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Manitoba Butterfly News – 2015
by Richard Staniforth

The year 2015 was a particularly exciting one for 
Manitoba’s enthusiastic butterfly-ers! Members of the 
Yahoo!Group known as ManitobaNatureTalk shared 

their observations and interests with one another through-
out the year. This stimulated discussion, three field trips and 
an increased awareness and understanding of our local 
species.

Butterfly reports started early. The first, a Milbert’s Tortoise-
shell, showed itself to David Raitt and 
Lisa Holbert as it flew across the parking 
lot of the Peavey Mart in Swan River. 
The date, March 14, was six weeks 
earlier than that reported for this 
species in 2014! The trend of earlier 
dates continued for nearly all of our 84 
reported species during 2015, often by  
2 to 3 weeks per species.

The warm, dry spring eventually gave 
way to a generally wet year with 
periodic spells of hot weather. Butterflies and butterfly-ers 
made the most of the warm, dry days with the result that 
reports came in periodic bursts of high activity. The accom-
panying table (see pages 8-9) shows the total numbers and 
observation dates of all 84 species during 2015 as reported 
on ManitobaNatureTalk.

For me, the butterfly highlights for the year were, without 
doubt, the three diverse bug field trips ably organized and 
led by Peter Taylor. On June 28, our group visited the Tulabi 
Falls area of Nopiming Provincial Park where we observed 

early-season boreal species, including a 
Northern Blue, a ‘lifer’ for many of us. 
On the second trip we spent time south 
of East Braintree. This trip was partly 
designed to catch sight of the striking 
Baltimore Checkerspot, a very local 
species in southeast Manitoba. We found 
three of these gems and 21 other 

species. A bonus was a Sachem Skipper, an uncommon 
wanderer from eastern and central U.S. which undoubtedly 
enjoyed the day’s heat (31 C) more than we did.

Our third trip on July 25 was in the vicinity of Milner Ridge. 
The hoped-for species was the diminutive Bog Copper. We 
found one but not in the manner that we expected. The 
anticipated squelching through mosquito-infested bogs for 
hours was unnecessary! We had pulled off of the road onto 
the grassy shoulder to eat lunch. An excited Peter jumped 
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(Aglais milberti) on 
Purple Coneflower

Northern Blue 
(Plebejus idas)
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President’s Corner
by Donald Himbeault

Nature Manitoba Board meetings have always been a bit 
of paradox for me. We are a bunch of outdoor 
naturalists who get together in a room to work out the 

business side of running an organization. It seems a bit like 
asking people who like steak to participate in the abattoir 
process. I know for myself, there are many times I would 
rather be out on the trails or rivers than sitting at a keyboard 
or in a meeting. It’s true that some of the preoccupations of the Board are more bureau-
cratic in nature, such as finding ways to balance the operating budget, developing or revis-
ing operational policies, and these past few years especially, how to resolve the Victoria 
Beach cabin issue. However, there is a side to Board work that involves being creative and 
draws on having a naturalist background. And now, with some past issues being resolved 
or under control, I foresee much more of the Board’s time being spent on the creative side 
of building the future of our organization.

One of the reasons we now have more time to do this forward thinking is that, after a long 
and convoluted process, we have finally divested ourselves of the Victoria Beach property. 
This property has served the Society well since its donation to us some 90 years ago, being 
first used as a research station for scientific studies of the area, then as a meeting place for 
members when enjoying the local wilderness. With the passage of time, the property 
evolved into a vacation rental property for members. Given the age of the cabin, this use 
was becoming financially unsustainable, and it no longer fit within the mandate of our 
organization. The most logical decision was to sell the property, and now the proceeds of 
the sale will be endowed with the Winnipeg Foundation so that Nature Manitoba can once 
again count on receiving a perpetual benefit from this donation made long ago. 

In my last message, I mentioned that our communications committee had recommended, 
and the board had approved, a decision to phase out the print edition of the newsletter 
and to make better and greater use of electronic media to communicate with our 
members. In the spirit of forward thinking, the purpose here is to build a communication 
strategy that is more relevant to our members and more in keeping with the times. Some 
feedback we received raised the importance of having a paper copy, particularly in order 
to have a quick reference at hand for our scheduled events such as our Discovery Evenings 
and Workshops. Others have said they understand how going paperless is a common trend 
among other organizations, but to read the Newsletter on an electronic screen, if kept in 
its current format, would be rather tedious. At this point, we do not know exactly what 
the final solution will look like. Nonetheless, we continue to encourage members to 
continue submitting content for the Newsletter, as well as sending us feedback on what 
you would like to see in a new format.
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NomiNatioNs for awards to be presented at the March 21 AGM.  
Submit your nominations or suggestions to the office before Jan. 31, 2016.

The Ernest Thompson Seton Medal is 
presented to a distinguished naturalist in 
recognition of enthusiastic commitment to 
an outstanding achievement in the study 
of Manitoba’s natural history. Like Seton, 
the recipient’s carefully recorded observa-
tions of nature stimulated the interest and 
cooperation of others and shared all 
acquired knowledge.

The Ralph Bird Award is presented for 
outstanding contribution in the area of 
natural history in Western Canada. The 
nominee need not be a member of the 
Society or a Canadian citizen. The objec-
tives are to recognize excellence in the 
area of natural history in Western Canada 
but preference may be given to nomina-
tions relating to contributions in Manitoba.

Service Awards are presented to the 
recipients who shall be judged to have 
made significant contributions to the 
Society in areas outside of natural history 
such as: a) long and faithful service; b) 
exceptional organization or leadership 
skills; c) innovations in procedures, organi-
zation or publicity for the society; leading, 
teaching or assisting with Society spon-
sored indoor and outdoor events; d) 
recruitment activities; e) office or newslet-
ter duties; f) such other Society related 
contributions within the spirit of the intent 
of this award.

Prairie Crocus Award is presented by the 
Society for outstanding service in preserv-
ing a part of Manitoba in its natural state.

mailto:info%40naturemanitoba.ca?subject=
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca
mailto:editor%40naturemanitoba.ca?subject=
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by Joe Leven

Peter Taylor was born in Northum-
berland, northeast England, in a 

little village on the coast. He came to 
Fredericton in 1972 to do post-doctoral 
studies and met his wife Sharon there 
through the local field naturalist club. 
She was a librarian and is now retired. 
They have one son who lives in Vancou-
ver and works in the animation industry.

In 1975 Peter moved to Pinawa to work 
as a chemist at AECL, working mostly 
on nuclear waste management. In 1998 
his lab closed down but Peter was able 
to continue working on various con-
tracts until 2014, including two two-
year stints in France.

Peter’s main involvement with Nature 
Manitoba is with the birding programs. 
He has been a member for many years, 
having first joined shortly after arriving 
in Manitoba. His initial birding experi-
ences were in hunting wood pigeons in 
England, but the hunting soon evolved 
into observing. Peter recalls the wild 
pigeons tasting more like steak than 
chicken (sometimes very tough!).

Arriving in Canada, Peter was faced 
with many unfamiliar birds, and with 
mentoring from more experienced 
birders, he developed his skills at bird 
identification. He says that 90% of bird 
identification in the woods is via 
birdsong, as often the birds are only 
glimpsed or not seen at all.

Peter mentions taking part in annual 
Breeding Bird Surveys and Christmas 
Bird Counts, and soon he began leading 
field trips in the Pinawa area along the 
Winnipeg River, something he still 
continues to do. These outings typically 
last all day but are structured as driving 
in convoy with frequent stops and short 
walks for observation.

Just for fun Peter used to engage in  
24 hour ‘Big Days’ where he and his 
birding friends would visit a number  
of habitats over the course of 24 hours 
to see how many species they could 
identify. Their record is 214, which is 
also the Manitoba record!

Peter also has interests in other wildlife, 
especially amphibians, butterflies and 
dragonflies. He has documented his 
observations in publications from local 
newspapers to regional and national 
journals. In 1991 he was honoured to 
receive the Ernest Thompson Seton 
medal of the Manitoba Naturalists’ 
Society for contributions in natural 
history. His biggest accomplishment, 
perhaps, was acting as editor for The 
Birds of Mani toba published in 2003 by 
the MNS. He shared the 2003 Seton 
medal with the core group that brought 
this book to completion. More recently, 
in 2010, he received an Environment 
Canada award for his long-time dedica-
tion to the Breeding Bird Survey.

Peter has travelled widely in pursuit of 
his birding passion, including trips to 
Costa Rica, Venezuela, India and most 
recently, Brazil. While some homework 
is essential before such trips, he finds 
there is no substitute for knowledgeable 
local guides. In Brazil, however, one 
eager-to-please guide’s skilful use of a 
digital recorder and laser pointer made 
difficult jungle birding just a bit too easy 
in Peter’s opinion.

I found Peter Taylor to be a very modest 
man and I’m sure this profile just 
scratches the surface of who he is and 
what he has accomplished.

People  
Passionate  

About  
Nature...

John Taylor

There could be no more appropriate 
place to take a photo of Peter Taylor 

than inside a birding blind.

Thank You to the Giant 
Garage Sale Volunteers!
A huge thank you to everyone who 
helped out at the Sep. 19 garage sale, 
especially those who help year after 
year. We could not do this without you.

Mark Your Calendar
Film Showing after  
March 21st AGM:  
The Private Lives  
of Wild Creatures

We are pleased 
to announce 
that following 
the AGM we will 
be showing the 
new documen-
tary film about 
Robert Taylor. 
See page 17  
for more details.E
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Cursed with uncomfortable knowledge
by Roger Turenne 

It is hard to overestimate the sea change that is presently 
occurring in Canada’s approach to the climate change crisis. 
In mandate letters from Prime Minister Trudeau to his new 

cabinet appointees, environmental objectives are uppermost 
not just for the Department of Environment and Climate 
Change (note the meaningful name change) but for at least 
half a dozen others, including Finance.

Before the recent election, 
Canada was heading to the Paris 
conference on climate change 
(known as the 21st Conference 
of the Parties, or COP 21) with 
emissions reduction targets that 
fell way short of our fair share, 
without realistic implementation 
plans, and intent on sabotaging any efforts on the part 
of the global community to impose binding obligations. 
The Trudeau government cannot possibly do worse. 

This column is being written three weeks before the start of the 
conference itself, before Canada’s new position is fully known. 
This we do know however: the Prime Minister and the key 
decision-makers in his 
cabinet are the most 
knowledgeable and 
experienced group of 
Canadian politicians ever 
to attend such a meeting. 

Foreign Minister Stéphane 
Dion has been on this 
file for more than a 
decade, campaigned 
strongly in favour of a 
carbon tax in 2008 and, 
as Environment minister 
under Paul Martin, 
demonstrated strong 
leadership at the Mon-
tréal COP 11 conference 
in 2005. The newly appointed Minister of Environment 
and Climate Change, Catherine McKenna, co-founded 
a group that helps law firms do pro bono legal work in 
developing countries and was a legal advisor to the UN.

Science minister Kirsty Duncan is not only up to speed but 
actually served on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change. The Prime Minister himself is no slouch. Prior to 
becoming an MP, he lent his support to various conservation 
groups, including CPAWS, and he picked the former executive 
director of World Wildlife Fund, Gerald Butts, as his principal 
advisor and Chief of Staff.

Mr. Harper never understood the science, distrusted scientists, 
deliberately cut himself off from their advice, and fashioned his 

policy approach in blissful ignorance. He could sleep at night 
having successfully convinced himself that he was doing the 
right thing. That is a luxury the new government does not 
have. It knows too much.

It knows that if it is to claim any kind of leadership position at 
COP 21, it must announce emissions reduction targets that at 
least meets Canada’s prorated share of the reductions required 

to prevent global temperatures 
from rising by more than 2 
degrees. Because the research has 
already been done, it also knows 
that this target involves at least a 
35% decrease in greenhouse 
gases from 2005 levels by 2025. 
It also means committing to a 

carbon-free economy by 2050. Announcing such targets would 
be the easy part. 

Mr. Trudeau and his ministers know that meeting such targets 
are incompatible with further development of the oil sands. 
They know it would involve putting a price on carbon suf-
ficiently high that every single Canadian would be motivated  

to make important 
lifestyle changes. 

They also know there 
would be hell to pay 
politically because 
Canadians are totally 
unprepared for the kinds 
of adjustments required. 
They have been lulled by 
politicians from all parties 
into believing that little 
personal sacrifice will be 
required. They believe 
that the principle of 
“polluter pay” does not 
apply to them. It does.  
Big time!

For Mr. Trudeau to forge ahead in doing what needs to be  
done will be an ultimate test of political courage and leader-
ship skills. He and his ministers are cursed with uncomfortable 
knowledge. They know how much they have to stick their 
necks out and if they don’t, this idealistic bunch will find it 
hard to look at themselves in the mirror.

They know, or should know, that there will never be a better 
time than now to make tough decisions on climate change. In 
the immediate aftermath of the election, the Trudeau govern-
ment has more political capital than it is ever likely to have. 
Spend it while you have it. With the Opposition off-balance, 
now is the time to be bold.

“For Mr. Trudeau to forge ahead 
in doing what needs to be done 

will be an ultimate test of political 
courage and leadership skills.”

Justin 
Trudeau

Catherine 
McKenna

Stéphane 
Dion

Kirsty 
Duncan

Will their courage match their knowledge?
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Being a Bird in North America, North of Mexico 
Volume 1: Waterfowl to Shorebirds.

Written and published by Robert Alvo (www.babina.ca); September 2015, 256 pp., hard cover, $44.95.

Book Review  
by Peter Taylor

In the introduction 
to this book, Robert 
Alvo emphasizes 

that it does not fall into 
the main genres of bird 
book, from field guides 
to coffee-table books. 
Rather, it is a series of 
over 200 illustrated 
essays, mostly in the 
300-word range, on 
individual species with 
a strong emphasis on 
conservation issues, 
and intended for a 
wide audience.

As well as waterfowl 
and shorebirds, the main bird groups covered are quails and 
grouse, loons and grebes, petrels and allies, cormorants and 
pelicans, herons and related waders, diurnal raptors, rails 
and cranes. Two further volumes are planned to complete the 
coverage of all native bird species that breed north of Mexico. 
Although self-published, this book is not a one-man show, as 
demonstrated by the five-page compilation of biographical 
notes on the many contributors, illustrators, and reviewers.

The essays are not tied to a rigid format, other than the 
one-page-per-species constraint. Because they are short, they 
tend to leave the reader wishing for more. I found them most 
rewarding when I read a group of accounts for closely related 
species, such as the rails, curlews, and phalaropes. Well over 
300 cited references are listed in the bibliography. These range 
from classic descriptive works, especially A.C. Bent’s “Life 
Histories” series (1919 to 1937), to modern publications on 
bird behaviour, ecology, and conservation (mostly post-1990).

The species essays are illustrated with up to eight (usually one 
or two) photographs and a colourful, often elaborate cartoon. 
The cartoons are subtly tied to the text. By leavening the book 
with humour, they illustrate the importance of not being too 
earnest in presenting serious material on wildlife conservation 
to a wide audience. 

An almost unique feature of this book is the global range map 
(breeding and wintering) for each species described. The maps 
show at a glance how some species have a restricted North 
American range, while others are hemispheric or even global 
in distribution. It is fascinating to see how some South Ameri-
can birds “spill over” to the southern U.S.A., and some mostly 
North American species range into Siberia or vice versa. A few 
of the maps for species with small ranges are difficult to read, 
e.g., Black Rail and winter range of Black Turnstone. The 
essays also include French and Mexican Spanish names and 
global and national (Canada, U.S.A., and Mexico) conserva-
tion status ranks from NatureServe (www.natureserve.org).

An appendix lists introduced species and birds that occur but 
do not breed in North America. These are described as “species 
that cannot be, or should not be, protected in North America”. 
Here, presumably, the “should not” applies to introduced 
species, and the “cannot” applies to protection of breeding 
habitat as opposed to legal protection from shooting. 

Overall produc-
tion quality by 
Friesens is excel-
lent. Ordering 
information and 
more sample 
pages from this 
attractive book 
can be viewed 
at the website: 
www.babina.ca.

robert alvo

Being a Bird in North America,
north of mexico

Volume 1:
Waterfowl to Shorebirds
The first in a series of books describing

the Earth’s elements of biodiversity

Looking for a Christmas gift?
Although many Nature Manitoba members already 
have a copy of The Birds of Manitoba, there is now a 
chance to buy another copy at the reduced price of 
$40.00 (regular price was $63.95). It would make a 
great Christmas gift. See our website for other available 
books, and keep in mind there is no tax on the listed 
prices: www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=books. 

http://www.babina.ca
http://www.natureserve.org
http://www.babina.ca
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=books
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Grey Hares Visit “Off-the-Grid” House
by Julia Schoen

A remarkable solar-panelled house is being built by an 
enterprising couple in the Treherne area. After five 
years of hard work, they say it is nearly finished. I 

became aware of it when I read an article in the Free Press a 
year ago describing this environmental pursuit. A month 
later, by coincidence, Bev and Will Eert walked into a 
Nature Manitoba Mushroom Workshop and I spoke to them 
about bringing the Grey Hares out to visit the home they 
designed and built, almost totally by themselves.

This trip took place on August 12, 2015 and it was a 
fascinating two and a half hours for the twenty-four Grey 
Hares that signed up.

This multi-talented couple brings a 
host of practical skills to their 
project. Bev is an architectural 
designer and has designed energy-
efficient timber-framed homes in  
BC where she and Will lived before 
choosing sunny Manitoba as their 
preferred location. Will is a power 
engineer who loves designing 
the systems which help to make 
the house work. Both of them 
are skilled carpenters and 
knowledgeable about the many 
aspects of putting together a 
homestead like this. The term 
“homestead” is appropriate as 
the entire undertaking, indoors 
and out, reads like a modern-
day pioneering adventure.

Their passion was evident as 
they each shared information on 
the construction of their dream 
home nestled into a hillside 
overlooking the Assiniboine 
River Valley. When they moved 
here from BC five years ago to 
begin their mega-project, they 
lived in a tent while they con-
structed a simple shop building. 
This studio/shop would become 
their solar-panelled living 
quarters over the next five years as their homestead and 
real home took shape. As of August 12, the Eerts consider 
their new home 95% complete with only trim and other 
details still needing to be done. The hard-working couple 
estimates that they will finally move in in the fall of 2015.

This doesn’t mean that the hard work will come to an end. 
Daily routines, such as care-taking of the orchard and the 
fabulous vegetable gardens, demand the couple’s time. 
Bev’s garden includes tomatoes, corn, peas, chard, lettuce, 
cabbage, squash, melons, garlic, leeks, eggplant, asparagus, 
broccoli, celery, carrots and fourteen different kinds of 

beans – all of it growing vigorously. She dries and preserves 
copious amounts of produce. Her cupboards are still 
bursting with jars of pickles and vegetables from 2014, 
especially tomatoes.

Bev did her research and found an item she wanted for the 
gardens. She and Will now have a rolling greenhouse. They 
built a rail track under the large structure so that they can 
reposition it each year over one of the three gardens, 
thereby renewing the environment within and eliminating 
insect populations which could cause problems.

So now to the home itself.....

To accurately describe the many facets of a 
construction project like 
this would require an 
encyclopedia. But space  
is limited so I will try to 
convey at least an impres-
sion by making note of 
some of its more intrigu-
ing features.

The Eerts are environmen-
talists and have embarked 
on their dream in order  
to reduce their carbon 

footprint and become self-
sufficient. They believe that 
solar power is an efficient 
alternative to hydro, so  
rather than pay Manitoba 
Hydro more than $60,000  
to extend electrical service  
to their new home, they are 
paying about $40,000 to go 
completely solar.

Bev and Will chose southern 
Manitoba to build their 
solar-powered house because 
the southern prairies are the 
sunniest place in Canada. As 
an added bonus, the solar 
panels work even more 
effectively in the cold. The 

two large arrays of panels in the front yard face south, are 
protected by lightning rods and can sustain 150 km/hr 
winds. They can store power to run the house for five days 
when cloudy weather prevails.

All power for the home is easily turned off each night from 
a control unit on the bedroom wall. This shuts down all 
electro-magnetic fields from the electrical system and 
appliances which makes for better sleep while reducing 
power consumption. Inverters are required to run the 
household appliances – stove, fridge, freezer, dishwasher, 
washer and dryer, hot water tank and central vac. Bev 

“The Eerts are environmentalists 
and have embarked on their 

dream in order to reduce their carbon 
footprint and become self-sufficient.”
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makes the point that one does not need to wear a hair 
shirt to live in an off-grid house!

The house is partially built into the side of a hill and well 
insulated to an R-30 value. The hillside provides protec-
tion from the wind, reduces exterior maintenance and 
helps to soundproof the building. The house is heated by 
a radiant floor, the hot water produced by excess power 
from the array. Dark floor tiles were chosen because they 
absorb heat. The house is carefully detailed so there is 
minimal air infiltration. A solid cast-iron wood-burning 
stove in the kitchen is there for back-up should there be  
a power failure. In the living room, the shallow depth of 
the attractive Rumford fireplace allows heat to radiate 
easily into the room.

The house has been built to be cozy and comfortable,  
not to mention elegant! The timber-framing throughout, 
upstairs and down, is made of tree-farmed Douglas Fir. 
Local wood was used for other building jobs. This is truly  
a beautiful house on a lovely 96-acre lot.

Will has a wealth of technical information about batteries 
and inverters and such which he shared very enthusiasti-
cally with us. His technological knowledge combined with 
Bev’s understanding of energy-efficient design makes for an 
amazing partnership.

This industrious couple was very generous with their time. 
They treated the Grey Hares to a thought-provoking and 
fascinating account of what they have been up to over the 
last five years. They set out to create their own power and 
heat and have succeeded admirably.

And more power to them!

Garden tour returns 
to west winnipeg

In 2016, the Nature Manitoba Garden Tour is returning 
to Charleswood and St. James. Mark your calendars 

for July 9th! We have five varied gardens for you to see 
in Charleswood and three more beauties in St. James. 
AND we will be stopping at the Living Prairie Museum 
on Ness Ave. to walk the trails and learn from the staff.

Tickets will go on sale early in the new year and will still 
cost just $15. During the winter they will be available 
from the Nature Manitoba office and at all Workshops 
and Discovery Evenings. In the spring, they will also be 
available from our usual vendors (check our website’s 
“Garden Tour” page for a list).
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out of his car with as much cheese and tomato sandwich in 
his mouth as was in his hand, wildly gesticulating with his 
arms and making incomprehensible utterances at a patch of 
reeds in the ditch. Translated later, this turned out to mean, 
“There’s one!” The tiny insect was very accommodating and 
many of us lined up for close-up photography of our quarry. 
A number of different and difficult-to-identify Fritillaries 
provided us with some soggy exercise as we tried to identify 
them by racing after them as they patrolled up and down 
the roadside ditches at high speeds. Three great field trips! 
Peter has already planned more for next year. Thanks Peter!

With a couple of exceptions, ManitobaNatureTalk partici-
pants reported just a few individuals of migrant species 
again this year. There were scattered reports of small 

numbers of Painted and American Ladies, Orange Sulphurs 
but no Question Marks at all. On the other hand, Red 
Admirals arrived in good numbers; worn, well-travelled 
individuals were being reported by early May. Their off-
spring graced gardens throughout southern Manitoba until 
early October. We can assume that the province experienced 
a mild invasion year for this species. Monarchs were not 
reported until early June, but there were steady reports of 
this species right up until mid-October.

On the subject of Monarchs and Painted Ladies, I have 
noticed that there were unusually high numbers of these 
species being recorded from the English Garden in Assini-
boine Park. It is true that the splendid array of colours and 
fragrances in this garden would attract butterflies and 
insects of all sorts, but they also attract wedding parties  
and other ceremonial events. Apparently, there is a trend  
in an unspecified neighbouring country to have “butterfly 

Butterflies observed in Manitoba during 2015  
as reported on ManitobaNatureTalk (list is in taxonomic order)

Common Name # Observed Dates Observed (see note*)
1 Black Swallowtail 115 May 20 – Aug 20
2 Can. Tiger Swallowtail 88 May 26 – July 9
3 Clouded Sulphur 493 May 12 – Oct 19
4 Orange Sulphur 5 Aug 19 – 21
5 Pink-edged Sulphur 138 June 24 – July 25
6 Large Marble 21 May 4 – June 10
7 Mustard White 8 May 2 – Aug 21
8 Cabbage White 1000s April 26 – Oct 1
9 Western White 228 May 4 – Sept 19
10 Harvester 9 May 26 – Aug 12
11 Gray Copper 1 July 12
12 Bronze Copper 11 Aug 19 – Sept 1
13 Bog Copper 1 July 25
14 Dorcas Copper 38 July 2 – July 25
15 Purplish Copper 14 Aug 12 – 29
16 Coral Hairstreak 2 July 14, July 21
17 Striped Hairstreak 15 July 9 – Aug 2
18 Brown Elfin 6 May 26 – June 10
19 Hoary Elfin 28 May 2 – 27
20 Eastern Pine Elfin 1 May 26
21 Eastern Tailed Blue 5 Aug 12 – Sept 1
22 Western Tailed Blue 7 May 26 – June 17
23 Spring Azure 267 Apr 25 – June 12
24 Summer Azure 17 July 9 – 25
25 Silvery Blue 113 May 12 – July 2
26 Northern Blue 11 June 28 – July 21
27 Monarch 121 June 8 – Oct 13
28 White Admiral 197 June 12 – Sept 23
29 Viceroy 70 June 4 – Sept 9
30 Variegated Fritillary 1 July 28
31 Silver-bordered Fritillary 43 June 12 – Aug 19
32 Meadow Fritillary 14 May 21 – Sept 5
33 Freija Fritillary 3 May 21, May 26
34 Arctic Fritillary 71 July 25 – Sept 1
35 Great Spangled Fritillary 88 July 9 – Sept 3
36 Aphrodite Fritillary 53 July 15 – Sept 8
37 Atlantis Fritillary 230 June 24 – Aug 19
38 American Lady 8 May 21 – Oct 2
39 Painted Lady 6 May 11 – Oct 2
40 Red Admiral 275 May 9 – Oct 1
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releases” to celebrate these occasions. Hopefully these 
bizarre performances will not become traditions here as 
well! Did someone say, “Not in Canada, eh?”

Large numbers of butterflies were especially noticeable in 
southwest Manitoba this year. Bob Shettler recorded 
“millions” of Cabbage Whites as he drove through that 
region, and he was forced to repeatedly clear his wiper 
blades. I had a similar experience with Cabbage and 
Western Whites on a trip to Whitewater Lake in late August. 
Michael Loyd was luckier; his report of over 100 Black 
Swallowtails in the vicinity of Broomhill must have been a 
far more pleasant spectacle. 

In mid-May I came across one, possibly two, Alberta Arctic 
butterflies in Birds Hill Provincial Park; exciting for me as I 
had not seen one there for thirty years! A few days later, 
Deanna Dodgson and then Larry de March discovered that 
there was in fact a colony of least 14 to 16 individuals. This 

species flies strongly but it lands frequently and upon doing 
so it closes its wings above its abdomen. Once this happens 
it effectively vanishes! The underwing markings blend 
totally with gravelly substrates. 

A Milbert’s Tortoiseshell was the first reported butterfly in 
2015 and also the last (albeit tied with another species).  
We ask ourselves what next year will bring us. Will Bob 
Shettler’s yard be visited again by the only reported Silvery 
Checkerspot, and will Deanna’s yard be visited by the only 
Gray Copper? Will the Macoun’s Arctic break its biennial life 
cycle and show itself to Donna Martin again near Hodgson? 
And then there is Larry de March’s colony of Red-disked 
Alpines that persists year after year near Jessica Lake. As for 
me, my question will be about Least Skippers. We had none 
last year and plenty this year. Did we really not see any last 
year, or did we call them something else? There is still more 
to learn!

Common Name # Observed Dates Observed (see note*)
41 Milbert's Tortoiseshell 80 March 14 – Oct 19
42 Compton Tortoiseshell 67 April 11 – Oct 19
43 Mourning Cloak 57 March 31 – Oct 14
44 Eastern Comma 7 April 30 – Sept 7
45 Satyr Comma 6 May 3 – Sept 1
46 Gray Comma 115 April 9 – Sept 22
47 Green Comma 74 April 9 – Sept 1
48 Baltimore Checkerspot 4 July 9, July 11
49 Silvery Checkerspot 1 June 21
50 Harris’s Checkerspot 3 June 24, July 2
51 Pearl Crescent 3 Aug 20
52 Northern Crescent 604 June 5 – Sept 11
53 Tawny Crescent 2 June 10, July 25
54 Northern Pearly-eye 169 June 24 – Aug 11
55 Eyed Brown 112 June 24 – July 25
56 Common Ringlet 52 May 25 – Aug 1
57 Little Wood Satyr 34 June 10 – July 7
58 Common Wood-Nymph 74 July 9 – Aug 12
59 Common Alpine 1 June 17
60 Red-disked Alpine 2 May 21
61 Macoun’s Arctic 1 June 24
62 Alberta Arctic 14 May 12 – 16
63 Silver-spotted Skipper 16 June 14 – July 30
64 Northern Cloudywing 58 May 26 – July 9
65 Dreamy Duskywing 40 May 4 – June 28
66 Juvenal’s Duskywing 9 May 6 – June 14
67 Mottled Duskywing 10 May 31 – June 12
68 Columbine Duskywing 7 July 21 – Aug 15
69 Persius Duskywing 1 May 23
70 Grizzled Skipper 1 May 26
71 Arctic Skipper 28 May 26 – June 23
72 Least Skipper 51 July 1 – July 25
73 European Skipper 200 June 25 – Aug 1
74 Pepper & Salt Skipper 2 June 7, June 14
75 Com. Roadside Skipper 12 June 5 – June 28
76 Leonard's Skipper 6 Aug 12
77 Indian Skipper 11 June 10 – June 24
78 Peck’s Skipper 18 June 25 – Aug 9
79 Tawny-edged Skipper 14 June 14 – July 8
80 Long Dash Skipper 54 June 20 – Aug 1
81 Sachem 1 July 11
82 Hobomok Skipper 41 June 4 – July 25
83 Broad-winged Skipper 1 July 11
84 Dun Skipper 290 July 3 – Aug 20

* If dates are separated by a dash, they are the 
earliest and latest observation dates. If dates 
are separated by a comma, they are the only 
two dates the species was observed.

Members of ManitobaNatureTalk who have 
kindly contributed their observations were: Garry 
Budyk, Deanna Dodgson, Anita Drabyk, Simone 
Hébert-Allard, Lisa Holbert, George Holland, 
Rudolf Koes, Barbara Krosney, Michael Loyd, 
Larry de March, Donna Martin, Darrell Neufeld, 
Rob Parsons, John Pelechaty, David Raitt, Nella 
Schmidt, Robert Shettler, Richard Staniforth, 
Peter Taylor, Marlene Waldron. Thanks to all! 
And special thanks to Larry de March for 
creating and maintaining the internet site, 
ManitobaNatureTalk.

Cabbage White (upper) 
and Western White 
(lower) on an Aster.

Alberta Arctic 
(Oeneis alberta)
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Hike La Barriere
Sun. November 29th
Contact Roger Sutherland  
at 204-451-1219. [Nvc]

St. Boniface Potluck 
Sat. December 5th

Join Roger for a potluck at his house 
at 782 Taché at 5pm. BYOB.

Please call Roger Sutherland at  
204-451-1219 about potluck. [Nvc]

Hike Wolseley
Sun. December 6th

Hike in the Wolseley area through the 
parks that lead to Assinboine Park.

Contact Alain Louer at 204-235-1790 
or alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Nvc]

Hike Assiniboine Forest
Sun. December 13th
Contact Roger Sutherland  
at 204-451-1219. [Nvc]

Hike Beaudry Park
Sun. December 27th
Contact Roger Sutherland  
at 204-451-1219. [Nvc]

Snowshoe in the  
Lac Du Bonnet Area

Sun. January 3rd
Snowshoe the Blueberry Rock hiking 
trails and the Lac du Bonnet Wildlife 

Ponds area. Lunch either outside or at a 
local restaurant, depending on weather.   

Email (preferred) Kathy Picard at kdpicard@
mymts.net or call 204-345-8422. [Int]

Hike Bois des  
Esprits & Seine River

Sun. January 10th
Contact Roger Sutherland  
at 204-451-1219. [Nvc]

Snowshoe in  
Birds Hill Park

Sat. January 16th
Snowshoe in Birds Hill Park and we could 

stop somewhere after for a hot drink.
Contact Alain Louer at 204-235-1790 

or alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Nvc]

Ski Birds Hill
Sun. January 17th

Join Karen for a nice leisurely ski 
in Birds Hill Provincial Park.

Contact Karen Clements at 204-770-4375 
or karenclements@shaw.ca. [Nvc]

Hike Seine River
Sun. January 24th

Hike along the Seine River from 
Happyland Park (on Marion 

Street) to the Red River.
Contact Roger Sutherland  
at 204-451-1219. [Nvc]

Ski Beaudry Park
Sun. January 31st

Join Karen on a nice ski in the pretty 
riparian environment of Beaudry Park.

Contact Karen Clements at 204-770-4375 
or karenclements@shaw.ca. [Int]

Assiniboine River Walk
Sun. February 7th

Walk along the Assiniboine River 
from East Gate to The Forks.

Contact Roger Sutherland  
at 204-451-1219. [Nvc]

Ski Pine Falls  
& Lac du Bonnet Trails

Sun. February 21st
Ski 9 km of groomed trails in Pine Falls, 
have lunch in the warm-up chalet, then 

head to the Lac du Bonnet for four ski loops 
totaling 11 km. Rustic warm-up shelter and 
outhouse available on Lac du Bonnet trails.
Email (preferred) Kathy Picard at kdpicard@

mymts.net or call 204-345-8422. [Int]

Ski Boundary  
Trails Challenge
Sat. February 27th

Join me for the Boundary Trails Challenge 
at Burwalde Woods near Morden. The 
rating is described as “recreational ski” 
and does not have to be competitive. 

We will carpool from Humpty’s at 
Perimeter Hwy and McGillivray.

Contact Alain Louer at 204-235-1790 
or alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Int]

Ski Pinawa Trails
Sun. March 6th

Over 30 km of groomed trails, ranging 
from novice to advanced, with three 

warm-up cabins. A full-day trip, 
with many trails to choose from, 
and lunch in one of the cabins. 

Email (preferred) Kathy Picard at kdpicard@
mymts.net or 204-345-8422. [Nvc-Int-Adv]

Birds Hill Ski
Sun. March 13th

Join Karen for possibly a last ski  
of the season in Birds Hill Park.

Contact Karen Clements at 204-770-4375 
or karenclements@shaw.ca. [Int]

Exchange District Walk & Brunch
Sun. March 20th

Walk through the Exchange District  
and share brunch at Neechi Commons.

Contact Roger Sutherland  
at 204-451-1219. [Nvc]

Trips are not always planned far enough ahead to be listed here. See the Outdoor Activities section at  
www.naturemanitoba.ca for the most up-to-date listing, or sign-up there to receive a weekly list by email.

Please visit our website for full descriptions.

West Coast Trail
June 2016

Sean Worden at 204-781-0796 or  
srworden@mts.net (no texts please). [Adv]

Keep an eye on our website’s “Bird Outings” 
page for new or modified trip details.

Winnipeg River
Sat. December 5th

This is your chance to get a jump on 
your winter bird list. We hope to see 
waterfowl such as Long-tailed and 

Harlequin Duck, or rare gulls.
Call Peter Taylor at 1-204-753-2977 

for details or to register. [Nvc]

Winnipeg Christmas Bird Count
Sun. December 20th

See page 13 for more information on  
all of the 2015 Christmas Bird Counts.

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca
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Trip Leader Forms
Trip Leader forms are on our website, in 
the “Outdoor Activities” section under “Trip 
Leader Forms”. Please fill them out and 
return them to the Nature Manitoba office. 

Free on Wednesdays?
Join the Grey Hares for interesting trips and activities and good company.

Ski Groomed Trails?
Wed. December 16th

Trip/location is snow dependent. All up-to-
date info is at www.mts.net/~4bmiller/

GreyHares_Ski2015-2016.htm.
Contact Kevin & Anita Miller at 

k.a.miller@mts.net. [Int]

Ski Birds Hill Park
Wed. December 23rd

Ski the beautifully groomed trails 
(we hope, by then!) in Birds Hill 
Park. Remember your park pass.

Contact Ed Rajfur at  
erajfur@gmail.com. [Nvc]

Hike FortWhyte Alive
Wed. December 30th

Hike the paths at the FortWhyte Alive 
and then have lunch at the restaurant.

Contact Kevin & Mary Ann Millar at 1-204-
482-4987 or millark_ma@yahoo.ca. [Nvc]

Ski Beaudry Park
Wed. January 6th

Ski the forested trails at Beaudry 
Park (near Headingley).

Remember to bring your park pass.
June Thomson at 204-837-6469. [Nvc]

Ski Grand Beach
Wed. January 13th

Ski some of the 35 kms of rolling, sheltered 
trails in the spruce and pine forest of Grand 
Beach, with a choice of several loops. Trails 

are groomed with double classic tracks 
and a skating trail between. Alternatively, 
ski the rolling forested trails at West Hawk 

Lake in Whiteshell Park. The choice of 
location will depend on snow conditions.

Contact Kathy Holt 204-269-6052 
to see which area we will ski and to 
register. Bring your park pass. [Int]

Skate the River Trails
Wed. January 27th

Skate the Red and Assiniboine  
River ice trails from The Forks.

Contact Marilyn Hearn 204-895-4659. [Nvc]

Ski the Shannondale Trails
Wed. February 3rd

Ski the Shannondale trails west of Morden. 
20 km of hilly and rolling trails to choose 
from with warming huts and a welcoming 
host. There could also be an opportunity to 
ski the Burwalde ski trails (12 km of classic 

and 5 km of skate ski trails to choose 
from) between Carman and Morden.
Contact Ron Wonneck 204-799-9611 

or wonneckr@mymts.net. [Int]

Ski Pinawa or Sandilands
Wed. February 10th

Ski the Pinawa trails or the 
Sandilands trails, depending on the 

snow conditions. Up-to-date info 
is at www.mts.net/~4bmiller/
GreyHares_Ski2015-2016.htm.
Contact Kevin & Anita Miller at 

k.a.miller@mts.net. [Int]

Ski Grand Beach
Wed. February 17th

Ski the rolling, forested, sheltered trails 
of Grand Beach. Alternatively, ski the 

rolling forested trails at West Hawk Lake 
in Whiteshell Park. The choice of location 

will depend on snow conditions.
Contact Kathy Holt 204-269-6052 
to see which area we will ski and to 
register. Bring your park pass. [Int]

Ski Pine Falls and  
Lac du Bonnet Trails

Wed. February 24th
Ski the Pine Falls trails and Lac du Bonnet 
trails in the Agassiz Provincial Forest. The 
Pine Falls trails are approx. 9 km and have 
a warm-up shelter and outhouse. Enjoy a 
lunch in Pine Falls before heading to Lac 
du Bonnet trails in the Agassiz Provincial 
Forest off Hwy 317. There are four loops 
with about 11 km, no warm-up shelter 
and a primitive outhouse. Both sets of 
groomed trails are flat or gently rolling 

with options for hills in Pine Falls.
Contact Kathy Picard at 1-204-345-
8422 or kdpicard@mymts.net. [Int]

Ski Pumpkin Creek trails
Wed. March 2nd

Ski the Pumpkin Creek trails in the Roseisle 
valley west of Carman, or the forested 

Sandilands trails east of Steinbach, or the 
Bittersweet trails near Treherne. The choice 

will depend on the snow conditions.
Ted Harvey at 204-889-5725. [Int]

GENERAL RATING 
GUIDELINES APPLICABLE 

TO ALL ACTIVITIES 
Novice (Nvc): Typically 2-3 hr duration. 
Little or no experience required. Easy 
terrain or calm water. Limited physical 

fitness acceptable. Weather not normally 
severe (shelter usually available).

Intermediate (Int): Typically a 4-6 hr day trip. 
Some previous experience and skill desirable. 

Some steep or difficult terrain or waves 
possible. Moderate physical fitness required. 
Weather not normally severe (shelter likely 
not available). For multi-day trips: A fairly 

easy 2-5 day camping trip requiring medium/
heavy packs, some specialized equipment 
and skills. Effects of inclement weather and 

injuries more severe than for a day trip. 

Advanced (Adv): A full day trip. Previous 
experience, significant skill and good physical 

condition required. Must be able to carry 
a heavy pack. Steep or difficult terrain or 

waves to be expected. Sustained strenuous 
activity required. For multi-day trips: A 

strenuous camping trip of many days duration 
requiring medium/heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Long portages over 
difficult terrain may occur. Severe weather 
conditions may halt trip and require use of 
skilled survival techniques. Accidents such 
as capsizing or physical injuries may be life 
threatening. Wilderness or remote location 
may make rescue or aid difficult to obtain. 

For detailed Trip Rating Guidelines, see 
www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=trip-ratings

PLEASE NOTE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot be 

reached, call the office at 204-943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 
as described in the detailed trip rating 
guidelines on our website (see above).

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for 
inclement weather. Participants must have 
adequate clothing, water, food, must carry 

their own gear, and are responsible for 
ensuring it is in good working condition.

http://www.mts.net/~4bmiller/GreyHares_Ski2015-2016.htm
http://www.mts.net/~4bmiller/GreyHares_Ski2015-2016.htm
http://www.mts.net/~4bmiller/GreyHares_Ski2015-2016.htm
http://www.mts.net/~4bmiller/GreyHares_Ski2015-2016.htm
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=trip-ratings
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2015 Fall Hawk Watch
by Rudolf Koes

The 2015 edition of the annual Fall Hawk Watch took 
place on 12 September, with the Brandon group running 
their watch on 19 September. The weather on both days 

was pleasant, resulting in fine conditions for birding. Several 
participants commented on the low numbers of bird species in 
general and this has been the pattern all fall. Perhaps the 
numbers were depressed due to the massive forest fires that 
ravaged the Boreal Forest region of the Prairie Provinces this 
summer, which may have caused widespread nest failure. 

Eleven parties were in the field and they recorded 735 indi-
viduals of 12 raptor species. (Although vultures and falcons 
may not be true raptors, they are by tradition included in our 
tally, as are unidentified raptors). The total count of all species 
was 148. This is somewhat lower than the 29-year average of 
155 species. Following is a list of the groups, a brief description 
of the areas they covered and their birding highlights.

Area 1. Robert Parsons, Jo Swartz, Betsy Thorsteinson and Liis 
Veelma: Winnipeg, Carman, Morden, Windygates, Mowbray, 
Snowflake, Manitou, Rathwell, Winnipeg. This group had the 
highest number of Red-tailed Hawks and, at 11 species, also 
the highest raptor variety (tied with Brandon). They were  
the only party to record a Bobolink; a single bird at Carman. 
Brewer’s Blackbirds were present in high numbers at various 
locations, with the total exceeding 4000. Other species of  
note included Eared Grebe, Red-headed Woodpecker and 
Horned Lark, the latter species becoming increasingly scarce  
in the southeast of the province. Their total for the day was  
65 species.

Area 2. Katharine Schulz, Linda Pearn and Luke Hollander 
drove from Winnipeg to Portage la Prairie and back, meander-
ing along both sides of the Assiniboine River. Their Red-tailed 
Hawk total included at least 17 birds standing in one field. At 
Portage la Prairie they saw two Caspian Terns and during the 
course of the day they also found two Red-headed Woodpeck-
ers, four Tree Swallows, ten Eastern Bluebirds and a Bay-
breasted Warbler. The day’s total was 70 species.

Area 3. The Brandon group: Cal Cuthbert, Colin & Scott Blyth, 
Bev & Bruce Cochran, Ray Pettinger, Louanne Reid, Millie Reid, 
Gillian Richards, Carole & Murray Sangster, Lynn & Rachel 
Whidden and Margaret Yorke. The Brandonites spent from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at a site along the Assiniboine River northeast of 
Virden, after which they looped back home via the Oak Lake 
area. Most of the raptors were seen at the river site. They were 
the only ones to record Ross’s Goose, White-faced Ibis and 
Mountain Bluebird. Total species: 80.

Area 4. Ron Dueck. Ron drove from Winnipeg to Brandon via 
Hwy. 2, keeping track of raptors en route. Many of the hawks 

2015 Fall Hawk Watch Results
Species/Area 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Total Avg*
Turkey Vulture 9 18 6 3 3 4 8 25 66 24 166 108
Osprey 1 2 2 1 6 3
Bald Eagle 7 2 8 2 12 12 5 3 17 2 70 20
Northern Harrier 5 6 5 2 10 9 11 2 50 58
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 3 4 9 1 1 1 21 44
Cooper’s Hawk 2 9 1 1 13 9
Broad-winged Hawk 1 2 9 1 1 1 15 127
Swainson’s Hawk 1 4 4 3 1 13 10
Red-tailed Hawk 58 56 21 5 15 17 22 1 2 38 10 245 149
Rough-legged Hawk 2 2 4 1
American Kestrel 1 8 4 2 9 5 4 43 2 78 111
Merlin 6 2 1 2 8 3 1 5 28 13
Unidentified raptor 3 3
Unidentified accipiter 1 1
Unidentified buteo 5 16 21
Unidentified falcon 1 1
Total species 11 10 11 7 8 7 8 3 5 7 7 12
Total individuals 93 109 76 35 67 49 55 3 33 172 43 735 658

*The right hand column shows the averages over a 35 year period, as collected by Gord Grieef. These averages are skewed by 
high tallies of Broad-winged Hawk, Sharp-shinned Hawk and Cooper’s Hawk in 2003. Numbers are also difficult to compare 
due to varying numbers of field parties from year to year.
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Christmas Bird CoUNts
The Christmas Bird Count season is upon us. Count period is from December 14, 2015 to January 5, 2016. To get involved, or 

for additional information on any of the counts listed below, please call the compiler. Dates are not known for most counts at 
press time, although Brandon & Winnipeg will probably be held on December 20, the first Sunday of count period, thus it’s best to 
contact the compiler well in advance of count period. Updates may be available on Nature Manitoba’s website and the Manitoba-
Birds Yahoo!Group.

 » Balmoral ............................................. Jim & Patsy Duncan (204-467-8857) 
 » Brandon .............................................. Cal Cuthbert (1-204-727-2239)
 » Cranberry Portage .............................. Chris Smith (1-204 472-3942)
 » Cypress River/Spruce Woods ............. Ken De Smet (204-467-8635) 
 » Dauphin .............................................. Bill Walley (1-204-638-6774) 
 » Delta Marsh ........................................ Bob Jones (1-204-239-1803) 
 » Gimli ................................................... Bonnie Chartier (1-204-642-9777) 
 » Glenboro/Spruce Woods .................... Lorelie Mitchell (1-204-827-2548) 
 » Hodgson ............................................. Joanne Smith (1-204-372-6144)
 » Lyleton ................................................ Ralph Wang (1-306-928-7220) 
 » Minnedosa .......................................... Ian Thorleifson (1-204-867-3527) 
 » Morden ............................................... Abe Friesen  (204-362-4856 )
 » Oak Hammock Marsh ......................... Paula Grieef (204-467-3243) 
 » Pinawa/Lac du Bonnet ........................ Peter Taylor (1-204-753-2977) 
 » Portage la Prairie ................................. Carrie Braden (1-204-856-0952) 
 » Riding Mountain N.P. ........................... Ken Kingdon (1-204-848-7240) 
 » Selkirk ................................................. Gerald Machnee (1-204-757-4745) 
 » The Pas .............................................. Joel Kayer (1-204-623-4006)
 » Winnipeg............................................. Rudolf Koes (204-661-0763)

could not be identified from the moving vehicle, hence the high 
number of unidentified buteos. Ron saw 42 species.

Area 5. Garry Budyk, John Hays, John Weier. Their route took 
them from Winnipeg via Delta to Lynch Point and back. As 
usual, this area delivered the highest number of bird species 
(103). The party found 363 Western Grebes, two Great Egrets, 
a bittern, a good number of shorebirds, three California Gulls, 
five Common Terns, three House Wrens and the day’s only 
Brown Thrasher and Wilson’s Warbler.

Area 6. Ward Christianson and Marlene Waldron covered their 
traditional route from Winnipeg via Grosse Isle and Argyle to 
the Shoal Lakes and on to St. Ambroise and the PR 227 dump, 
returning via St. Francois Xavier. They tallied 17 Great Egrets 
and also had good counts of Northern Flicker (41), Barn 
Swallow (39) and Common Raven (64). They were the only 
ones to find Baird’s Sandpiper and Ovenbird. The day’s count 
was 76 species.

Area 7. Andy Courcelles and Gene Walz covered the stretch 
from Oak Hammock Marsh to Hecla Provincial Park. Some of 
their best sightings were a Greater White-fronted Goose, a 
Great Egret and a tardy Brown-headed Cowbird. They also 
noted six Tree Swallows, 280 Barn Swallows and two Canada 
Warblers. The day’s total was 83 species.

Area 8. Bonnie Chartier spent an hour at Whytewold, but 
there was little hawk activity.

Area 9. Nella Schmidt, Carole Penner and James Whitelaw 
drove via Birds Hill Provincial Park to the Lake Winnipeg 
Beaches. Like others, they commented on the low species 
variety. They had a good number of Turkey Vultures and saw 
Semipalmated Plovers and Sanderlings. Their most notable 
sighting was a mixed flock of Brewer’s Blackbirds and Common 
Grackles, some 2500 birds in total. 46 species were seen.

Area 10. Rudolf Koes birded without his traditional partner 
Peter Taylor, covering Beausejour, Allegra, Lac du Bonnet, Pine 
Falls and back to Beausejour. Early on, at Walter Chryplywy 
Park, he ran into a nice flock of passerines, which included four 
species of vireo. He recorded 66 Turkey Vultures and 43 
kestrels. The Sandhill Crane total was 461, compared to not a 
single bird in 2014! He also saw two Trumpeter Swans (Lac du 
Bonnet Sewage lagoons), five Sharp-tailed Grouse, 110 Blue 
Jays and a family party of five Purple Martins. Total of 87 
species.

Area 11. Ryan Porteous, Ron Austin, Lars Jansson and Al 
Mickey visited Ile des Chenes, Landmark, Ste. Genevieve, Old 
Hwy. 15, Elma, Spruce Siding. They were the only ones to spot 
both Great Crested Flycatcher and Eastern Kingbird during the 
day. The total tally was 45 species. 
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The Manitoba Chimney Swift Initiative Update
Saving Swift Habitat and “Save Some Dates” for Monitoring in 2016

by Barb Stewart, a member of the MCSI Steering Committee

A s Manitoba’s Chimney Swifts wing 
their way to winter homes in the 
Amazon, it’s time to reflect on our 

accomplishments for 2015 and to look ahead 
to the 2016 season. The Manitoba Chimney 
Swift Initiative (MCSI) has a two-pronged 
approach for yearly activities. The first is a 
habitat stewardship/outreach program while 
the second involves monitoring programs. 
News flashes for all MCSI activities appear  
on our BlogSpot: swift-notes.blogspot.ca.

Tim Poole, our MCSI Habitat Stewardship 
and Outreach Coordinator, had a busy summer reclaiming 
Chimney Swift habitat. A BIG save was preventing the 
imminent demolition of the chimney on St. Anne’s Church 
on Hampton St., in the St. James area of Winnipeg. Inter-
vention at the stroke of midnight culminated in the MCSI-
sponsored repair of the portions of the chimney above the 
roofline. Parishioners of St. Anne’s Church will welcome 
their avian congregation to a stable, refurbished structure 

next spring. Candi-
date chimneys in St. 
Jean-Baptiste and St. 
Adolphe were also 
being repaired in the 
fall of 2015.

Volunteer monitors 
devoted many 
neck-straining hours 
between May and early September. Distribution and abun-
dance data were generated for roost and nest sites in 
Manitoba. It was an exciting season with the discovery of 
~20 active chimneys, notably in Darlingford, Melita, and 
Souris. Our webmaster, Frank Machovec, has posted data-
bases which compile the results of both the National Roost 
Monitoring Program (we had 56 volunteers who devoted 
284 hours of their time to monitor 45 sites in 14 different 
Manitoba communities!) and the MCSI Roost and Nest  
Site Monitoring Program: www.mbchimneyswift.ca/
results.html.

Looking ahead, funds generously provided by Environment 
Canada’s Environmental Damages Fund (EDF) will be used 
to repair more crumbling chimneys in 2016. If you know of 
any historically used chimneys – either roost or nest sites – 
which could benefit from reopening or refurbishment, 
please contact Tim at: mcsi.outreach@gmail.com.

It is also time to mark your calendars and save the dates 
for the 2016 National Roost Monitoring Program: May 25, 
May 29, June 2, and June 6. Beyond those dates, MCSI 
always welcomes continued monitoring of any roost or nest 
site in the province. New “eyes” are needed in the rural 
communities of Clearwater, Lorette, Melita, Otterburne, 
Souris, and Ste. Anne plus the Winnipeg neighbourhoods  
of City Centre, Fort Garry, St. Boniface, St. Vital, Osborne 
Village, and the West End. If you have monitoring questions, 
send them along to Barb Stewart at: mbchimneyswift@
gmail.com.

MCSI successes are a result of engaged, citizen scientists. 
We welcome your participation in our programs!
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Repaired chimney on 
St. Anne's Church, 
Hampton St., Winnipeg.

David’s Flickr page at  
www.flickr.com/photos/dlavignephotography

Nature in  the News.. .

Manitoba government releases  
10-year Boreal Woodland Caribou 
Recovery Strategy
“Best strategy in the nation needs swift implementation 
to save threatened species,” says CPAWS Manitoba.

Press release from CPAWS, “Manitoba Woodland 
Caribou Recovery Strategy released” (Oct. 15, 2015):  
 tinyurl.com/mb-caribou-strategy  

Zebra Mussels in Manitoba Lakes
Zebra mussel infestation “beyond the point now of being 
able to do anything,” says scientist Eva Pip.

Article from CBC, “Zebra mussels detected in Manitoba’s 
Cedar Lake” (Oct. 16, 2015): 
 tinyurl.com/zebra-mussels-cedarlake

Article from CBC, “Lake Winnipeg a lost cause thanks to 
zebra mussels, expert warns” (Oct. 9, 2015): 
 tinyurl.com/zebra-mussels-evapip 

Snowy Owl Influx
“Every number of years they have a great reproductive 
year up north,” says Jim Duncan, MB Conservation. 

Article from CBC, “Manitoba wildlife refuge sees spike in 
starving, injured snowy owls” (Nov. 8, 2015): 
 tinyurl.com/mb-snowy-owls

http://swift-notes.blogspot.ca/
http://www.mbchimneyswift.ca/results.html
http://www.mbchimneyswift.ca/results.html
mailto:mcsi.outreach%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mbchimneyswift%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mbchimneyswift%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.flickr.com/photos/dlavignephotography
http://tinyurl.com/mb-caribou-strategy
http://tinyurl.com/zebra-mussels-cedarlake
http://tinyurl.com/zebra-mussels-evapip
http://tinyurl.com/mb-snowy-owls
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Fall Bird Blitzes at the North, West and East Shoal Lakes IBA
by Tim Poole, IBA Coordinator

North, West and East Shoal Lakes IBA (Important Bird 
Area) may be familiar to members who have at-
tended some of the bird outings organized by Nature 

Manitoba. Located in the southern Interlake near the towns 
of Inwood, Woodlands and Teulon, these alkaline lakes are 
recognised as globally significant for populations of Piping 
Plover, Snow Goose, Cackling Goose, American White 
Pelican and congregations of migratory waterfowl. One of 
38 IBAs in Manitoba, it became the site for the first ever IBA 
Program fall bird blitz.

I first visited the Shoal Lakes with Donna Martin, the 
IBA Caretaker, in May and was immediately struck by 
the large populations of migrating grebes (including 
70 Horned Grebes), ducks, cranes and shorebirds. I 
also noticed that the lake shore was much closer to 
the road than indicated on the map. Like much of 
Manitoba, the Shoal Lake water level is at a cyclical 
high point. Given 
the complete lack 
of open beach 
habitat, it is now 
unlikely to provide 
suitable habitat 
for Piping Plover. 
However, there 
would be plenty 
more to keep 
everyone occupied 
during our fall 
bird blitz.

The first blitz was held on 
August 29th. Fifteen people in 7 
teams participated and made 
their way to the IBA for a 7am 
start. Avian highlights included 
a Yellow Rail calling in the early 
morning mist, Least Bittern 
along North Shoal Lake, 2 
Trumpeter Swans, 8 White-
winged Scoter observed from a 
boat (kindly provided by 
Cameron Meuckon of Manitoba 
Conservation and Water Stewardship), 16 shorebird species 
and 12 warbler species. The most abundant species encoun-
tered was the American Coot (1282 individuals), with a 
total of 8876 individuals representing a total of 132 species. 
However, doubts persist over the quality of the data after a 
team member managed to confuse a cow with a bear, 
calling into question the record number of ostriches counted 
in Manitoba.

A month later, on Saturday October 3rd, we were out again 
for a second shot and this time we were down a boat but up 
a quad and 6 people. Surely we were going to beat the 
August total with such an esteemed group? The first notable 

difference was the geese – so many geese – and I suspect we 
only scratched the surface on their numbers. In total we 
counted 5383 Canada Geese but only 13 Cackling Geese, 
which is about 99,987 fewer than the total recorded in 
1995. Not to be deterred, we found that Rusty Blackbirds 
were abundant and our final count of 254 is globally 
significant for this threatened species. White-winged Scoter 
and Surf Scoter, species which breed further north in 
Manitoba, were spotted on different lakes by two different 

groups. One 
group also 
counted Horned 
Grebe which has 
just been listed 
as globally 
threatened on 
the latest IUCN 
Red List. In total 
93 species were 
recorded and 
11,072 individu-
als counted. A 
great effort on a 
single morning!

These blitzes are 
a terrific oppor-
tunity to bring 
people together 
to monitor as 

much of an IBA as possible on 
a single day. They also reveal 
the patterns of migration, such 
as we witnessed with the 
numbers of warblers, shore-
birds and American Coots 
falling sharply from the first 
blitz and the numbers of 
Canada Geese, northern 
sparrows and ducks increasing 
sharply. We will be hoping to 
arrange more of these events 
in 2016 so please check out 

our website at www.importantbirdareasmb.ca for news.

Finally, thank you to all our volunteers for helping to make 
these events a success, especially Donna Martin, IBA 
Caretaker for the North, West and East Shoal Lakes IBA, for 
securing the donations which funded the events and 
Cameron Meuckon as the ‘boatman’. Our other volunteers 
were Joanne Smith, Christian Artuso, Bill Rideout, Garry 
Budyk, John Weier, Jo Swartz, Betsy Thorsteinson, Ray 
Methot, Liis Veelma, Matt Gasner, Bonnie Chartier, Frank & 
Jacqui Machovec, Callie Bowman, Rob Parsons, Sabina 
Mastrolonardo, John Hays, Peter Douglas, Jillian Detwiler 
and Dana Schroeder.

Donna Martin

Garry Budyk

Rusty Blackbird

Bird Monitoring

Horned Grebe

Christian Artuso

http://www.importantbirdareasmb.ca
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Monday, December 7, 2015

Connecting Hearts and Minds: Engaging 
the Public in our Protected Areas

Michaela Kent, Parks Canada Superintendent,  
Riding Mountain Parks Canada

The first National Parks Act (1911) set the guiding philoso-
phy for Canada’s national park system with the statement 

that national parks “are hereby dedicated to the people of 
Canada, for their benefit, education and enjoyment... and the 
parks shall be maintained and made use of so as to leave them 
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.” Over  
100 years later, this is still the foundation of Parks Canada’s 
mandate. To ensure that our national parks, national historic 
sites and national marine conservation areas remain relevant  
to Canadians and that they feel a strong sense of connection  
to these nationally significant treasures, Parks Canada has 
undertaken a whole host of new activities both at our places, 
but also beyond our boundaries. Come and hear about what  
we have been doing to connect Canadians, grow our visitation 
and ultimately ensure that our places are here for generations 
to come!

Monday, January 11, 2016

Seasons of Churchill

Bonnie Chartier, Wildlife Guide and Birder

This presentation will walk you through the seasons in the 
sub-arctic ecosystem around Churchill. Bonnie Chartier, a 

guide with over 20 years of experience in the Churchill area, 
will share her stories and photos of flora and fauna, including 
birds, of course! Come and experience some of the wonders of 
Manitoba’s famous town on Hudson Bay.

Monday, February 8, 2016

The Wild Turkey in Manitoba: 
History and Current Management

Brian Kiss, Biologist, Manitoba Conservation

How long would you survive outside during a Manitoba 
winter without a hat, hair, or feathers on the top of your 

head? Probably not too long, but then again you’re not a wild 
turkey! Brian Kiss will explain how these birds initially came  
to our province, well north of their ancestral range, and how 
they’ve been able to survive in this climate, to the extent that 
they now inhabit a large portion of southern Manitoba. He will 
also explain how his recent research on turkey ecology in the 
Pembina Valley region is being used to guide management of 
this species throughout the province, and possibly elsewhere in 
Western Canada. There’s a little more history to this bird than 
just Thanksgiving dinner!

Monday, March 14, 2016

The Mysteries of Songbird Migration 
Revealed: Tracking Long-Distance 
Migration Using New Technology

Dr. Kevin Fraser, Department of Biological 
Sciences, University of Manitoba

Migration is a fascinating natural phenomenon that has in-
trigued humans for centuries. Billions of songbirds make 

epic migratory journeys every year between their breeding 
sites in North America and their overwintering homes in the 
New World Tropics, yet we are only just beginning to unravel 
the mysteries of migration. Using new technology, we can now 
track the specific migratory routes and behaviour of individual 
birds, providing important new insights into how birds time 
their travels, respond to weather, and where specifically our 
Canadian breeding birds spend the rest of their year. With 
many songbird species experiencing steep rates of population 
decline, there is an added urgency to mapping songbird migra-
tion and understanding which populations may be most at 
risk in our changing world. Kevin Fraser studies the migration 
ecology and conservation of long-distance migratory songbirds. 
He will present new data on the migration and ecology of 
several songbird species that breed in Manitoba, including 
Purple Martin, Canada Warbler, and Mountain Bluebird. 

Nature Manitoba’s Discovery Evenings are held 
at Le Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain, 340 

Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface. All programs will 
be held in Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (2nd floor).

Programs start at 7:30 pm except for the  
March 21st, 2016 A.G.M. which starts at 7:00pm. 

Admission is $2 for members / $3 for non-
members. Members must show member card. 

For more information, call the Nature Manitoba office 
at 204-943-9029 or email info@naturemanitoba.ca.
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Monday, March 21, 2016 (early start at 7:00 pm)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETiNG 
followed by  

The Private Lives of Wild Creatures

We are pleased to announce that following the AGM we will be showing the 
new documentary film about Robert Taylor. “The Private Lives of Wild 

Creatures” blends dramatic photo sequences with archival interviews and field 
recordings to present Bob’s work as an artist and scientist. The film (about an hour 
in length) had its public premiere at The Manitoba Museum in October, but we 
understand the filmmakers (Electric Monk Media) are working on a new version 
with some changes. They will be present at the AGM showing to answer questions 
about the making of the film. 

So join us on March 21 and venture outdoors with Robert Taylor as your guide, 
from “The Polar Bear Capital of the World” to the tamarack bogs of the Great Grey 
Owl. To whet your appetite, watch the film trailer at vimeo.com/131227909.

Have a Suggestion for Discovery Evenings?
To our loyal Discovery Evening audience: If you have suggestions for 

speaker ideas for future programs, or would like to help out at our admissions 
table, please send an email to NatureMBDiscoveryEvenings@gmail.com.

The Ever-Popular Mushroom 
Workshop and Field Trip

As a follow-up to his 2015 mushroom workshop, David 
Punter helped identify mushrooms from all sorts of 

locations, including from the back of a car. This field trip 
took place at Birds Hill Park on September 12th, with a 
second trip scheduled for the following Saturday. There 

were plenty of mushrooms for both groups. To join us on 
David’s 2016 field trip, register for his Tuesday, April 26th 

workshop “Morels And Other Fungi” (see pages 18-19).

Julia S
choen

Coming soon:  
Giant Pumpkin Workshop
On March 15 2016, Milan Lukes will 

facilitate the workshop “Genetics 
and the Science of Growing Giant 

Pumpkins” (although you could apply 
the same techniques to growing 
squash). See pages 18-19 for a 

complete list of our 2016 workshops. Janice Lukes
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Milan Lukes, Manitoba’s 2015 Provincial 
Giant Pumpkin Growing Champion.

W o r k s h o P 
N E W s

https://vimeo.com/131227909
mailto:NatureMBDiscoveryEvenings%40gmail.com?subject=
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GETTING to KNOW  
the NEIGHBOURS:  
Astronomy Workshop
Jay Anderson,  
Retired Environment Canada Meteorologist
Tuesday, January 26, 2016

The Milky Way galaxy is just one of a collection of 54 galaxies 
known as the Local Group, all bound together in a gravitational 
hug. As galaxy clusters go, it’s a small one, with only three large 
galaxies and a retinue of smaller dwarf galaxies. The whole 
group extends across a span of ten million light years. The Milky 
Way is the second-largest of the members of the collection! This 
presentation will introduce you to the members of the group and 
their personalities. Some are quiet, withdrawn and shy; others 
are bold and aggressive. Some are actively forming stars from 
huge sheets of dust and gas; others are quiescent, aging slowly 
and quietly. We will discuss how galaxies form, how they evolve 
and what will become of them in the future.

NATIVE FERNS of MANITOBA
Richard Staniforth,  
Retired Professor of Botany from the U of W
Tuesday, February 2, 2016

Get to know some of Manitoba’s most ancient plants! Despite 
our harsh climate, about 30 species of ferns are found in 
Manitoba swamps, rich woods and even on dry rock out-
croppings. Find out about their curious life histories, where  
to search for them and how to grow them from spores.

INTRODUCTION to  
BACKCOUNTRY CAMPING
Sean Worden,  
Nature Manitoba Outdoor Trip Leader
Tuesday, February 16, 2016

Do you want to know if you are ready to attend an intermediate-
advanced level Nature Manitoba outing? This presentation is 
geared to those members that have a desire to begin back-
country trips and are unsure if they have the skills, knowledge 
and equipment to move beyond the campground. A two-hour 
information session will be followed by an actual hands-on 
backcountry outing in May* where participants can apply and 
practice introductory skills. Successful completion of part one 
should enable participants to confidently judge if they can 
attend the more advanced Nature Manitoba outings. Part two 
(the New Member Weekend*) will teach the participants some 
of the skills they need to become a contributing member of a 
backcountry trip.  
(* Dates to be announced via the website and email trip list)

OWLS of the WORLD
Christian Artuso,  
MB Program Manager, Bird Studies Canada 
& Chair of MB IBA Committee
Tuesday, February 23, 2016

This workshop offers a glimpse into the lives of some of the 
world’s most mysterious and elusive birds. We will focus strongly 
on owls: Tytonidae (barn owls: 19 species) and Strigidae (typical 
owls: 221 species). The workshop will provide a brief overview of 
other nocturnal families: Podargidae (frogmouths: 16 species), 
Steatornithidae (oilbird: 1 species), Nyctibilidae (potoos: 7 
species), Caprimulgidae (nightjars: 98 species) and Aegothelidae 
(owlet-nightjars: 10 species). Owls are cryptically plumaged, 
difficult to observe, and they have captured the attention of folk 
lore around the world. Nonetheless, we know rather little about 
them. As a testament to the mystery surrounding these birds, 
the number of known species has increased by 80% since the 
mid-1970s and this is mostly due to species splits resulting from 
increased understanding of song and genetic differences. We 
will discuss the evolution, taxonomy, adaptation, distribution, 
natural history and conservation of the world’s owls with a little 
more detail on Manitoba’s 12 owl species.

N A T U r e  M A N i T o B A ’ S  
WORKSHOP SERIES 2016 

f r o m  J a n u a r y  2 6 t h  u n t i l  A p r i l  2 6 t h

PRE-REGISTRATION required! All workshops begin 
at 7:30pm. To register, contact the Nature Manitoba 
office at 204-943-9029 or info@naturemanitoba.ca.

REGISTER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. Class 
sizes are limited to 30. If you are unable to attend, please cancel 

by calling the office so others may benefit from the vacancy.

We ask for your understanding and suggest that you sign 
up for ONLY THREE WORKSHOPS. If you are interested 

in more than three workshops, you are welcome to call 
the office one week prior to any additional workshops. if 

there are any vacancies, you will be able to register.

See following page for location and fee information.

1
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SHOREBIRDS
Rudolf Koes, Nature Manitoba Birder
Tuesday, March 1, 2016

Manitoba harbours a fine array of shorebirds and they will soon 
start to return from warmer climes. Some are difficult to identify, 
but with the help of this workshop, the task may be a bit easier. 
We will look at some slides and reference materials and we will 
also discuss some of the best places in Manitoba to see them.

MIGRATING HAWKS
Ward Christianson, Nature Manitoba Birder
Tuesday, March 8, 2016

Join Ward in this multi-media workshop on the basics of raptor 
identification. Learn about where and when to look for hawks  
in migration and what to look for when you attempt to identify 
them. Your enjoyment of these majestic birds can begin here. In 
the field, participants will practice identifying hawks from some 
of the best viewing sites in Manitoba.

GENETICS and the SCIENCE of 
GROWING GIANT PUMPKINS
Milan Lukes, Manitoba’s 2015 Provincial 
Giant Pumpkin Growing Champion
Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Milan Lukes has a passion for the colour orange, for pumpkins 
and for competing! Mentored by Manitoba’s provincial pumpkin 
growing champions, retired farmers, soil scientists and manure 
experts, this past october Milan was crowned Manitoba’s 2015 
Provincial Giant Pumpkin Growing Champion (1st and 2nd 
place). Milan’s presentation will discuss the many intricacies of 
growing giant pumpkins and will focus on the role science and 
genetics play in “growing the big one”. These skill would be 
transferable to growing regular squash plants. Milan is a recipient 
of the Manitoba Schools Science Symposium’s 2014 Gold 
Medal in Bio Technology, and at 13 years of age, is a very 
accomplished speaker and presenter.

THE NATURAL and UNNATURAL 
HISTORY of BISON in MB –  
Not the Same Old Story
Dr. Randy Mooi,  
Curator of Zoology at The Manitoba Museum
Tuesday, March 22, 2016

What more could there be to know about bison in Manitoba? 
Were you aware that five species of bison have wandered 
across the province over the last 40,000 years, including one 
twice as big as the ones we see at the zoo and having horns  
2 metres wide! Using examples from specimens held at The 
Manitoba Museum, Dr. Mooi will explore some of the unique and 
sometimes quirky history of these magnificent animals through 
the fossil record and even the Provincial and Winnipeg archives. 
He will also give you a sneak preview of a new permanent exhibit 
planned for the Museum.

BACKYARD WILDLIFE HABITAT
Ted McLachlan, Retired Professor from the 
Department of Landscape Architecture, U of M
Tuesday, April 12, 2016

Ted’s presentation will explore how we can rethink our home 
environment to create a landscape of seasonal mystery, intrigue 
and delight. We can make nature accessible, whether standing 
at the kitchen sink or playing in the sandbox.

GROWING a GARDEN  
from the GROUND UP
Kelley Leibzeit, Master Gardener in Training
Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Kelley will show you how her garden went from dirt and gravel to 
an oasis for people, plants, and wildlife. With 20 years of garden-
ing experience, she’ll share tips and photos on how her garden 
grew. After attending a Naturescape program, she made a 
decision to change the direction of her garden. She added more 
native plantings to draw in even more birds and butterflies. The 
Spring Migration of 2013 was a roaring success, bringing in 
many varieties of warblers, sparrows, woodpeckers and hawks, 
as well as a few of her favourites like waxwings and orioles. She 
even had a few unusual surprises. Come and hear Kelley’s 
Garden Story. (Please note that Kelley’s garden was widely 
admired on Our Natural Garden Tour in 2015).

MORELS and OTHER FUNGI
Dr. David Punter, Retired Professor of 
Botany from the U of M
Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Morels are the mushrooms that appear in the spring while most 
other fungi can be found in late August and September. Partici-
pants in this workshop will begin learning to identify mushrooms 
in time for the morel season. A field trip will be offered in the late 
summer.

Workshop Time, Location & Fees
TIME: 7:30pm

LOCATION: KELVIN HIGH SCHOOL (Room 
31), Stafford Street at Academy road.

PARKING at Kelvin High School is available in the 
lot behind the school, by the west entrance.

FEE: $5 for Nature Manitoba members, $10 for non-
members (students: $3 for members or those on a family 

membership, $5 for non-members). Workshops are 
open to children over 10, accompanied by a parent.

Workshop Co-ordinator: Julia Schoen
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401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1G4
Phone: 204-943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About nature Manitoba

Nature Manitoba is people sharing a passion for nature. 
Since its foundation in 1920, Nature Manitoba’s mission has 
been to promote awareness, appreciation and understand-
ing of nature, and to preserve and enjoy it. In support of this 
mission, Nature Manitoba offers a wide variety of educa-
tional programs and publications, supports research into 
Manitoba’s biological and geophysical diversity, organizes 
field trips and outdoor activities year-round, and advocates 
for the protection of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Join online at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

N A T U r e  M A N i T o B A ’ S  
WORKSHOP SERIES 2016

 January 26th until April 26th See pages 18-19 for details.
We still have five more Discovery  
Evenings left, see pages 16-17.

The Aug 27th Lunar Eclipse 
viewed from the beach in Gimli.

Dennis Swayze

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/

