
A
utum

n sunsets on the prairies offer unm
atched beauty.

T
he setting sun, com

bined w
ith the dust of harvest, produces

a dazzling array of colours. C
om

bine those red-hues of a
brilliant prairie sunset w

ith the honking and squaw
king of

thousands of geese as they sw
irl into the m

arsh, and you have
a spectacle that w

ill never leave your m
em

ory. B
ig G

rass
M

arsh
is the place to spend an autum

n evening. T
his w

orld-
class w

etland is one of the m
ost im

portant w
aterfow

l staging
areas on the continent. 

B
ig G

rass M
arsh w

as the first restoration projects carried
out

in C
anada by D

ucks U
nlim

ited in 1938. B
ig G

rass
M

arsh is com
prised of Jackfish Lake and C

handler Lake.
It is globally significant based upon the

num
bers of Snow

G
eese, w

aterfow
l, and nesting Franklin's G

ulls (5,000 birds).
D

uring the spring and fall m
igrations, as m

any as 200,000
Snow

 G
eese, 79,000 ducks, and 6,500 Sandhill C

ranes have
been seen. 

A
n all-w

eather road bisects the m
arsh from

 east to w
est, and

a good sam
pling of w

aterfow
l and m

arsh life can be seen
from

 various points along the w
ay including R

uddy D
ucks,

A
m

erican B
itterns, and m

arsh haw
ks. T

here are m
any other

access points on all sides of the m
arsh, som

e are m
ore

accessible
than others, but they can provide unequalled w

ildlife
view

ing opportunities for those w
ho prefer to get off the

beaten path. 

B
ig Point lies on the w

est side of Lake M
anitoba and,

as the nam
e im

plies, extends far out into the lake.
Starting in the late 1800’s the area w

as hom
esteaded

by a predom
inantly Icelandic com

m
unity. T

he shore-
line is characterized by tum

bled rocks and boulders w
ith

interm
ittent stretches of sandy beach.  

T
he extrem

ity of the point is easily accessible by an all
w

eather road running 11 km
 east out of Langruth. O

nce
at B

ig Point the shoreline can be traversed on foot for
som

e distance (except in years of unusually high w
ater).

Species seen at B
ig Point include:A

m
erican W

hite
Pelicans (often),R

ing-billed G
ulls, D

ouble-crested
C

orm
orant, G

reat Blue H
erons, and the A

m
erican Bittern.

Lake M
anitoba is one of the largest fresh w

ater
lakes in

the w
orld. In w

inter, com
m

ercial fishers
travelby bom

bardier across the
lake to set their nets to catch

pickerel 
and perch. W

ith the aid of binoculars,it is
som

etim
es possible to see coyotes out on

the
ice scavenging rough fish.

In sum
m

er, as you face the open w
ater w

ith 
the breeze

in your face, you can hear the gulls 
screech, and perhaps see a flock of A

m
erican 

W
hite Pelicans drift by in form

ation. M
any

shorebirds m
ake their

hom
e am

ong the pebbles of
the

rocky shoreline. In the spring, the nearby m
arshy

ecosystem
s are hom

e to breeding colonies of W
estern

G
rebes.

H
ollyw

ood B
each is located on the w

est shore of Lake
M

anitoba and N
orth of B

ig Point. T
he beach follow

s
a broad shallow

 bay and provides am
ple view

ing
opportunities for birdw

atching,both along the shore
and w

ithin the adjacent m
arsh (from

 the road or by
canoe).

U
nserviced, free cam

ping spots are readily available.
A

ccess to the B
each is provided by a good sum

m
er road.

T
he fall season provides particularly good birdw

atching
opportunities as large num

bers of m
igratory birds

gather along the beach.

Species  seen at H
ollyw

ood B
each  include:

A
m

erican W
hite Pelican (often), R

ing-billed G
ull,

D
ouble-crested C

orm
orant, G

reat B
lue H

eron,
Yellow

-headed B
lackbird and the A

m
erican B

ittern.
Shorebirds and Piping Plovers have used H

ollyw
ood

B
each during m

igration and nesting seasons. Piping
Plovers are listed as an endangered species in M

anitoba
and

num
bers of Piping Plovers have declined

from
 100

pairs in the late 1980s to less than 20 pairs.
T

he Piping Plover is a sm
all, thrush-sized bird that

blends
w

ell into its setting. It is prim
arily the colour

of dry sand, but has distinctive black m
arkings (a black

collar or breastband, a black band above the w
hite

forehead, and a partially black tail), a w
hite rum

p and
bright orange legs.  

Piping Plovers arrive on their breeding grounds in
C

anada
in late A

pril or M
ay.  C

lutches usually contain
four eggs and incubate for 27 days.  B

y m
id-July the

fem
ale abandons the fam

ily, leaving the m
ale to care

for the young until they can fly independently, usually
30-35 days after hatching.

A
s part of the IB

A
 C

om
m

unity C
onservation Plan,

the “R
ocking Project” saw

 large rocks placed along
H

ollyw
ood

B
each in 2001 to prevent vehicles from

dam
aging Piping Plover nesting habitat.

Big Grass
Hollyw

ood Beach
One of Lake M

anitoba’s Hidden Treasures...

Big Point
Part of Lake M

anitoba’s Quiet Beauty

m
arsh
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Stoney Lake is 1.5 km
 long and approxim

ately 200 m
eters

w
ide and relatively shallow

 w
ith a sand and gravel bottom

.
Stoney Lake is on a section of m

unicipal land contained
w

ithin a Prairie Farm
 R

ehabilitation A
dm

inistration
(PFR

A
)

C
om

m
unity Pasture. A

ccess to the lake is possible
from

 the road on foot but clearance w
ith the P

FR
A

M
anager should be obtained as a courtesy.  

Species seen at Stoney Lake
include:W

arbling V
ireo,

B
lack Tern, H

ouse W
ren, C

om
m

on Yellow
throat, B

lue-
w

inged
Teal, B

row
n-headed C

ow
 B

ird, R
ed-w

inged
B

lackbird, C
anvasback, R

edhead D
uck, Song Sparrow

,
LeastFlycatcher,G

ray C
atbird, Pied-billed G

rebe, M
allard,

Yellow
 W

arbler, G
reat C

rested Flycatcher, R
ed-tailed

H
aw

k, E
astern K

ingbird, Spotted Sandpiper, A
m

erican
C

oot, R
uddy D

uck.

For m
ore Inform

ation on birding in
the Langruth area please contact:
Lakeview

 Initiatives 
C

om
m

unity D
evelopm

ent C
orporation

B
ox 129 R

0H
 0N

0
Langruth, M

anitoba

Phone: 204-445-2243
Fax: 204-445-2162
E

m
ail: rm

lakeview
@

m
ts.net
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Hollyw
ood Beach

and the nearby tow
n of Langruth

are
an easy tw

o hour drive from
 W

innipeg or B
randon.

G
o six m

iles north of Langruth to R
oad 17, then

drive five m
iles east to H

ollyw
ood B

each.

Big PointFrom
Langruth follow

 the signs and drive
seven m

iles east to Lake M
anitoba.

Big Grass M
arsh

Take H
w

y. 50 to Langruth, then go
eight m

iles w
est

on Provincial R
oad 265 to take

you into the heart of B
ig G

rass M
arsh. 

Stoney Lake
is located on the south side of  Provincial

road #265 approxim
ately 4 m

iles w
est of Langruth.

Stoney Lake
Birding Areas...

How
 to find

- RM
 of Lakeview

 Im
portant Bird Area

Langruth
Blue-w

inged Teal
Red-winged Blackbird

Com
prised of  4

significant bird habitats:

1
Big Grass M

arsh

2
Hollyw

ood Beach

3
Stoney Lake

4
Big Point

Globally significant for Snow
 Geese and W

aterfow
l.

Significant for Piping Plovers and Shorebirds.

Significant for W
aterfow

l.

Significant for Colonial W
aterbirds and Shorebirds.

w
w

w
.birdsoflakeview

.ca

Find Out M
ore About IBA

“Bird W
atching Capital of M

anitoba”

T
he C

anadian Im
portant B

ird A
reas Program

 (IB
A

)
w

as
established by the C

anadian Birdlife Partners, the C
anadian

N
ature Federation

and Bird Studies C
anada, as part of an

international effort to identify and conserve sites im
portant

to all bird species w
orldw

ide. In M
anitoba, the IB

A
 program

is being delivered by the M
anitoba N

aturalists Society.

Som
e m

aterials w
ere taken from

 “Scenic Secrets of
M

anitoba” by Bill Stilw
ell (Prairie M

ountain Publishers.)

www.m
anitobanature.ca

American Avocet


