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170 Years on the  
St. Charles Prairie: 

A Natural and Human History 
by John P. Morgan, President, Prairie Habitats Inc.

In the early to mid 1800’s French Canadian surveyors laid out 
distinctive plots of land along Manitoba rivers and some lakes 
to become homesteads for fur trade staff, retirees and their 

families. These river lots usually were four miles long and one 
quarter mile wide. They fronted on the shore so that everyone had 
access to the highways of the day that connected them by canoe 
and York boat to the rest of the world. Lot boundaries still can be 
seen today in Manitoba along the Red, Seine, and Assiniboine 
Rivers, and Lake Manitoba. Many of Winnipeg’s streets today 
follow these river lot boundaries laid down over 170 years ago. 
Provencher, McDermot, Higgins, Sutherland, Selkirk, Burrows and 
Inkster Avenues are but a few, and are named after important 
pioneers in our province’s history.

Originally the lots often had lush riverbot-
tom forest on their narrow fronts, stretch-
ing back through miles of magnificent tall 
grass prairie and wetland. As some of the 
first land in Manitoba to be permanently 
settled by Metis, eastern Canadians and Europeans, these fertile 
soils largely were cleared, broken, farmed and urbanized by 1900. 
The exception was a unique tract of land now known as St. Charles 

Ranges. This area of over 
1,000 acres lies just west 
of the Perimeter Highway, 
north of Assiniboia Downs 
between Saskatchewan 
and Selkirk Avenues. It is 
an area I came to know 

well growing up as a budding ecologist 
living in St. Charles on Winnipeg’s 
western edge. It lay along my favourite 
haunt of the upper reaches of Sturgeon 
Creek, within view of the city skyline.  

A bit of wilderness full of wildlife, wildflowers and prairie vistas 
without parallel somehow had survived in an otherwise urban and 
agricultural landscape.

The St. Charles prairie owes its presence today to Sir Henry Pallot, 
an ex-British army officer sent out by the fledgling government of 
Canada as part of the 1,200 member Red River Expeditionary 
Force in August 1870, to deal with Louis Riel and the new Province 

WHAT?! NO DISCOVERY  
EVENINGS THIS FALL?!

See page 20…

“What we found blew us away... 
The prairie, though overgrown 

and unmanaged, was almost pristine.”
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Manitoba Provincial Rifle Association Meet, St. Charles Rifle Range 
July 1914. With close inspection of these historical photos, I was able to 
identify several tall grass species as shown in the inset photos. Few old 
photographs allow determination of native plant species like this one.
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President’s Corner
by Donald Himbeault

The Preoccupations of a President 

One of the more challenging duties of being President is coming up with 
new and compelling stories to write for this section of the Newsletter. 
Hence the inspiration for this issue, where I thought I would share a few 

of the other more salient things that keep me preoccupied, both in mind and 
body, in my role as President.

By far, the greatest thing that has preoccupied me, and many others, in the past 
months has been with the re-organization of the physical space of the Nature 
Manitoba office. Starting this year, we have reduced the size of the office by 
approximately half, as we have not renewed the lease on the room that we used 
as our Board room and library. This involved downsizing our library, getting rid  
of obsolete equipment and furniture, and finding ways to pack things more 
efficiently in our remaining space. Board meetings will now be held at other 
locations, where for now we use the meeting rooms of the St. Boniface Library. 
This latter change also resolves issues we had with parking, as our board meetings 
often coincided with Jets home games or other events that made downtown 
parking a challenge. A big thank you to all who helped in making the move  
so successful.

Happily, a waning preoccupation has been with the financial workings of our 
organization, where it appears this year our operations are in the black and we 
will be able to build up our financial reserves. Donations, special funding from 
Manitoba Community Services Corporation, and cost-trimming activities like that 
mentioned above, have greatly strengthened our organization.

A long-standing preoccupation has been that of the removal of the caveat on our 
Victoria Beach property, such that we may proceed with its sale. While it has taken 
some time, I believe we have now found a legal firm with the required expertise 
and disposition to take us to the resolution of what is turning out to be a rather 
complicated point of law. Hopefully there will be some good news to report on 
this in my next column.

A growing preoccupation, however, has been with the managing and renewal of 
our volunteer base. The challenges here are not unique to Nature Manitoba, as 
many organizations are struggling to keep and recruit volunteers. Part of this 
challenge is that there is a growing trend in today’s society towards micro-
volunteering, where volunteers prefer to perform specific short duration tasks 
which do not require an ongoing commitment by the volunteer. This trend does 
not fit with many of our committees, as they often require a longer term commit-
ment to perform a series of connected activities throughout the year. Do we try to 
convince these volunteers to comply with our existing way of doing things, or do 
we change our way of doing things to accommodate this new trend? I do not 
know what the solution will be, but I am guessing the latter is what we need to 
look at. If however, you are a volunteer that identifies with the traditional volun-
teering method, we would love to hear from you.

As a final note, I hope to see many of you at the upcoming AGM (see pages 6-7), 
where you may learn more on these and the many other things that have preoc-
cupied myself and the board for the past year.
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by Tommy Allen
Photo: Sean McLachlan
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Ted was the 
third genera-
tion of his family to 

grow up in Winnipeg’s Riverview 
neighbourhood. As a child he was always 
outdoors and savoured snowshoeing and 
skiing along the Red River. Growing up in 
a single-parent family, staying local was 
inherent, although after he and a friend 
built their own skin-on-frame kayaks at 
only 13 years old, they were able to find 
rides out to various rivers in shield country 
throughout their teenage years. 

Ted went directly into the Environmental 
Studies program at University of Mani-
toba, and worked as a farm labourer 
during the summers. After graduating, he 
took a year off and ended 
up working on a small 
mixed farm in Norway, an 
experience that fermented 
the deep connection 
between nature and culture 
for him. His original plan 
was to pursue Architecture, 
but decided rather to enter 
the first graduate Land-
scape Architecture program in Canada, 
opportunely at University of Manitoba. 
After several years of professional practice, 
Ted was able to get a job teaching in 1980, 
which he continues today as a Professor in 
the Department of Landscape Architecture. 
His main interest is the intersection 
between cultural landscape and nature, 
and how to bring this more intimately into 
our prairie city.

Some of his teaching colleagues included 
Dr. Jennifer Shay and Dr. Bob Newbury, 
so Ted was introduced early to the MNS 

and other proactive 
organizations involved 

in engaging people with 
nature. Not only has he been able 

to instill his passion for the outdoors into 
the intensive studio courses he teaches 
at University, he’s been able to undertake 
projects of his own and was seconded to 
establish the “Winnipeg Wild” program at 
FortWhyte in the late 90s – a program that 
focussed on enabling schools, homeowners 
and industry to integrate more biodiversity 
into their own landscapes. Ted has assisted 
with the creation of the Naturescape book 
(see page 11) and other environmental 
activist programs such as Evergreen, and 
he and his wife, Cathy Auld, set up the 
Bur Oak Fund at the Winnipeg Foundation 

to sponsor projects focussed 
on culture and nature.

As for local places you 
should recognize, Ted was 
involved in the community 
endeavours of creating the 
Bishop Grandin Greenway 
and Henteleff Park. He also 
uses his own yard alongside 

the Red River as a demonstration to 
others on integrating biodiversity into 
a residential landscape, a topic he has 
explored numerous times as a Nature 
Manitoba workshop instructor and on 
the 2001 Nature Manitoba Garden Tour. 
Although you may think this means Ted’s 
thoughts focus primarily on wildflow-
ers and wildlife, when Ted and Cathy 
travel, they tend to visit the gritty cities 
more than any of the expansive parks, as 
landscapes must include the social and 
embedded nature of our everyday life.

TED 
McLACHLAN

Welcome New Members!
Nov. 15, 2014 to Feb. 9, 2015

Gordon Austin
Luba Bereza

David Carty & family
Sandra Cote

Don Derksen & Michelle Hildebrand  
w/kids Susanna, Kathryn & Julius D

Jean-Francois Dion
Jen Finch

Quinn Fletcher
Sandy Hay Glass
Leanne Grieves

Karen Lang
Renee Langan
Shannon Leask

Joe Leven
Susan Loeppky
Ronald Murphy

John Peters
Bob Riffel

Janet & Bob Southern
Liv Thorseth
Alan Webster
Heather White

Gary Zuk

Nature Manitoba’s
95th Annual  
General Meeting
Monday, March 16, 2015
7:00pm at Le Centre Culturel 
Franco-Manitobain (340 Provencher 
Blvd, in St. Boniface). The AGM will 
be held in Salle Antoine-Gaborieau 
(2nd floor). See pages 6-7 for the 
AGM agenda and nominee bios. 

GIANT Garage Sale 
Sat. September 19th, 2015 
Nature Manitoba’s next Giant Garage 
Sale will be in the fall, on Sat. Sep. 19 
at Holy Cross School in St. Boniface. 
Volunteers will be needed, you can 
contact the office at 204-943-9029 to 
offer your help.

Mantario Thanks 
Mantario Committee would like to thank 
all of the ticket buyers and sellers in 
regards to the FortWhyte raffle tickets. 
We sold $1,300 of tickets and the 
Mantario Committee gets $650.

“... when Ted and 
Cathy travel, 

they tend to visit the 
gritty cities more 
than any of the 

expansive parks...”
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PEMBINA VALLEY PROVINCIAL PARK EXPANSION PROPOSED
(Excerpted from a Manitoba Government press release dated January 19, 2015)

WHITESHELL PROVINCIAL PARK EXPANSION FINALIZED
(Excerpted from a Manitoba Government press release dated December 16, 2014)

Nature in the News...

Officially opened in 2001, the 
Pembina Valley Provincial Park 
began as 178 hectares of 

natural area in south central Manitoba, 
bordered by the Pembina Valley 
Wildlife Management Area (WMA). 
Private land in the area has been 
purchased with the support of the 
Nature Conservancy of Canada and 
will be added to the park along with 
converting two units of the WMA to 
provincial park land. The proposed 
expansion would add 753 hectares to 
create a 931 hectare park, roughly the 
size of Beaudry Provincial Park. Public 
consultations on adding these lands to 
the park will begin this spring.

The park area is characterized by the 
Pembina Valley’s steep slopes carved 
from the soft shale bedrock of a glacial 
spillway, and features ridges of oak 
and aspen trees. With the additional 
land, it is hoped that new recreational 
opportunities can be developed in the 
park, including a longer hiking trail 
and even the possibility of a backcoun-
try camping experience along the 
Pembina River.

The Pembina River, running through 
the new lands, lies along a major 
migratory route for raptors. The river 
also supports at least one nationally 
uncommon fish species, the Bigmouth 
Shiner, which is listed as a species of 

special concern by the federal Species 
at Risk Act. The woodlands of the new 
lands include ironwood, a rare species 
in Manitoba.

“Our family is delighted to see our  
land added to the park and we believe 
this area, with its natural beauty and 
the Pembina River running through it, 
will add a great deal to the park,” said 
Paul Olafson, on behalf of the Olafson 
family, whose land was acquired for 
the expansion.  

“It is my passion to see us return to  
our lost love of nature, learn to under-
stand it, appreciate it, and rediscover 
our place in it,” said Henry Martens, an 
area advocate who once owned land 
that is part of the original park. “I 
believe this public/private partnership 
is a wonderful example of what we can 
do together to encourage harmony in a 
world of conflict.”

Public consultation dates will be posted at: 
www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/parks/consult/

C
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This expansion was proposed in 2013, and reported on in the 
May/June 2013 issue of Nature Manitoba News (see map on 
page 6 of that issue). It has now been finalized.

The Manitoba government is expanding Whiteshell 
Provincial Park to include 2,950 hectares of land and 
water, and increasing the protected area within the 

park by 20,375 hectares (an increase from 35 to 44% of the 
total park area). The added land and water will connect 
Whiteshell Provincial Park to the Whitemouth Bog Ecological 

Reserve and Whitemouth Bog Wildlife Management Area. 
The Whitemouth Bog contains calcareous fens, one of the 
rarest wetland types in North America. The expansion will 
help ensure the safety of this environment by protecting the 
waters that flow between the park and the bog. Protecting 
the wetlands will also help clean water before it reaches 
Lake Winnipeg. The park expansion will also help protect 
the shores of Big Whiteshell Lake, the Winnipeg River, 
White Lake and the rivers and streams that feed them.

http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/parks/consult/
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MANITOBA’S LARGEST EVER LAND DONATION  
TO PROTECT LAKE MANITOBA WETLAND

(Excerpted from a Manitoba Government press release dated November 26, 2014)

A Lake Manitoba wetland about five times the size of 
Birds Hill Park called Big Grass Marsh has been 
donated by the municipalities of Lakeview and 

Westbourne for conservation, making this the largest such 
land donation in the province’s history and the largest 
conservation agreement of its kind in Canada.

“This is the kind of forward-thinking, responsible habitat 
management that ensures the protection of an iconic 
wetland that provides flood control, water quality enhance-
ment, protection from drainage, carbon storage and wildlife 
habitat,” Conservation and Water Stewardship Minister 
Gord Mackintosh said. “This region is historic and was 
actually the first wetland project tackled by Ducks Unlimited 
more than 75 years ago.”

The two municipalities have signed conservation agree-
ments with the Manitoba Habitat Heritage Corporation that 
will permanently protect 18,211 hectares of wetland and 
aspen parklands near the south basin of Lake Manitoba. It 
will continue to be open to hunting, trapping and grazing.

“This internationally recognized wetland has exceptional 
biological diversity and watershed values,” said John Whita-
ker, chair, Manitoba Habitat Heritage Corporation. “As more 
areas become cleared and cultivated, it is important to keep 
land like this in its natural state and available for grazing,” 
said Reeve Phillip Thordarson, Rural Municipality (RM) of 
Lakeview. “The RM of Westbourne is pleased to know that 
these lands will continue to be managed and maintained 
the way they are now,” Reeve David Single added.

Permanently protecting this important region will continue 
to reduce the amount of phosphorous in water heading to 
Lake Manitoba by about 40 tonnes per year and ensure that 
it continues to store about three million tonnes of organic 
carbon. The marsh also holds a significant amount of water 
from the Whitemud River in the spring and grows signifi-
cantly during wet periods, which helps reduce flooding. This 
effort will also support and diversify the local economy as 
an eco-tourism destination. Big Grass Marsh is an interna-
tionally recognized bird-watching area for the numbers of 
waterfowl it attracts. 

According to a Nov. 26 Winnipeg Free Press article by Bill 
Redekop, Big Grass Marsh is Manitoba’s third-largest wetland 
and stretches more than 40 kilometres from south to north. 
All the land donated is municipal and Crown land, and 
includes community pastures formerly held by the federal 
Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration. There has been 
ongoing pressure to develop the marshland by draining it for 
agricultural use, and similar pressure on PFRA pastures (see 
article in Jan/Feb 2013 Nature Manitoba News).

The RMs of Lakeview and Westbourne (which were amalgam-
ated with the Town of Gladstone on Jan. 1, 2015 to become 
the RM of Westlake Gladstone) agreed that they wanted to 
protect the marsh from future development and perhaps future 
councils. They approached the Manitoba Habitat Heritage 
Corporation, a non-profit Crown corporation mandated to 
conserve and restore fish and wildlife habitat. MHHC drafted 
their wishes into a legal document and presented it to Mani-
toba Conservation. 

Big Grass is on the Central and Mississippi flyways, and is an 
important staging area for mallards, snow geese and Canada 
geese, as well as Franklin’s gulls. Up to 10,000 Mallards use 
the marsh in the fall and 6,500 migrating Sandhill Cranes.

To read the full Winnipeg Free Press article, visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/big-grass-marsh

C
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http://tinyurl.com/big-grass-marsh
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Nomination Committee recommendation for  

Board Members for 2015-16

Executive Board Members for Election: 
 President .......................................Don Himbeault
 Executive Vice-President .................Jack Dubois
 Vice-President ............................ James Whitelaw
 Secretary ............................................ Alain Louer
 Treasurer ............................................Nikolas Cyr 
 Past-President (not for election)... Roger Turenne 

Directors for Election:
Les McCann, Rommel Molod and Tracey Seida

 
Continuing Directors:

Christian Artuso, Scott Falkingham, 
Michelle Kading, Shauna McQuarrie,  
Eric Melvin and Roger Sutherland.

Nature Manitoba’s
95TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Monday, March 16th 2015 at 7:00pm

NOMINEES – EXECUTIVE:

Don Himbeault (President)
Don joined Nature Manitoba in 2010, and since 
then has been active at many of the organiza-
tion’s indoor and outdoor activities, as well as 
the board room where he currently serves as 
President. He is a Professional Engineer with a 
passion for the environment, sustainable living, 
and pursuing an active outdoor lifestyle. Don’s 

interests include cycling, canoeing, hiking, cross-country skiing, 
and also includes an innate curiosity for the scientific and histori-
cal aspects of our natural world. Don looks forward to sharing his 
prior experience with other boards and promoting the mission of 
Nature Manitoba.

Jack Dubois (Exec. Vice President)
Jack was born and raised in Winnipeg, graduat-
ing from the University of Manitoba with a  
B.Sc. (Zoology/Botany) in 1972. He is recently 
retired from his position of Director of the 
Wildlife and Ecosystem Protection Branch, 
Manitoba Conservation, where he worked for 
ten years. Previous employers have been the 

Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature and Parks Canada. Jack has 
been active for many years in community issues in Manitoba and 
has taken active roles on many boards including the Manitoba 

Eco-Network Inc., Wapusk National Park, Manitoba Habitat 
Heritage Corporation, Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre, 
Churchill Northern Studies Centre, The Fur Institute of Canada, 
and the Manitoba Naturalists Society, as Nature Manitoba was 
known then. Jack and his family like to canoe and otherwise spend 
time in remote areas of Manitoba. He is also known to do a little 
hunting, fishing, spelunking and bird watching in his spare time, 
when not at their cabin on Hecla Island.

James Whitelaw (Vice President)
James Whitelaw has a B.Sc. (Ecological Sci-
ences) from the University of Edinburgh and a 
Ph.D. (Zoology) from the University of Liver-
pool. He was a staff scientist at the Royal 
Society Aldabra Research Station and worked on 
urban nature conservation projects in London. 
He was a member of the management commit-

tee of the Scottish Wildlife Trust (Tayside), on the regional 
committee of the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club, and was for seven 
years chairman and secretary of the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club, 
Tayside Branch, before fleeing back to Canada in 2004.

James has been a Nature Manitoba member since 2004 and has 
greatly enjoyed the bird outings, indoor meetings and workshops. 
James is a keen birder and is interested in all aspects of natural 
history and environmental issues. He enjoys his family, his dogs, 
and his birding trips. He has been moved on by the military in Ven-
ezuela, detained by the army in Ecuador, and robbed at knifepoint 
in Gambia, and is looking forward to more birding adventures.

The AGM will start at 7pm at Le Centre Culturel Franco-
Manitobain (340 Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface). The 
AGM will be in Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (2nd floor). It will 
be followed by a presentation by Christian Artuso, Mani-
toba Breeding Bird Atlas Coordinator (see page 20).

2015 AGM Agenda
1. Welcome
2. Minutes of the preceding AGM (March 17, 2014)
3.  Annual Report of the President
4. Treasurer’s Report and the Report of the Auditors
5. Appointment of Auditors for 2015
6. Annual Reports of Nature Manitoba Committees
7. Resolutions
8. Election of Directors of the Board
9. Election of the Executive of Nature Manitoba
10. Presentation of Awards
11. Adjournment
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Alain Louer (Secretary)
Alain has been a member of Nature Manitoba 
since 1996, attracted by his great love for 
the outdoors. He knew joining would lead to 
opportunities such as hiking the Mantario trail, 
and now feels the accomplishment of doing 
so. He went to the Mantario cabin for the first 
time, as a participant, during the 2001 summer 

program, the year the cabin rebuilding was completed. He chaired 
the Mantario Committee for several years, and is also active in the 
outdoor program with hiking, canoeing, skiing and snowshoeing. 
Although far from an expert, he enjoys the learning experience 
of our birding and botany outings, the Discovery Evenings, the 
Workshops and the Garden Tour. Alain is a government worker and 
has been a volunteer for the Union Nationale Française since 1994.

Nikolas Cyr (Treasurer)
Nikolas is an accounting student working 
towards his Certified General Accountant 
designation. He has enjoyed the outdoors for 
many years, and has seen many of the natural 
environments Canada has to offer. He first went 
to the Mantario cabin in 2004 with his parents 
and sister as part of family week.

NOMINEES – DIRECTORS:

Les McCann (Director)
Les has served on the Nature Manitoba Board 
for the past several years in various Board 
positions including Board member, Secretary, 
President and Past President. He enjoys partici-
pating in the Board decision making and 
planning regarding the Outdoor Program, 
Discovery Evenings, Finance Committee, 

Nominations Committee, Garage Sale, and especially the Bridging 
the Gap program. Les feels Nature Manitoba activities have always 
enhanced his enjoyment of life. Now in retirement, Nature 
Manitoba activities help him in the five areas of life “they” tell you 
to ensure you keep healthy. These are: to maintain a strong social 
network of family and friends, do something for society, doing 
something just for yourself, and physical exercise. The fifth 
strategic area of life is that of personal finances. With the minimal 
costs involved in participating in all the previously mentioned 
activities, Les thinks he is getting maximum bang for the buck.

Rommel Molod (Director)
An avid outdoors person, Rommel regrets not 
joining Nature Manitoba sooner, but he thought 
the Manitoba Naturalists Society was a technical 
group involved in the science of nature. He has a 
passion for fishing, hiking, cycling and since the 
summer of 2010, canoeing. He hopes that one 
day he will learn to cross country ski so that he 

can join the winter ski trips. In his free time, he volunteers at a 
community bike shop in the city’s west end. He immigrated to 
Canada in 2007 and since has been working with the Province of 
Manitoba and currently as an air quality specialist. He has a 
Master in Environmental Management degree from the University 
of San Francisco.

Tracey Seida (Director)
Tracey joined Nature Manitoba just over a 
year ago, but has become an avid enthusiast 
of the organization. Tracey has a background 
in communications, and currently coordinates 
and teaches in the Creative Communications 
program at Red River College. She enjoys square 
foot gardening, and spends time running, 

hiking, cycling, cross-country skiing, bird watching, kayaking and 
canoeing in Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario. Tracey loves to 
combine her passion for education with her passion for nature. 

Les M
cC
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Alain Louer, one of five hardy members who 
ventured out for this years November winter 
camping outing in Riding Mountain National Park.
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of Manitoba. Also known as the Wolseley Expedition for its leader, 
General Garnet Wolseley, Pallot stayed on at Red River after 
Manitoba became a province. An avid outdoorsman and hunter, he 
acquired river lot numbers 85 through 89, in the Parish of St. 
Charles in the late 1800’s. Kept as his own private hunting 
preserve, he treated friends to shoots (likely for Prairie Chicken 
and waterfowl). Perhaps they even found tracks and bones of the 
recently eliminated bison that had only a few decades earlier 
grazed the tall prairies and watered in the clean, freshwater 
springs of Sturgeon Creek. The springs still are there today. He 
likely saw some of the last Passenger Pigeons there as well before 
that species became extinct a few years later. When the European 
guns of war began to threaten in the lead-up to World War I, Pallot 
donated the land to the Government of Canada Department of 
National Defence (DND) in 1911 to become a military training 
area. Thousands of Canadian troops trained there for the battle-
fields of France, Holland, Italy, Germany, Hong Kong, Korea, 
Cyprus and Afghanistan. 

Included in this training roster was my father, Francis John 
Morgan (OBE), who trained with the Winnipeg Grenadiers there 
before heading off to help defend Hong Kong from the Japanese in 
1941. The remnants of his regiment were to spend 
the next four years of the rest of WWII after the 
Battle of Hong Kong as “guests of Hirohito” in 
Japanese prisoner camps. Only half of those who 
went to Hong Kong came back home late in 1945. 
Luckily for our family, Dad was one of those who 
returned. It was Dad who first took me out to St. 
Charles Ranges in 1968 just after he had retired 
from over 30 years of service in the Canadian 
Army Medical Corps. Though I was only 12 at the time, I recog-
nized it as a very special area for wildlife, and often tried to return 
to satisfy my natural history curiosity. I could not because it was 
off limits. It would not be for another 25 years, in 1993, that I 

finally would get permission from DND as the first biologist to 
inventory this unique Manitoba gem. Lewis Cocks, Nature Mani-
toba member and then Air Command Environment Officer, 
facilitated the process by getting through the red tape to allow our 
studies there over the next couple of years. 

What we found blew us away. With colleagues Doug Collicutt, 
Cynthia Cohlmeyer, and Dave Gylywoychuk, we identified over 90 

species of plants, most of them native tall grass 
prairie species. Many were rare. Swainson’s Hawks, 
Northern Harriers, Short Eared Owls, Western 
Meadowlarks, four species of shrews, Short Tailed 
Weasels, Beavers, Muskrats, Jack Rabbits, Monarch, 
Viceroy, Blue and Painted Lady Butterflies all 
indicated to us that it was an oasis for wildlife. The 
prairie, though overgrown and unmanaged, was 
almost pristine. DND had done an excellent job of 

preserving the area without even realizing it. Most of the sur-
rounding lands had been converted to crops or urban develop-
ment. The military activities on the Ranges had had little effect on 

the native vegetation. It was like a 
national park.

Researching historical information 
from the Manitoba Archives on the 
Dominion Land Survey allowed us to 
prepare a vegetation map from 1871. 
The original notebooks of the survey-
ors gave descriptions of St. Charles 
Ranges as: “High, open prairie land 
and scrubby willow” (Sinclair 1871) 
and “Native prairie with clumps of 
willow and burnt bush” (Phillips 
1875). From their excellent notes and 
sketches, we were able to prepare 
the first plant community map of 
St. Charles ranges. Incredibly, we 
were able to find high quality aerial 
photography of St. Charles Ranges 
from the National Air Photo Library 
in Ottawa dating back to 1928. These 
were some of the first air photos 
taken in Manitoba, and they lined 
up perfectly with our 1871 map. 

Biologists use aerial photos to identify 
and map vegetation communities, 
something I had done for years. But 
never before had I been able to go 

“‘You want to do 
what?’ the Base 

Commander asked... 
‘Burn the prairie!’ 

I responded.”

170 Years on the St. Charles Prairie: 
A Natural and Human History 

(...continued from page 1)
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1871 Vegetation Map 1928 Air Photo 1962 Air Photo 1991 Air Photo

Identifiable colour wildflowers in historical 
photo added by John P. Morgan.

Saskatchewan Avenue is at the bottom, Sturgeon Creek top right. Note the steady progression 
of aspen forest over the tall grass prairie since 1871. Aerial photos courtesy of the National 

Air Photo Library, Ottawa and Province of Manitoba Air Photo Library, Winnipeg. 
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back so far to get a snapshot in time. Manitoba’s Provincial Air 
Photo Library supplied subsequent aerial photos from the 1940’s, 
1960’s and 1990’s. Overlaid together, this series allowed us to see 
the changes in the area: the steady decline of native plants in the 
surroundings as agriculture intensified and the City of Winnipeg 
grew westward. 

The inventory and management plan we prepared for DND on the 
St. Charles Ranges was well received by senior military staff with 
one exception. “You want to do what?” the Base Commander asked 
at the meeting where we presented our findings. “Burn the 
prairie!” I responded. We could find no evidence that fires had 
been allowed in the last hundred years of DND ownership. The 
Base Commander obviously did not know me. As a prairie ecolo-
gist, I knew the very best thing that can be done for most native 
prairies nowadays is to burn them. The tall grass prairie histori-
cally burned on average every couple of years before European 
settlement. It is well adapted to it. 
Without burning, aspen, willow, 
snowberry and non-native grasses had 
encroached on the tall grass prairie. 
Native prairie cover had been reduced 
by over 50% since the 1928 air photos. 
So the first burns were done in 1994. By the third burn in 1996 the 
effect was dramatic. Significantly more cover and diversity of 
native species returned and the wildflowers simply were spectacu-
lar. By 2008, University of Manitoba botanists Dr. Liz Punter and 
Julie Pelc had found 179 species of plants, nearly doubling our 
initial inventory. 

U of M entomologists Drs. Rob Roughley 
and David Wade found some amazing 
results in a study of the effects of pre-
scribed fire timing on the St. Charles 
ecosystem: 126 species of spiders in 
17 families, plus 104 species of ground 
beetles. Spider abundance decreased im-
mediately after controlled burns, and took 
up to 4 years to recover. But burned areas 
had more species diversity than unburned. 
Several new species that had never been 
described before were found on the ranges. 
Rob was still working on the fascinating in-
vertebrate fauna of St. Charles Ranges until 
his sudden and untimely passing in 2009. 

Recent experiments in aspen control by 
girdling were extremely successful. Parts of 
the aspen forest that once had been native 

prairie now are returning to Prairie Cord Grass and other grassland 
species. Burning or cutting often causes aspen to sucker, sometimes 
resulting in more aspen than before, unless repeated constantly 
over short intervals. Girdling (removing a small ring of bark 
around the base of the tree) kills the aspen. It opens up the canopy 
so that suppressed grassland species can recover areas where they 
once grew. 

DND, World Wildlife Fund Canada and Nature Manitoba entered 
into a voluntary agreement in 2001 to protect and conserve the St. 
Charles Ranges. While still using it as a military training area as it 
has done for a hundred years, DND agreed to ensure the area’s 
long term survival with input from conservationists. Recent 
developments in the area with Centreport have cast the area’s 
future security in jeopardy. Poised on the very edge of St. Charles 
Ranges now sits a major highway with plans to create a new 
entranceway into Winnipeg from the west. Cutting a swath 

through St. Charles Ranges seems to 
be in the works, though little has 
been made public. An area with so 
much human and natural history 
surely deserves to be more than an 
interesting footnote. City planning 

does not have to blindly ignore significant, irreplaceable features 
of our landscape. St. Charles Ranges could be an important 
education, conservation and multi-use area, a real treasure for 
future generations. Or it could be another roadside parking lot, 
warehouse or strip mall. The choice is ours to make.

“An area with so much human and 
natural history surely deserves to 

be more than an interesting footnote.”

John P. M
organ

John P. M
organ
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St. Charles Ranges tall grass 
prairie in September 2014

A girdled Aspen – 
  a process to make room 

for grassland species

Controlled burn  
on April 26, 2012.
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Great Memories from the North: Some Atlassing Stories
by Richard Staniforth (Reprinted from the Winter 2014 Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas newsletter)

Wolf: Rudolf Koes and I saw wolves several times, but 
one encounter in particular was surreal. We were 

sitting in the shade of a spruce on the Robertson Esker 
enjoying lunch. Rudolf whispered “Don’t move – there is a 
wolf coming towards us!” It was trotting down a parallel 
esker, 25 metres away, passed us and went on its way. We 
looked at each other, “Did that really happen?”.

Bear: Rudolf and I also saw black bears several times. Like 
the wolves – no problems! Once, near Big Sand Lake we 
almost encountered a grizzly bear. We were dropped off at 
the foot of the esker to be picked up four hours later. In 
pouring rain, we climbed up and followed the trail to the 
ridge top. Going in the same direction, and very recently, 
were huge tracks of a bear. They were fresh because the rain 
had not yet distorted them. My size 10 rubber boot foot 
print was two inches shorter than the foot print of the bear! 
We did not see the bear except in our thoughts that night.

Black Scoters: While atlassing with Christian Artuso at 
Courage Lake, we found several, isolated, medium-sized 
ponds inhabited by Black Scoters. They were always females 
and usually single birds. An exception was a pond about one 
km from the cabin where there were initially two birds. We 
thoroughly searched the entire circumference of the pond 
for a nest with no success. We looked beneath the low 
branches of stunted spruce and tamarack “trees”, as well as 
grassy tussocks and patches of ericaceous shrubs. We also 
spent considerable time hiding and watching for any sign a 
female might return to a nest, to no avail. On one occasion, 
I thought I would definitely find a nest because I flushed a 
female from beneath my feet while walking a pond edge. 

Again there were no signs: no nest, no chicks. Our frustra-
tions came to an end with this notoriously uncooperative 
species when Christian discovered a female with downy 
young several kilometres to the east of the cabin – the only 
confirmed breeding for Black Scoter in the whole atlas.

Long-tailed Jaegers: Christian returned from one of  
his energetic hikes and told how he came across a pair of 
aggressive Long-tailed Jaegers atop a nearby esker. This  
was the first and closest of several pairs that we would find 
during our stay at Courage Lake. We headed off to the esker 
about one km east of the cabin. The jaegers soon spotted us 
over the open sedge-tundra, and came to greet us by circling 
overhead and calling. The birds were very agile in the air and 
capable of hovering and rapid dives and fast manoeuvres. As 
we got closer to the esker the birds became more vociferous 
and eventually started diving at our heads. The dives were 
usually from the direction of the sun which meant that we 
could not see them coming! Another pair of jaegers joined in 
and now we were being bombarded by four birds. Surely we 
were close to a nest, or fledglings? We quartered the top of 
the esker but without success. The vegetation was extremely 
short, consisting of lichens or dwarf shrubs, such as rock 
cranberries and we were confident that we would have found 
the nest had there been one there. We backed off and hid in 
some dwarf birches by lying in the wet fen to watch the birds 
from 500 m distance. They settled on the esker after our 
departure, but gave no clue about the presence of a nest.  
At one point an immature Bald Eagle flew by and the jaegers 
effectively escorted it away. We never did find a jaeger nest 
during our 5-day stay even though we would see jaegers on 
most hikes across the tundra.
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Encounters of the
           NATURAL Kind

Please send us 
your short stories 

(approx. 300-500 
words) of interesting 

encounters with 
Manitoba nature.

Richard at Courage Lake, and a 
superimposed Long-tailed Jaeger.
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All you need is  
a little space!
Naturescape Manitoba 
now available for $20
Want to bring the natural world 
back to your surroundings, 
attract more birds and butterflies, 
create a healthier habitat, or 
simply do something different in 
your yard? Then this book is for 
you! With a host of information 
about native plants, lawn care, 
composting, water conservation, 
dealing with pests, project ideas 
and much more, this 200-page 
full-colour book is on sale for 
$20 (regular price $24.95) and 
is available from the Nature 
Manitoba office (204-943-9029; 
tax included, shipping within 
Manitoba is approx. $13).

Join us for  
Our Natural Garden Tour  
July 4, 2015

As spring approaches, now is the time to mark your 
calendar for Our Natural Garden Tour 2015! The date is 
July 4 and the price is still $15.00, one of the best garden 

tour deals around! We’re doing something a little different this 
year – all of the gardens are in one area of the city: Whyte 
Ridge. There are eight private gardens with styles ranging from 
formal to quiet and cozy; two are Naturescape-certified with a 
focus on habitat for attracting birds and butterflies; another 
boasts a spectacular vegetable garden. This year’s community 
garden is a butterfly garden under development at the Whyte 
Ridge Community Centre, and will be the cornerstone of a new 
interpretive trail project.

As usual, information about each garden, including addresses 
and directions, are on the ticket. This is a self-directed tour, and 
we encourage carpooling; better yet, given the proximity of the 
gardens to each other this year, consider cycling or walking 
between gardens.

Tickets will be available at the March Discovery Evening and 
AGM (see page 20), and at all Nature Manitoba workshops (see 
pages 22-23). They can also be bought from the office (204-
943-9029 or info@naturemanitoba.ca), and starting in mid to 
late April will be for sale at the following vendors: McNally 
Robinson Booksellers, Preferred Perch (St. Mary’s Rd), The 
Green Scene on Lilac St, Calabria Market on Scurfield Blvd, 
and the following Garden Centres: Lacoste, St. Mary’s and 
Sage Garden Herbs (all on south St. Mary’s Rd), Shelmerdine 
on Roblin Blvd, Schreimer’s in East St. Paul, and Jensen’s on 
McGillivray Blvd.
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Attend Our Natural Garden Tour 
on SATURDAY, JULY 4, 2015. 

Support Nature Manitoba and enjoy 
a day of flora, friends and fun!

mailto:info%40naturemanitoba.ca?subject=Garden%20Tour%202015
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ALS Fundraiser Pinawa Ski
Sat. February 28th

    Ski shield country forest with some 
steep hills. We will be supporting 

a fundraiser for the ALS Society of 
Manitoba. Complete details available at 
http://tinyurl.com/ALSskitour2015. 

Contact Karen Clements at 204-770-4375 
or karenclements@shaw.ca. [Int]

Urban Hike in The Exchange
Sun. March 8th

Meet at 10am at The Forks in front of 
Johnston Terminal. Possibility to eat at 
Neechi Commons at Main and Euclid.  

Call Roger Sutherland at 
204-451-1219. [Nvc]

Hike Assiniboine Forest
Sat. March 14th

Hike through the Assiniboine Forest to 
FortWhyte. Buy lunch at the restaurant 

and hike back for a total of ca. 13 
km on very well maintained trails. 
Please register only after March 6.

Email Rose Kuzina at  
rkuzina@mymts.net. [Nvc]

Ski Birds Hill
Sun. March 15th

 Enjoy the spring skiing if there’s snow. 
Contact Karen Clements at 204-770-4375 

or karenclements@shaw.ca. [Nvc/Int]

Ski Grand Beach
Sat. March 21st

Join Les for a late season ski.
Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108 

or lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Int]

Hike/Ski Shannondale
Sat. March 28th

Dependant on weather and trail condi-
tions this will be either a ski or a hike. 
Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108 

or lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Int]

Whittier Park BBQ & Hike
Sat. April 4th

Join Roger for an evening full moon hike 
in Whittier Park in St. Boniface. We will 
start with a BBQ at Roger’s around 6 pm 

and hike around Whittier Park afterwards.
Call Roger Sutherland at 

204-451-1219. [Nvc]

Hike the Pinawa Area
Sat. April 11th

A ca. 10 km all-day hike on the Pinawa 
section of the TransCanada Trail, going 

through forest and rock escarpment. 
Please register only after April 1.

Email Rose Kuzina at  
rkuzina@mymts.net. [Int]

Hike Narcisse Snake Dens
Sun. April 19th

Join Roger to visit the Narcisse dens. We 
will also visit Oak Hammock Marsh.

Call Roger Sutherland at 
204-451-1219. [Nvc]

Hike North Beaudry
Sat. April 25th

Join Les for this day hike. We 
should see some of the early signs 

of spring in the local forests.
Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108 
or lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Nvc]

Amisk Hike in Whiteshell
Sun. May 3rd

Join Roger for a hike in the beauti-
ful Whiteshell Provincial Park on the 
Amisk trail. We will meet at 9 am. 

Call Roger Sutherland at 
204-451-1219. [Nvc]

Hike to Grand Beach
Sat. May 9th

A ca. 10 km all-day hike along the 
eastern shoreline of Lake Winnipeg 
on the TransCanada Trail – from the 
southern lakeshore communities to 

Grand Beach. Note this is bear country. 
Please register only after May 1.

Email Rose Kuzina at  
rkuzina@mymts.net. [Int]

Camping in Riding Mountain
Sat. May 16th - Tue. May 19th

Camp at Whirlpool Lake in Riding Moutain. 
Your stay can be 3-4 days. The campsite is 
50 m from the parking area (you cannot 
camp by a car). There is an eating shelter 
and a very nice air-vented gravity toilet. 

During the stay, there are two main activity 
options: (1) cycling on the Cowan Lake 
trail/cycling on Prov road 19 and/or (2) 
hiking on the Cowan lake trail/hiking on 
gravel roads. Cycling/hiking the Cowan 
Lake trail depends on the wetness of the 

trail. There will be a “geocache” event, with 
the prize being an original Paul Panton art 

piece (nature scene). The trip difficulty 
level is marked as intermediate, however, 
novice campers are welcome because the 
camping is fairly safe and comfortable. 

Contact Jerrry Ameis at 
raven981@mts.net. [Int]

Spruce Woods Provincial Park
Sun. May 17th

 Join Roger to visit the sandy dunes and 
the Devil’s Punch Bowl in Spruce Woods 
Provincial Park. We will leave at 9am. 

Call Roger Sutherland at 
204-451-1219. [Nvc] 

Hunt Lake Hike
Sat. May 23rd

Join Les for this full-day, demanding but 
satisfying hike. For good reason this MB 

trail is considered among the most scenic. 
Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108 
or lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Adv]

Intro to Backcountry 
Camping – Part II

Fri. May 29th - Sun. May 31st
This is a hands-on backcountry 
outing (either Spruce Woods or 

Riding Mountain National Park) in 
follow-up to the Backcountry Camp-
ing workshop of Feb 3, 2015. [Adv]

Hecla Provincial Park
Sun. May 31st

Join Roger to visit the historical Hecla 
Village and then Hecla Provincial Park 

where we shall visit a marsh and the Lake 
Winnipeg shoreline. We will meet at 9am.

Call Roger Sutherland at 
204-451-1219. [Nvc]

Trips are not always planned far enough ahead to be listed here. See the Outdoor Activities section at  
www.naturemanitoba.ca for the most up-to-date listing, or sign-up there to receive a weekly list by email.

New Trip Ratings
The trip rating categories have changed 

from a 5-category numerical system 
to a 3-category text system (novice, 

intermediate, advanced). Please 
familiarize yourselves with the new 

system by reading the column to the 
right. Also, be aware that categories do 
not necessarily have sharp boundaries. 

Therefore, novice/intermediate or 
intermediate/advanced are a possibility.

http://tinyurl.com/ALSskitour2015
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca
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Free on Wednesdays?
Join the Grey Hares for interesting trips and activities and good company.

More Grey Hares trips will be scheduled for May. Trips are not always 
planned far enough ahead to be listed here. See our website’s Grey Hares 

page in our “Outdoor Activity” section for the most up-to-date listing.

Ski Bittersweet Trails
Wed. March 4th

Near Treherne there are 20 kms of 
classic and 14 kms of skate ski trails of 
varying difficulty, from easy to difficult. 
Easier trails are toward the east side, 

more difficult trails and hills to the west 
side. There is a central warming hut 
and new clubhouse at the trail head.
Ted Harvey at 204-889-5725. [Int]

Ski Shannondale Trails
Wed. March 11th

Ski the trails west of Morden (20kms, 
hilly, with warming huts) and the 

Burwalde Ski Trails (with 12 kms of 
classic and 5 kms of skate ski trails) on 
Hwy 3 between Carman and Morden.

Les McCann at 204-895-8108 or 
lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Int]

Ski Beaudry Park
Wed. March 18th

Ski the forested trails at Beaudry Park (near 
Headingly). Remember your park pass!

Doris Orchyk at 204-837-6166. [Nvc/Int]

Ski Birds Hill Park
Wed. March 25th

Ski the beautifully groomed trails in Birds 
Hill Park. Remember your park pass!!
Mike Treacy at 204-661-2232. [Nvc]

Canadian Museum  
for Human Rights

Wed. April 1st
Possible group tour to be arranged.
Pat Gray at 204-269-1765. [Nvc]

Assiniboine Park and Zoo
Wed. April 8th

A visit to the park and zoo.
Doris Orchyk at 204-837-6166. [Nvc]

Cycle Birds Hill Park
Wed. April 15th

Could be our first cycle of the year!
Doris Orchyk at 204-837-6166. [Nvc]

Cycle or Hike
Wed. April 22nd

More details to follow as 
Spring approaches.

Charles Begley at 204-233-8395. [Nvc]

Narcisse Snake Dens
Wed. April 29th

In case the Snake Dens aren’t ready on this 
date, the alternate outing will be paddling 

on the Seine River with leaders Pat and 
John Gray. An update will be provided to 
the Grey Hares list as spring approaches.
Contact Kevin/Anita Miller at k.a.miller@

mts.net or 204-224-3628. [Nvc]

GENERAL RATING 
GUIDELINES APPLICABLE 

TO ALL ACTIVITIES 
Novice (Nvc): Typically 2-3 hr duration. 
Little or no experience required. Easy 
terrain or calm water. Limited physical 

fitness acceptable. Weather not normally 
severe (shelter usually available).

Intermediate (Int): Typically a 4-6 hr day trip. 
Some previous experience and skill desirable. 

Some steep or difficult terrain or waves 
possible. Moderate physical fitness required. 
Weather not normally severe (shelter likely 
not available). For multi-day trips: A fairly 

easy 2-5 day camping trip requiring medium/
heavy packs, some specialized equipment 
and skills. Effects of inclement weather and 

injuries more severe than for a day trip. 

Advanced (Adv): A full day trip. Previous 
experience, significant skill and good physical 

condition required. Must be able to carry 
a heavy pack. Steep or difficult terrain or 

waves to be expected. Sustained strenuous 
activity required. For multi-day trips: A 

strenuous camping trip of many days duration 
requiring medium/heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Long portages over 
difficult terrain may occur. Severe weather 
conditions may halt trip and require use of 
skilled survival techniques. Accidents such 
as capsizing or physical injuries may be life 
threatening. Wilderness or remote location 
may make rescue or aid difficult to obtain. 

For detailed Trip Rating Guidelines, see 
www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=trip-ratings

PLEASE NOTE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot be 

reached, call the office at 204-943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 
as described in the detailed trip rating 
guidelines on our website (see above).

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for 
inclement weather. Participants must have 
adequate clothing, water, food, must carry 

their own gear, and are responsible for 
ensuring it is in good working condition.

LOTS  
OF BIRD 
OUTINGS!
The spring bird 
outings are 
listed next to 
the Bird News 
on page 15. 

Sabine's Gull, seen at Oak 
Lake on September 20, 2014
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http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=trip-ratings
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2014 Fall Migration Highlights
by Rudolf Koes

A ugust and September saw fluctuating temperatures  
and a fair bit of rain, while October was generally 
balmy and dry. November was cold and dry, with the 

first substantial snowfall not arriving until late in the month,  
at least in the Winnipeg area. With the fieldwork of the 
Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas completed, birders now had 
more time for general birding. 

A pair of Mississippi Kites in the River Heights area of Win-
nipeg, first noted by Michael Loyd in late July, continued to be 
present well into August, but unfortunately the single young 
fell out of the nest and had to be taken for rehabilitation (see 
articles in Fall 2014 issue of Nature Manitoba News). Several 
birding parties visited Whitewater Lake during August, and 
were rewarded with large numbers of White-faced Ibises (up to 
90), a few Snowy Egrets and dozens of Great Egrets. The only 
substantial shorebird numbers of the fall were also recorded 
here. There were many broods of waterbirds at this time, 
evidence of late nesting and re-nesting after the wet spring and 
early summer. Rare waterfowl included Black Scoters at Natalie 
Lake 13 October (Peter Taylor), at Hecla Village 24 October 
(Joanne Smith) and at Pine Falls 1 November (Peter Taylor, 
Anita Drabyk). Also of note was a Barrow’s Goldeneye at the 
Hecla causeway on 20 October (Peter Taylor, Garry Budyk, 
Rudolf Koes, Richard Staniforth).

As was reported in the Winter 2014/15 Newsletter, the fall 
Hawk Watch turned up single Sabine’s Gulls: one near Manitou 
on 13 September (Rob Parsons, Liis Veelma) and one at Oak 
Lake on 20 September (Gillian Richards et al. – see photo on 
page 13). Up to two Glaucous Gulls lingered at Gimli from 
early October to early November (Peter Taylor, Donna Martin) 
and another was at Hecla on 15 November (Donna Martin). On 
18 September Rob Parsons had a fly-by White-winged Dove in 
Winnipeg, about the seventh record for the province. 

As of this writing in early December, Snowy Owls have been 
present in fair numbers, but so far Northern Hawk Owls have 
been scarce and Great Grays have gone virtually unreported. 
On the other hand, it was quite the fall for Red-bellied Wood-
pecker sightings. Reports, involving eleven birds in total, came 
from Headingley, Kleefeld, the Stony Mountain area, Victoria 
Beach, Winnipeg, Elma, Beausejour, Starbuck, Noble Lake and 
the Austin area. This is an unprecedented tally for a single 
season. Also of note in the woodpecker department were tardy 
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers in downtown Winnipeg on 4 Nov. 
(Garry Budyk) and in Charleswood 20-25 Nov. (Paul Friesen). 

A Western Tanager was seen by Garry Budyk and Deanna 
Dodgson near Lewis Road on 27 September. Just over a month 
later, Garry and Deanna spotted a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher along 
the Spirit Rock Trail at Grand Beach on 2 November, certainly 
one of the best birds of the season. About the seventh sighting 
for the province, amazingly, it was at exactly the same location 
as a gnatcatcher seen in 1996! The only Varied Thrush report 
in the fall came from Traverse Bay in late November (fide 
Christian Artuso; another was found in Fort Garry in late 
December). A Northern Mockingbird lingered in the Westwood 
area of Winnipeg from late October; another bird was seen 
briefly by Peter Taylor and Rudolf Koes at St. Georges on 22 
November. No large influx of Bohemian Waxwings had oc-
curred by early December, nor was it looking like a major 
Red-breasted Nuthatch incursion year, as numbers outside the 
boreal forest were low.

Passerine migration in the fall was a mixed bag. While war-
blers, especially Bay-breasted, seemed to be in good supply, 
flycatchers, Catharus thrushes and sparrows were less promi-
nent. Tardy warblers included a Chestnut-sided at Winnipeg on 
9 October (Robert Parsons), a Yellow at Charleswood on 6 
October, a Black-throated Green at Assiniboine Park on 7 
October (both Lars Jansson), a Tennessee at Steinbach on 17 
October (Dennis Fast) and a Magnolia at Headingley on 26 
October (Bob Shettler). Single Black-throated Blue Warblers at 
Hecla on 3 September (Richard Staniforth) and at Pinawa on 
25 September (Reto Zach) were rarities, but THE bird of the 
season was an obliging Yellow-throated Warbler at Fisher 
Branch, found by Joanne Smith on 29 October and seen by 
many up to 11 November (see photo above). Subsequent 
searches were in vain; the bird had no doubt succumbed to the 
bitter cold. It provided the fifth Manitoba record of this species, 
which breeds in the southeastern U.S. 

There were heartening reports of sizeable Rusty Blackbird 
flocks, with tallies of 200+ in east Winnipeg on 15 October 
(David Hatch), 500 at Whytewold on 16 October (Charlie 
McPherson), 275+ along Old Hwy. 15 on 18 October (John 
Weier) and up to 1000 at Whytewold 22 October (Charlie 
McPherson). This species is considered of “special concern”, as 
it has seen dramatic declines in its numbers in recent decades. 
As of December, the winter was shaping up to be a decent one 
for redpolls, with high numbers reported. There were also 
scattered sightings of Pine Grosbeaks and both crossbill species, 
after a near-absence of crossbills the previous winter.

Yellow-throated warbler on 
Nov. 1, 2014 in Fisher Branch

Joanne S
m

ith
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St. Adolphe & Windygates 
Hawk Watches

Mid-March - Mid-April
Raptors and a host of other birds migrate 
north along the Red River and Pembina 
River valleys in early spring. Come join 
the birders who monitor this migration. 

They will be present from mid-morning at 
either site on most days from mid-March 
to mid-April, especially when it is sunny 

with a south wind. The St. Adolphe 
site is on the east side of the bridge 

on PR. 210. The Windygates site is on 
PR. 201 at the Pembina River Valley.
Watches are not scheduled, so there 

is no need to register. [Nvc]

Searching for  
Woodcock & Owls

Thu. April 30th
Join Rudolf Koes on an evening 
outing to look for woodcock and 

possibly owls, east of the city.
Call Rudolf at 204-661-0763 for more 

information or to register. [Nvc]

Seven Sisters & Environs
Sat. May 2nd

We’ll search for loons, grebes, ducks, 
raptors and other migrants along 
the Winnipeg River. Meet at the 
Seven Sisters Dam at 9:00am.

Call Peter Taylor at 204-753-2977 
for info or to register. [Nvc]

Beausejour/Milner Ridge Area
Sat. May 16th

This outing will start at Walter 
Chryplywy Park at the western edge of 
Beausejour at 9am. Many deciduous 
forest species and migrants should be 
present here, while Milner Ridge may 

deliver some boreal forest birds.
Contact Peter Taylor at 204-753-
2977 for information, including 
directions, or to register. [Nvc]

Libau/Mars Hill/Patricia Beach
Sat. May 23rd

We will visit areas that may not be 
familiar to some of you. We will look 
for Red-headed Woodpecker, Orchard 
Oriole and Bobolink at Libau and for 
Lark Sparrow and Indigo Bunting at 

Mars Hill, while Patricia Beach may be 
good for grebes, terns and passerine 
migrants. Meet at the Boston Pizza at 
the southeast corner of Chief Peguis 

Trail and Henderson Hwy. at 7:30am.
For more info or to register contact 

Garry Budyk at 204-667-1062. [Nvc]

First Annual Robert Taylor 
Memorial Bird Blitz

Sat. May 30th
Participation is open to all, from backyard 

birder to Big Day enthusiast. The idea 
is to enjoy birds at your own pace and 

submit a list of your sightings, plus 
area(s) covered, to Rudolf Koes after 
the event. Results will be reported on 
ManitobaBirds Yahoo! Group after the 

event, as well as on the Nature Manitoba 
website. Robert will be with us in spirit.

No registration is necessary. Email 
your sightings to rkoes@mymts.net.

BIRDING for BEGINNERS
Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

No registration required for Birding for 
Beginners trips. [All trips: Novice]

April 29: Assiniboine Park 
Meet at the English Garden entrance.

May 6: St. Vital Park 
Meet at the duck pond parking lot.

May 13: Bunn’s Creek 
Meet at the parking lot of  

Centennial Park (365 McIvor).

May 20: King’s Park 
Meet at the main parking lot. 

May 27: La Barriere Park 
Meet at the main parking lot.

Great Bird Search
Saturday, May 30, 2015

For info or to register, contact the 
Nature Manitoba office at 204-943-
9029 or info@naturemanitoba.ca.

Winter Survival 
In response to a January 16 query posted on the ManitobaBirds 
Yahoo! group regarding a flock of redpolls seen hanging around, and 
flying away from, a squirrel nest in a tree, Christian Artuso provided 
the following information about how these birds survive winter.

Redpolls have some excellent winter survival tricks up their 
wing coverts. Communal roosting is one way they save energy, 

and in the case of redpolls, communal roosts can be many hun-
dreds of bird, even as much as one thousand according to The 
Birds of North America (BNA). Redpolls are famous for their ability 
to make roosting chambers in snow banks so that they can sleep in 
the snow’s insulating “blanket” (according to the BNA, snow 
tunnels are 27–40 cm long with a roosting chamber 6–11 cm 
below the surface). They will also roost communally in dense 
shrubs and your observation (about the use of a squirrel nest) 
makes a lot of sense in our climate. Small birds that live at high 
latitudes use some other amazing survival techniques and, when 
food resources are low, Common Redpolls have been shown to be 
capable of using nocturnal hypothermia (which could be described 
as “torpor” and involves reducing oxygen intake and lowering 
body temperature/metabolism) to preserve their energy reserves 
through a long cold winter. Quite a few small birds of northern 
latitudes have been shown to use this technique and redpolls are 

by no means the specialists at it. Interestingly, some of the best 
examples of overnight torpor may be found in some small hum-
mingbirds in the very high Andes. 

Tough little birds like chickadees and redpolls never cease to 
amaze me, especially when they are active in temperatures 
that would kill a human within a few hours.

S
andra C

ote

Common Redpoll near 
Garson on Jan. 29

mailto:rkoes%40mymts.net?subject=Robert%20Taylor%20Memorial%20Bird%20Blitz%202015
mailto:info%40naturemanitoba.ca?subject=Great%20Bird%20Search
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2014/15 Christmas Bird Counts
by Robert Parsons

While the weather was, overall, fairly temperate during 
count period (with a few notable exceptions), winter 
came early, with very cold temperatures in November 

and early December. Although things had ameliorated by count 
period, the early onset had driven out many water birds and 
half-hardy species by then.

There were 19 Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs) held in Manitoba this 
year. Top honors go to Cypress River with an amazing 52 species; 
usual leader in this category is Winnipeg, which this year had 45 
species, followed by last year’s leader, Brandon, in third place with 
a still solid 40 species. Morden with 35 was in fourth place, with 
Glenboro, Delta Marsh and Pinawa tied for fifth at 33 species each. 
All of these counts have good coverage of their circles.

At the other extreme were The Pas with 15 species, Cranberry 
Portage with 16, Carman with 19, Lyleton with 20 and Gimli with 
23. Some of these counts were hampered by bad weather or low 
numbers of participants (Carman suffered badly from both!) and 
the first two are northerly with a lower overall potential.

We had a total of 77 or 78 species, depending on whether a 
Ring-necked Pheasant of likely captive origin on the Selkirk CBC is 
included. There were also four additional species found in count 
week (at least one of the three days before 
and/or after the count day, but missed on 
count day, itself): Turkey Vulture (Cypress 
River), Barred Owl (Balmoral & Pinawa), 
Boreal Owl (Gimli) and Northern Cardinal 
(Brandon & Winnipeg).

Hairy Woodpecker, Blue Jay, Black-billed 
Magpie, Common Raven, Black-capped 
Chickadee and Common Redpoll were 
found on every count, although Blue Jays 
were limited to single birds at Cranberry 
Portage and Carman. Almost making the 
list were Downy Woodpecker (missed only 
at The Pas) and House Sparrow (missed at 
Cranberry Portage).

As usual, the most numerous species was House Sparrow at 14,894 
individuals; followed by Snow Bunting at 6760, Rock Pigeon at 
6024, Black-capped Chickadee at 5388 and Common Redpoll at 
4375. By contrast the following species, not otherwise mentioned, 
were reported from one count each: Common Goldeneye (Pinawa) 
& Rough-legged Hawk (Morden).

Winnipeg had the vast majority of the waterfowl, with 36 of the 43 
Canada Geese reported, and 211 of the 222 Mallards. The former 
were also reported in Minnedosa, Oak Hammock and Selkirk, 
while the latter were also reported at Balmoral, Cypress River 
(where it was a first count record) and Hodgson (also a first, but a 
much newer CBC). Winnipeg added a Ruddy Duck and an Ameri-
can Coot to its water-related birds.

Diurnal raptors weren’t especially numerous, but Sharp-shinned 
Hawks were reported from Cypress River & Glenboro on count day, 
and count week at Brandon & Winnipeg; Cooper’s Hawks were 
each reported from Winnipeg on count day and Pinawa in count 
week; and a Red-tailed Hawk was at Glenboro, apparently a 
second count record.

Eurasian Collared-Doves were found on three counts: Brandon 
(five birds), Glenboro (nine) and Morden (five). The total of 
nineteen greatly outnumbers the nine Mourning Doves reported, 
but the latter were seen on more than twice as many counts 

(seven) so it’s a little misleading to say collared-doves are the more 
common of the two. Collared-doves do not seem to be showing 
any strong expansion tendencies in Manitoba and, indeed, a few 
colonies have appeared and died out (both Dauphin & Lyleton had 
them for a few years in the past, for example).

It was a banner year for Red-bellied Woodpeckers, with singles in 
Cypress River, Delta Marsh, Morden, Oak Hammock and two in 
Winnipeg. Many compilers seem to think of them as fairly regular 
on their counts and so I had a little trouble with said compilers 
failing to document them!

Pileated Woodpeckers were scarcer than usual, with several counts 
missing them, where they are usually found. I believe Pinawa had 
never missed them on count day before, but had to settle for a 
count week bird this year. Winnipeg bucked this trend and 
reported a record high of eight birds, good enough for the highest 
total in the province and twice as high as the next highest total of 
four birds. This is all the more surprising as the species was rarely 
recorded on Winnipeg CBCs until 10 or 15 years ago.

Three Townsend’s Solitaires were a fine find on the Cypress River 
CBC, where they are somewhat frequently found, and a single on 
the Pinawa CBC was perhaps even more so, considering the 

greater rarity in that part of the province.

A Hermit Thrush has been a regular feeder 
visitor in Winnipeg and obligingly showed 
up to be counted. A Varied Thrush was less 
obliging, being seen on count week only. 
However, singles at Brandon and Morden 
were more cooperative, making a welcome 
addition to those respective CBC totals.

It was a bit of an off year for Bohemian Wax-
wings, with modest totals. However, Cedar 
Waxwings showed up on seven counts, 
with several having double-digit totals.

It was mostly not a year for wintering 
sparrows; one Chipping Sparrow was 
photographed on the Morden CBC; Selkirk 

and Winnipeg each had a Harris’s Sparrow; and single White-
crowned Sparrows were in Brandon and Winnipeg.

It was a good year for wintering blackbirds, with provincial totals 
of 38 Red-winged Blackbirds, 30 Rusty Blackbirds and 12 Common 
Grackles. The last was the most widespread with eight different 
CBCs reporting them, while the others were on four and two CBCs, 
respectively. A Yellow-headed Blackbird was reported on the Delta 
Marsh CBC, a repeat from last year and from the CBC with the 
greatest number of past records.

Finches had a good, but far from great, showing – widespread, but 
thin in overall numbers.

I’m always torn when I write these reports. I want to follow 
checklist order, yet want to save the best for last. This year, 
however, I did not have to deal with conflicting wants as a 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow, probably Manitoba’s third, but only second 
solidly confirmed record, was discovered on the Winnipeg CBC by 
Garry Budyk, whose photograph of it is included. It’s a first CBC 
record not only for Manitoba, but also for Canada.

All Manitoba CBCs can be viewed on the National Audubon 
Society website and I can also provide an Excel file of all the 
counts to anyone requesting it (email me at parsons8@mymts.net). 
Thank you to all compilers and everyone who took part.

Garry Budyk

Eurasian Tree Sparrow on the 
Winnipeg Christmas Bird Count.

mailto:parsons8%40mymts.net?subject=Christmas%20Bird%20Count
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New IBA Coordinator for Manitoba

Tim Poole recently joined Nature Manitoba replacing 
Diana Teal as Important Bird Area (IBA) Coordinator 
and Manitoba Chimney Swift Initiative Habitat 

Stewardship and Outreach Coordinator. We thank Diana for 
all her achievements in the role and wish her all the best for 
the future as she returns to Toronto. 

Tim was born in London, UK and moved to Manitoba with 
his family in May 2014. After completing a BSc in Zoology 
at the University of Wales, Cardiff, he gained a Masters in 
Biodiversity and Conservation from Leeds University.  
Following this, Tim spent 18 months with A Rocha France, 
initially as a volunteer and later as Scientific Assistant. For 
much of this period he carried out field research and 
conservation on the European Roller, a threatened bird in 
Western Europe. Returning to the UK in 2008, Tim worked 
for 6 years for the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
as the Capercaillie Project Officer based in Inverness, 
Scotland. The purpose of this post was to reverse the 
long-term decline of the Capercaillie (see photo below), a 
large species of woodland grouse, by providing advisory 
support to stakeholders including government agencies, 
landowners and commercial foresters. Another important 
part of this role was coordinating and monitoring the spring 
breeding population. Since September, Tim has worked as 
an Interpreter at Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre. 
Before this he also found time to volunteer for the Manitoba 
Breeding Bird Atlas.

If you are interested in becoming a caretaker or receiving 
more information about the IBA program, please contact 
Tim at iba@naturemanitoba.ca. You can also find more 
information at our website importantbirdareasmb.ca. 

Tim will also be working one day per week on outreach and 
restoration projects with the Manitoba Chimney Swift 
Initiative. The initiative has a website www.mbchimneys-
wift.ca and a blog at swift-notes.blogspot.ca. We are 
seeking support for the Four Night National Roost Monitor-
ing Program in 2015 (dates still not decided) and subse-
quently hope to continue the monitoring of sites through to 
August. If you are interested in volunteering for the chimney 
swift monitoring program please contact Barbara Stewart at 
mbchimneyswift@gmail.com. For information in relation to 
habitat and outreach issues please contact Tim Poole at 
mcsi.outreach@gmail.com.

Teen Birders Invited to Apply for 2015 
Young Ornithologists’ Workshop
Every year, with support from the Doug Tarry 

Natural History Fund, Bird Studies Canada and 
Long Point Bird Observatory (LPBO) select six of 
Canada’s most promising young birders between 

the ages of 13-17 to participate in the Young 
Ornithologists’ Workshop at LPBO in southern 

Ontario. The Doug Tarry Bird Study Award covers 
all on-site expenses for those chosen to attend.

The 2015 workshop will take place from Saturday, 
August 1 to Sunday, August 9. Participants receive 

hands-on training in field ornithology. Activities include 
an introduction to bird monitoring and banding, bird 
identification, birding trips, preparing museum speci-

mens, guest lectures, and more! Applications are 
due by April 30, 2015. For more information and an 

application form, email lpbo@birdscanada.org  
or visit www.birdscanada.org/longpoint/.
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Tim on the Beinn 
a’Bhragaidh hill 

in Scotland

Male Capercaillie displaying 
in a Scottish pine forest

mailto:iba%40naturemanitoba.ca?subject=
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BIRDS AND FOREST FIRES
by Joel Kayer (Reprinted from the Fall 2014 Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas newsletter)

Being a Forestry Technician for Manitoba Conserva-
tion, quite often my job duties allow me to take 
on fire suppression and its related duties. There 

I am able to witness first hand some of the effects that 
wildfire has on birds. On first blush it appears that all is 
destroyed but this is not necessarily so. Naturally the losses 
outweigh the gains in the short term, but the resiliency of 
some birds is amazing. After all, fire is one of the major 
natural forces that changes habitats. Birds had to adapt.

Over the last several years, I have spent numerous 
days walking in both actively and recently burnt areas. 
Destruction is not as evident as one would think. Of 
course some things may have been consumed by the 
fire but normally some remnant remains, whether it is 
bone or eggshell. Most easily located are grouse nests 
with their now cooked eggs which become highly visible. 
Through countless kilometers of walking I have observed 
no dead birds except for contents within nests. Birds 
have a way of knowing and get out of harm’s way. How 
the birds survive through the intense heat is unknown 
but I have observed survivors such as: young Northern 
Hawk Owls, tree cavities that contained young Black-

backed Woodpeckers, Northern Flickers, or Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers, while minuscule wetlands have protected 
Mallard, Green-winged Teal, Common Goldeneye ducklings, 
Bonaparte’s Gull chicks, and Rusty Blackbird chicks.

After a fire, hatches of midges and beetles take place as 
well as the invasion from Sawyer Beetles. Combined with 
seeds that are now exposed, this abundant food source 
immediately brings some birds back. Especially on the 
fire’s boundary, bird life may abound. As one portion of 
the fire is out and another portion of the same fire is still 
burning, the birds begin rebuilding. This past summer in 
Lac Brochet, I observed this with Dark-eyed Junco, White-
crowned Sparrow, Yellow-rumped Warbler, and American 
Robin. The robins were rebuilding their nest even though it 
contained the remains of their chicks and were also actively 
defending their territory. On other fires, more recently 
constructed nests after the passing of the fire front have 
included both Common Nighthawks and Chipping Sparrow.

So I tend to look at the positives and the rejuvenation that  
a forest fire may bring instead of a collection of blackened 
trees, and barren habitat.
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Spruce Grouse chickCommon Nighthawk nest

The Grey Hares at Birds Hill Park on a Dec. 3 ski led by 
Kevin and Anita Miller. L to R: Lynn Bates, Daniela 

Rempel, Kathy Holt, Sharron Bettess, Angela Kemp, 
John Gray, Marlene Pontifex, June Thomson, Anita 
Miller, Kevin Miller, Ed Rajfur, Kathryn Smandych, 
Louise Carpenter, Mike Treacy, Francy Wheadon.
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THE BIG FIVE YEARS
by Neil Butchard (Reprinted from the Winter 2014 Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas newsletter)

When the Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas began, my 
birding skills were okay. I could identify most birds 
but the oddities were still a challenge. My birding 

consisted of looking for birds to check off my various lists. I 
wasn’t sure my skills were good enough to gather data on 
“breeding” birds; however, I was open to a new challenge. I 
was very lucky during atlassing to have the companionship of 
a remarkable birder, Al Mickey.

By the end of the first year, I noticed that my skills identifying 
breeding male birds had increased exponentially, and I found 
myself focusing on females and juveniles. I remember coming 
across a group of juvenile Lark Sparrows being cared for. It 
was the first time I had seen this interaction. I was mesmer-
ized. Al continued to work with me to enhance my auditory 
skills, which were in their infancy. On the insistence of Lewis 
Cocks I picked up a Breeding Bird Survey route. This gave me 
a goal and focus for my auditory skills. The endless point 
counts honed these skills until hearing birds was a huge part 
of my birding. It even got to the point where I began to 
catalogue the various vocalisations of Black-capped Chicka-
dee to figure out what each one communicated.

As time went by, considering habitat in species identification 
became second nature. There were many times driving at 
100 km/h on a gravel road where the brakes were slammed 
on because Al and I saw “perfect” habitat for a species like 
Red-headed Woodpecker. I started to notice where the nests 
were in the habitat. I remember finding my first Clay-colored 
Sparrow nest by luck and wondered how many others I had 
walked by. Al and I found ourselves no longer looking at 
what the bird was, but at what the bird was doing. Picking 
out a bird carrying food got to be second nature. We started 
noticing what kind of food was being carried. Figuring which 
birds didn’t carry food but regurgitated it took some doing. 
Seeing birds with a “pearl” (fecal sack) in their bill was a new 
thrill. Bird displays became something we focused on. I 
remember seeing a flying Cooper’s Hawk, but it didn’t look 

right. Its wing beats were slow and loping like a Great Blue 
Heron and its white undertail coverts were flared creating an 
odd look. I came to realize this was a territorial display –
quite a thrill! Watching Red-necked Grebes in their displays 
and nest building is burned in my mind. The list of such 
discoveries is endless.

I noticed that observing behaviour was becoming an integral 
part of my birding. I remember checking on a Red-tailed 
Hawk and her fledged young. I could see her coming from 
one km away carrying prey and calling the whole time. As 
she got closer, the calls changed and I noticed I could hear 
the gopher she had in her talons squealing. It was odd 
because they usually killed their prey. She came overhead 
calling and the juveniles rose up to meet her. She circled 
below them and dropped the live gopher to the ground. They 
immediately swooped down for the kill. She was teaching 
them how to hunt.

Al and I would often talk, travelling down some dusty road, 
about how our birding had totally changed. It was no longer 
what species of bird it was, but where the bird was, what it 
was doing, why it was doing that, what it was communicat-
ing, where it was in its seasonal cycle and what other species 
it was cohabiting with. I know from talking to other birders 
that their journey and discoveries have been similar – what a 
great gift! I learned a couple of things that weren’t directly 
related to the birds. The first was how much water could run 
over an unpaved road before we got stuck. The second was 
that I could learn something to enhance my birding from 
everyone I birded with, regardless of their skill level. Finally, I 
learned that the more I learned about birds the more I 
realized how much I didn’t know.

I want to end by thanking the people who made the MBBA 
possible, all those I birded with, especially Al Mickey, and last 
but not least the birds, for enriching my experience.

Al Mickey 
photographing 
a rainbow

Al Mickey photographing a 
rainbow
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parent with young
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Monday, March 9, 2015 *

The Passenger Pigeon –  
A Manitoba Perspective

Presented by Randy Mooi,  
Curator of Zoology at the Manitoba Museum

(* Date/Program change: Originally scheduled for March 2nd)

September 2014 marked the 100th anniversary of the 
extinction of the Passenger Pigeon (Ectopistes migratorius). 

In the mid-1800’s, the species was considered the commonest 
bird in North America, with population estimates as high as 
five billion: flocks are famously described as darkening the 
sky and breeding colonies numbered in the tens of millions. 
Yet within 50 years, they had disappeared from the wild. Al-
though Manitoba did not host massive breeding colonies, the 
scanty historical accounts include mention of massive flocks. 
How common was it here? Where did it breed? When did it 
disappear? What physical evidence of the species is there for 
the province? What role did Manitobans play in its disappear-
ance? Join Dr. Randy Mooi on a sleuthing expedition as he 
tracks down the history of the Passenger Pigeon in Manitoba.

Monday, March 16, 2015 at 7:00 pm.

Annual General Meeting 
(see pages 4-5 for agenda & bios) followed by 

The Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas –  
A Triumph of Volunteer Effort

Presented by Christian Artuso,  
Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas Coordinator

From 2010 to 2014, over 1,000 skilled and dedicated 
volunteers travelled to almost every corner of Manitoba in 

an unparalleled effort to complete a comprehensive survey of 
the distribution and relative abundance of all bird species 
that breed in the province. This volunteer army donated over 
40,000 hours of survey effort and completed over 36,000 
point counts, summing to a staggering total of over 300,000 
records of 299 species, including five species confirmed as 
breeding in Manitoba for the first time. These data will 
redefine our understanding of many Manitoba birds. We will 
discuss some of the highlights and interesting findings and 
swap a story or two of the many trials and tribulations along 
the route to this extraordinary success.

Nature Manitoba’s Discovery Evenings are held 
at Le Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain, 340 

Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface. All programs will 
be held in Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (2nd floor).

Programs start at 7:30 pm except for the March 
16th, 2015 A.G.M. which starts at 7:00pm. 

Admission is $2 for members / $3 for non-
members. Members must show member card. 

For more information, call the Nature Manitoba office 
at 204-943-9029 or email info@naturemanitoba.ca.
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WHAT?! NO DISCOVERY EVENINGS THIS FALL??

This might sound dire, but it 
could happen if we don’t get 

some new volunteers involved in 
planning and coordinating our 
Discovery Evening program, 
starting with the 2015-16 season. 
The small group of people who have 
been bringing this program to you for 
the last several years would like a 
break, and new blood is needed!

If you enjoy attending Nature Mani-
toba’s winter lecture series, PLEASE 
consider lending a hand. The tasks 

involved can be shared to make it 
easy for a few people to pitch in, 
depending on their time and interest. 
The current committee has written up 
a straightforward set of procedures 
to follow.

We are planning to cut back on the 
number of evenings (from 9 to 6) to 
lessen the work, and to ensure the 
sustainability of this program.

The success of the Discovery 
Evening program depends not just 
on our speakers and our faithful 

audience, but on the people who 
do the work behind the scenes. 
Whether you have some good 
ideas for speakers on Manitoba 
nature topics, or can spend some 
time contacting and scheduling 
speakers via email, or would enjoy 
looking after evening details, this is 
a very rewarding volunteer project. 

Get involved with one of Nature 
Manitoba’s most successful pro-
grams! Contact Don Himbeault at 
drdonh@gmail.com.

mailto:drdonh%40gmail.com?subject=Discovery%20Evening%20volunteering
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The Wildlife Society Annual Conference  
to be held in Winnipeg, October 2015

Approximately 1,500 wildlife 
professionals and students will 
visit Winnipeg from October 

17-21, 2015 for The Wildlife Society’s 
22nd Annual Conference. The Manitoba 
Chapter of The Wildlife Society and 
Tourism Winnipeg will be the local hosts 
for this international conference, the 
largest annual gathering of professional 
wildlife managers, scientists, educators 
and students in North America. This is 
only the second time this conference has 
been held in Canada.

The Conference will include more than 
400 educational sessions, more than 40 
networking opportunities through 
receptions and meetings, and more than 
10 special events and field trips.

The Wildlife Society is committed to a 
world where humans and wildlife 
co-exist. The members of The Wildlife 
Society manage, conserve, and study 
wildlife populations and habitats, and 
the society’s mission is to represent and 
serve this diverse professional commu-
nity. Over 9,000 members are active 
across the United States and Canada, as 
well as internationally. The Wildlife 
Society was established in 1937 and 
celebrated its 75th year in 2012.

For more information about the confer-
ence, including volunteer opportunities, 
visit: wildlife.org or drupal.wildlife.
org/manitoba/TWS2015

B
rian Joynt

Celebrating 5 years of Reel Green
Inspir ing People  |  Celebrat ing Nature

Join the Manitoba Eco-Network for their  
5th Annual Reel Green evening.
Sat. March 7, 2015 at 7pm  
at the Radisson Hotel (288 Portage Ave.)

Enjoy inspiring short films, delicious food, live and silent 
auctions, and the chance to support the MB Eco-Network 
through this key fundraising and network-strengthening event. 
For more info and to purchase tickets, visit: 
mbeconetwork.org/projects/reel-green-film-festival

Interested in being a Reel Green sponsor or prize donor? 
Contact sponsor@mbeconetwork.org for more details.

http://wildlife.org
http://drupal.wildlife.org/manitoba/TWS2015
http://drupal.wildlife.org/manitoba/TWS2015
http://mbeconetwork.org/projects/reel-green-film-festival
mailto:sponsor%40mbeconetwork.org?subject=
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BONSAI BASICS
Tuesday, March 17, 2015
Stu Innes, Bonsai Enthusiast

Bonsai trees have been a passion for Stu since his wife told him 
over twenty years ago to “put the pruners away and leave the 
fruit trees alone”. After that, he began growing those “funny little 
Japanese trees”. He is a past president of the Winnipeg Bonsai 
Society. He will attempt to remove some of the mystery sur-
rounding this ancient horticultural art form. Some small bonsai 
will be displayed and a few simple styling techniques demon-
strated. Some bonsai growing principles can be applied to 
maintain health and vigour in all potted and garden plants.

YARD BIRDS
Tuesday, March 24, 2015
James Whitelaw, Nature Manitoba Birder

This workshop will describe the variety of birds, from permanent 
residents to occasional visitors, which may be found in urban 
and suburban yards. We will also discuss ways to increase the 
attractiveness of your garden to birds.

THRUSHES and FRIENDS
Tuesday, April 14, 2015
Ward Christianson,  
   Nature Manitoba Birder

Same presenter, different bird group! Ward is back again and will 
help us out with thrushes this year. He invites you to come out 
and learn more about these elusive forest songsters.

The UNIVERSE on  
a GRAND SCALE
Tuesday, April 21, 2015
Jennifer West, Astronomy Instructor,  

University of Manitoba
In this workshop, I will present an overview of the kinds of 
objects that make up our universe: asteroids, planets, stars, 
galaxies and beyond. I will also try to give participants a sense of 
the enormous distances involved. The scale of our universe is 
truly mind-boggling!

N A T U R E  M A N I T O B A ’ S  
WORKSHOP SERIES 2015 
f r o m  J a n u a r y  2 7 t h  u n t i l  M a y  5 t h

PRE-REGISTRATION required! All workshops begin 
at 7:30pm. To register, contact the Nature Manitoba 
office at 204-943-9029 or info@naturemanitoba.ca.

REGISTER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. Class 
sizes are limited to 30. If you are unable to attend, please cancel 

by calling the office so others may benefit from the vacancy.

We ask for your understanding and suggest that you sign 
up for ONLY THREE WORKSHOPS. If you are interested 

in more than three workshops, you are welcome to call 
the office one week prior to any additional workshops. If 

there are any vacancies, you will be able to register.

See following page for location and fee information.

6

7

8

9

Jay Anderson, a retired Environment Canada meteorologist, 
began the 2015 Workshop series with a bang on January 27 

by delivering an excellent program on “Tornado Hunting for the 
Fearless”. In this photo, he discusses the intricacies of shelf 
clouds. Beyond sharing fascinating information on tornadoes 
with the participants, he also invited them to join him and his 

students on an actual storm chase (although some course work 
would be required). Jay helps to teach convective meteorology 

and storm chasing techniques at the University of Manitoba.

Julia S
choen

mailto:info%40naturemanitoba.ca?subject=Workshop%20Registration
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11

Workshop Time, Location & Fees
TIME: 7:30pm

LOCATION: KELVIN HIGH SCHOOL (Room 31), 
Stafford Street at Academy Road, EXCEPT for 

the May 5 workshop to be held at the University of 
Manitoba (see workshop description for details).

PARKING at Kelvin High School is available in the 
lot behind the school, by the west entrance.

FEE: $5 for Nature Manitoba members, $10 for non-
members (students: $3 for members or those on a family 

membership, $5 for non-members). Workshops are 
open to children over 10, accompanied by a parent.

Workshop Co-ordinator: Julia Schoen

MORELS and OTHER FUNGI
Tuesday, April 28, 2015
David Punter, Retired Professor of Botany, 
   University of Manitoba

Morels are the mushrooms that appear in the spring while most 
other fungi can be found in late August and September. Participants 
in this workshop will begin learning to identify mushrooms in time for 
the morel season. A field trip will be offered in the late summer.

IDENTIFYING INSECTS
Tuesday, May 5, 2015
Pat MacKay & Bob Lamb,  
   Enthusiastic Entomologists 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE: Lab Room 203, Animal 
Science/Entomology Building at the University of Manitoba, corner 
of University Crescent and Dafoe Road. Parking is free after 4:30pm 
behind the Entomology Building, except in certain areas marked 
“24-hour reserved”.

Over the evening, participants will be given information enabling 
them to identify the major orders of insects and understand their 
ecological role and importance in the environment. They will have 
opportunities to study pinned, preserved or living examples of some 
of the major orders, with and without the aid of a microscope.

The Grey Hares toured the Winnipeg Recycling Facility 
on November 19, organized by Daniela Rempel. The tour 

was led by Mark Kinsley from the City of Winnipeg. 

Gary hares participating were: Kneeling Gordon Klassen; 
Front row (l to r): Gayle Walker, Charles Begley, Rosemarie 

McVicar, Kevin Miller, Anita Miller, Margaret Anderson, Daniela 
Rempel, Pat Gray, John Rempel; Back row (l to r): Kathy 
Holt, Les McCann, Marilyn Hearn and Roger Turenne.

D
aniela R

em
pel

Pembina Valley Provincial Park is proposed to expand 
from 178 to 931 hectares, see page 4 for details.

Les M
cC

ann
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401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1G4
Phone: 204-943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About Nature Manitoba

Nature Manitoba is people sharing a passion for nature. 
Since its foundation in 1920, Nature Manitoba’s mission has 
been to promote awareness, appreciation and understand-
ing of nature, and to preserve and enjoy it. In support of this 
mission, Nature Manitoba offers a wide variety of educa-
tional programs and publications, supports research into 
Manitoba’s biological and geophysical diversity, organizes 
field trips and outdoor activities year-round, and advocates 
for the protection of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Join online at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

N A T U R E  M A N I T O B A ’ S  
WORKSHOP SERIES 2015

 January 27th until May 5th See pages 22-23 for details.

Don’t forget!
Mar. 9 (7:30pm): Discovery Evening

Mar. 16 (7:00pm): Annual General Meeting
See page 20 for details.

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/

