar
d 

S
kr

yp
ny

k



 Page 18 Nature Manitoba News Vol. 4, Issue 3 - May / June 2012

The Important Bird Area Program in Manitoba
Combining Global Conservation with Local Action
by Michelle Mico, Manitoba IBA Coordinator

The Important Bird Area (IBA) Program is a global 
initiative designed to contribute to the conservation of 
various bird populations. Currently, over 100 coun-

tries are involved! IBAs are identified based on their ability 
to provide habitat for large congregations of birds, for birds 
restricted by range or habitat, and for threatened birds. The 
ongoing success of the international IBA program relies on 
good science and the integrity of bird monitoring and 
habitat monitoring data. From the criteria used to identify 
each IBA to site assessment and monitoring, IBA data is 
validated at all levels to ensure the accuracy and consis-
tency that is required for a successful conservation program.  

One of the many exciting aspects of the 
IBA Program is that the monitoring – or 
caretaking – of each of the areas is done by 
volunteers who are committed to conser-
vation. By taking part in this international 
network of IBAs, the caretakers are 
contributing to global conservation.

What is Manitoba’s 
Role in the IBA Program?
In 2001, thirty-eight Important Bird Areas were identified 
throughout the province. They were selected based on our 
spectacular migrations of waterfowl, shorebirds, and song-
birds; the large congregations of certain species; and the 
number of threatened species breeding within our borders.  

Manitoba’s IBAs encompass both private and public land 
and range from small areas, such as Dory’s Reef IBA 
(MB067) on Cedar Lake, to very large areas such as the Sas-
katchewan River Delta IBA (MB055) located near The Pas. 
Each IBA in Manitoba has been identified using criteria con-
sistent with other IBAs throughout Canada and the world.  

Manitoba’s IBAs contribute to a larger program that pro-
vides a rare opportunity for harmonized international envi-
ronmental conservation. By developing a strong program in 
Manitoba, we can monitor and report changes on the prov-
ince’s most significant sites for birds while conserving bird 
populations and bird habitats as well as other biodiversity.  

How Can I Take Part in 
the IBA Program?
The success of the IBA program depends on a network of 
dedicated caretakers. A caretaker can be an individual or 
group of individuals who are matched to an IBA and be-
come the “eyes on the ground” that report and monitor bird-
life and other wildlife as well as any changes and potential 
threats. Caretakers are not required to have any scientific 
expertise. They provide local knowledge and experience that 
can only be offered by people who are familiar with an area. 

As a caretaker, you will make a difference for the birds that 
depend on your area while promoting Manitoba’s treasures 
that have global importance for the preservation of biodi-
versity. Here is a comment from a devoted Saskatchewan 
caretaker who shares her commitment:   

“... it’s located right in my back yard. I have been a birder 
since about grade four, so it is a natural fit for me to be out 
there. I have a local interest group, a group of friends that are 
avid birders as well so we are frequently out there, so it just 
made good sense to become a caretaker for the IBA.” 
    – Lori Wilson, Reed Lake IBA Caretaker, Saskatchewan 

Being a caretaker is only one of the many ways that you can 
contribute. You can also take part in a number of supporting 

roles that will contribute to the success of 
the provincial program and, in turn, the 
success of this global conservation 
initiative. For more information, contact 
the program coordinator, Michelle Mico at 
the Nature Manitoba office, or by email  
at IBA@naturemanitoba.ca. You can also 
check out www.ibacanada.com to learn 

more about the program at the National level.  

How is the IBA Program Run?
Thanks to funding from the Winnipeg Foundation and 
Manitoba Community Services Council, Michelle Mico 
was hired as Manitoba’s IBA coordinator on March 1st 
of this year. She will work under the supervision of a 
steering committee chaired by Bird Studies Canada’s 
Manitoba Project Manager, Dr. Christian Artuso.   

As coordinator, Michelle’s primary responsibility is to sup-
port and assist caretakers as they perform their vital role.  
Michelle will also be coordinating Manitoba’s efforts with 
the national IBA program and build awareness by seeking 
opportunities to foster grassroots stewardship activities.

Get Involved!
Become an IBA Caretaker:  
No scientific expertise required, just a 
commitment and an enthusiasm to contribute 
to a global conservation program.  

Other Volunteer Opportunities:  
Fund-raising Bingo Sessions at Club Regent 
 » Thursday April 26, 6:45pm to 9:45pm
 » Tuesday May 29, 9 pm to 11:45pm
 » Wednesday June 27, 4:30pm to 6:45pm

Contact Michelle Mico at IBA@naturemanitoba.ca.

“By taking part in 
this international 

network of IBAs, the 
caretakers are contributing 

to global conservation.”



Vol. 4, Issue 3 - May / June 2012 Nature Manitoba News Page 19

About the new  
IBA Coordinator

Michelle Mico remembers her first 
experience with Manitoba’s nature 

growing up in East St. Paul, exploring  
the banks of the Red River. She decided 
to expand her curiosity in natural history 
by studying ecology at the University of 
Manitoba. She then completed a Masters 
of Science at Delta Marsh (IBA001) 
studying yellow warbler nest building  
as a potential adaptation to cowbird 
parasitism.  

After graduating, she moved to Vancouver 
Island and worked as a biologist for over 
5 years planning Marbled Murrelet, 
Queen Charlotte Goshawk, black-tailed 
deer and mountain goat habitat.  

With a young family, she and her husband 
moved to Thunder Bay to re-experience 
the cold winters and be closer to family in 
Winnipeg. In Thunder Bay, Michelle 
worked for the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources developing their boreal 
ecosite guide.  

In 2009, both she and her husband came 
home to work with Manitoba Conserva-
tion. Michelle filled a term position at 
Parks and Natural Areas working with 
Manitoba’s park system and protected 
areas planning. She will be completing 
Red River College’s Geographic Informa-
tion System (GIS) program at the end of 
April and is looking forward to combining 
her experience and passion in building 
and fostering a strong and committed IBA 
community in Manitoba.

Oak Hammock Marsh IBA (MB010) is recognized as a globally 
significant IBA for its concentrations of water birds.
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Weed to Spot: Red Bartsia
by Brad Kennedy,  
Project Coordinator of the Riding 
Mountain Biosphere Reserve Invasive 
Species Network

The Invasive Species Council of 
Manitoba is concerned with the 
spread of Red Bartsia (Odontites 

serotina) in Manitoba. Red Bartsia, a 
weed of pastures, hay fields and 
roadsides, first appeared in the Interlake 
region in the 1950’s. It was introduced to 
Manitoba from German crates shipped to 
the Canadian Armed Forces Base at 
Gimli, and quickly spread into 
surrounding farmland through hay 
mowed along infested runway edges. 
Today, the main region of infestation is 
an area bordered by Gimli, Meleb and 
Fraserwood in the Interlake area of 
Manitoba. Isolated patches have also 

been reported in Souris, Carman, 
Stonewall, Winnipeg, and Selkirk.  
With last year’s flooding – there is a very 
real concern about this plant spreading.

Red Bartsia does not persist under 
cultivation, but can spread dramatically 
in pasture, hay fields and native 
grasslands. In hay fields, the tiny 
seedlings grow rapidly after the first cut 
of hay has been removed. Plants begin 
flowering two to three weeks later, 
making the danger of seed contamination 
in the second cut a serious concern. In 
pastures, the weed is not grazed by cattle 
and with time, heavy infestations spread 
through the field. Plants can be identified 
by erect, branching stems, 15-30 cm tall. 
Leaves (3 cm long) are in pairs, narrow, 
and clasping the stem. During flowering 
in late spring, flowers are reddish purple 

and in spike-like clusters, mainly on the 
top half of the stem.

Prevention is the best protection for 
minimizing the spread of Red Bartsia.  
Measures include buying certified seed, 
avoiding using hay cut in known areas of 
infestation, and cleaning farm equipment 
after visiting infested areas. Cultivation 
in combination with planting a cover 
crop can help reduce spread in fields. 
Herbicides can be applied in early stages 
of germination, or after the first cut of 
hay has been removed. However, it is 
recommended to consult your local Weed 
Supervisor (www.mwsa.com) for more 
information on chemical control.  

Report this plant to the ISCM at  
info@invasivespeciesmanitoba.com,  
(204) 232-6021, or visit  
www.invasivespeciesmanitoba.com.

Red Bartsia pasture 
infestation in Manitoba.
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exclusively for running the office. At the 
end of last year, we therefore hired 
Deanna Dodgson as a part-time Office 
Assistant. Once again this year we have 
been fortunate to retain the services of 
Tommy Allen as our newsletter editor, 
webmaster, and communications guru. 
Having someone well-versed in evolving 
communications media is essential to 
our relevance as an organization. 

One source of satisfaction for me has 
been the dedication and competence of 
the Nature Manitoba board. Among the 
most active board members, we have 
our treasurer Sean Worden who not 
only completed his fifth year in that 
function but is also sorting out the  
legal mess preventing us from selling 
the Victoria Beach cabin. Our Secretary, 
Alain Louer, does that necessary job 

very well but is also the first to jump in 
whenever any other job is short of 
volunteers. The same can be said for 
past-president Les McCann (see 
President’s Award, page 10). 

While never seeking the limelight, 
Donna Danyluk has played a leading 
role on the Indoor Programs Committee 
as well as the newsletter editorial 
committee, and is now part of a new 
Garden Tour committee. Board member 
Rose Kuzina has done an excellent job 
coordinating the Outdoor Program. 
Christian Artuso has been a dynamo in 
the conservation area with respect to 
birds, through his coordination of the 
Breeding Bird Atlas, helping to establish 
the Bluebird Fund, and overseeing our 
participation in the Important Bird 
Areas initiative.

Executive Vice-President Don Himbeault 
has immersed himself in the full 
breadth of Nature Manitoba activities 
and will become our new president. 

With his dedication, sound judgment, 
and wide range of interests, Nature 
Manitoba will be in good hands.

Not all of our superstar volunteers are 
on the board, such as Julia Schoen 
(Workshops and Garden Tour), 
Christine Mazur and Marc LeClair 
(co-chairs of the Mantario Committee), 
John Gray (Grey Hares) and Dianne 
Beaven (Discovery Evenings – see 
President’s Award, page 10). Then there 
are all the people, too numerous to 
mention, who volunteer to lead trips for 
the Outdoor Program, and those who 
contribute thoughtful and engaging 
articles to the newsletter.

Being associated with such people has, 
for me, been the greatest source of 
satisfaction over the last three years, 
and I want to thank you all sincerely for 
allowing me the privilege of helping to 
make Nature Manitoba such a special 
organization.

President’s Report 
(...continued from page 5)

Red Bartsia 
(Odontites serotina)
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Compiled by Donna Danyluk, with 
information from Doug Collicutt and 
the Manitoba Herps Atlas website

Manitoba has 24 species of 
reptiles and amphibians 
(collectively known as 

herpetofauna or “herps” for short), but 
we don’t have complete information as 
to what species live where. While we 
do have The Amphibians and Reptiles 
of Manitoba by William Preston, 
published in 1982, and some records 
from Manitoba Conservation to build 
estimated ranges of Manitoba’s herps, 
we need more current information 
if we are to protect our herps.

The Manitoba Herps Atlas (MHA) is 
about gathering and collating that 
information, and making it available to 
all Manitobans. This new citizen-
science project will give all Manitobans 
a chance to help build a knowledge 
base of our province’s reptiles and 
amphibians. 

The MHA is operated by Manitoba’s 
online nature magazine, www.
NatureNorth.com (published by 
Manitoba biologist, Doug Collicutt) 
with funding from Manitoba’s 
Sustainable Development Innovations 
Fund and the Endangered Species and 
Biodiversity Fund. It began collecting 
location records for amphibians and 
reptiles in Manitoba in 2011.

How does the Herps  
Atlas work?
The MHA lets people enter records of 
herp locations and view the results 
online. It makes use of internet 
technologies such as Google Fusion 
Tables to collect and present location 
data. In its first year of operation more 
than 1300 records have been 
submitted, including many for a 
number of Species at Risk in this 
province. More than 40 individuals 
have submitted records so far.

The MHA won’t be a static product. 
Things change over time, wildlife 
populations rise and fall, species move 
from one part of the province to 
another, and new species may enter. 

The MHA will act as an ongoing and 
continually updated source of 
information on Manitoba’s herps.

Initial analysis of the data has shown  
a range extension for the Mink Frog  
in southeast Manitoba, as well as  
other interesting records for a number 
of other species. The project is off to a 
good start, but needs to involve more 
people in data collection, especially 
from remote and northern parts of  
the province.

How can I get involved?
The MHA website (see link below) 
contains everything you need to know 
about Manitoba herps, and more! It 
includes a great identification guide 
with tips on how and when to find 
Manitoba’s frogs, toads, salamanders, 
snakes, turtles and one lizard. Taxo-
nomic details, descriptions of the 
biology and lifecycle as well as known 
range and locations of each species, 
are written and presented in an 
accessible, user-friendly manner. There 
are audio clips of mating calls for frogs 
and toads, excellent photos and a 
collection of amazing short videos with 
titles such as “Midnight at Toad Oasis”, 
“Why NOT to Pick Up a Prairie Skink”, 
and “A Disappearing Spadefoot Toad”. 

The website’s interactive database 
includes existing data viewable as both 
tables and maps, along with clear 
instructions on how to submit data, 
whether one or two records or a whole 
season’s worth. There is even a “Herps 
Tip Line” form, so if you’re not sure 
what you saw or heard, you can submit 
basic description and location 
information, even upload a photo.

Once you have a handle on our herps, 
start taking note of what you find in 
your yard or neighbourhood. Keep 
your eyes peeled when you’re out for a 
hike, on a camping or canoe trip, or on 
a dedicated herp safari! When you find 
something, send in a report. Have fun 
and help herps while you’re at it!

Visit the Manitoba Herps Atlas website, 
http://www.naturenorth.com/ 

Herps/Manitoba_Herps_Atlas.html

Want to learn more?
Doug Collicutt will be presenting 

on the Manitoba Herps Atlas 
and its results at our November 
26 Discovery Evening – details 
will be in our Sept/Oct issue.

Did you know...
A few of the fascinating  
“herp bits” on the MHA website:

 » In the early 1970’s Manitoba 
used to export 50,000 kg of 
Leopard Frogs each year (over 1 
million frogs), mostly for use in the 
scientific dissection trade. In the 
1970’s a disease swept through 
Manitoba nearly wiping out Leopard 
Frogs. Though numbers have 
recovered there is no longer any 
commercial collecting.

 » Snapping Turtles were once 
used by police to locate human 
drowning victims. Tethered turtles 
were released into the water and 
would seek out decaying corpses 
using their powerful olfactory 
senses.

 » The bright colours of a Painted 
Turtle’s plastron are aposematic; 
i.e. they are warning colours to fish 
that might try and eat young turtles. 
Small turtles react to being in a 
fish’s mouth by violently scratching 
and scraping with their claws, 
causing damage to the fish’s 
mouth. Fish learn to avoid eating 
these feisty mouthfuls.

The Manitoba Herps Atlas: Citizen-science at work

With their sticky toe-pads, treefrogs 
can walk up glass windows.

M
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Naturalists needed for Ridgewood Bioblitz
by Sue Cosens,  
Citizens for Charleswood Habitat Preservation

In June of 2011, Charleswood residents became aware of a 
plan to develop the South Ridgewood Precinct, a triangular 
area of about 1000 acres mainly between Wilkes Avenue 

and the Harte Trail and extending from Assiniboine Forest to 
the Perimeter Highway. As many as 3000 new homes may be 
built and 5000 to 7000 people are expected to move into this 
area south of Charleswood. Local residents 
came together to form the Citizens for 
Charleswood Habitat Protection (CCHP) 
and provide neighbourhood input into the 
development process. 

Charleswood is unique. It has a distinctive 
country feel in large part because of the plant and animal 
communities that have developed or been left untouched  
over the years both south and north of the Harte Trail. With  
the combination of the Harte Trail and adjacent patches of 
aspen and oak forest, wetlands and grasslands, Charleswood 
residents enjoy a unique connection with Manitoba nature. 
These natural areas contribute to the high level of biodiversity 
in this part of Winnipeg. CCHP is asking for a minimum of  
25% green space for natural areas and corridors in the  
new development.

The City conducted a Natural Areas Assessment (NAA) in the 
precinct, the first step in identifying natural areas that may be 
considered for protection from development under the 
Ecologically Significant Natural Lands Strategy. However, CCHP 
raised a number of concerns with the assessment. Natural areas 
were identified and graded based solely on plant surveys that 
were either old (dating back to 1993) or conducted after the 
end of the growing season in 2011. Some species groups were 

lumped as a single category, raising the possibility that rare 
plants were not identified. Habitats were graded on their level 
of disturbance and presence of introduced species without 
regard for their use by wildlife including COSEWIC listed 
species. Six high quality areas of either aspen or oak forest, but 
no grassland or wetland habitats, were listed for consideration. 

The City has not inventoried the wildlife in Ridgewood 
Precinct. Bobolinks (Threatened), Yellow Rails (Special 

Concern) and many other bird species live 
in the precinct. Leopard Frogs (Special 
Concern), Wood Frogs and Gray Tree 
Frogs are also present. Determining what 
other species occur in the area will require 
a comprehensive wildlife assessment, done 
in spring and early summer to properly 

assess the presence of early flowering plants and breeding 
birds, mammals, invertebrates and amphibians.

Qualico is taking a forward-thinking approach and is planning 
surveys on its own property but complementary surveys in 
other parts of the precinct will be needed. We will require the 
permission of several private landowners to access their 
property and will need volunteers with expertise in plant, bird, 
mammal, amphibian identification. Having someone on board 
to identify invertebrates, such as dragonflies and butterflies 
would also be helpful. If anyone is interested and wants to 
participate or help coordinate, we will be happy to hear from 
you. We can be reached at http://www.charleswoodhabitat.
com/Welcome.html. 

For more details about what has occurred in the development 
process to date, see the cover article in the March/April 2012 
issue of the Manitoba Eco-network EcoJournal, available at: 
http://mbeconetwork.org/eco_journal.

“Charleswood is unique. It 
has a distinctive country 

feel in large part because of the 
plant and animal communities...”

Citizens for Charleswood Habitat Protection
w

w
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THE WEATHER –  
IT’S A NEW GAME OUT THERE
Help Your Perennial Garden Learn to Live Through It
Instructor: Charlotte Tataryn, Landscape Designer
Date: Tuesday, May 1, 2012
Nature is all about change and gardening through whatever 
surprises are in store. Help ensure your trees, shrubs and 
perennials will thrive despite an ever-changing climate. After 3 
years of rain followed by a drought, annual lovers are beginning 
to question their expense and lack-lustre performance. Perennial 
gardeners are watching their once healthy plants, shrubs and 
trees suffer – some lost to disease and others dying without any 
“apparent” reason – and not understanding why or how. Better 
knowledge will help give all your perennials, soft and woody, the 
best odds to survive our unpredictable winters and springs and 
help save you time, money and frustration.

ANTS
Instructor: Dr. Bill Preston, Retired Curator of Reptiles, 
Amphibians and Fishes at the Manitoba Museum
Date: Tuesday, May 8, 2012
This presentation will include some of the more interesting 
aspects of about 60 ant species found in Manitoba as well as in 
other areas. Ant biology and ant behaviour will be included, as 
well as methods of ant study.

N A T U R E  M A N I T O B A ’ S  
WORKSHOP SERIES 2012 
f r o m  J a n u a r y  1 0 t h  u n t i l  M a y  8 t h

PRE-REGISTRATION required! Contact the Nature 
Manitoba office at 943-9029 or info@naturemanitoba.ca.

REGISTER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT.  
Class sizes are limited to 28 (we no longer have  

access to a larger room at Kelvin to accommodate  
workshops with enrolments larger than 28)

If you are unable to attend, please CANCEL by calling 
the office so others may benefit from the vacancy.

We ask for your understanding and suggest that you sign 
up for ONLY THREE WORKSHOPS. If you are interested 

in more than three workshops, you are welcome to call 
the office one week prior to any additional workshops. 
If there are any vacancies, you will be able to register.

FEE: $5 for Nature Manitoba members, $10 for non-members 
(students: $3 for members, $5 for non-members). Workshops 

are open to children over 10, accompanied by a parent.

TIME: 7:30pm

LOCATION: KELVIN HIGH SCHOOL (Room 31),  
Stafford Street at Academy Road. Parking at Kelvin is 

available in the lot behind the school, by the west entrance.

Workshop Co-ordinator: Julia Schoen

Kim Monson explains various characteristics 
of local rocks to an interested group at 

the Rocks and Minerals workshop.

Julia S
choen

‘Our Natural Garden Tour’ will return in 2013
Our Natural Garden Tour is taking a well-deserved rest in 2012, but we’re pleased to 
announce that planning is underway for a 2013 tour! A small committee has been formed 
to continue this important fund-raiser, and we’re especially pleased that Julia Schoen has 
agreed to continue combing the city for gardens, a key role and something she says she 
truly loves doing! Once the gardens have been confirmed, the other volunteers on the 
committee will take over the details of running the tour. So, garden lovers, stay tuned!
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401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB   R3B 1G4
Phone: (204) 943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About Nature Manitoba

Nature Manitoba is people sharing a passion for nature. 
Since its foundation in 1920, Nature Manitoba’s mission 
has been to promote awareness, appreciation and 
understanding of nature, and to preserve and enjoy it. In 
support of this mission, Nature Manitoba offers a wide 
variety of educational programs and publications, supports 
research into Manitoba’s biological and geophysical diversity, 
organizes field trips and outdoor activities year-round, and 
advocates for the protection of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Join online at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

National Canoe 
Day is June 26

2012 marks the 5th anniversary 
of National Canoe Day, a coast-

to-coast celebration of the canoe. 
We’re excited to share some news 
about this year’s event with you, 

so please visit our website at:

www.nationalcanoeday.net

NATURE MANITOBA STORE

www.naturemanitoba.ca

Trips in July & August, 
with early-bird discounts. 

See trip details on page 8,  
or click on ‘Mantario’ at: 

www.naturemanitoba.ca

Mantario
The Wilderness Experience


